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Ordinary Members of the Govmcil. 

Mr A. Scott. 

Mr J. E. Marr. 

Prof. H. Marshall Ward. 

Mr A. Harker. 

Mr A. Hutchinson. 

Prof. G. D. Liveing. 

Mr S. Skinner. 

Mr H. Gadow. 

Mr D. Sharp. 

Prof. J. J. Thomson. 

Mr L. R. Wilberforce. 

Mr A. Berry. 

The following were elected Associates, having been nominated 
by the Council : Mr R. S. Whipple, Prof. J. 5. McLennan, Mr 

R. S. Willbws. 

* 

The names of the Benefactors were read. 

The following Communications were made to the Society: — 

(1) On the evaluation of a certain determinant which occun 
in the mathematical theory of statistics and in that of elliptic 
geometry of any number of dimensions. By Arthur Berrt, MA., 
King's College. 

§ 1. Introduction and Sumimary. 

Let R denote the symmetrical determinant of order n of 
which the constituent of the tth row and jth column is r»y, where 
rij^ru and r« = I, so that there are Jn (n — 1) distinct quantities 
rij, which are to be regarded as independent variables. Let £$ 
denote the minor* of n^, and let Ri denote that of r«. Let 

r^^RijlJRiRj, 
Then it is required to evaluate the Jacobian 

O (^12, Tij, ... , T*,!— 1, »} 

the suffixes being taken (for convenience) in the order : — 

12; 13, 23; 14. 24, 34; ...; In, 2n, ..., (n-l)n. 

 > • 

* I use " minor " (in the sense which seems almost always the most conyenient] 
to denote the resolt of erasing a row and column and affixing a sign acoording k 
the usual rule. This agrees with the notation used hy Weber and Ckurdan and wiUi 
the usage of Salmon, tiiough according to his formal definition and the usage d 
several common English text-books no sign is to be affixed. 
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I was asked some time ago by Professor Earl Pearson to 
evaluate / for the case of n = 4>, as this determinant had presented 
itself in his " Mathematical Contributions to the Theory of Evo- 
lution*" 

In the case of n^S, which I tried first, the Jacobian was 
evaluated without difficulty, by straightforward algebra. It was 
pointed out to me by Mr ll Crawfora, Fellow of King's College, 
to whom I shewed the problem, that in the case of n = 3, i2 was 
the equivalent of a fi&miliar determinant in spherical trigonometry, 
half the square root of which is (with the usual notation of 
Spherical Trigonometry) the expression 

V{sin « sin (« — a) sin (« — 6) sin (« — c)}, 

sometimes called the Staudtian ; and Mr Crawford shewed that J 
eould be easily evaluated in this case by means of the formulae of 
spherical trigonometry. 

This naturally led me to try to interpret the general case in 
tenns of the geometry of elliptic space of n — 1 dimensions, or — 
which is the same thing — in terms of that of the surface of a 
hypersphere in ordinary space of n dimensions. It appeared that 
if r^ were taken to be the cosine of the " distance " between the 
vertices i and j of a polyhedron formed by n points 1, 2, ... , n, 
in elliptic space of n — 1 dimensions, then /^ was the cosine of 
one of the two '' angles " between the two feu^es opposite the points 
i and j. From the known symmetry between distances and angles 
in elliptic space it at once followed that the relation between the 
quantities Vij and the quantities r ^ must be reciprocal, a result 
which it is easy to verify algebraically, and which is of great 
sflBLstance in the work. 

In 1 2 I establish the connection with elliptic geometiy and 
the reciprocal relation just referred to. In § 3 the result to be 
proved is stated, and the Jacobian is reduced to the quotient of 
two Jacobians Ji, J^ of lower order. In § 4 the first of these is 
evaluated by a process depending od the assumed value of J for 
the case of n— 1. In the course of this work I get a rule 
(eouation (7)) for the reduction of a symmetrical determinant of 
Older n to one of order n — 1, a result which seems to me of some 
interest if it is not already well known. In § 5 the Jacobian J^ is 
evaluated. In § 6 the results are collected. 

* See Pfonon and Filon : *' On the Probable Erroni of Frequency Oonstants and 
tt (be inflaenoe of Bandom Selection on Variation and Oorrelation." Phil. Traiu, 
^ Tol. 191 (1898), pp. 229—811. 
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§ 2. Connection with Elliptic Oeometry ; and reciprocity betw^n 

r and /. 

With the methods and notation of Whitehead's Universal 
Algebra (Bk. vi., Chaps. I., il.), the reference elements 6i...e. 
denoting the vertices of a polyhedron in elliptic space of n - 1 
dimensions, and any point being denoted by Sf j6{, let the equation 
of the absolute in pomt-coordinates be 

fi" + ... + f«"+ 2r„ fif,+ ... + 2r^i. n f ^,f n = 0. 
The edge 12 meets this in the points 

or fi = -c±*«'-f«, 

where r^ = cos dn ; 

.'. one of the distances between ei and eg is one of the values of 

|jlog(e<^/e-<*»)=7Ctia. 

If therefore we take the spauce constant 7 to be unity, r,2 is the 
cosine of one of the distances between Ci and e^. 

If now we denote the faces opposite Ci, e^, ... by JE'iji^g, ... , where 
El is the supplement of ei, and represent any plane by ^^lEi, then 
we know that the equation of the absolute in plane coordinates is 

the quantities i2j and R^j being the minors as explained in § 1. 

Hence the planes through the edge EiE^ which touch the 
absolute are 



or (^1 — ^ f 8 

R, 
where a/WK "^ ^^^ ^'" ^ ^'" ' 

And hence as before one of the angles between the faces 
EiEi, is 
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Hence we have generally 

Vij = COB a^ and /^ = cos a'ijy 

where c^ is one of the two supplementary distances between the 
fertices i,j and a'if one of the two supplementary angles between 
the corresponding fiekces. 

The choice made between the supplementary angles and 
distances is such that when two vertices t, j coincide, and 

?y = cosai; = 1, 

then r ^ = cos a^;^ = — 1, and conversely. 

In the case of n = 3 this is equivalent to taking a, b, c and the 
exterior angles ir — A, ir —B, ir —C as the sides and angles of 
the spherical triangle. 

The Jacobian J can now be interpreted as the Jacobian of 
the angles between the faces of a polyhedron with respect to 
the lengths of the edges, multiplied by a simple function of the 
lines of these angles and lengths. 

The relation between distances and angles in elliptic space 
being known to be reciprocal it follows that r^ is formed from the 
quantities / by the same process by which r'ij is formed from the 
qoantities r. We can use R\ R/y Ri/, &c. to denote the same 
fiinctions of the quantities r^/ as are R, Ri, R^ of the quantities rij 
snd in any formula we can now interchange dashed and undashed 
letters. 

§ 3. Statement of the result and reduction of J to a quotient 

of two simpler Jacobians. 

It is easy to verify that in the cases of n =« 2, n = 3, the required 
Jacobian is 

(•^lytnif^i) [Rnr^/UJl.]h(f^i) (2). 

1 

This result will now be shewn to be true for n if it holds for n — 1, 
80 that its general truth will follow by induction. 

Let the relations between the ^n(n— 1) quantities r^ and the 
in(n-l) quantities /^ be expressed by two groups of equations : 
^ i (n — 1) (n — 2) equations of the type 

*M = -^,^ + *(ru, ...) = 0» 1>, 3 = 1, 2, ...,n-l, 

wd n - 1 equations of the type 

ir'f^=-r^4/(r'i„ ...) = 0» t = l, 2, ..., n-1. 
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Then by the ordinary rale for Jacobians we have 

V V M> • • • ^»— I, n) 

^ V ia> • • • ^ «— 1, n) 



377 ;? — \ v^>- 

^^ V w> • • • ' n— i,n/ 



By direct differentiation and substitution, followed by some 
obvious reductions, we find that the Jacobian on the left and the 
first Jacobian on the right are respectively equal to 

(-l)«-ij-j, and (-l)*<«-^)<«-^t/t, 



where /, s ^ (;^i«> ^i»> - ^n^. ^0 

0\ru9 Tu, ... rn.^n-i) 



(4). 



and 



*^«~ aT;? I? I' T V^> 

V V in> ^ »»> . • • ' »— 1, n^ 

It follows that the required Jacobian is given by 

^ VM> ^U> ••• ^»— i>n/ 

§ 4s, Evalxmtion of Ji. 

t/] is a Jacobian of order ^(n — l)(n — 2) but it is not a 
determinant of the type J for the case of 7i — 1, since the quantities 
/ which occur in it are formed from the determinant of order n, 
not from that of order n— 1, and they are consequeutly functions 
of the quantities r{n($ = 1, 2, ... n- 1) as well as of those quan- 
tities r, which occur as independent variables in the differential 
coefficients. 

To prevent confusion and to avoid undue multiplication of 
suffixes let us use the German letter St to denote the aeterminant 
of order n — 1, 



^i,n— 1» • 



. . ... 



corresponding to the determinant R of order n; and the cor- 
responding German letters %, 5R^-, r^ for the quantities correspond- 
ing in this case to Ri, R^, r^ as already defined for the case of the 
determinant of order n. It will also be necessary in the course of 



I89&] 



of a certain determinant, etc. 



the work to replace those variables r which have suffixes not 
exceeding n — 1 by other variables p where 



Rij = (ni - Tin r>)/ V(l - r»<») (1 - ?%). 
This substitation will be denoted by the notation [9i]r-i> &c. 
If in the determinant 



E = 



1, ^11> •••> ^] 



in 



^lUf ^tHi •••» 1 



we multiply the last column by rin and subtract it from the tth 
oolomn (t = 1, 2, ... n — 1), we get 






^u "" ^in^f»> 



^u — ^n^j 



in'tn* 






» ^1, »— 1 ^m ^»— 1, n> 

I 0, 



l-r«, 



fi-1, n> 'fi-i, n 



0. 

^11 "" ^in^an> 



0, 



• • • ^1, »— 1 ^m^n— 1, » 



I ^i,i»— 1 ^in ^»— i,n! 



1 ^ ''^n— 1, n 



Dividing out the tth column and the tth row by 



Vl-r-in 



(1 = 1,2. ..n-1) 



this becomes 



n (i-»-te). 
{-1 



1. 



Pill 

1. 



• Pi, flr-l 

I, n— 1 



So that 



pi, n— 1 



iJ=lf(l-r'fe).[>R],_p 



(7). 



with the notation just explained. 

A slight modification of this work enables us to express any 
symmetrical determinant of order n as a symmetrical determinant 
rf order n — 1, a result which is probably well known but which I 
do not remember to have seen before. 
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By exactly similar work we find that 

E^ = (l-r%)-Cn(l-^in).[9ii]r-, (8). 

and 

-B^t = (1 - r^inY' (1 - r'fe.r'ffh - r^i^) . [9li»]r.p (9). 

Whence r'^= [r^]^.p (10). 

Hence 

T <^ V n> ' " ''n-i, »— i) ^ VPia> « * * Pn-^ w— i) 

V (pij, • • . Pn~% «p-i) V (fu, • •• f*n~^ n^i) 

L i"! J 9 0>M, ... pn-2. n-i) ^ 

Since 

3 (ru, . . . rn^ »-,) ij»i ' V(i - r>^^) (i - r%) 

n (l-r-^)J « . 

But the Jacobian on the right-hand side of equation (11) is the 
Jacobian for the case n — I of the same type as J, the quantities 
r being replaced by the corresponding quantities p ; so that by 
hypothesis (equation 2 of § 8) its value is 

(- i)*(n-i)(»^ [9l»«<"-*V(nk^)*»]^^. 

1 

Using equations (7), (8), (11) and reducing we obtain 

(-l)l(«-i)<n^/^«n\l-r»in)-i2****^'».rn*iZil^ ...(12), 

§ 5. Evaluation of J^. 

It is convenient first to evaluate instead of J^ the correspond- 
ing quantity J^, obtained by interchanging dashed and undashed 
letters. 



We have first to evaluate 



^ (i,i = l,2,...,n-l). 



Now 1 ^r'*in^(RiRn-'B^in)IRiRn^R.iRnlItiRn 

where iRn denotes the second minor in R, obtained by erasing the 
tth and nth rows and columns. 
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Now jR,^ contains no quantity r with a suffix n, and iR^ con- 
taiDs no r with either of the suffixes t or n ; .'. differentiating we 
obtain 

« — iRn (R . iRjn + Ri . Rjn)/R^Rnf 

where {22^ denotes the second minor in R, obtained by erasing the 
tth and jth rows and the ith and nth columns, and affixing a sign 
aooording to the ordinary rule ; but 

7? 7> = -ft • »-«/»> 

/. R»iRjn+ Ri*Rjn='Rin'Rij' 

.*. »*'»n ^— = — -R»n • iRn • Rif/R^Rn^ 
*^' jn 

And, in particular, if t ^j^ 

f^m ^/J^\ ~ "■ Rin • iRn/RiRn* 

Hence the tth row in the Jacobian J2 has the constituents 

-R^Rin^iRn/rinRi'Rn- 0= ^^ 2, ... 71-1) 

Taking out the common factors and reducing we get 

j-;=(-i)"-»[n(,iJn/i2.^»)]-Rn-*<'^-^» ii"-^ (13), 

1 
and, interchanging dashed and undashed letters, 

J, = (- l)^'i [u\iR'nlR\^)] Rn'^^"^'^ R^-^ ... (14). 

1 

But by some easy determinantal reductions we get 

iRn = (1 - r^in) RiRnS^'lURj, 

and ir< = RiR^/URf. 

Substituting in (14) and reducing we obtain 

J, «(- i)«-i fn (1 - 1-^)] . Rr^n-i) n^in [nie,]i...(i5). 

1 1 



10 Prof. Thomson, On Chemical Compo^itum of a Gas [Oct 31, 

§ 6. Fined resulL 

Substituting in equation (6) the values of J, and «/, given by 
equations (12) and (15) we get 

1 

which is the required formula, the inductive proof of which is now 
complete. 

(2) 1. Metrical Relations between Linear Complexes. 2. 
Apolar Systems of Quadrics. By J. H. Grack, B.A., Peterhouse. 

(3) Certain Systems of Qvuidratic Complex Numbers. By 
A. E. Western, B.A., Trinity College. 

[Printed in the TransacUonSy Vol. xvii. Part ii.] 

(4) On Mittag-Leffler's Theorem. By H. F. Baker, M.A, 
St John's College. 

(5) On the connection between the Chemical Composition of a 
gas and the Ionization produced in it by Rontgen rays. By J. J. 
Thomson, M.A., F.R.S., Cavendish Professor of Physics. 

This paper contains an account of experiments made to 
deteimine the ionization produced in a number of different gases 
when Rontgen rays pass through them. The method used to 
measure the ionization was as follows. It is well known that 
the current of electricity passing through Bontgenized gas does 
not increase proportionately to the electromotive force, the cur- 
rent approaches a finite limit beyond which it does not increase 
however large the electromotive force may be. This maximum 
current which we shall call the saturation current is determined 
by the condition that the number of ions used up by the current 
in one second is equal to the number of ions produced in that 
time by the rays. Thus the value of the saturation current is 
proportional to the number of ions produced by the rays in one 
second, so that to compare the ionization in two gases we have 
only to compare their saturation currents when exposed to rays 
of the same intensity. The measurement of the saturation current 
is comparatively easy, the chief difficulty is to ensure that the 
gases are exposed to radiation of the same intensity. The radiation 
from the bulbs used in these experiments was not constant enough 
to allow, us to assume that it remained unaltered between successive 
experiments on different gases, it was therefore necessary to 
arrange the experiments in some way which would eliminate as 
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&r as possible the effects of variations in the conditions of the 
bdb. 

This was done by having two vessels A and B exposed to the 
iBVB simultaneously. B was used as a standard and was always 
filled with air while A was filled alternately with air and the gas 
under examination. Both A and B contained electrodes and the 
cuirent of electricity between these electrodes was measured. 

At first A and B were both filled with air and a series of 
readings of the leaks through A and B taken alternately until 
the constancy of the reading showed that the radiation firom the 
bulb was approximately steady. These readings gave the ratio 
of the saturation currents through A and B when both were 
filled with air. A was now filled with the gas to be examined 
and the saturation currents through A and S again determined. 
These readings gave the ratio of the saturation current through 
A when filled with the gas to the saturation current through B 
when filled with air. From the first observation however we 
know the ratio of the saturation current through A when filled 
with air to that through B when filled with air. Combining these 
results we get the ratio of the saturation current through A when 
filled with the gas to the saturation current through A when 
filled with air. This ratio is the ratio of the ionization of the 
gas to the ionization of air. 

The current in A and B passed between parallel plates fur- 
nished with a guard ring as in the figure. The plates were placed 

I « 1 



so that the Rontgen rays passed through the gas in a direction 
parallel to the pbtes. This arrangement was adopted to avoid 
the secondary effects which as Perrin has shown arise when the 
Bontgen rays strike against a metallic surfiaice. The vessel B 
which was always filled with air was left open so that the rays 
went directly through the gas between the plateis, the other vessel 
A which had to be filled with different gases was provided with 
an aluminium window through which tne rayis passed into the 
vessel All the insulating supports used to support the plates 
in their position had to be screened firom the Rontgen rays by 
metal screens; every solid against which the rays struck was 
made of metal, as the effects were found to be very irregular 
when this precaution was neglected. The coil and the exhausted 
tube used to produce the rays were in a large iron tank in which 
two aluminium windows were inserted, the vessels A and B were 
placed in firont of these windows. 
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To measure the saturation current the plate a was connected 
to one pair of quadrants of an electrometer, the other pair of 
quadrants and the guard pieces fi and y were to earth, tne two 
pairs of quadrants were at the beginning of the experiment 
connected together. The plate B was connected to one terminal 
of a battery of small storage cells the other extremity of which 
was put to earth ; for gases m which the ionization did not greatly 
exceed that of air, 200 cells giving a potential difference of 400 
volts between the two plates which were 1 cm. apart were found 
sufficient to produce the saturation current, but for gases like 
Cls, HgS, SOs, HCl in which the ionization is very much larger 
than in air it was found necessary to use 600 cells to make sure 
that the maximum current was reached. 

The connection between the two pairs of quadrants was then 
broken and when the rays were not passing through the gas and 
care had been taken with the insulation of the plates, the needle 
of the electrometer remained at rest ; this was used as a test for 
the insulation. When however the rays passed through the gas 
the needle of the electrometer was deflected, as a charge of 
electricity passed across the gas from the plate B to the plate a ; 
the quantity of electricity which passes in a given time, m these 
experiments 30 seconds, is proportional to the saturation current. 
Experiments were made with the positive terminal of the battery 
connected with B and then the connections were reversed and the 
negative terminal was connected with B, when the exhausted tube 
was working steadily, the deflections of the electrometer on 
opposite sides of the zero position were found to be the same 
in the two cases. 

The tube used to generate the Rontgen rays gave out 'soft 
rays,' bulbs giving out very penetrating rays were found to be 
too variable for these experiments. 

The results of the experiments are given in the following 
table, the numbers give the saturation current through the 
various gases, the saturation current through air being unity. 

H, = -83 CaNa= 105 

N, = -89 C,H,= 1 

Oa =11 H^ = 6 

00a =1-4 SO, « 6-4 

CO « -86 HCl = 8-9 

NO = 1-08 CU = 17-4 

N,0 = l-47 NH, « 1? 

The experiments with NH| could not be made with the same 
accuracv as with other gases as it was found impossible to dry the 
ammonia. The gas was passed through tubes several feet long 
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filled with lime, but in spite of this it retained sufficient moisture 
to produce a deposit of water on the insulating supports which 
in a few minutes destroyed the insulation. 

The numbers given above show that with the exception of 
cvano^n the saturation current through the gases and therefore 
their ionization obeys the additive law, i.e. if 2 [A], 2 [B] repre- 
sBDt the ionizations of the elementary substances ils, £s respectively 
the ionization of the compound eas represented by the formula 
A^g will be equal to p [A] + q [Bj, 

If we assume the truth of this law and calculate from the 
saturation currents for H,, N,, Oa, CO,, SOg and CU the ionization 
constants for Hg, N,, 0„ C^, S,, CU which we shall denote respec- 
tively by 2 [H], 2 [N], 2 [0], 2 [0], 2 [S], 2 [CI], we find 



[H]= -166 
[N] = -445 
[0] = -55 
[C]= -3 
[S] = 5-3 




ers to calculate the ioni 
)wiDg table : 


lonisation 
observed 


Coefficient 
oalcolated 


•86 


•85 


108 


•995 


147 


1-44 


1^06 


149 


1 


•93 


6 


5^63 


8-9 


8^865 


1 


•94 



Gas 

CO 
NO 

N«0 

CaN, 
CqH, 

BS 
HCl 
NHg 

Thus the only case in which there is any serious discrepancy 
between the observed and calculated results is that of CsN,; 
there are other cases in which the additive law holds, such for 
example as Eopp's law of volumes where the atomic volume of 
cyanogen cannot be got from those of carbon and nitrogen. 

The ionizations m H^, NH„ CO,, N^O, SOa and HCl have 
been measured by Perrin (Theses pr^sent^es a la Faculty des 
Sciences de Paris, 1897, p. 46) ; his results with the exception of 
the ionization in H9 and NH, do not differ much from the pre- 
ceding, in the case of H, and NH, however there is a very wido 
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divergence as the values given by Perrin for these gases are only 
about one-tenth of those found above. 

The existence of the additive law for the ionization produced 
by the rays indicates that this ionization is probably not the 
separation of one atom from another in the molecule of a gas 
but a process occurring in the atom itself 



(6) On Convection Currents and tm the Fall of Potential at 
the Electrodes, in Conduction produced by Bojttgen Rays. By 
John Zelekt, B.Sc., Assistant Professor of Physics, University 
of Minnesota. 

I. Convection Ccrhents produced by Boktqen BATa 
The passage of electricity through a gas under the influence of 
RSntgen rays is accompanied by movements of the gas itself 
which are of considerable magnitude. 

The presence of these convection currents can readily be made 
visible by means of particles suspended in the gas, and for this 
purpose it has been found convenient to use the ammonium 
chloride particles formed by the action of ammonia and hydro- 
chloric acid. 

One form of apparatus used for carrying on the experiments is 
represented in elevation in fig. 1. 




The two brass plates A and B are each 6'3 oentimetres high 
and 2'8 centimetres wide, and act as electrodes in the gas, being 
connected to the opposite poles of a battery of storage cells. 

The plates are enclosed in a box of which the sides P and F 
are formed of paraffin blocks, while the other two sides are gUw 
plates which leave the whole interior open to observation. 
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The bottom K of the box is made of wood to permit the 
entrance of the Bontgen rays, which pass from the source F 
through the aluminium window C in the cover DJy of a lead- 
covert box which contains the induction coil and tube. 

The part of the space, in the box PP"^ that is exposed to the 
rays can be regulated as desired by moving the lead strips L and 
L'y while observing the fluorescence on a screen placed above the 
apparatus. 

The glass-bulb JR contains aqua ammonia from which the tube 
S conducts the ammonia gas into the box PP*, Fastened to the 
cover of the latter are the two glass tubes T and T, into which 
drops of hydrochloric s^^id are introduced. The particles of 
Ammonium chloride formed at the lower ends of the tubes, where 
the acid is in contact with the ammonia in the air, descend in the 
box with a slow velocity producing well-defined whitish streams a 
and 6 near the plates A and B. 

While the air in the box is at rest the particles move vertically 
downwards, and this motion is maintained when the plates are 
kept at the same potential ^d the air between them is exposed 
to Bontgen rays, or when the plates are at different potentials 
and the air is not exposed to the rays^ 

If however, whue the plates are maintained at different 
potentials, the whole space between them is exposed to the rays 
the two streams are deflected or bodily carried each to its 
neighbouring plate. 

When the ra^s are turned on, the streams of particles begin to 
move from their initial position with a velocity that is accelerated 
for an appreciable length of time, ie. the particles do not assume 
a uniform motion at all quickly. 

For a given intensity of the rays, the rate of the motion is 
dependent upon the potential gradient between the plates. 

When the electric field is not too intense the streams assume 
a steady state in oblique positions as indicated by a' and 6' in 
fig. 1. In this case the honzontal component of the motion is not 
b^ge compared to the vertical one. But if the gradient is made 
much larger, the horizontal velocity may predominate greatly and 
the streams are carried bodily to the plates. The potential differ- 
ences used in these experiments ranged from 40 to 320 volts for a 
distance of two centimetres. 

It becomes necessary to show that the moyements indicated 
by the streams are true indices of the actual motion of the gas, 
that the gas is set into motion and carries the particles with it, 
and that these are not themselves the primary cause of the motion. 

If the ammonium chloride particles became charged in some 
way we might expect them to partake of movements somewhat 
similar to those observed* 
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But such charges are not acquired during formation, for in the 
absence of the rays the motion of the particles is not influenced 
by the electric field, and particles are equally affected ^hen the 
rays are turned on, whether they were formed before or after the 
rays are allowed to act. 

Any charges acquired from the ions produced in the gas do 
not give rise to the observed motions, for if both kinds of coarges 
are present, the streams should separate into two parts, one goings 
to each plate; and if on the other hand near each plate the 
particles get a charge opposite to that of the plate we could not 
thereby explain an experiment to be described later where both of 
the streams are drawn to the same plate. 

While it thus seems clear that the motion of the stream ia 
a fair representation of what is going on in the gas when the 
particles are not present, still in order to test this point further 
the following experiment was performed. 

A carbonic acid gas generator was connected to a glass tube 
which ended in a small opening and projected upward through 
the bottom K of the box PP* in fig. 1. A narrow jet of carbonic 
acid gas could thus be sent upwarcLs in the neighbourhood of and 
parallel to one of the plates* 

The jet was made visible due to its different refractive index, 
by projecting the whole apparatus with an arc-light as a shadow 
upon a screen. 

With some care in choosing the proper orifice of efflux it was 
possible to obtain a portion of the jet, which maintained a distinct 
form even though its upward velocity was not large compared to 
the motions under investigation. 

When the rays were turned on while the plates were at a 
different potential, the jet of carbonic acid gas was deflected 
towards its neighbouring plate, the same effect as was obtained 
by using the ammonium chloride particles. Since however a gas 
molecule cannot become electrified, the result here obtained 
cannot be ascribed to any secondary effect, and it is evident that 
during conduction the gas itself is set into motion. 

It is well known that gas movements accompany the passage 
of electricity through gases in some other cases, and they are 
explained as due to the movement of electrified carriers through 
the gas. 

In seeking to find the cause of the convection currents here 
under consideration we are at once led to ascribe them to the 
motion of the charged ions by means of which the conduction is 
carried on. 

When an ion starts moving through a gas under the action of 
an electromotive force, its resulting velocity is assumed to become 
constant in a very short time. 
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All of the work now done by the field upon the moving ion is 
tniDsfeiTed to the body of the resisting gas, which therefore tends 
to move with the ion. 

If an equal number of positive and negative ions are moving 
in opposite directions through a gas, the resulting velocity is nil ; 
bnt if the ions of one sign are more numerous, tnat is, if a free 
charge exists in the gas, it then tends to move with accelerated 
motion in the direction taken by the predominant ions. 

Now in the case of conduction under the influence of R5ntgen 
lajB it has been shown by J. J. Thomson and E. Rutherford* tnat 
a free charge exists in the gas, and the writerf has investigated 
the distribution of the charge between two plates and found that 
near each plate there is a charge in the gas opposite in sign to 
that of the plate, and that this decreases rapidly with the distance 
from the plates. 

In the neighbourhood of each plate, therefore, there exists a 
force tending to move the gas towards the plate, while near the 
centre there is a neutral region. 

If the two plates were unlimited in extent, then the motion of 
the gas would produce an inequality in the gas pressure which 
would counteract all further movements ; but with limited plates 
the excess pressure at their surfaces is relieved sideways, and 
there results a set of convection currents whose velocity increases 
until the loss of energy due to friction is equal to that gained 
from the moving ions. 

In accordance with this view, in the experiments described 
above it was seen that when the conduction begins the gas starts 
to move towards the electrodes, that this motion is accelerated for 
a noticeable length of time, that it is more vigorous with greater 
ionization and greater potential gradients, and that finally it 
asBomes a steady state. 

The configuration of the convection currents in the apparatus 
doling the steady state has been traced in some cases, but is of no 
special interest as it is so dependent upon the form and size of 
the apparatus used. 

The view taken of the nature of the convection currents has 
been tested by a considerable number of experiments made with 
different forms of apparatus and under varying conditions ; it may 
be useful to mention here a simple modification of the experiments 
already described. 

If in the apparatus shown in fig. 1 the rays instead of falling 
upon all of the gas between the two plates are allowed to impinge 
only on a part next to one plate, as may be done by screening the 
other side by one of the movable strips of lead X, then as soon as 

* J. J. Thomflon and E. Batherford, Phil. Mag, Nov. 1896, p. 894. 
t J. Zeleny, PhiL Mag. July 1898, p. 188. 

VOL. X, PT, L 2 
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the rajrs are tnmed on both streams of ammonium chloride par- 
ticles move towards the plate from which the rays are screened. 

By cutting off the rays from one side of the field the gas in 
the exposed part, which normally moves towards its adjacent plate, 
now has its motion reversed so that all the gas between the plates 
is moving towards the screened plate. 

If the distribution of the ions in this case is considered it is 
seen that this is a necessary consequence. For, of the ions pzx>- 
duoed in the space exposed to the rays, those which under the 
electric field move towards the screened side have a longer 
distance to travel, and while they are in the screened space they 
constitute a much larger free charge than is normal, for here there 
are not present any of the ions of the opposite sign which usually 
neutralize the greater part of the effect. 

The motion of this abnormally large char^ produces an air 
current which sets into motion all of the air between the plates 
and even overcomes the force near the exposed plate which tends 
to produce motion in the opposite direction. 

It has been stated that tne velocity of the convection currents 
is accelerated for an appreciable time, so that by finding this 
acceleration it is possible to get a roufi;h idea of the magnitude of 
the fr^e charge necessary to produce the observed movements. 

Thus in a particular case where the field was uniformly ex- 
posed to the rays and where the potential gradient was about 
60 volts per centimetre, the stream of particles was observed to 
move 5 millimetres from rest in two seconds. 

Assuming the acceleration uniform for this short period of 
time, this gives its value as '25 cm. per sec. per sec 

Assummg further that the charge in each cubic centimetre 
has only to move this volume of air although it actually has to 
move rather more, and calling S the average density of electrifi* 
cation, we have approximately by equating tiie two expressions for 
the force acting 

8x^=25 X 1-2 xlO-». 

This gives for S a value of about 10~', a number of the same order 
as has been observed for the free charges existing in these cases. 

11. The Potential Gradient at the Electrodes. 

It has recently been shown independently by the writer* and 
by Child f that when conduction is going on between two plates 
the potential gradient between them is not uniform and that at 
the plates there is a rapid fall of potential 

• J. Zeleny, PhiU Mag. Jnlj 1S9S, p. 147. 
t C. D. Child, Wied. Ann, lzt. p. 169, 1S9S. 
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In these investigations, however, no experimental points were 
obtained on those parts of the gradient curves which correspond 
to these rapid changes at the plates, so that it is not possible to 
ny whether the £all exists in the gas near to the electrodes or 
whether it is due to the formation of some kind of a double layer 
on the plates themselves. 

If in passing from the gas to the electrode the potential 
changes in a continuous manner, then evidently its variations can 
be explained by the presence of free charges in the gas ; but if on 
the other hand there is a sudden change of potential at the 
electrode it is necessary to assume the presence, at the surface, of 
a charged layer opposite in sign to that of the metal itself 

In the previous work the nearest point at which the potential 
was determined by the writer was one millimetre from the plate, 
while the nearest observed by Child was five millimetres distant. 

And siuce it has been shown* that the free charges in the gas 
increase rapidly as the electrode is approached, it was thought 
possible that a determination of the potential at points nearer to 
the sur&ce than had been done might throw some Ught upon the 
problem just mentioned. 

For this purpose a form of apparatus was constructed which 
possesses some important improvements and permits of a deter- 
mination of the potential at points within ^ millimetre from the 
electrode. 




Fig. 2. 

The apparatus is shown in elevation in fig. 2, as it was set up 
on the cover, XX', of a lead box which contained the induction 
coil and Grookes tube. 

The electrodes between which the potential gradient was in- 
▼esti^tted were made of brass plates, 7*3 centimetres square, 
which had been carefdlly worked flat 

* J. Zeleny, Phil, Mag, July ISOS, p. 188. 

2—2 
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One of these is represented by P, the other one being parallel 
to it, and both being supported by rods (not shown) which were 
fixed at right angles to them. 

The plates were kept at a constant difference of potential by 
a batteiT of cells, and were completely surrounded by a lead box 
BR. The potential of points between the plates was investigated, 
during conduction, by means of a fine brass wire F, ^ of a milli- 
metre in diameter, which was supported by a fiume F. This 
frame was &stened to a microscope stand 8, which allowed by 
means of the set screws T and U of two motions at right angles 
to each other. The position of the wire was determined by means 
of a vemiered scale at V. 

The parts of the wire not included between the plates were 
surroimded by the brass guard-tubes H and J which tapered to a 
small size at their ends. 

The wire was stretched taut between two small insulating rods 
which were carried by the parts Z and Z'. 

It was connected by means of the wire E with the gold-leaf 
which, supported by the paraffin block 22, hung in a box of 
which C and & formed two sides, the oth^r two being of glasa 

Parallel to the ^old-leaf was the adjustable brass plate D 
which was connected to earth through a high resistance by the 
wire Q. 

The lead cover F served as a screen for a part of the appa- 
ratus. Earth connected metal screens also covered the exposed 
sides, but are not shown in the figure, nor is the microscope by 
meaus of which the movements of the gold-leaf were observea, 
and which carried in the focus of its eye-piece a finely divided 
scale. 




Fig. 8. 

The electrical connections can be seen better firom fig. S where 
the apparatus is viewed from above, and where %he letters have 
the same significance as in fig. 2. 
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By pressing the key K, the wire W and the gold-leaf G can 
be simultaneoosly charged to any required potential by means of 
the wire leading to a battery of cells ^8. 

The ^oard-tubes H and J are also kept at the same potential 
by the wires N and M, and the same battery maintains the plates 
P and P' at a constant difference of potential. 

The gold-leaf method here employed for detecting the changes 
of potential of the wire, althougik in the form used it does not 
detect as small differences as a quadrant electrometer, still has an 
advantage in that owing to the small capacity of the system it 
takes up the desired potential of a place much more rapidly, which 
is a great convenience when working with the small conductivities 
here concerned. 

By making the distance between the plate D and the gold- 
leaf such that for the voltage to be used the leaf is almost on 
the point of being drawn to the plate, the indications are suffi- 
ciently sensitive for the purpose in hand. 

The following is the procedure for finding the potential of any 
place between the plates during conduction. 

The investigating wire W being placed in the desired position, 
the wires and M (fig. 3) are connected to the battery )8 to a 
point a which has a potential estimated to be that of the place in 
question. 

The key K is now opened, leaving the wire W and the leaf G 
insulated aQd charged to a known potential. 

The rays are now allowed to pass through the aluminium 
window A and to traverse the space between the plates, and 
according as the wire was charged to a lower or higher potential 
than that of the required point the gold-leaf shows an increase or 
decrease in deflection, the wire gaining a charge from or losing it 
to the gas. 

The wires and M are connected successively to different 
points of the battery until for two adjacent cells the gold-leaf 
mdicates an increase in charge for one and a decrease for the other, 
when the rays are turned on. 

By noting for the steady state in these two cases the number 
of divisions of displacement on the microscope scale, the desired 
potential is obtained by interpolation. 

The presence of the gua^-tubes H and J was found to be 
important, since, beins^ kept at the same potential as the insulated 
wire TT, it is impossible for this wire to gain or lose a charge by 
gas conduction at any point except that between the plates whose 
potential is desired. 

Without the guard-tubes a small leakage is liable to occur 
from those parts of the wire which are outside of the plates, 
although the direct rays do not impinge upon any of the lines of 
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force from these parts. Ions reach these places, however, either 
by the convection currents described in § I. or by diffusion or by 
Becondary radiation. 

In the results obtained with this apparatus, the fail of potential 
at or near the plates was found to be less than that hitherto 
observed, and especially no approach could be made to such high 
values as those described by Child (loc, dt). 

There is good evidence of the lack of accidental leakage, for 
with the same potential difference between the plates the nature 
of the potential curve was found to be independent of the absolute 
potential of the plates. 

The following table gives the results obtained for the potentials 
of some points near to the zero plate, when the plates were 1'215 
centimetres apart and were kept at a difference of potential of 
320 volts. 

Table I. 



Diatanoe from 
seio plate 


Potential 
observed 


Potential oaloolated 
for anifoim gradient 


Difference 


■00 cm. 

•01 „ 
•02 „ 
•03 „ 
•04 „ 


+ volta 

8-7 „ 

11-9 „ 

^•8 „ 

17-4 „ 


+ volts 

2-6 „ 

5-3 „ 

7-9 „ 

10-5 „ 


volte 
61 „ 
6-6 „ 
6-9 „ 
6-9 „ 



These results are shown ^praphically in fie. 4 where the line AB 
represents the uniform gradient existing when the rays are not 
acting. 

For the same distance between the plates and smaller voltages 
which were tried down to 40 volts, the &11 in the first -j^ mm. was 
found to be correspondingly smaller. 

It is seen that in the first ^ mm. from the plate the change of 
potential is about as large as in the following -^ mm., and it thus 
appears that the fell of potential near the electrode is abnormally 
large. 

The results do not permit us to say however whether this is 
due to a charge adhering as it were to the metal sur&ce or whether 
it is due to the existence of a charge in the gas within the first 
•^ mm. from the electrode. 

If it were possible to measure the electric force acting upon 
the plates during conduction such a distinction could be made by 
comparing the potential gradient thus found at the plate with 
that obtained in the above experiments for points near to it. 
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The presence however of the convection currente described in 
§ L interferes with such a measurement. 

Various attempts were made to get rid of the effects of their 
presBore, but no reliable method was obtained. 




Still, it can be shown that during conduction there is an in- 
crease in the force acting upon the electrodes. 

This is most readily aone with a modification of the apparatus 




Fig. 6. 



shown in fig. 1, which is represented in fig. 5, where the box PF 
which encloses the plates A and B is not (huwn. 
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U is 8k gold-leaf suspended midway between the plates and is 
conDected to a pole of the battery ^to the other pole of which 
the two plates are joined 

The motions of the gold-leaf are observed by means of a 
microscope. 

When everything is arranged symmetrically and the rays have 
access to the whole space between A and B there is little or 
no motion of the leaf when the rays are turned on. 

If by means of the lead plate L the rays are cut off firom the 
space between the leaf and one of the plates, say A, then the gold- 
leaf is deflected towards the side traversed by the rays, that is 
towards B. 

The attraction is therefore greater on the side where condactioii 
is going on than where it is not. 

When the plate B is removed altogether, the leaf is deflected 
towards A by tne existing electrostatic attraction. 

Allowing the rays to pass between the plate and the leaf 
increases this deflection so that, in a particular case with a distance 
of 1'5 centimetres between the two, the passage of the rays 
increased the deflection by an amount equal to that produced by 
an addition of ten volts to the existing potential difference of 
eightv volts. 

This does not indicate the total increase in the potential 
gradient at the plate, because the leaf is also acted upon by a 
counteracting pressure due to the gas motion described in 3 I., 
but as it is difficult to estimate the value of this pressure all that 
the above experiment enables us to say is that the gradient at the 
leaf when the rays were acting was more them | of the gradient 
existing previously. 

It IS possible to arrange the above apparatus so that an air 
current will assist the deflection of the golcUlea£ 

When both plates are used, if instead of being kept at the 
same potential one, say B, is connected te the leaf, then if the 
rays are passed between the leaf and this plate, the leaf is deflected 
towards the plate although this is at the same potential. 

Two effects combine te produce this result. 

Because of the small width of the leaf some lines of force near 
the sides of the box extend from A to B, and others starting fix>m 
A reach the leaf U on the side turned towards B. 

As these latter are in the path of the rays there are some ions 
reaching the leaf from and producing a deflection towards B. 

It was also found that the convection currents in the gas at 
the sides of the box were from B to A, but in the centre between 
A and U there was a return current directed from A towards U 
which on reaching; the leaf went around both edges of it, thus 
tending to move the leaf towards B. 
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The results of the investigations described in this paper may 
be summarized as follows : — 

I. During conduction through a gas under the influence of 
Bontgen rays, convection currents are produced m the gas which 
in general move towards the electrodes. 

IL The convection currents are caused by the motion of the 
bee chaiges existing in the gaa 

ILL The rapid fall of potential near to the electrodes during 
the conduction exists within the first -^ mm. from the surface. 

IV. The electric force acting upon the electrodes is increased 
by exposing the gas to Bontgen rays. 

I desire, in conclusion, to express my thanks to Prof. J. J. 
Thomson for many valuable suggestions during the course of the 
mvestigation. 

Gatbhdibh Labosatobt. 



(7) Chi VelocUy of Solidification. By Harold A. Wilson, B.Sc. 
(Lond and Vic), 1851 Exhibition Scholar. 

When solidification is started in a supercooled liquid such as 
phenol then rays of solid grow in the liquid with a definite velocity 
depending on the temperature of the liquid and on its purity. 
This velocity has been determined for a number of substances at 
various temperatures*. 

The connection between the velocity and the supercooling for 
most of the substances investigated can be represented by a curve 
of the following general form. 




Supercooling 
Fig. 1. 

When the supercooling is very small the velocity increases 
very slowly with the supercooling. As the supercooling is in- 
creased the velocity increases more rapidly at first but then again 
more slowly and is then constant over a considerable range of 
temperature. When the supercooling is very great the velocity 
becomes very small and may even &11 to zero. 

* See papers by Friedlander and G. Tammann, ZeiUekrift P. C, xziv. p. 152, 
ld97, and xxm. p. 826, 1897. 
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No very satisfactory explanation of the relation between the 
velocity and supercooling has as yet been given. Tammann (loc 
cit) has suggested that if the substance were quite pure the 
velocity would be the same whatever the supercooling, and has 
pointed out that when the substance is purified the constant value 
of the velocity is attained at a smaller supercooling than before. 

To explain so many of the phenomena observed by the presence 
of supposed impurities is evidently unsatisfEictory and the object 
of tlus paper is to explain the observed relation between the 
velocity and supercooling without the aid of supposed imparities 
in the material used. 

At the melting point the solid and liquid exist together in 
equilibrium and tneir vapour pressures are ecfual. Below the 
melting point the vapour pressure of the liquid is greater than 
that of the solid. The internal pressure corresponding to the 
difference between the vapour pressures of the solid and liquid 
can be obtained by multiplying the difference of the vwour 
pressures by the ratio of the density of the liquid to that of the 
vapour. For water and ice at — 1^ C. it amounts, as I shall show 
below, to about 12 atmospherea When ice and water are in 
contact at — I'' C. therefore the internal pressure in the water is 
greater than that in the ice by 12 atmospheres, so that the layer 
of molecules at the surface of separation is urged bv this pressure 
into the solid. It seems reasonable to suppose tnat the rate at 
which solidification takes place at the sur&ce of separation will 
depend on the difference between the two internal pressures. 

An expression for the difference between the two vapour 
pressures can be easily obtained by means of the equation 

whereX is the latent heat of evaporation of unit mass, v^ the specific 
volume of the vapour and Vi that of the liquid, the absolute 
temperature and jjp the vapour pressure of the liquid. 

Integrating and neglecting Vj as being small compared with 

Vj, this gives, putting Vg = - , 

Pp 

J + 1 log/), + = 0. 
For the solid in the same way 

where F is the latent heat of fusion. 
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Eliminating C and C by means of the equality of the vapour 
preasures at 0^ the melting point, these equations give 



^'^friil-w)- 



Since Pf—p$ is small compared with p, this gives very approxi- 
mately 






Now, according to Van *t Hoff*, the osmotic pressure of a 
solution can be calculated from its vapour pressure by multiplying 
the difference between its vapour pressure and that of pure water 
by the ratio of the density of water to the density of its vapour. 
Iliis gives the osmotic pressure of the salt in the solution, or what 
is the same thing the diminution of the internal pressure due to 
the presence of the salt. Assuming that the internal pressure 
in the solid is diminished by an amount measured by the diminu- 
tion of the vapour pressure in the same way as in the case of a 
salt solution, we get for the difference between the internal 
preasures in the liquid and solid 

where s and p are the densities of the liquid and its vapour 
respectively. Substituting the above value of (pp — p,) this gives. 



P = sF. 






In getting this expression the change in density which takes 
place during solidification has been left out of account, so that it is 
not clear whether a should be the density of the liquid or that of 
the solid. It might be thought that the proper method of getting 

P would be to multiply p^ by — , and jp^ by — , and subtract, so 

P? P* 

that 



'\''%-'"7h 



bat this expression is not zero at ^o (unless Sp = Sg) which is not in 



* 8tudie$ in ChenUeal DynameB, p. 232. 
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agreement with the fact that at 6^ the solid and liquid are in 
equilibrium. It is, however, easy to obtain the formula 



P^sF 






in another way which shows that a should refer to the solid state 
in it. 

Imagine a cylinder fitted with a piston and provided with a 
bottom permeable to water but not to ice. Let this be filled with 
ice and immersed in water all at a temperature below d«. 



y ;;j^;-Ty>" '*' " r'friffrmfm 



W/K :'y'/.///ffM'^Mm. 



lu 



Water 
Fig. 2. 

Then if the pressure on the piston is great enough the ice will 
be melted and forced through the bottom as water. Let P be 
the least pressure required for this which is evidently equal to 
the difference between the internal pressures in the water and 
ice at 0, Then if unit volume of ice is melted and squeezed 
through, the work done by the piston is P, and the heat absorbed 
is SgP, and since the operation is reversible, and P = when 
0=^0Q, 



:. P^8^ 



0jr^ 
0. 



by the 2nd law of thermodynamics. 

This equation is closely analogous to that usually given for the 
pressure required to lower the melting point of ice by a given 
amount. In the case usually considered, however, both the ice 
and the water are supposed compressed, whereas in the present 
case the water is supposed unconstrained. It may be remarked 
that in many of the cases usually cited as examples of the equation 
for the case where both the water and the ice are subject to the 
pressure the water is really unconstrained, so that the ordinary 
equation is not applicable and should be replaced by the one just 
obtained. Such cases are the melting of ice at the feet of glaciers 
due partly to the pressure of the ice above, and the well-known 
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experiinent of passing a loaded wire through a block of ice. If 
tfj — ^ is one degree -r for water is roughly 

80jc«xl0.^j2^j^ dynes 
273 cm' 

or about 12 atmospheres. If the water is also supposed com- 
pressed the corresponding value of P is about 150 atmospheres 
and of course depends entirely on the change of volume during 
solidification. The effect when the water is unconstrained is 
therefore more than ten times greater than the effect usually only 
considered and applies equally well to all substances whether there 
is a change of volume on solidification or not. 

The pressure P may be supposed to drive the molecules from 
the liquid into the solid just as the osmotic pressure of a salt 
solution causes it to diffuse. If il is the force required to give 
unit velocity to one eram of the liquid diffusing through itself, 
and if it is supposed that the pressure P acts on a layer of 
molecules at the sur£gu^ of separation of thickness a, then the 
velocity of solidification (o>) will be 

" Asa Aa ' (?© 

Only the orders of magnitude of A and a can be estimated at 
present The force re(]^uired to give unit velocity to a gram 
molecule of HCl diffusmg in water is about 10" dynes (see 
Ostwald's Solutions, translated by P. Muir, p. 146), and for other 
substances it is of the same order of mac^nitude. Hence A may 
be taken as about 10". a is probably of the same order of magni- 
tude as the mean distance between the molecules of the liquid, 
80 we may take a as 10^ cm. Hence if ^o — ^= 1 degree 

^ 80 X 42 X 10* _ cms 
® " 10" X 10-8 X 273 " sec ' 

which is. of the right order of magnitude. 

Thus for pure phenol I have found that the velocity increases 

cm 

by about 0'3 for each degree of supercooling, and the velocity 

sec 

cm 
calculated as above, usinsf the same values of A and a, is 0*4 • — • 

° sec 

Since only the orders of magnitude of A and a are known, an 

accurate comparison between the calculated and observed velocities 

is impossible. Since A increases rapidly as the temperature &lls, 

the expression -v- . -^ — indicates that as the supercooling is 

increased the velocity of solidification will attain a maximum 
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value and then diminish. Let the temperature at which the 
velocity is a maximum be ^i. 

Suppose first that the supercooling of the liquid is less than 
(^0 — ^i)- Then the heat produced by the solidification will raise 
the temperature of the tip of the ray of solid which will make the 
velocity smaller, consequently the ray will grow at a somewhat 
smaller rate than it would if its tip were at the original tem- 
perature of the liquid. The diminution of the velocity due to this 
cause will probably be a larger fraction of the velocity when the 
supercooling is small than when it is large, which perhaps is the 
cause of the small rate of increase of the velocity with the super- 
cooling when the supercooling is very small 

Suppose now that the supercooling of the liquid is greater 
than (Oq — Oi), then the heat produced by the solidification wiU 
raise the temperature of the tip which will make the velocitgr 
greater, consequently the velocity will continue to increase until 
the temperature is reached at which the velocity is a maximum. 
Hence when the supercooling of the liquid is greater than {0^ — 0i) 
the velocity will be independent of the supercooling because the 
tip of the ray will always be maintained at the temperature dj. 

If the supercooling is very great the viscosity of the liquid 
may be so great that practically no solidification can take place or 
the initial velocity may be so small that the tip will not be heated 
appreciably, so that the velocity will remain small. If when this 
is the case the supercooling is gradually diminished, a point will 
at length be reached at which the velocity will suddenly attain 
the maximum value owing to the heat generated by the solidi- 
fication taking place at the original temperature having become 
sufficient to appreciably raise the temperature of the solid being 
formed. The temperature at which this takes place corresponds 
very closely to the temperature of ignition of an explosive gaseous 
mixture. 

Thus the observed relation between the supercooling and the 
velocity can be accounted for. 

I shall now consider certain cases of solidification in detail 
The general problem in solidification may be stated as follows : — 
given the distribution of solid and liquid and the temperature 
throughout a given space at any time and also the boundary 
.conditions,. to find the distribution at any subsequent or previous 
time. 

Consider a surface of separation between ice and water. The 
rate of solidification at the surface depends on the supercooling of 
the surfisM^e and for small supercoolings may be taken as pro- 
portional to the supercooling. So that v^U{0q'-0) where v is 
the velocitv of the surface, do the melting point, ana the tem- 
perature of the surface and C a constant. 



vsF+K.'^^-^K.^^Q, 
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The rate of production of heat at the surface is per unit area 
vsF, using the same notation as before. The rate at which heat is 
produced at the surface must be equal to the rate at which it is 
conducted away from the surface, consequently at any point on 
the surfiEtce 

where Up and u^ are the normals to the surface at the point in the 
liquid and solid respectively, and Kf, and K, are the conductivities 
of the liquid and solid respectively. 

These two equations t; = C (^o — ^) fti^d 

d0 «. d0 

dup ' dug 

together with the ordinar}^ equations for heat conduction, are 
sufficient to enable any problem in solidification to be solved. 

The equation t^ = C (do — ^) does not take into account any 
tendency of the solid to crystallise out in particular crystalline 
forma In the case of phenol and other substances the solidifi- 
cation appears to be determined by the temperature alone, but 
this does not hold good for all cases. Thus melted sodium thio- 
sulphate when supercooled solidifies partly in rays like phenol, 
but in addition to the rays crystals are also sometimes formed 
which do not grow at a uniform rate like the tips of the rays. 

I shall now consider the case of a long hollow circular cylinder 
of ice, filled with water, whose external surface is kept at a con- 
stant temperature 0i which is below the melting point of the 
ice 00- Let ri and r, be the internal and external radii of the 
cylinder. Then if is the temperature at the internal surface 
the amount of heat conducted through the cylinder per unit 
len^h in unit time is, if the temperature of the internal surface 
andr, are supposed to vary very slowly, 

2irir(g-g0 
log- 

When Vi and r, are very nearly equal, Vi will change rapidly, so 
that the above expression, which assumes that a steady state has 
been reached, will not be applicable. Also when the cylinder is 
thick must be very nearly equal to 0o, so that practically all the 
heat produced by the solidification is conducted away through the 
iee, consequently 

^1 
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But -^ = G(0.-0), 

80 that r,C8F= ^^^~^' ^ . 

log? 

Therefore = 0, ^ ^^' ~ ^'^ . 

nCsFlog^ + K 

If 5.-^1=10" C, /i =0-0015, F==SO, C = r2 — * and 

sec 

?', = 2 cms, the following table gives the values of (^o — ^) for 

several values of r, according to this formula : 



ry 


0,-0 


0"2 cms 


O^OOOS^ C. 


10 


0-00023 


1-8 


000082 


1-99 


0-0164 



7* 7* 

Since Vi log - is a maximum when r, = — , the supercooling of 
^1 ^ . . . ^ . 

the water in the cyliader is a minimum for this value of ri. 

Since "W"^^^*"^^' 

I shall now consider the case of an infinite quantity of the 
supercooled licjuid beginning to solidify all over an infinite plane. 
Since everything is symmetrical about the plane, the solid will 
form a plane slab half on each side of the original plane. Let X 
be half the thickness of the slab at a time t reckoned fix>m the 
instant when X = 0. Since when the supercooling is small the 
latent heat of fusion is very large compared with the supercooling, 
practically all the heat produced goes into the liquid. Hence 

ndX T. d0 

tiff 

where -j- is the slope of temperature in the liquid at the sur&oe 
of the solid. 
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If a quantity of heat <r per unit area is instantaneously 
generated over an infinite plane and left to di£Fuse, then after a 
ume t the temperature at any point distant x from the plane is 
given by 

1 <r€^ 

wheie it = — the diffiisivity. If all the heat goes to one side of 

o 

the plane this result must of course be doubled. In any elq^ient 
of time dt the heat produced on the surface of the solid is 

sF -jT dt per unit area. 

This will raise the temperature of any point in the liquid at a 
subsequent time t' by 

-(g-xy 



dt ^Trkif-tY 

Henoe if di is the ori^;inal temperature of the liquid the rise in 
temperature at any point in the liquid at a time t' is 



Jo dt V-n-JfcCt'-f) 
Differentiating this with respect to te and substituting in 

where x «= X\ gives 

dt{t^f) Jo dt^ ^2VA»(^-0»7r 

which is an equation connecting X and 1f» When f= 0, this gives 

d^X 
Hence -sF-j^~ ^^^^^^cc. 

dX 

But -^ = C(^o- ^), where is temperature of the solid, 

VOU X. PT. L 3 
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c&« " dt' 



d0 
dt 



= 00 , when < = 0. 



Consequently if a curve ie drawn to represent the variation of 
the temperature of the surface of the ice with the time it will 
be of the following general form. 




Fig. 8. 

When t = the curve touches the axis of 0, and when ^ = oo 

5= do- 



Since 



=ci0,-e^)t-Gl\0-er)dt, 

Jo 

the area between the above curve and the line d = d© is propor- 
tional to X. Hence X at first increases rapidly but the rate of 
increase falls oif very quickly as the time increases. 

If a supercooled liquid is poured on to a plane layer of the 
solid solidification does not take place uniformly all over the 
solid but rays of solid grow out into the liquid. Any smaU 
projection on the solid loses heat to the liquid more easily than 
the rest and consequently grows quicker, so that p. plane surface 
of the solid is unstable when in contact with supercooled liquid. 

Since the rays of solid formed grow with a uniform velocity 
they must lose heat by conduction at the same rate that it is 




Fig. 4. 



produced by the solidification. Hence round the point of the 
ray there is a distribution of temperature of constant type 
travelling through the liquid along with the point of the ray. 
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Eveiything in symmetrical about the axis of a ray, so that 
each ray is a solid of revolution about the axis. In the case of 
phenol the rays resemble paraboloids of revolution and are less 
finely pointed when the supercooling is large than when it is 
smalL 

If ^ is the angle which a tangent plane to the surface of a 
ray at a point P makes with the axis of the ray, then 

where v is the velocity of the point of the ray and 6 the tempe- 
rature at P. 

At the tip of the ray v = (7 (tf^ — 0^\ where 0^ is the temperature 
of the tip. 

When the supercooling is not too small so that v is considerable 
0^—01 will be nearly zero, but when v is very small then 0p — 0i 
may be considerable compared with 0^ — 0-^, Consequently when 
the supercooling is very small the velocity will be smaller than 
would be expected if the tip were supf)osea to be at the original 
temperature of the liquid. This explains the small rate at which 
the velocity increases with the supercooling when the supercooling 
is very small. 



Monday, November 14, 1898. 
Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

Mr A. WiLLET and Mr El J. Bles were proposed for election. 

The following Communications were made to the Society: — 

(1) Orthogenetic variation in the shells of Chelonia. By 
H. Oadow, F.R.S. 

The investigation is based upon 20 newly-hatched specimens 
of the " Loggerhead " Turtle, Thcblassochelys caretta, collected from 
(me nest by Dr Willey. This material was further supplemented 
by 21 newiy-hatched and 15 other specimens of all sizes. 

The variations are very numerous and manifold. The number 
of median scutes varies from 8 to 7 to 6, and the lateral or costal 
scutes range from 7 to 6 to 5, and they are either symmetrical or 
nneven, there being perhaps 7 on the left and 6 on the right side, 
or vice versa. 

These variations can be reduced to a system. 

3—2 
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When there are 8 median scutes the 7th is generally the 
smallest, being in a half squeezed-out condition. The same 
applies to the 5th scute, especially where there are only 7 or 6 
median scutes in all. Again, when the 5th median scute is much 
reduced and irregular, the 4th pair of costals exhibits all the 
stages from the normal size to tne tiny, almost completely sup- 
pressed, vestige of a scute. 

The normal shield possesses 6 median (including the so-called 
nuchal) and 5 pairs of costal scutes. 

Of the total of 56 specimens not less than 43 are abnormal, 
= ^6-6 7, . 

Of the 41 newly*hatched not less than 38 are abnormal, 
= 92-7 7„. 

The percentage of abnormalities is 4 to 5 times as great in the 
newly-hatched as in the adult, and it decreases gradually from the 
smaller to the larger and very large specimens. 

We have no reason whatever to assume that those little turtles 
which were bom with irregular scutes were doomed to perdition, 
while only the normal specimens were , predestined to live and to 
propagate the race. Such an assumption is contradicted by the 
fact that not less than 20 to 25 ""/^ of mature turtles are wrong in 
their shields and do very well indeed for all we know to the contrary. 

A comparative anatomical study of the carapace and shield of 
the Chelonia shows that there existed originally Tortoises with 
8 median and 8 pairs of costal and dermal bones, the latter corre- 
sponding in number and position with the epidermal scutea 

The present abnormalities are atavistic reminiscences, and 
most of the individuals seem to grow out of those irregularities, 
and this reduction or squeezing-out of some of the scutes proceeds 
in a very regular way. It begins with the 7th and 5th median, 
and the 5th or 4th pair of costal scutes respectively, and ends, in 
the *' Loggerhead," with the suppression of tne originally 2nd pair 
of costal scutes. 

This process is an instance of a widely-spread law, namely, that 
the number of a serial set of organs or parts has a tendency 
towards reduction in numbers, while the remaining parts are 
better developed, more neatly finished, and consequently become 
more effective. 

Our little turtles start with many, with at least 22, dorsal 
scutes (leaving out the marginals), and they reduce them to 16. 
A further reduction to 14 (by suppression of the originally first 
pair of costal scutes) occurs in Chelone imbricata and in the 
majority of the Tortoises. Suppression of the nuchal or first 
median scute reduces the total number to 13, a condition pre- 
vailing in most of the side-neck-hiding Tortoises and in some 
species of Testudo. 
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All this indicates onward development; the ideal, in the case 
of the Loggerhead, is the 16-scuted snell. Those which start with 
22 perhaps never reach the ideal, but natural selection does not 
intofere with them. Others start with 21, 20, 19, or 18, and most 
of these seem to reach the goal. Lastly, there are some few 
precocious individuals which are born with the right number of 16. 
Anyhow this is onward development, and since these variations 
all lie in the direct line of descent (and the more serious the 
?ariationy the further back it points) / call this kind of atavistic 
variation orthogenetic. 

The full paper on this subject, with numerous illustrations, 
will appear in Ft. m. of Dr Wiliey's Zoological Results^ 

(2) Some points m the Morphology of the Enteropnmsta, By 
Dr A. WiLLET. 

The body- wall of Enteropneusta is characterised externally by 
annulations determined by the zonary disposition of epidermal 
glands and separated by interannular CTOOvea The potentialities 
of these structures are indicated by the external liver-saccules of 
Ptychoderidae which are enlargements of the annulations ; and by 
the dermal pits of Spengelia which are intergonadial depressions 
of the interannular grooves. 

Li the Enteropneusta and in the Cephalochorda the gonads 
are more or less coextensive with the gill-clefts, both being 
primarily unlimited in number. The process of limitation may 
be supposed to have acted correlatively with the processes of 
cephausation and regional differentiation, and the result of it is 
seen in the concentration both of gonads and of gill-clefts in the 
anterior region of the trunk which has hence been designated the 
branchiogenital re^on. 

A theory of gill-slits was developed, according to which gill- 
slits arose in the interannular depressions while the gonads were 
disposed in zones corresponding with the epidermal annulations. 
The primary function of the gill-slits was the oxygenation of the 
gonads, their secondary function being the respiration of the 
individual. In most cases the gonads have been secondarily 
emancipated from the gill-clefbs in correlation with the elaboration 
of the vascular system. In the author's opinion the evidence in 
sapport of this theory is overwhelming. A collective name, 
Branchiotrema, was introduced to include all animals which 
possess gill-slits, whether in the adult or in the embryo. 

The theory outlined above will be incorporatea, with other 
matter, in a memoir on Enteropneusta from the South Pacific to 
appear in Part III. Zoological Remits (Cambridge University Press) 
wliich will shortly be published. 
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(3) On Lepidodendron from the Calci/erovs Sandstone of 
Scotland. By Mr A. C. Seward and A. W. Hill, B.A., Eing^s 
College. 

(Abstra^^.) 

A description was given of the anatomy of an uDusually well- 
preserved stem of Lepidodendron Wunschianum recently found in 
a railway cutting at Dalmeny in Linlithgowshire. The material 
was generously placed in Mr Seward's hands by Mr Eidston of 
Stirling, and a large polished section of the fossil has been added 
to the Museum of Practical Geology, Jenny n Street. This species 
of Lepidodendron was originally described by Carruthers and after- 
wards by Williamson from specimens found in the volcanic rocks 
of Arran, but the Dalmeny stem is much more perfect and exhibits 
some important features which have not been previously observed. 
The stem measures nearly 40 cm. in diameter, the outer bark is 
well preserved, but the more delicate middle cortex was destroyed 
before petrifaction ; the innermost cortex and the central cylinder 
show remarkably perfect structure. One of the important 
characters noticed in the stem was the structure of the leaf-trace 
bundles; these consist of a small strand of xylem more or less 
completely surrounded by radially disposed rows of secondary 
elements. The presence of numerous secretory canals in the 
outer cortex or phelloderm was also referred to as a feature of 
some interest. 



Monday, 28 November, 1898. 
Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

The following were elected Fellows of the Society : 

W. Welsh, M.A., Jesus College. 

W. M«F. Orr, M.A, St John's College. 

G. T. Walker, M.A., Trinity College. 

J. Graham-Kerr, B.A, Christ's College. 

J. H. Grace, B.A., Peterhouse. 

E. W. Barnes, B.A., Trinity College. 

The following communications were made to the Society : — 

(1) On the Flame-spectrum of Mercury, and its bearing an 
the distribution of energy in gases. By Professor Liveinq. 

Hitherto, I believe, no flame-spectrum of mercury has been 
described, though that metal gives a spectrum of very brilliant 
rays when it is one of the electrodes of a spark discharge ; and 
some years ago Prof Dewar and I observed a very strong, difluse, 
and easily reversed ray, with wave-length 2535*8, when mercur)' 
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was introduced into the electric arc. Recently I have found that 
the same ray was produced by mercury heated in a flame of 
cyanogen burning in oxygen. As Prof Dewar and I pointed out 
lone ago, this flame is nearly the hottest known, on account of the 
endothermic character of cyanogen and the large amount of 
en«^ stored in the compound and liberated as heat when it is 
bomtb B^des the ultra-violet ray, X 2635'8, I found another 
mercury ray developed in the cyanogen flame at wave-length 4358 
in the indigo-blue. 

The cyanogen was made by heating cyanide of mercury, and 
after paasmg through a spiral tube kept cool to condense the most 
of the mercury vapour, it was burnt at a platinum jet in the 
middle of a wider jet of oxygen. The spectrum was formed by a 
concave grating and photographed, and the wave-lengths of the 
rays determined by comparison with the iron spectrum. 

The emission of these two rays in a flame where the stimulus 
appears to be only the high temperature, since mercury is not 
known to combine with either oxygen, carbon, or nitroeen at such 
a temperature, seems to be a tact of some theoretic interest. 
I cannot help regarding the production of spectra by an electric 
discharge as essentially a diflerent process from the production by 
heat. The electric d^harge may, not improbably, set up vibra- 
tions in the molecules directly, and the heat which attends the 
discharge, often only feeble, may be only a secondary phenomenon. 
At any rate a great many rays are given out by various elements 
in an electric discharge which have never been observed to result 
from mere heating. But the emission of light by hot mercury 
vapour is of interest in connexion with the fact that the ratio of 
the specific heats of mercury vapour, at constant pressure and 
constant volume, is almost exactly what it would be if none of the 
heat added were employed in producing any vibratory motion, or 
other form of motion within the molecule. The spectrum emitted 
by mercury in the cyanogen flame proves that heat, at a suffi- 
ciently high temperature, is, in p6ui}, transformed into vibratory 
motion which affects the ether ; and the true inference from the 
ratio of the specific heats appears to be, that, at the temperature 
at which this ratio was measured, the amount of heat converted 
into vilmitory motion is very small compared with the amount 
which remains heat. What the temperature may be in the 
compressed gas during the passage of a sound-wave I do not 
know, but it cannot be very high. 

In order to find an upper limit I had a tube, similar to those 
used for finding the velocity of sound in gases, filled, in the dark, 
with a mixture of hydrogen and chlorine in equal volumes, and 
then the tube was sounded by drawing it through the fingers 
ou?ered with a resined glove. The sounding of the tube was 
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repeated a good many times, but it did not, to any sensible degrei 
bnng about a combination of the gases, for on opening the tu^ 
in a solution of soda the chlorine was absorbed and the h 
left in the original volume. 

I think, tnen, that it must be allowed that, though at the^ 
temperature of the compressed gas in the sound-wave no sensible 
fraction of the heat is converted into vibratory motion in the 
molecules of mercury, this does not hold for higher temperatures. 

If this be admitted we must abandon the hypothesis that, in 
gases, energy communicated to the molecules is distributed equally 
in all the degrees of freedom. I could never see any valid reason 
for this hypothesis, and many physicists have long ago repu- 
diated it 

But there is another point. Some people see in the ratio of 
the specific heats of mercury vapour an argument for supposing 
that the molecules of that vapour, which are chemical atoms, are 
really the rigid spheres, which the old Epicurean philosophy 
suggested, and which have become familiar by their use as a 
working hypothesis for facilitating the mathematical calculations 
of the kinetic theory of gases. This hypothesis is untenable for 
other reasons besides the facts here adduced. Nevertheless it 
underlies the assumption that monatomic molecules are incapable 
of acquiring any vibratory or internal form of motion from energy 
communicated to them as heat, whence it has been concluded 
that every gas which is found to have 1*66, or thereabouts, for the 
ratio of its specific heats must be monatomic. It is possible that 
a chemically monatomic molecule may have, though it is not 
probable that it really has, a simpler constitution than a chemi- 
cally complex molecule, and so may have not so many degrees of 
freedom as the latter, but still a plurality of degrees. 

(2) On the variation of intensity of the Absorption Bands of 
different Didymiwm Salts dissolved in water, and its bearing on the 
ionization theory of the colour of solutions of salts. By ftofessor 

LiVEING. 

In common with many others I have spent much time and 
trouble in trying to separate the elements of the Yttrium and 
Cerium groups of earths. Latterly my assistant, Mr Purvis, has 
for two or three years been fractionating some mixtures of these 
earths, and, though he has not succeeded in getting products 
spectroscopically pure, he has come across results which appeared 
to me worth K)llowing up. The investigation is yet far from 
complete, but a preliminary account of it may be of some interest 

The main facts are that while the absorption bands produced 
by solutions of the chloride and the nitrate have the same positions 
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and general character in both salts, and the same intensities so 
long as the solutions are equivalent and moderately dilute, yet 
more concentrated equivalent solutions shew unequal variations 
in the intensities of the absorptions, some being stronger with the 
nitrate and others stronger with the chloride. 

The mixture of earths used contained praseodymia and neo* 
dymia^ samaria and some other earths, but was spectroscopically 
free firom lanthana, though not from yttria. Some of the oxide 
was gently ignited, and equal quantities weighed out for solution 
ID different acids so as to give solutions of equivalent strengths 
when diluted to equal volumes. The sulphate is so much less 
soluble than the nitrate and chloride, that equivalent solutions of 
these three salts could only be prepared in a rather dilute condition. 
In the case of the nitrate and cnloride the solutions were evapo- 
rated to drive off all excess of acid and then redissolved in water. 
They were interposed between a lime-light and the slit of the 
spectroscope in tubes closed with quartz lenses at their ends so as 
to concentrate the transmitted light on the slit. The spectroscope 
had quartz objectives and calcite prisms. Also the spectra to be 
compared were always photographed in succession on the same 
plate, so that inequalities in the development, as well as in the 
intensity of the light used, might be as far as possible avoided. 

Equivalent solutions of the sulphate, nitrate, and chloride ^ve 
absorptions which were indistinguishable from each other. This 
is in accordance with the theory which has been worked out by 
Ostwald, that dilute solutions of salts which have one, and the 
same, coloured ion, with various colourless ions, all shew the same 
absorptions. 

The absorptions by a thickness of 6 inches of each of a series 
of equivalent solutions of the chloride and nitrate were then 
photographed, the strength of the solutions being regularly grad- 
uated ; and subsequently the absorptions by a thicKuess of 3 inches 
of the same series. The range of tne spectrum photographed was 
from about a wave-length X 522 to \ 365, and again, on a second 
set of plates, from about \ 369 to X 315, i,e. nearly up to i8> of the 
solar spectrum. 

The strongest solutions employed contained 21*6315 grms. 
of the oxide which, after conversion into nitrate, or chloride, 
was dissolved in 70 c.c. of water. The more dilute were prepared 
from this by successive dilutions to j^, ^, ^, ... to ^ of the original 
strength. 

Uomparing the effects of the same thickness of solutions of the 
various degrees of dilution, we find in the region between X 522 
«iidX365: 

1. That all the bands produced by the dilute solutions are 
strengthened, in both chloride and nitrate, in the stronger solutions. 
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and also widened, the more difiuse being most widened The 
narrow, sharply defined, band about \ 427 retains its character, but 
is nevertheless sensibly widened 

2. The difference between the nitrate and chloride is that the 
light on the more refrangible side falls away in the spectrum of 
the chloride, from about \ 420, at a more rapid rate than in the 
spectrum of the nitrate. It is as if a broad, weak, absorption 
beginning from the more refrangible part, gradually extended down 
to the violet region^ in the chloride, but not in the nitrate. 

Also the light which gets through the chloride in the green 
seems a little less than that which gets through the nitrate, as 
if the chloride had a faint, broad, araorption band in the green 
which the nitrate had not. 

If we accept the theory that the absorptions common to the 
salts in dilute solutions ai*e due to their common ions, namely, the 
didymium and other metallic ions, then these broad absorptions, 
which appear to be added when a stronger solution of the chloride 
is employed, may be ascribed to the undecomposed chloride, or 
they may possibly be due to the chlor-ion« As they have not 
hitherto been observed to be produced by a solution of hydrochloric 
acid, which must contain the chlor-ion, it is not probable that they 
are due to the chlor-ion, 

Turning to the more refrangible section of the spectrum we 
find, with the weakest solutions (Ath the original strength), 
chloride and nitrate, four well-markea absorption bands between 
lines N and of the solar spectrum, which may reasonably be 
ascribed to the didjmiium and other metallic ions. Light passing 
through the nitrate begins to fall away a little above (X344), 
and thence onwards diminishes so rapidly that beyond about X 333 
nothing is seen in the photograph ; while with the chloride li^t 
comes through quite to the edge of the plate (X 315) but with 
diminishing mtensity from X 345 onwards. 

With stronger solutions, -^^ the original strength, all the bands 
are expanded, and in. the chloride a broad, diffuse, band shews 
itself between X 333 and X 326, and a faint, very di£Fuse band 
about X 338. The nitrate lets hardly any light through beyond 
X 338, and the light which gets through about X344 is very much 
weakened. 

With still stronger .solutions all light above X 360, or thereabouts, 
is absorbed by the nitrate ; also more and more is absorbed by the 
chloride, so that with the strongest solutions nothing at all is seen 
in the plates beyond X 370. 

In fact the fading of the light in the case of the chloride seems 
due to the gradual increase of a very wide and diffuse absorption 
extending farther and farther towards the less refrangible side. 
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In the case of the nitrate, there is a more marked absorption 
of a like kind by the dilate solutions, but it is not widened so 
much by the stronger solutions. 

Throa^out the series the absorption bands which are common 
to the chloride and nitrate are always, except in the most dilute 
solutions, a little stronger for the chloride than for the nitrate, the 
difference being more pronounced for stronger solutions. This 
may be accounted for by supposing a larger proportion of the 
chloride to be ionized than of the nitrate. 

When the absorption produced by a thickness of three inches 
of a solution of the chloride is compared with that produced by a 
thickness of six inches of solution of half the strength, it appears 
that the bands in the blue, supposed to be due to the metallic 
ioDs, are'stronjger with the thickness of six inches of the weaker 
BolutioD, whereas the effect of the broad diffuse absorption, affect* 
ing chiefly the most refrangible part of the spectrum, and supposed 
to be due to the un-ionized salt, is more marked with the smaller 
thickness of stronger solution, These effects are not very evident 
when the salt is mtrate ; but that may be because the absorption 
ascribed to the un-ionized nitrate is both stronger and more sharply 
defined than that of the un-ionized chloride, so that shades of 
variation cannot be so easily observed when the nitrate is used. 
As £bu- as the chloride is concerned, these observations point to a 
relative increase in the proportion of the salt ionized as the 
eolation is diluted. 

Generally these observations tend to confirm the theory of 
Ostwald, but much more extended observations are needed, and 
some with other salts are already in progresa The effects of 
temperatare will be taken in hand as soon as possible. 

It is difficult to see how the ionization theory of solution can 
be tested spectroscopically in any other way, at least until we 
have learnt what the spectroscopic characters of the ions are. It 
is not possible, with our present knowledge, to predict the proper- 
ties of ions, except so fiar as to say that, since the ions differ in 
their intrinsic energies from the elements of the salts ionized, it is 
almost certain that they will differ in their properties too. 

Ostwald speaks of their being statically charged with elec- 
tricity as a cause capable of changing their chemical and other 
properties ; but statical charges seem to be affections of the field 
rather than of the charged oodies, and the intrinsic properties of 
charged substances are not found experimentally to be different 
from those of the same substances uncharged. On the other 
hand, what are called allotropic variations of a substance differ 
bom one another in intrinsic energy, and the changes of energy 
which occur when the same element enters into the formation of 
two salts of different types, as for example ferrous and ferric 
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chloride, are unequal. Hence we should expect the ferrous ion to 
differ in intrinsic energy from the ferric ion, and to differ also in 
properties, as we find solutions of ferrous and ferric salts to differ 
in colour. But though we may measure the changes of energy 
we cannot yet connect the amount of such chisinge with any specific 
change of properties. 



(3) On the Comparative Colour of the Vapour of Iodine in 
Air at Atmospheric Pressure and in Vacuum, By Professor 
Dewar. 

Recently, having had occasion to compare Iodine with other 
vacua in the construction of the vessels used for the storage and 
manipulation of Liquid Air in low temperature research, some 
facts about the behaviour of the vapour of iodine have been 
observed that deserve to be recorded. 

Pure iodine in the solid state is usually represented as being 
perfectly opaque to light, but this is not the character of the iodine 
distilled and condensed on a surface of glass at temperatures 
between — 182" and — 183° C. in vacuum test-tubes or bulbs by 
the use of liquid air. Under such conditions it is easy to get 
transparent films of iodine of varying grades of thickness showing 
brilliantly the colours of thin plates by reflection; and to keep 
them permanently as long as the low temperature is . maintained. 
The first addition of liquid air to the vacuum bulb or test-tube 
containing excess of solid iodine causes instant precipitation of 
an opaque film, but this can be avoided by cooling the crystals of 
iodine which have been sublimed down to the lower part of the 
outer test-tube or bulb by a preliminary cooling with a little solid 
carbonic acid. In this condition when the inner surface of the 
vacuum vessel is cooled with liquid air, the iodine can only de- 
posit from an atmosphere of great tenuity, and, when a given 
thickness of deposit is reached, any increase can be stopped by 
lifting the vessel from the carbonic acid bath and placing it in 
liquid air. In the same way films of other substances can be de- 
posited which may be useful in the examination of many physical 
problems. 

Stas says pure iodine gives no visible vapour at the ordinary 
temperature. This observation of Stas is contrary to my ex- 
perience. Samples of iodine made from subiodide of copper, from 
iodoform, and from solution of iodine in potassium iodide, all gave 
in half litre flasks when excess of iodine for saturation was 
present, a visible colour to the atmosphere at the ordinary tem- 
perature. When however a similar flask containing the same 
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iodine was exhausted of air, the colour of the atmosphere was 
markedly less^ and this distinction remained even when the flasks 
were heated side by side in a water bath. If, instead of air, the 
iodine vapour .diffuses into an atmosphere of carbonic acid, 
hydrogen or oxygen, in similar flasks, placed in a water bath, the 
colour remains to all appearance the same as in air; but in all 
cases it \a much more marked than in one from which the gaseous 
atmosphere, other than iodine, has been in great part removed by 
the FIuss pump. No change in the mode of operating the filling 
of the air and vacuum flasks has made the difference in colour 
disappear, although a do^en flasks have been filled from time to 
time. The iodine was sublimed from anhydrous Baryta, and 
excess of the latter was placed in some flasks along with the 
iodine and kept for months without making any change in the 
nature of the results. The flasks containing the Baryta, even 
when repeatedly heated to the boiling point of water, made no 
apparent difference in the resulta This seems to prove that 
Tapour of water or hydriodio acid has nothing to do with the 
«aase of the difference in the colour of the iodine vapour in the 
air and vacuous flasks. It is not necessary to use flasks, as two 
lengths of glass tubing an inch or less in diameter and about 
a foot in length, one exhausted the other not, when heated side 
by side in a steam or water vapour bath, show difference of 
colour. 

To get an approximate value of the tension of the saturated 
^potu* of iodine about the ordinary temperature, a Rankine 
formula of two terms was calculated taking the known pressure 
at 58r C. as 49 mm. and that at 118-8°C. as 87 mm. These gave:— 

log P= 9-3635 - =^ mm (1). 

If however the tension iat 85^ and 114*1° are selected for 
calculation, 

log P = 100392 - ^ (2). 

where T is the absolute temperature. From this formula the 
tensions in mm. of mercury at 0° and ll** are respectively 0*07 
and 0*18 mm. The weight of iodine in the litre would thus 
become about 1 and 1*94 mill., at 0"" and ll^'C. respectively. In 
order to check this calculation the quantity of iodine required to 
nturate a litre of dry air at 0*" and ll'' C. was determined by passing 
a slow current of air over a column of iodine and subsequently 
absorbing the vapour of iodine out of the saturated air current 
in caustic potash solution. The alkaline solution on acidulation 
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was titrated with hyposulphide of soda and starch solution. The 
results of the experiments were as follows : — 





MilligTams per 


Pressuie in mm 




litre. 


of meroQiy. 


o°c. 


0-24, 


0017, 


irc. 


1-25, 


0-087, 


30*0. 


•t-70, 


0-858. 



In each case the calculated tensions are less than that deduced 
from the vapour pressure, equation (1). The values approach 
those given by Arctowski {Zeit, Anorg. Chem. 1895) as a deduc- 
tion fi^m his experiments on the volatilization of iodine. From 
this it would follow that equation (2) for the tension is the best. 
In the liquid state the tensions are well represented, (3) by 

log p = 7*924 =^ mm. From formula (2) the molecular latent 

heat of the solid iodine is 14480 units, and for the liquid con- 
dition from (3) the value is 10663. The experimental value of 
the latent heat of liquid iodine given by Favre is 6,000 unita 
From this it would follow that the thermal values of some of the 
physical constants of iodine require redetermination* It is inte- 
resting to observe that the heat units required to dissociate the 
molecule of iodine, viz. 28600, is roughly twice the calculated 
latent heat. 

The various experiments recorded lead to the conclusion that 
the phenomenon is a real one and not due to adventitious causes. 
The question then remains as to its explanation. It is well known 
that the vapour pressure in a vacuum is often greater than in air 
at atmospheric pressure. On the other hand Professor J. J. 
Thomson in his work entitled ''Application of Dynamics to 
Physics aiid Ch6mis'ti*y," p. 169, discusses this very question* He 
shows that the effect of the pressure of an inert gas must be to 
raise the vapour pressure above that given in a vacuum. Taking 
his formula as being applicable to ioaine, the difference between 
the two conditions of pressure should amount to j}^ of the wholCi 
Now the question arises, is this amount sufficient to explain ! 
the difference of colour or will it be necessary to bring in other I 
factors which may operate, such as solution of solids in gas under { 
compression, or dissociation? Further experiments wfll be re* 
quired of a more refined character before a definite answer to thia 
question can be given. 

Hamay and Hogarth first showed that alcohol vapour above 
its critical point and therefore at a pressure exceeding 60 atmo* 
spheres could dissolve solids like bromide and iodide of potasaioni; 
and Cailletet a little later showed that liouid carbonic acid waa, 
dissolved by air under high compression. Dr Villaid has recently 
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made a series of experiments on the same subject in which he 
proves that bromine and iodine dissolve in air or oxygen under 
nigh compression. He says, "L'lode se dissout ^galement en 
quantity sensible dans TOxyg^ne, mais le ph^nom^ne n'est bien 
visible au'^ partir de 100 atmospheres et dans des tubes de 5 milli- 
metres ae diam^tre au moins." 

The experiment exhibited would appear to show that one 
atmosphere of pressure is sufficient to produce a sensible difference 
of colour in the case of iodine vapour diffused in air as compared 
with a vacunm ; &nd in the meantime as a lecture illustration the 
experiment may be of some interest. 

(4) On the partitions of nvmbers which possess symmetrical 
ffraphs. By Major MacMahon, ScD., F.R.S. 

[Printed in the Transactions, Vol. xvii. Part ii.] 
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/>-, ih^ 'motion of a charged ion in a magnetic field. By 
Protoor J. J- Thomson. 

{^Received January 23, 1899. Read January 23, 1899.] 

Tbe mot^ion of a charged particle when under the influence of 
ftcnet hftfi hitherto been chiefly considered when, as in the 
^ the cathode rajrs, the &ee path of tbe charged particle is 
1 nir th^^ ^^^ effects of its collision with tbe molecules of the 
tl^ough which it moves are not appreciable. When, however, 
^^ free path is small and the collisions numerous tbe effect of 
^ sarrounding gas is to make tbe velocity of the particle pro- 
**^^. ^j^l to the force acting upon it; when the free path is long it 
P**^ ^j^^^cel^o^ion and not the velocity which is proportional to 
^ . f^^c^^ In tbe following paper I have investigated the effect 
^y^ jnag^^^ ^^ ^^^ motion of a charged particle when the free 

|. |. ^, T, Z be the components of the electric intensity, 
zT*^ fchofl© of the magnetic force, w, v, w those of the velocity. 
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e the charge on the particle. The components of the force on the 
particle are 

Ye -he (yu — aw), 
Ze + e(av — ^m). 

Hence, since the velocity of the particle is proportional to the 
force we have, k being a coefficient depending on the nature and 
pressure of the gas, 

eku — Xe-\- e(l3w — yv), 

or ku + yv — I3w = X. 

Similarly, 

^yU'\-kv-{-aw= F, 

^u — (xv-\-kw = Z. 

Solving these equations we have 

k'X + k(yY'-l3Z) + a(oLX-{-fiY-hyZ) 



u = 



v = 



w = 



k'Y '\- k(aZ '-yX) + l3(aX + fiY+yZ) 
k'Z-hk(l3X^aY) + y{aX-h^Y+yZ) 



We see at once from these equations that when the magnetic 
force is small compared with k, u, v, w are proportional to X, Y, Z, 
that is, the particle follows a line of electric force ; on the other 
hand when the magnetic force is large compared with k, u, v, w 
are proportional to a, 13, y, that is, the particle follows a line of 
magnetic force : thus in very intense fields the paths of these 
particles will be the lines of magnetic force. In the general case, 
if JSr is the magnetic and F the electric force, and the angle 
between them, the velocity has a component along the line of 
electric force proportional to I(^F; another component along the 
line of magnetic force proportional to H^F coad, and a third 
component, at right angles both to the magnetic and electric 
forces and proportional to kHF sin 6, In this case the path is 
neither along the line of electric nor magnetic force, but is a 
spiral. 

When the electric force is radial and the magnetic field constant 
we can find the equation to the path of the particle. Take the 
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origin at the centre of force and the direction of the magnetic 
force as the axis of Z, our equations are 

dx^J^X^JerfJ 

dt h^ + hf ^^^' 

dy h^T^hjX 

dt^ h^^hf W, 

dz_ 1(^Z'\-rfZ _Z 

dt ifc» + jfc7» "]E ^'^^' 

Since y^ = - , we get from (1) and (2) 

k (ydx — xdy) = 7 {ydy + xdx\ 
or if a; = pcos^, y = psin ^ 

— kf^ dtf) = ypdpf 

or p = Ce y . 

# 

From 1, 2, and 3 we get 

xdx -f ydy A* ^d^ 
a?" + y» "'FTy'^' 

or a^ + f^C'i^+i' (4), 

hence i? = (7"e ^y *' . 

Thns the path of the particle is a spiral traced on the sur- 
face (4). 

The relative importance of the three components of the 
velocity depends upon the value of HIk. Now k is the reciprocal 
of the velocity acquired by the ion unaer unit electric force; if we 
caO this velocity v^ ^the relative importance of the three com- 
ponents of the velocity depends upon the value of Hvo\ if this is 
urge, the ions follow the lines of magnetic force ; if it is small, 
they follow the lines of electric force, while in intermediate cases 
they pursue a spiral path. Thus if we keep the magnetic force 
constant and consider ions which move with different speeds 
under unit potential gradient, the more quickly moving ions may 
travel along lines of magnetic force, while the more slowly moving 
ones may travel along spirals. In the discharge of electricity 
through gases^ whenever the velocity of the ions has been measured, 
the velocity of the negative ion has always been found to be 

4—2 
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greater than that of the positive; and I have shown in a 
paper in the Philosophical Magazine for March 1899 that this 
difference in the velocities of the positive and negative ions would 
account for many of the differences between the phenomena at 
the positive and negative electrodes in a vacuum tube. The 
preceding analysis shows that the same hypothesis will account 
for the difference in behaviour of the negative glow and of the 
positive column when in a magnetic field. Pllicker showed that in 
strong magnetic fields the negative glow follows the lines of 
magnetic force ; the positive column on the other hand does not 
do so, but pursues a more or less spiral path. This is what we 
should expect if the negative glow marks the path of the rapidly 
moving negative particles for which Hv^ is large; while in the 
positive column (where we have to do with the more slowly 
moving positive ions for which Hvq is not so large, not large 
enough to allow us to neglect the components of the velocity 
along the lines of electric force, and in the direction at right 
angles to the electric and magnetic forces in comparison with the 
component along the lines of magnetic force) the path of the 
particles will be spirals. 



The forrmition of clouds with ozone. By John S. Townsend, 
M.A., Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge. 

[Beceived J&nvLBJcj 13, 1899. Bead J&nu&rj 23, 1899.] 

1. The properties of the clouds which are formed with oxygen 
containing ozone have been investigated by many experimenters 
and very different conclusions have been arrived at as to the 
cause of their formation. The methods by which these clouds can 
be obtained are very numerous, but the following experiments deal 
only with three of the principal casea 

When oxygen containing ozone is bubbled through a solution 
of potassium iodide a cloud begins to appear over the surface of 
the solution after the bubbling has been going on for a few 
minutes. No such effect is observed when the gas is passed 
through pure water. Meissner explains this result by supposing 
that there are two allotropic forms of oxygen made by the silent 
discharge,— ozone and antozone, the latter of which has the power 
of condensing water to form a cloud when the ozone is removed. 
Thus, when ozone is removed from oxygen by passing the gas 
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through a solution of potassium iodide or of sodium metabisul- 
phite, the antozone is unaffected by the solution and forms a 
cloud with the water vapour present. When however sodium 
sulphite is used to remove the ozone no cloud is formed, which is 
explained by Meissner by assuming that in this case the antozone 
is also removed by the sodium sulphite solution. This explanation 
is not generally considered to be correct, but that given by sub- 
sequent experimenters who advocated the theory that the cloud 
consisted of hydrogen peroxide is more universally accepted. This 
latter theory is founded entirely upon the evidence that has been 
brought forward of the presence of hydrogen peroxide in the 
cloud, although it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to 
detect the presence of hydrogen peroxide in minute quantities in 
a gas which contains ozone. From the experiments which are 
here described the following conclusions have been arrived at : 

(a) The cause of the formation of the cloud is due to the 
action of ozone on a gas which escapes from the solution through 
which it is bubbled. 

(6) The formation of the drops is in no way due to spray 
thrown up fix>m the solution. 

(c) The cloud consists mainly of water. 

When a mixture of oxygen and ozone is bubbled through a 
solution of potassium iodide, iodine is liberated which dissolves in 
the potassium iodide and gives the solution a red colour ; small 

Siantities of iodine escape from the solution and diffuse through 
e gas above the solution and into the bubbles of the ^as as they 
rise through the liquid. Similarly with sodium metabisulphide ; 
sulphur dioxide is formed as the ozone acts on the salt and some 
of it gets mixed with the ozone. In both these cases a cloud is 
fonned, but when sodium sulphite is used to remove the ozone 
from the oxygen no gas is formed by the action, and no cloud 
appears above the solution. The following experiments show that 
it IS to the action of ozone on the gaseous iodine and on sulphur 
dioxide that the formation of these clouds must be attributed. 

2. The ozone which was used was prepared from oxygen given 
off by the electrolysis of dilute sulphuric acid. The gas was first 
passed through a solution of potassium iodide to remove traces of 
ozone and hydrogen peroxide, and then dried by sulphuric acid. 
After leaving the sulphuric acid the oxygen was passed through a 
long tube of calcium chloride and tightly packed glass wool. The 
oxygen so prepared formed no cloud in the presence of moisture. 
The end of the tube containing the glass wool was joined to the 
ozoiuser, which is shown in figure I. It was constructed according 
to Babo's pattern, and consisted of a glass tube, 67 centimetres long, 
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and 2 oentimetres in diameter, tapering to finer tubing provided 
with stop-cocks. Inside the tube were two sets of finer tubes (three 




^^># 



Pig. I 

of one set and two of the other are shown in the diagram), having 
wires down their centres to which connection was made by platinum 
ends sealed in the glasa The platinum ends belone;ing to one set 
were twisted together and joined to the terminal A sealed in the 
large tube, and those of the other set were similarly joined to the 
terminal B, The smaller tubes were so arranged that those of 
one set were in contact as much as possible with those belonging 
to the other set. When A and B were connected to the secondary 
of a Ruhmkorff coil and a stream of oxygen passed through the 
ozonisers a large quantity of ozone was procured. 

Before sending the silent discharge through the oxygen it is 
necessary to expel the air from the ozoniser by passing a stream 
of oxygen through it for about an hour. This precaution is neces- 
sary since ozone prepared from atmospheric oxygen forms a cloud 
in presence of moisture, which effect has been attributed to the 
formation of oxides of nitrogen by the discharge. 

3. Having expelled the air from the ozoniser a quantity of 
oxygen containing ozone was prepared and introduced into the 
flasK F, figure IL, by means of tne tube A, and no cloud was 





Ficll 



observe d over the surface of the water in F. It is desirable to 
interpose a U-tube of calcium chloride between the tube A and 
the ozoniser to prevent any moisture difiusLng back into the 
ozoniser. 
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A second tube B also led into Fy and by means of it oxygen 
which had passed over a solution in Q could be brought into 
contact with the ozone. The effect on the ozone of (£ssolving 
certain substances in the solution in was immediately apparent 
by the formation of a dense cloud in F, Thus when G contained 
a fresh solution of potassium iodide no cloud was formed in the 
flask when oxygen which had passed over the solution diffused 
through the ozone. A small quantity of iodine was then dissolved 
in the potassium iodide, and on repeating the experiment it was 
found that a dense cloud was formed, when oxygen, which had 
passed over the solution of potassium iodide with iodine dissolved 
in it, diffused through the ozone in the flask. We have therefore 
strong evidence that the cloud is due to the action of ozone on the 
iodine vapour which the stream of oxygen canied with it from G^ 
as neither the ozone nor the iodine vapour formed a cloud by 
itself. The tubing leading the oxygen into did not dip under 
the solution, so that it is impossible to attribute the effect to 
splashing. A similar set of experiments was performed with a 
solution of sulphur dioxide in the vessel (r, and it was found that 
a cloud was formed when oxygen containing some sulphur dioxide 
gas diffused through the ozone. 

4. Returning to the orif^inal method of forming these clouds, 
by allowing the tube A to dip under a solution which acts on the 
ozone as it is passed through, additional evidence can be obtained 
in support of the above explanation as to the cause of the forma- 
tion of the cloud. If the formation of the cloud requires the 
presence of a gas formed in the solution, the cloud should be 
much denser when an increased quantity of the gas is expelled 
from the solution by heating it gently. When the ozone is 
bubbled through a fresh solution of potassium iodide, the cloud is 
not formed immediately, showing that at first the quantity of 
iodine present in the gas is too small to give a visible effect. 
When however the bubbling has been going on for a while and 
the solution has acquired a red colour, a cloud is formed the 
density of which can be greatly increased by raising the tempera- 
ture a few degrees. The same results were obtained with a 
solution of metabisulphite ; the cloud did not appear at first, but 
when it began to be formed its density was greatly increased by 
heating the solution. It was found impossible to form a cloud by 
passing ozone through sodium sulphite and warming the solution. 

In the case of the potassium iodide solution the density of the 
doud is also increased by acidulating the solution with sulphuric 
acid. This has the effect of neutralising the caustic potash which 
is formed, when the iodine is set 6*06, which tends to keep the 
iodine in solution. 
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5. The disappearance of the cloud when the gas is dried, and 
its reappearance in the presence of moisture, can be explained by 
supposing the drop to consist of water with a small percentage of a 
non-volatile body dissolved in it. Thus when the gas in which 
the cloud is suspended is passed through sulphuric acid, the water 
evaporates from the drops and gets al^rbed in the acid. There 
remain behind in the gas very small particles which consist of the 
non-volatile body which prevented the drops forming the cloud 
from evaporating under the action of surface tension. These 
small particles on coming into contact with moisture condense 
water round themselves again to form drops, the size of which 
would depend on the relative humidity of the atmosphere. When 
the atmosphere in which they are suspended is saturated, the 
drops are largest and of a fixea size. 

For example, let us suppose there is a small percentage of 
sulphuric acid in a drop, we can calculate what the percenta^ 
should be in order that a drop of radius 5 x lO*"" centimetres should 
have a vapour pressure equal to the vapour pressure near a flat 
surface of water. 

The increase of the vapour pressure outside a drop of radius 
a due to surface tension is 

8p = X-, 

^ p — a- a 

where cr is the density of water vapour, p the vapour pressure, p 
the density of water, and T the surface tension. 

The diminution of the vapour pressure outside a solution, in 
which the soluble body has an osmotic pressure P, is 

P 
Thus for equilibrium we get : 

a 
approximately, since a- is small compared with p. 

When this condition is satisfied there will be no tendency for 
the drop to grow bigger or smaller when it is surrounded by a gas 
saturated with water vapour. 

Let CD be the weight of acid per c.c. of the drop. The weight 

2(0 
of an equal number of molecules of hydrogen would be -rrr. 

* J. J. Thomson, Applications of Dynamiea to Pkyeics and Chemistry, §§ S5, 91, 
and 92. 
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2a) 10' 
Hence the pressure of the acid is -^ . .twxKtjqi assuming that each 

molecule of the acid exerts a pressure equal to a gaseous molecule. 
In this case, since each molecule of aoid ionizes into two hydrogen 
atoms and one SO4 group, the pressure exerted by the sulphuric 
acid would be three times the aoove amounts 

Thus we get : 

a 98 • 9 • 

Taking r= 74 we get : 

2*1 X 10~' 

fi^ — = -4 X 10"", when a = 5 x 10"". 

a 

Hence the ratio of the weight of acid in the drop to the weight 
of water is '4 x 10^, so that when the water is removed from the 
drop its volume is reduced to '2 x 10^ of its original size (sp. gr. of 
H,S04 = 2, q.p.) and will consist of a drop of acid of radius 6'2 x 10~*. 

6. The cloud which is formed when ozone is bubbled through 
turpentine differs in some points from those which are described 
above. It can be shown by the method described in section 3 
that the cloud is due to the action of ozone on turpentine vapour. 
The clouds which are formed by the potassium iodide and sodium 
metabisulphite solutions can be removed by bubbling the gas 
through sulphuric acid, but immediately the gas comes into con- 
tact with water the cloud reappears. In the case of the cloud 
formed with turpentine, its density is not diminished to any 
marked extent by bubbling through sulphuric acid ; so that we 
see that the main constituent of the drops is turpentine and the 
ozone dissolved in them prevents them from evaporating. 

7. We therefore conclude from the above experiments that 
gases evolved from the liquids through which ozone has been 
passed play the most important part in the formation of the cloud, 
and that although hydrogen peroxide may be made by the action 
of ozone on water vapour, its presence is not necessary to explain 
the phenomena. It is moreover difficult to explain the phenomena 
on the hydrogen peroxide theory, since there is no cloud formed 
when ozone comes into the presence of water vapour, which on 
this hypothesis would mean that hydrogen peroxide is not formed. 
And since the cloud is formed when iodine, sulphur dioxide or 
turpentine are in the atmosphere we should have to suppose that 
the presence of these gases facilitates the formation of nydrogen 
peroxide. Although, arguing from analogy, such a reaction might 
take place, still there is not sufficient evidence in support of this 
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supposition. The most reasonable explanation of the above ex- 
periments is that, in the case of the cloud formed with sulphur 
dioxide, the ozone oxidises the sulphur dioxide, and, with the 
water vapour present, forms sulphuric acid which causes water to 
condense and form a drop. A similar explanation holds in the 
case of iodine where, as is well known, ozone acts on the iodine 
vapour and acid is formed which plays the same part as the 
sulphuric acid in the other case. 

A matter of interest in connection with this subject is to 
enquire whether the centres round which the drops begin to 
condense are charged. It has been shown (J. S. Townsend, Phil, 
Mag, Vol. 45, 1898) that the oxygen and hydrogen from a sul- 
phuric acid electrolyte carry with them an electric charge, and 
form clouds which have the same properties as those obtained in 
oxygen which has been deozonised. All these clouds are removed 
by passing the gases which they contain through a drying agent. 
The phenomena also resemble one another in regard to the method 
of increasing the density of the cloud ; thus with the gases from 
the electrolyte, the density of the cloud is increased by heating 
the electrolyte in the same way as the cloud obtained by passing 
ozone through a solution of potassium iodide is increased in 
density when the temperature of the solution is raised. Experi- 
ments were made in order to find whether the nuclei are charged 
in the latter case. For this purpose an aluminium cylinder 30 
centimetres long and 3'6 centimetres in diameter was used. The 
cylinder was provided with an insulated metal rod down its centre, 
which was connected with a pair of quadrants of an electrometer. 
The cylinder was raised to a high potential by connecting it to a 
terminal of a battery of 200 lead cells, the other terminal of which 
was connected to earth. The quadrants to which the rod was 
joined were then insulated, having been to earth while the 
cylinder was being connected to the cells. When the oxygen 
containing ozone was passed along the cylinder no deflection was 
obtained on the electrometer scale. A similar result was obtained 
with oxygen which had been deozonised by potassium iodide 
solution and dried with sulphuric acid. This gas on escaping 
from the cylinder formed a cloud in the air of the room, althou&fh 
during its passage through the cylinder no conductivity could be 
detected by the electrometer. We therefore have no experimental 
evidence that the centres round which the drops condense are 
charfi^ed. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my thanks to Professor 
Thomson for many valuable suggestions during the course of these 
experiments. 
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On the Symbolic Integration of certain Differential Equations 
m QvLotemions. By H. C. Pocklington, M.A., Fellow of St 
John's College. 

[Received J SkUMATj 2, 1899. i?«ac? January 23, 1899.] 

In this paper are discussed (§1) some differential equations in 
Quaternions of a simple type, but involving V, which can be im- 
mediately integrated by the artifice of treatin&r V in all respects 
as a vector. Then (§ 2) some cases are considered in which this 
method yields a folse result. This leads (§ 3) to the considera- 
tion of the general differential equation ^<r = 0, which is analogous 
to the dinerential equation with constant coefficients of the 
ordinary calculus. As an example, a vector is found such that it 
is equsJ to its curl. The electromagnetic field of a vibrator in 
an anisotropic medium (uniaxial) is then (§ 4) worked out in full. 
The case when the axis of the vibration is perpendicular to that 
of the medium is especially interesting on account of the unusual 
form of the functions that enter into the solution. Finally (§ 5) 
the case when the constant term in the cubic in ^ vanishes is 
considered. 

1. Consider the equation /S>Vcr = 0, where cr is a vector 
function of the vector-coordinate p of any point. 

If we replace the operator V, which is a vector the constituents 
of which are differential operators, by a vector S, the equation 
becomes SZ<r = 0, the solution of which is <r = FS\, where X is 
any vector. If we now replace S by V we get cr = FVX, which 
should therefore be a solution of the original equation. On per- 
forming the operations indicated therein we find immediately 
that <T =: W\ is a solution ; and it is clear that it possesses 
the requisite degree of generality to enable it to be a completely 
general solution. 

The equation Wc^Q can be solved in the same manner. 
Since the solution of Vha = is a- = SP where F is any scalar, 
we may expect that cr = VP will be a perfectly general solution of 
FV<r = 0. Here again it is easy to verify this conclusion. 

If S . aVcr = 0, a bein^ a constant vector, we can find two 
fomis of solution. Firstly we have cr x VaV, and therefore 
o'=F(FaV.X). Secondly, <r, a, V are coplanar, and hence 
o" = Po + VQ, P and Q being any scalars. It is easy to verify 
these results, and to show that they are equivalent to esuoh other. 

The same method can be applied to simultaneous equations. 
Consider, for example, two of the equations that give the magnetic 



60 Mr Pocklington, On the Sffmbolic IntegnUion of 

force near a Hertzian oscillator, £fV<r = 0, Scut = 0, where a is the 
axis of the oscillator. These give (r i. V and (r -l a, therefore 

<r=FaV.P=F.aVP. 

This is equivalent to the first step in the Cartesian solution of 
the problem. 

2. On the other hand, the solution of Vo- = as obtained by 
the process described above is <r = 0. This is certainly not correct, 
unless we suppose (and we have no justification for this) the 
equation to hold throughout the whole of space, and further 
make stipulations as to the value of a at infinity. The correct 
solution is a^VP, where P is subject to the condition V*P = 
throughout the space where the original equation holds. This 
result can be obtained by appl}dng in turn the second and first 
results of § 1. 

Similarly in the case of the equation SaV . <r = 0, we expect to 
find as the solution, o* » 0, but the actual solution is 



-4-^5). 



It is clear that before this method of integration can be safely 
employed, the whole subject must be carefully investigated. 

3. All the equations considered above may be regarded 
as being of the form ^<r = 0, where ^ is a linear and vector 
function, the constituents of which contain V. The last equations 
of § 1, for instance, may be written fiSVa- + 7fi>a<r= 0, which is of 
this form, <^ being /8/Sv ( ) + 7Sa( ). 

Let the cubic in <f> be 

^'—7^1^* + rn^if} — m, = 0, 

where mi,m2,m, are scalar functions of V, then if 7n,=|= 0, we have 
a solution in the form 

cr = u. 

In evaluating this, the inverse operation 1/m, must be per- 
formed first, as otherwise the result obtained is too general. We 
preferably write this result 

<r = (^« — mi<f> + TTii) X, 
where w,X = 0. 
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As an example of this process, consider the equation 

<^cr = F Vcr - <r = 0, 

which expresses the condition that a vector is equal to its curl. 
The cubic is easily found to be 

^ + 3^ + (3 - V«) <^ + (1 - V«) = 0, 

giving cr = (<^* + 3<^ + 3 - V«)X 

= X+FVX-V/8fVX, 

where X is any vector satisfying 

(1-V>)X=0. 

As a particular case, take X = a ^ , then 

4. Another problem that can be successfully attacked by this 
process is that of finding the electromagnetic field in the neigh- 
bourhood of a Hertzian vibrator when the surrounding dielectric 
is anisotropic as regards specific inductive capacity, but has two 
of its principal specific inductive capacities equal (e.g. a uniaxial 
crystal). 

Let the electric displacement be o-e^', the electric force 
(flff + biSia) e^ and the magnetic force re*^, where 27r/p is the 
period of the oscillation, t is a unit vector parallel to the direction 
of greatest or least specific inductive capacity, and ® = V(— !)• 
The equations to be solved are 

FV(a<r + K/8fiV) = -6)pTV (1). 

/8V(r = 0, SVt = J 

Eliminating <r from the first two, and using SVr — 0, we have 
XT = (p» - aV«) T + 6 FiV/S . iVr = 0. 

(If we leave the term aV/SfVr in this eauation the resulting 
solution identically satisfies SVt = 0, but tne working is some- 
what more complicated. The final result is the same.) Now 
bV^S . t V ( ) satisfies a quadratic equation which is easily found, 
&nd from this equation we can immediately deduce that of x* 
namely, 

X*- (2p» - 2aV« + bVH^) x + (/>' - a^') (P" - a^" + 6F«iV) = 0. 
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Hence t«(x- 2^*+ 2aV«-6FH'V)X 

= -(p» - aV« + 6FW) X+ 6FiVS. %V\ 
where X satisfies {]^ - aV«) (p* - aV« + 6 FH'V) X = 0. 

This value of t does not in general satisfy SVr = 0. It will 
do so if SVX = 0, i.e. if X = FV/^ Substituting this value of X, 
we find as a completely general solution of our original equations, 

+ 6FiV(V>fift/i - SiVSVn) (2), 

where (p*-aV«)(p«-aV» + 6f^H'V)/A= (3). 

There are two especially simple cases. The first is that in 
which fi = Piy where of course P satisfies (3). Then 

T-=:-(p>-aV«)F.iVP. 

Writing - (P* - aV«) P = Pi , 
we have t=V , iVP^, 
where Px satisfies (p«-aV« + 6F«iV)P, = (4). 

As a particular case of this we have 



T=F.iV 



R 



where i? = ^ + y^ (5), 

w, y, z being the Cartesian coordinates corresponding to p, 
i.e. a; = — Si/j, etc. 

This solution gives the magnetic field in the case of a Hertzian 
vibrator with its axis parallel to the axis of the medium. 

The second simple case is that in which /Si^ = 0, fifV^ = 0, 
i.e. when /i = FiV . P. Substituting this value of /a, and putting 
- (p« - aVa + fcFH'V) P = Pa, we find 

T=F(VF.iVP,), 
where (p«-aV«)Pa = (6). 

A particular value of Pg is Pj = where 

^^ ^+y'+^ ^yp /7) 

a a ^ 
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This solution gives the magsetic field in the ease of a small 
circular coil, placed with its axis parallel to the axis of the medium, 
and carrying a rapidly alternating current. 

For the solution of the problem when the vibrator lies with its 
axis perpendicular to the axis of the medium, physical reasoning 
shows that it is necessary to find a value of fi (perpendicular to ^ 
which, while otherwise suitable, is composed of two terms which 
respectively satisfy equations made with the factors of (3) (say 
H = (Pi — Pt)j, where Pi satisfies (4?) and Pa (6)) but separately 
give rise to solutions that are infinite or discontinuous along a 
line through the vibrator parallel to the axis of the medium. On 
substituting this value of /i, we find 

T = -(|)'-aV« + 6F^T7)T^"V.P,-6FiVSiV/SjV.(Pi-P,) 

= - 6 /"^ + shv) Vjv . Pa - br%y73iVSfV . (p, -p,). 

The first term is of the required form if 

where r is given by (7). We determine Pi from the condition 
that Pi — Pa is to be finite with its di£ferential coefficients, hence, 
using Cartesian coordinates x, y, Zy 

where iJ', r' are the values of -B, r when f is substituted for w. 
The lower limit is taken as — oo in order that the expression may 
satisfy (3). 

Finally, omitting the factor — 6, 

Of course, as many of the steps involved are little more than 
guesswork, it is necessary to verify this result. To do this we 
may txaosform the integral. 

Consider the integral, where, of course, p is a scalar, 

fix. p) = J_^df_^^=_C089(^-?) 
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In the first integral substitute t^ = j (— f + Vf* + p% and in 
the second u = j (f + Vf* + p% then 



/(^> P)=o-K*^/ e-^^ \ . 

Hence, 

when A is put = 00 . 

The last term, since u is very small within the limits of inte- 
gration, reduces to — e^^* log X', and thus is independent of p. On 

operating by -1- this term disappears, and may therefore be 

left out. 

Substituting their values for the various quantities involved, 
and writing 

we have 

Ei<»p(;^-J8)-Bi^(-l-r)}]. 

It is easy to verify that this expression represents a diverging 
wave at infinity, that it gives finite forces everywhere except at 
the origin, and that there the forces have the correct form for an 
oscillator. 

The case of a vibrator, neither parallel nor perpendicular to t, 
can be solved by combining the results already obtained. 

The electric force can be found immediately from Wr = ©p<r. 

The method can be applied to the case of a medium, the 
principal specific inductive capacities of which are all unequal, but 
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the resulting scalar equation, which may be written 



(• 



Ufy M)' jp^\ 

seems to be unintegrable. 

5. Returning to the general case, ^(r = 0, if tt^ = the method 
of solution given above fails. 

Let the cubic in ^ be 

^•-mi^> + tii^ = (8), 

and consider the equation (^ — ^) 0* ==" 0. 

We can express in powers of ^ by dividing (8) by ^— gr, 

and obtain 

1 . 



<r = 



In general, on passing to the limit ^ = 0, the last-fek^tor becomes 
indeterminate, ana 

a = (^« — mi^ + m^ X, 

where X is any vector, a solution containing no inverse operators. 
Ifi however, (^' — ttii^ + «ii)X = 0, we may cancel a g, and then 

<r = (^ - mi) X, 

where (^ — mi^ + 7?i,)X=0, m^^O. 

For example, in the case of the equation V.aWa = 0, the first 
half of the process gives a = VP, and the second half gives 

80 that the completely general solution is 

The whole of the work in this paper can be directly translated 
into the language of vector analysis, and the examples considered 
can of course be solved, though with much loss of compactness, by 
Cartesian methods. 

VOL. X. PT. II. 5 
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On the conditions of sensitiveness in Detectors of Radiant 
Heat By EL C. PocKLiNOTON, M.A., Fellow of St John's 
College. 

[Eeeeived December 19, 1898. Read February 6, 1899.] 

1. The object of this paper is to discuss mathematically the 
sensitiveness of the two best known detectors of radiant heat, to 
find what conditions give a maximum of sensitiveness, and, as fer 
as possible, to compare the values of this maximum in the two 
cases. In each case attention is paid only to the steady state 
which is reached after the apparatus has been exposed to the 
radiation for some time. 

2. NobUfs Thermopile. 

Let the thermopile consist of a number of pairs of bars of 
two metals, joined together alternately and arranged into a rect- 
angular block with the even junctions on one face and the odd on 
the other. When radiant heat falls on one face, that bee is 
warmed. The temperature to which it rises must be found by 
equating the gain to the loss of heat. The heat gained is that 
fraction of the incident heat which is absorbed. The heat is lost 
by radiation and convection firom the same face, by conduction to 
the other face whence it is removed by radiation and convection, 
and on account of the Peltier effect. The heat lost through 
the sides of the pile is neglected, partly because the sides are 
generally surrounded by a poor conductor of heat, partly because 
of the difficulty with which heat is conducted irom the inner 
bars across their insulation to the surface. 

Let heat incident per sq. cm. per sec. = H, 

area of face of pile = A, 

number of pcdrs of bars =s n, 

absolute temperature of air =7, 

rise in temperature of faces of pile = 0i, 0^^ 

difference of thermoelectric powers = e, 

length of each bar = Z, 
areas of cross-section of the separate bars = Ai, A9, 

specific resistances of metals =/9i, /7s, 

conductivities for heat =<''i» cts^ 

current = C, 

resistance of galvanometer = G, 

sensitiveness of galvanometer = X VO, 
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so that X is a quantity that depends on the kind of galvanometer 
used and on the magnetic field, but not on the gauge of the wire 
with which the galvanometer is wound. 

Also let the heat lost from a face of the pile by radiation and 
convection be k0 per sq. em. per sec. in aocoraance with Newton's 
law of cooling. 

3b The sensitiveness is evidently increased by increasing the 
absorptive power of the faces, and also, on account of the 
diminished resistance, by increasing the cross-section of the bars 
at the expense of their insulation. 

We will assume that the faces of the pile are perfectly black, 
and that the thickness of the insulation is negligible, so that 

Equating the heat gained to that lost we have : — 
for the &ce on which the heat is incident, 

HA = ke^A + (0^ - e;) n (Ajo-i + A,<7,)/i + nTeC/J; 
for the other face, 

= k0^ - (01 - 0^) n ( AiCTi + A^,)/i - nTeC/J, 
where J is Joule's equivalent, = 4*2 if € is in volts. 

Subtracting and rearranging, 

/J -/J gil - JnTeC/J 

' • " Jkil + 2« (Ai<7i + A^,)/i ' 

The electromotive force is ne (0i — O^), and the resistance of 
the pile and galvanometer is 

rU (/>VAi + />VA,) + 6, 

80 that 

p ^ HA- JnTeC/J m 

kA + 2n ( Ai<r, + A,(r,)/i ' nl (pi/^i + p^A,) + ' 

Solving for C and inserting in the formula for the deflection, 

* ^lr nA^JO 

■" ^' {kA + 2n ( A^cr, + A^,)/!} {nl (p^/A, + />^A.)+ G] + 2w«T€"// * 

n. /(if- 

This is of the form 8 = , ^ , and therefore for a maximum 

_ b + cQ 

c(? = 6, andS = a/2V6c. 

5—2 
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Hence in our case, 

Q=ra ip^lA, + p^A.) + ^^_. . ^11^^^^-^^ ....(1). 

and therefore is not equal to the resistance of the thermopile ; 



The expression under the radical sign is of the form 

(a + 6/0 {d + 6), 

and hence for a minimum, we have / = shdjao, and its value then 
is (Va3 + Vfcc)*. 

Hence in our case, 



1 = 



kA 



' V f "^ (Ai«r, + A^,)ip,/^^ + /VAO) "■^^^' 



S = 



iXFe 74/2Jfc 



V(Ai<r, + A^,) 0>./ A. + p,/ A.) + Te/J + V( A,«r, + A,«r,) Oh/A, + p^A.) 

We must make (A,(r, + At(r,)(pi/Ai + ptj^t) & minimum. As 
before, 

1=^'^ <»^ 

8= ^ ___:'-'__ ..,(4). 

2 V2*: Vpio-i + Vpjo-, + V (Vpio-j + Vp,<r,)* + T€«/J 

4. It is clear from this that we must make A as large as con- 
venient. It would be well to make k small, but, as we have 
already assumed the face of the pile to be perfectly black, this 
can only be done by diminishing the loss by convection. This 
might be done by enclosing the pile in an evacuated vessel, but 
since a diminution of k is only a gain because it permits us to use 
a larger pile with advantage, and, as will be seen, the pile is in 
any case inconveniently long, this method of increasing the re- 
sistance is impracticable. The number of bars is immaterial 
only a£fecting the winding of the galvanometer. 
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The value of € should be as great as possible. The metals to 
be used are practically determined by this condition for, on account 
of the approximate (if not exact) proportionality of the con- 
ductivities for heat and electricity, pa- is nearly constant. 

Taking the case of the Bismuth-Antimony couple, we have* 

€=103.10^, /)x = 108.10-^, />, = 41 . 10-^, 

(r, = -Ol77, (rs=0442, A? =000262, 
and hence 

Z = 208, Ai/A,= 2-56, h='^^l\H^/A. 

In practice, however, the length of the pile is far less than 
two metres, generally being about 2 cms. The sensitiveness may 
therefore be considerably increased by increasing the length. 
However, when the length exceeds a few centimetres, the 
asBQmption made at the outset, that no heat escapes from the 
sides of the pile, will not be even approximately true, and so the 
best length will £bi11 short of that given above. 

Assuming a length of 2 cms., and that Ai/A,= 2'6, we find 
that 

8 = OSXiSr ^/A, = Resistance of pile x 1091, 

80 that even in this case the ordinary rule, to make the gal- 
vanometer resistance equal to the sum of the other resistances in 
the circuit, will give a result not appreciably inferior to the best 
obtainable. The sensitiveness of the pile is about ^th of the 
theoretical maximum. 

5. Bolometer, 

Let the resistance of the bolometer strip at a temperature 
degrees above that of the air be &(1 +17^), and let it and the 
other resistances be arranged as in the diagram. The most con- 
venient method of solution is not to use the equation deduced by 



6(1+1;^) 




* These and other nnmbeni are taken from the Smithsonian Physical Tables, 
1896. 
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Maxwell for the current flowing in the galvanometer, but to 
proceed from first principles. 

The maximum useful value of the electromotive force E of the 
battery is determined by the condition that the rise of tem- 
perature of the atrip shall not be excessive. If the area of one 
face of the strip is A, the current C, and the maximum per- 
missible rise 0Q, we have, neglecting squares of small quantities, 

2kA0. = bC* (1), 

since the strip radiates on both sides. 

Again, assuming the bridge to be balanced when d = 0, the 
current in the galvanometer is, neglecting squares of small quan- 
tities, the same as that produced by an electromotive force CbtfO 
in XZ when this arm has a resistance 6. 

Since X W and YZ are conjugate, this is independent of B, 
and therefore may be calculated on the hypothesis that B is 
infinite. The current thus found is 

Cbrjff c-¥/3 



and the deflection, eliminating C by (1), and putting for ito 
value Hfik, 

For a maximum Or=(b+y){c + /8)/(6 + e + + y), the ordinary 
value, as might have been foreseen, and 



g^Xi?g 



V 2kV (b + c + fi + y)(b + yy 



Remembering that bfi — cy, since the bridge is balanced when 
d = 0, 

g^X^ / A0, 1 

Hence b/c, y/b are to be made small. In this case the resist- 
ance of the galvanometer is equal to 6, and 

2 V 2* • 
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For practical reasons, however, it is usual to make a side of 
the bridge adjacent to h equal in resistance to it. Putting there- 
fore either 6/c == 1 or 7/6 = 1, the other of the pair of fractions is 
to be made as small as possible, and then 



The resistance of the galvanometer should be 6/2 in the first case, 
and 26 in the second. 

6. For most metals i; = -0038 and, as before, & = -000252, 
hence 

in the case of maximum sensitireness, or 

S = -060XJ5rV2^o 
in the practical case. 

The condition that the bolometer is as sensitive as the 
thermopile of 2 cms. length which is discussed above, is in the 
first case 0^ = 1, or the strip is raised 1° C. by the passage of the 
cuirent. In the practical case of equal arms in the bridge, the 
Rtrip must be raised 2° C. for equal sensitiveness. The sensitiveness 
of tne bolometer can be improved by increasing 17 or decreasing k. 
Thus we ntiay expect a great gain by placing the bolometer in an 
evacuated vessel, because not only is k decreased, but also the 
irregularities of temperature due to convection currents are 
decreased, and hence we may increase ^o* 
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On the Anatomy of a supposed New Species of Coenopsammia 
from LiffjL By J. Stanley Gardineb, M.A. 

[Received February 6, 1899.] 

The investigation is based on numerous small colonies obtained 
by Dr Willey from the reefs of Lifu, Loyalty Islands, at low tides. 
The species is described as new under the name of Coenopsammia 
willeyi. The genus is one of the simplest of the colonial perforate 
Madreporaria, and the species is without commensal zooxanthellae 
and hence feeds entirely through its stomodoeum. 

For the structureless lamella or jelly, instead of a makeshift 
term such as mesogloea, the name skeletogloea is proposed, a term 
which BCTees well with its main function, both m the Hydrozoa 
and in tne Anthozoa, %.e, that of support. 

The corallum lies completely outside the polyps, and is 
separated from them by the calicoblastic ectoderm, a thin layer 
of tissue swollen out in places by the nuclei The skeletogloea is 
at the bases of the mesenteries and of the dividing walls of the 
coenosarcal canals directly attached to the corallum by fibrillated 
bundles, which broaden out greatly at their attaching ends. The 
interspaces between these bundles are filled by calicoblastic 
ectoderm. These bundles are identical with the calicoblasts of 
von Heider, and there is no evidence to show that the corallum is 
formed by the complete calcification of cells. In five genera of 
Madreporaria no trace of organic matter was found in the corallum, 
and there is no reason to doubt von Koch's conclusion that the 
corallum lies completely outside the animal and is the result of 
secretion by the calicoblastic ectoderm. 

Two kmds of nematocysts are found, the one forming large 
batteries on the tentacles but found also throughout the whole 
free ectoderm, the other found principally in the mesenterial 
filaments but also in the external and stomodoeal ectoderms. 

The tentacular nematocyst is about 027 mm. in length and 
has a fine thread, spirally coiled about 24 times under the external 
membrane, which is somewhat pushed out over it. The whole 
nematocyst is extruded and in its place appears a mass of proto- 
plasm, the central part of which acquires a definite membrane. 
This is the young nematocyst and is about twice as long and 
broad when ripe. Its protoplasm next becomes finely granular; 
the granules fuse together into large granules, which arrange 
themselves in a spiral manner under the external membrana 
Finally, by contraction of the whole nematocyst and by complete 
fasion of the granules the ripe nematocyst is produced. The 
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appearance and mode of development of the thread are strikingly 
similar to those of elastic fibres in the higher Vertebrates. 

The mesenterial nematocysts are rather larger than the ten- 
tacular and have a very thick thread, spirally coiled with about 
8 turns. The thread ends freely in an invaginated portion at the 
end of the nematocyst, which forms the base of the everted thread. 
This basal portion, when everted, is seen to be covered with a 
spiral row of hairs, and appears to be carried out by the basal 
end of the thread on eversion. The whole nematocyst is not 
extruded. The thread is broken oflF at a short distance from the 
base, which is then retracted, a fresh thread being formed in the 
nematocyst. Some of the nematocysts have well-formed nuclei. 
The mesenterial nematocyst, indeed, is comparable to the cnido- 
blast of Hydra together with its included nematocyst, while the 
tentacular nematocyst is only comparable to the nematocyst of 
Hydra. 

The ectoderm of the stomodoeum is very thick and has over 
the attachments of the mesenteries rows of goblet-like secretory 
vacuoles. These are directly continuous into the middle parts of 
the mesenterial filaments, the lateral parts of which are sharply 
marked off from the endoderm of the mesenteries. The whole 
filaments from the anatomy appear to be ectodermic in origin 
and formed by down-growths fi:om the stomodoeum. 

The stomodoeum together with the mesenterial filaments 
performs the main digestive functions and is hence the homologue 
of the whole gut of the Triploblastica. The so-called endoderm, 
giving rise to the muscular bands and generative organs, and per- 
forming also the excretory functions, is homologous with the 
mesoderm. 

In the terms of the larger theory the Actinozoon polyp must 
then be regarded as also a Triploblastic form with definite ecto- 
derm, endoderm and mesoderm. 

The full paper on this subject, with illustrations, will appear in 
Part IV. of Dr Willey's Zoological Remits. 
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On ike Condtictivity of Oases exposed to EntladungsstraJden, Bj 
Professor J. J. Thomson. 

[Communicated February 20, 1899. MS. received March 20, 1899.] 

Professor E. Wiedemann discovered that many bodies became 
thermo-Iuminescent when placed near an electric spark or to 
the electric discharge in a vacuum tube. He attributed this 
effect to the emission from the region through which the discharge 
was passing of a kind of radiation, to which he gave the name 
Entladungsstrahlen. The properties of this effect have been 
investigated by E. Wiedemann and by Hoffmann ( Wied. Ann. LX. 
269). They found that the effect was propagated in straight lines, 
was not deflected by a magnet, and was stopped by solids or liquids 
and even by some gases such as carbonic acid gas. 

The object of the following experiments was to see if the 
effect which produced the thermo-luminescence affected the 
electrical properties of the gas through which it passed. 

The apparatus used is represented in Fig. 1. The discharge 
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Fig. 1. 

takes place between the electrodes ef in the horizontal tube AB; 
these electrodes can be moved along the tube, the distance 
between them remaining constant. In this way different portions 
of the discharge can be brought over the mouth of the vertical 
tube CD. In this tube, which is fused on to AB, two well in- 
sulated aluminium cylinders are placed; one of them faces the 
discharge, the other is placed in a side tube nearer to the dis- 
charge but so that no rectilinear radiation from the discharge 
can reach it. Along the axis of each of these is a well-insulated 
wire. The outer cylinders and the wires are well insulated from 
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each other. The wires can be connected to one of the pairs of 
qoadrants of an electrometer, the other pair of quadrants being 
put to earth. A piece of wire gauze connected with earth was 
fastened across the top of the tube UD, The outer cylinders could be 
connected with one of the terminals of a battery of a large number 
of small storaro cells, the other terminal of which was connected 
with the earth. The two pairs of quadrants of the electrometer 
were first connected together and the connection then broken. 
When no discharge passed through the upper tube, the spot of 
light reflected firom the mirror of the electrometer remained at 
rest; when, however, the discharge passed through the tube, the 
spot of light was deflected, showing that conduction took place 
throagh the gas between the wire and the cylinder. 

The gas through which a discharge passes is rendered a con- 
dnctor and retains this property for a considerable time ; and one 
of the chief difficulties of the investigation was to separate the 
effects due to the difiusion of the gas from the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the spark from those that might be due to any 
radiation from it. At first I endeavoured to do this by placing 
between the cylinders and the discharge two coaxial tubes so 
arranged that any gas on its way fix>m the neighbourhood of the 
discharge to the cylinders would have to pass between the tubes ; 
the tubes were connected with the terminals of a battery of a 
large number of storage cells, so that an intense electric field 
was established between the tubes — this should drive to the walls 
of the tube the ions in any gas passing between the tubes and 
thos tree it from any conductivity due to ions which had come 
from the neighbourhood of the discharge. This method did not 
work well in practice, and I finally relied on the comparison of 
the leaks through the two cylinders to separate the effects due to 
conyection from those due to the Entladungsstrahlen ; the effects 
due to convection should not be greatly different in the two 
(flinders (experimental evidence of this was furnished by ob- 
servations at very low pressures, when the effects due to convection 
are very lar^e ; at such pressures the rate of leak was the same in 
the two cylmders) ; while it is only the cylinder which is directly 
ander the discharge which will be affected by the 'Entladungs- 
strahlen.' The first experiments were made with an alternating 
arc dischaige from a high tension transformer. When the 
apparatus shown in Fig. 1 contained air at the pressure of a few 
millimetres of mercury there was no appreciable leak in the side 
cylinder, while there was a considerable and regular leak in the 
one exposed to the 'Entladungsstrahlen.' At pressures comparable 
with the atmospheric pressure, there was no appreciable leak in 
either cylinder ; at very low pressures there was a rapid leak in 
both cylinders due to the convection of the gas from the neigh- 
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bourhood of the discharga There is considerable range of 
pressure in which the gas exposed to the 'Entladungsstrahlen' is 
a conductor, while the gas not so exposed remains an insulator. 
I conclude therefore that the ' Entladungsstrahlen ' produce con- 
ductivity in the gas through which they pass. 

The apparatus was filled with hydrogen and then with carbonic 
acid TOs. It was found that the leak when the tube was filled 
with hydrogen was much more rapid than when it was filled with 
air, while tne leak through carbonic acid was very much slower 
than through air. This is in accordance with the observations of 
E. Wiedemann and Hoffmann that the effects of the Entladungs- 
strahlen are much greater in hydrogen and much less in carbonic 
acid than in air. 

If the length of the arc in the horizontal discharge tube was 
kept constant, and the terminals moved along the tube so that in 
one position the terminals were clear of the opening fi-om the 
horizontal to the vertical tube, while in another position one of 
the terminals was above the opening, the leak in the cylinder 
exposed to the Entladungsstrahlen was greater in the second 
position than in the first; showing that the Entladungsstrahlen 
are emitted more copiously fix)m the neighbourhood of the electrode 
than from the rest of the spark. 

As the use of the alternating current from the transformer 
made it impossible to separate the effects at the positive fi'om 
those at the negative electrode, the transformer was replaced by 
an induction coil and the spark gap was moved along in the top 
tube so that different portions of the discharge came over the 
opening into the tube containing the cylinders. It was found 
that the leak was greatest when the negative electrode was over 
the opening, that there was a considerable leak when the positive 
column was over the opening, but that there was no leak when 
the dark space between the positive column and the negative 
glow was in this position. From the experiments of Graham on 
the distribution of potential along the discharge we may conclude 
(see PhiL Ma^., Mar. 1899) that at the cathode and close to the 
anode ionization of the gas is taking place, while recombination 
of the ions occurs along the positive column, and very little of 
either ionization or recombination in the dark space between 
the positive column and the negative glow. Thus the ionization 
and recombination of a gas are accompanied by the emission of 
Entladungsstrahlen. These, I think, are analogous to the secon- 
dary rays which Ront^en has shown are emitted by a gas exposed 
to Rontgen radiation m which ionization is taking place ; and to 
the secondary rays which are produced when Rontgen rays fidl 
on a metallic sur&ce» I have shown in a paper read before the 
Society (Proc. Comb. PhiL Soc., Vol. ix. p. 393) that the sudden 
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ionization of a gas would give rise to pulses similar in character 
to those produced by the stoppage of an electrified particle. As 
Ae stoppage of the electrified particles which constitute the 
cathode rays is probably more abrupt than the ionization or re- 
combination of ions in a gas, we should expect the pulses produced 
by the cathode rays to be thinner and more intense than those 
which oonstitnte the Entladungsstrahlen. 

The Entladungestrahlen are absorbed very rapidly by air, and 
in order to detect any leakage produced by them at atmospheric 
pressure, I have found it necessary to deal with regions within 
a short distance of the arc. The arrangement used for experi- 
ments at atmospheric pressure is shown in Fig. 2. The cylinders 
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between which the leak was taken were placed close behind a 
piece of fine vdre-gauze connected to earth ; the gauze was used 
to prevent any ions in the part of the gas traversed by the electric 
discharge being dragged between the cylinders by the electric 
field. The arc from the transformer was about 1 cm. in front of 
the gauze and a strong air blast was blown between the arc and 
the gauze to prevent the gas from the arc reaching the cylinders 
by convection. Under these circumstances when the arc was 
pwnng there was a leak between the inner and outer cylinders 
when these were at different electric potentials. 

Aji induction coil was then tried instead of the transformer 
&nd the leak was again obtained. Using the same length of arc 
the leak was greater when thin electrodes were used, which got 
nearly white-hot, than when the electrodes were thicker. This 
was not due directly to radiation arising from the high temperature 
to which the terminals were raised ; tor there was no leak when 
the arc was replaced by a platinum wire raised to a temperature 
▼hich, as far as the eye could judge, was much higher than the 
temperature of the electrodes used for the arc. There was also 
no leak when an incandescent gas mantle was substituted for the 
wc, nor could I detect any from the oxy-hydrogen flame. 
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Notes on the inheritance of Variation in the Corolla of Veronica 
Buxbaumii. By W. Bateson, M.A., and D. F. M. Pertz. 

In a former paper^ an account was given of certain variations iq 
the form of the corolla of Veronica Bvabaumii. It was shewn that 
abnormal flowers were of common occurrence and that certain 
symmetrical forms of variation were especially frequent. Flowers 
taken at random on heavy clay arable land near Cambridge shewed 
about 6 per cent, of flowers with 3 petals, and about 1 per oent. of 
flowers with 2 petals. Occasional 5-petalled flowers having either 
2 posterior petals or 2 anterior petals were also seen. Various 
irregular forms were found, but these, were of comparatively rare 
occurrence. 

Further observation shewed that in garden ground the 
5-petalled forms were by no means rare, that with 2 posterior 
petals being especially common. As indicated above, there 
appears to be considerable difierences between the variations 
found in different localities. These differences may possibly be 
connected with the nature of the soil, but this aspect of the 
matter has not been further examined. 

It was pointed out that though the 2 posterior-petalled form 
may reasonably be regarded as of the nature of reversion, the 
other forms cannot be so regarded, though they are no less per- 
fectly formed, and are much more common than those imperfectly 
formed flowers which may be described as intermediate between 
the type and the perfect variations. 

The experiments described in this paper were undertaken to 
test whether there is any difference between offspring raised 
from abnormal flowers, and the offspring of normal flowers borne 
by the same plant. The possibility that there may be a differ- 
ence in inheritance in such cases is referred to by some writers, 
especially by practical horticulturists, and the theoretical im- 
portance of the question is of course considerable. Apart however 
from a few cases (like that of the Peach and the Nectarine) in 
which seed from a sporting branch has been observed to transmit 
the peculiarities of the branch, it does not appear that much 
evidence bearing on the question exists. 

It should be noticed that the analogy between the present 
case and that of the sporting branches is not in all respects 

Srecise, and in particular that the variations we are about to 
escribe are essentially meristic. In the absence of evidence 

^ " On Variations in the Floral Symmetry of certain Plants having Iiregaltf 
(Corollas," by W. Bateaon and A. Bateson. Jour. Lirm, Soc. Bot., zzvni. 189S, 
p. 3S6. 
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there does not appear to be any probability that because in a 
flower one or more whorls shew an abnormal division, the repro- 
ductive elements carried by that flower should produce individuals 
more abnormal than those proceeding fix)m normally divided flowers 
on the same plant. 

In the following experiments, which were entirely carried out 
by Miss Pertz, the evidence, though scanty, goes on the whole 
to shew that there is, at all events in the case investigated, no 
well marked difference between the oflBpring of normal and 
abnormal flowers. 

Amongst plants raised from seed taken out of the same self- 
fertilised capsule great diversity of variability was constantly 
manifested, but there was no indication that families of plants 
raised from capsules formed by self-fertilisation of abnormal 
flowers in general shewed either greater variability or greater 
pevxsentage of any one abnormal form than families similarly 
raised from normal flowers on the same plant. On the contrary 
the evidence tends to shew that the self-fertilised offspring of 
nonnal and abnormal flowers on the whole conform to an equal 
degree with the general characteristics of the parent plant, or 
more strictly of the strain or Race to which the parent belonged. 
In the course of the work a few collateral points of some interest 
were made out. 

The forms of corolla most frequently occurring are as follows. 

1. Normai flowers (Fig. 1). These are the ordinary flowers 
characteristic of the genus. The corolla consists of 4 petals. Of 
these one is posterior, one anterior, and two lateral. The pos- 
terior petal is wide and of a deep blue colour. Opposite to it 
is the narrower anterior petal, of a pale bluish-white colour. The 
lateral petals are of about the same size as the posterior, but in 
intensity of colour they are intermediate between the posterior 
and anterior petals. 

Generally speaking these normal flowers form 80 — ^90 per 
cent of the whole but, as may be seen in the tables, they may 
on particular plants form a much higher or a much lower per- 
centage than this. 

2. Corolla with two anterior petals (Fig. 3). These corollas 
possess one posterior and two lateral petals like the normal, but 
differ in having the anterior petal represented bv two petals. 
These two petals are like the normal anterior petal in form and 
eoloor. like the normal also they are small petals but not 
anfrequently they are somewhat unequal in size. 
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3. Corolla with two posterior petals (Fig. 2). Flowers like 
the normal except that the posterior petal is represented by two 
petals, each more than half the size of the normal one. 

As it may reasonably be supposed that the one posterior petal 
of Veronica represents the two posterior petals of 5-petalled 
Scrophulariaceae, these corollas with two posterior petals can veiy 
plausibly be considered reversions. At all events^ of the various 
forms seen this is the one which can with most reason be supposed 
to represent a form actually passed through in the evolution of 
the species. Hence it is of interest to note that this is the only 
one of the common variations which is connected with the normal 
by any considerable number of intermediate forms. In these the 
posterior petal is more or less cleft into two (Fiff. 19). In 
the lower forms of the variation the place of division is only 
indicated by a notch. Such a variation is of course an example 
of the phenomenon of division in a plane about which there is 
bilateral symmetry, a phenomenon constantly occurring in animals 
and plants^ By reference to the Tables it will be seen that 
these intermediates occasionally form a fairly high proportion of 
the abnormal flowers, though even in these cases the complete 
form of the variation is as a rule the more frequent on the same 
plant. 

4. Corolla with six petals, two being posterior and two 
anterior (Fie;. 6). These flowers present the peculiarities of 
both the 2na and 3rd forms of variation mentioned above. The 
anterior two petals here also are not infrequently unequal in size, 
and the division between the two posterior petals may be in- 
complete (see No. 3). 

5. Corolla with three petals (Fig. 4). In this form the 
posterior petal is normal. There is no anterior petal, the corolla 
being completed by two large lateral petals. The appearance 
suggests that the material usually composing the two laterals and 
the anterior has been divided by one median division into two. 
Not rarely there is at the anterior edges of these two petals a 
band of lighter colour, shewing that the colour still follows the 
normal distribution of the 4-petalled flower. This is however by 
no means always the case. 

6. CoroUa with two petals (Fig. 20). The whole corolla 
is here formed of two petals, placed as anterior and posterior 
respectively. They are of about equal size. 

7. Corolla with four petals set obliquely (Fig. 7). In this 
form the petals stand as two anteriors and two posteriors, forming 

1 See Materials for the Study of Variation, 1S94, p. 448. 
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an oblique instead of an upright cross. The morphology of this 
flower is not quite clear, but there seems little doubt that it 
should be regarded as a corolla in which the posterior petal has 
been divided as in Fig. 2, while the anterior and lateral elements 
have developed in the same way as those shewn in Fig. 4. 

Occasional forms. Besides the forms enumerated above, of 
which all are found in some quantity, there are various other 
forms of only occasional occurrence. Of these some are sym- 
metrical, e,g. corollas having three posterior petals making six in 
all (Fig. 11); corollas having 7 or 8 petals, viz. 3 or 4 anterior, 
3 or 4 posterior (Fig. 10). There are besides these asymmetrical 
forms of variation, in which for example one of the lateral petals 
is smaller than the other, and so forth, but none of these are found 
in any quantity. 

Small flowers. In the previous paper mention was made of 
a peculiar form of flower having its parts, especially the corolla, 
of very small size (Fig. 18), These flowers were of occasional 
occurrence only. 

Calyx. The calyx is also liable to numerical variations, but 
no record of these was kept. There are frequently variations of 
the calyx in correlation with those of the corolla, but not rarely 
the one whorl may be abnormal while the other is normal. 

StamcTis and Pistil. Variations in these parts were extremely 
rare. 

Method. The plants selected in each year for self-fertilisation 
were potted and completely isolated, usually by means of a bell- 
jar over water, or a fine muslin net. Before covering, the flowers 
then open were all cut oflF, and the artificial self-fertilisation was 
not begun until the following day. The self-fertilised flowers 
were marked with coloured threads and the cover left on the plant 
imtil the corollas of these flowers had fallen off. The cover was 
then removed and the capsules ripened in the open. 

The seeds were sown either in the autumn or in the early 
sprine^. 

Tne seeds from each selected capsule were sown in separate 
pots, and afterwards pricked out in an open piece of ground m the 
Botanic Garden. 

The flowers, which open in the morning, were counted during 
the morning hours on as many days as possible during the flower- 
ing season. 

Except during the first weeks of 1892 each flower wels picked 
as it was noted, thus all danger of repetition was avoided. 

VOL. X. FT. II. 6 
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By these successive counting the relative numbers of each 
kind of flower borne by each plant during its flowering period 
were approximately obtained. In a good many cases days were 
missed, and in 1894 and 1895 the plants had not altogether 
finished flowering when the counting stopped. We have not 
attempted to make any correction for this, but there is do reason 
to suppose that the results are thereby materially affected. 

In the Tables the number of each kind of flower is given as a 
percentage of the total number of flowers borne by the plant. This 
total is s^ven in the right-hand column of each Table. In the 
bottom Ime of each Table is given the average percentage of each 
kind of flower borne by the ^^'hole family sprung from one capsule. 
This average is calculated on the grand total of flowers borne by 
the whole family. 

It is noticeable that while there is very great diversity among 
the offspring of the same self-fertilised capsule, yet the average 
degree of abnormality in the family generally remains fairlj 
constant for the descendants of each origmal plant. 

The extraordinary irregularity in the percentages amongst 
these offsprincf of self-fertilisation is not a little remarkabia 
It might perhaps have been expected that as the result of 
successive self-fertilisation some diminution in variability would 
occur. So far as our figures go, there is no indication of such a 
result. 

An attempt was made to discover whether the abnormal 
flowers were produced with any greater frequency at one part of 
the flowering period than at another. Decided evidence was 
found that this is so. Though there are not a few exceptions, the 
countings shew in a large majority of cases that the chief output 
of abnormal flowers takes place in the earlier part of the flower- 
ing season and especially just before the greatest output of 
flowers, after which time the percentage of abnormality declines. 
It was not thought worth while to print the detailed records on 
which this statement is based. 

The plants studied, 135 in all, were severally descended from 
three original plants, and the descendants of each of these three 
are referred to as Race I., Race 11. and Race III. respectively. 

Race /. The original plant from which Race I. descended was 
growing wild in a plot of waste garden-land near Cambridge. On 
it 5 flowers were chosen, being respectively A, normal ; d, 2 an- 
terior petals ; C, D and E, each having 2 posterior petsJs. As to 
the fertilisation of these flowers nothing was known. 

From these flowers the first generation was raised and the 
succeeding generations were produced by self-fertilisation, the 
detailed pedigrees being given in the Tables. 
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The moBt noticeable characteristic of this Race is the high 
average percentage of flowers with 2 posterior petals. It will be 
seen that this percentage is exceedingly variable. In the first 
sowing there are some high percentages of 3-petalled flowers on 
certain plants, especially of the families C and D. It is of course 
possible that these were fertilised by pollen from other plants, but 
in the family A»A there are also a few such plants. In subsequent 
generations of the Race the decline in 3-petalled flowers is rather 
striking and we have no indication of the reason for this. 

If the 1st generation stood alone it would seem that the per- 
centage of abnormality was greatest in the offspring of abnormal 
flowers. Subsequent generations nevertheless are quite at variance 
with such a result. 

Rajce II, The seed was taken from the capsule of a flower of 
unknown form on a plant in the same locality as the parent of 
Race I. The Race is remarkable for a high percentage both of 
2 posterior-petalled flowers and also 3-petalIed flowers. It will be 
noticed that in the 2nd generation the percentage of 2 posterior- 
petalled flowers happens to be highest in a family the offspring of 
a normal flower. 

BoA^e III In the summer of 1893 a plant was observed 
growing wild in the Botanic Garden which bore an unusual 
number of 3-petalled flowers. A capsule which had not been in 
any way protected from cross-fertilisation was gathered, and the 
seeds produced 4 plants. The contrast between these and Races 
L and II. is very marked. The form with 2 posterior petals is 
here extraordinarily scarce, while the flowers with 3 petals are in 
the high proportion of 4 per cent. The next generation of the 
Race maintained the same characteristics. From this Race alone 
it might be inferred that an abundance of the 3-petalled form 
is not compatible with a considerable number of flowers having 
2 posterior petals, but several plants in the other Races shew that 
this is not tne case {e,g. Race II. Ai and AiA^). 
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TABLES. 



In the following Tablea — 

N stands for normal 

2 anterior petals 
2 posterior petals 
6 petals 

a „ 

the form numbered 7 in the text 
intermediates between normal and 2pp 
misoellaneoas forms not induded in the above 

The number of flowers of each category given in percentages of total 
printed in right-hand column. 

In the case of some of the scarcer forms the percentage is given to the 
place of decimals. Most are only taken to the first place. 



2a 




srp 




6 




8 




2 




4f 




Int. 




Misc. 





Race I. 
1892. First Generation. On one plant 5 capsules were taken. 





A 


B C D E 




normal 


2 ant 2 post 2 post 2 post. 




flower 


pet. fl. pet fl. pet fl. pet. fl. 




1 


1 1 1 1 


From these grew 


5 plants 


3 plants 4 plants 3 plants 1 plant 


Result. 






N 


2a 2pp 


6 3 2 4| Int. Misc. Totals 


A 1 91-5 


2-3 4-2 


•6 -5 -7 '2 1398 


2 96-8 


11 1-6 


•2 -2 -1 1218 


3 82-2 


1-8 11-6 


1 1-3 •4 1-2 -3 1050 


4 88-4 


2-9 4-9 


•6 1-7 -02 1 1 -2 4787 


5 69*4 


3 17-9 


4-4 2-7 -3 11 -4 -9 666 



Averages 87*9 



2-4 61 -8 1-3 03 -1 
(Seed taken from A,, A^, A,.) 



9119 





N 


2a 


2rp 


6 


8 


2 


4| 


Int. 


Miflc 


ToUla 


B 1 


70-4 


1-9 


19 


2-4 


3-3 


•2 


•7 


1-4 


•1 


3236 


2 


75-7 


3-4 


13-9 


21 


2-3 


•1 


•6 


1-6 


•3 


2789 


3 


83*6 


1-5 


8-3 


•9 


3-6 


•1 


•5 


1-2 


•1 


4781 


Averages 


77-7 


21 


131 


1-7 


31 


•1 


•6 


1-3 


•2 


108O6 



(No seed taken.) 
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i^ 


2a 


2pp 


6 


3 


2 


« 


Int. 


Miso. 


Totals 


c 


1 


72-2 


21 


20 


21 


1-6 


•1 


•4 


•5 


•2 


2869 




2 


741 


7-4 


14-9 


1-9 


•8 




•4 


•4 


•5 


2151 




3 


81-9 


6 


8-1 


21 




•I 


•1 


•2 


•6 


2106 




4 
see 


80-9 
771 


4-2 

4-7 


9-9 
13-5 


1-3 


2-1 




•1 


•8 


* 


2740 


rai 


1-9 


1-6 


•1 


•3 


•5 


•3 


9866 










(No seed taken.) 
















N 


2a 


^ 


6 


8 


2 


*l 


Int. 


Miao. 


Totals 


I> 


1 


69-4 


1-7 


21-9 


2-5 


2-7 


•2 




1-4 


•4 


474 




2 


76-9 


2-3 


16-7 


1-5 


1-7 




•04 


•2 


•3 


2306 




3 


69-4 

73-9 


2-7 
2-3 


17-2 


2-4 


5-2 


•4 


•6 


1-3 

•9 


•5 


1044 


rai 


17-5 


1-9 


2-8 


•2 


•2 


•4 


3824 










(No seed taken.) 
















N 


2a 


2pp 


6 


8 


2 


^ 


Int. 


Miso. 


Totals 




£ 


80-8 


51 


9-1 


21 


1-2 




•7 


•2 


•6 


1142 



1893. 



JSecand Generation. On A^ one capsule was taken^ viz. : 

6 pet flower, A. A 

From this grew 6 plants 



A, A 





N 


2a 


2rP 


6 


8 


2 


4| 


Int. 


MIbo. 


Totals 


1 


81-2 


3-6 


101 




•5 




•5 


2-8 


1-4 


218 


2 


87-3 




7-5 


•2 


1-3 


•2 




3-3 


•2 


455 


3 


86-6 


7-3 


3-7 










2-4 




82 


4: 


65-9 


2-3 


20-4 










10-2 


M 


88 


5 


100 


















8 


e 


91-2 




8-8 














34 



83-9 1-8 9 -1 -8 -1 

(Seed taken from A, A,.) 

On A^ one capsule was taken, viz. : 

6 pet. flower, A4 A 

I 



1 3-6 



885 







From this 


grew 6 plants 










N 


2a 


2rP 


6 8 2 


4} Int. 


Misc. 


Totals 


1 


68-5 


10-5 


14-5 


2-6 1-3 


2-6 




76 


2 


51-3 


15-4 


25-6 


2-6 2-6 


2-6 




39 


3 


71-2 


1-5 


25-8 


1-5 






66 


4 


58-1 


3-7 


29-9 


3-7 1-6 


1-9 


M 


377 


5 


661 


5-2 


21-9 


3-2 -9 


3-5 


•9 


324 


6 


83-6 


8-9 


5-5 


2-5 






166 


«s 


64*9 


5-7 


22-4 

(Nc 


2-6 M -6 
> seed taken.) 


2-1 


•7 


1048 



86 Mr BcUeaon & Miss D. F. M. Pertz, Notes on the inheritance 

On A« one capsule was taken, viz. : 

3 pet. flower, Ay A 

From this grew 17 plants 





N 


2a 


app 


6 


8 2 


4f 


Int. 


Miae. 


Tdtali 


A.A I 


84*4 


2-6 


7 


•9 


•9 


•3 


3-3 




340 


2 


831 


4-2 


8-7 


•4 


•6 




2-8 


•2 


528 


3 


80-9 


21 


10-6 




4-3 




21 




47 


4 


87-5 


2 


4-2 


•5 


3-7 


•2 


1-8 


•2 


598 


5 


81-2 


9-4 


1-6 


•8 


M 




3-2 




373 


6 


84-9 


5-3 


3-4 


•6 


1-8 




3-5 




318 


7 


89-7 


4-3 


1 


•5 


3-8 


•5 






185 


8 


89-1 


3-3 


3-6 


•6 




•3 


21 


•6 


329 


9 


81-4 


7-8 


3-9 




•9 




4-9 


•9 


102 


10 


97-4 












2-5 




39 


11 


90-9 


5-3 


3-4 








•4 




263 


12 


85-7 


31 


7-7 


•7 


1-7 




•7 


•3 


287 


13 


92-4 


2-5 


1-3 




2-5 -6 




•6 




167 


14 


87-4 


6-8 


2 


•7 


1 


•7 


2-4 




294 


15 


92-6 


2-1 


•7 




1-8 




2-5 


•3 


283 


16 


77-7 


1-9 


15-5 


1-9 


•9 




1-9 




103 


17 


88-7 


4-4 


2-9 




2-9 




•5 




211 


Averages 


86-6 


41 


4-4 


•5 


1-6 02 


•1 


21 


•3 


4457 








(No seed taken.) 











On E two capsules were taken, viz. : 

normal £., EA 2 ant pet. fl., EB 

I 



From these grew 


7 plants 






7 plants 










N 


9a 


ipp 


6 


8 


a 


4} 


Int 


Miae. 


Totals 


EA 1 


77 


13-3 


3-9 


1-5 


•6 






3 


•6 


330 


2 


74-3 


13-3 


6-8 


1-6 


'5 






2-7 


•8 


443 


3 


69-8 


15-2 


5-2 


3-7 


21 






3-7 




328 


4 


73 


14-8 


6-6 


2-9 


•3 






1-6 




379 


6 


641 


9-4 


9-4 


1-9 




1-9 


1-9 


11-3 




53 


6 


60-8 


12-7 


16-4 


6-6 


1-6 






3-9 




306 


7 


67-5 


13-5 


9-7 


4 


1-6 




1-6 


2-4 




136 


Averages 


70-9 


13-7 


7-6 


2-9 


1 


•1 


•1 


31 


•3 


1965 








(No 


seed taken. 


) 
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N 


8a 


2pp 


6 


3 


2 


4| 


Int. 


Misc. 


Totals 


Efi 1 


87 


3-2 


7-3 




•8 


•8 




•8 




247 


2 


72-5 


9-2 


15 


•8 








2-5 




120 


3 


93-3 


3-3 












3-3 




30 


4 


65-2 


11-9 


13-4 


1-8 


2-2 


•4 




3-6 


1-4 


276 


5 


67-2 


11-9 


12-3 


3-6 


•6 




•2 


3-6 


•8 


530 


6 


81-6 


7-9 


2-6 


2-6 








6-3 




38 


7 


72-3 


17-9 


5-8 




•3 


•3 




2-5 


M 


364 



Avemgea 72-3 11-5 99 16 -7 2 I 2-9 -7 1605 

(No seed taken.) 



1894. Third OeneroHon. On A^A, three capsules were taken, viz.: 

normal fl., 2 post. pet. fl., 3 pet. fl., 

A,A.A A,A.B A,A,C 

I I I 

From these grew 9 plants 7 plants 6 plants 

N 2a 2pp 6 3 2 4) Int. Miao. Totals 

A^A^A 1 93-7 -7 42 1 -4 -9 1709 

2 71-3 26-9 -3 7 1 1 4 897 

3 91-2 -6 6-7 -2 -3 -1 7 1 1564 

4 97-4 -4 21 1359 

5 63-1 -2 34-5 -5 -5 1 M 1288 

6 95-3 -9 3-5 -2 846 

7 92-9 '7 5-7 -4 -3 1163 

8 85-7 1 10-2 -2 -2 1-8 1201 

9 93-3 M 4-5 M 449 

Averages 87-5 -6 10-8 -2 4 01 -02 -6 10476 

(Seed taken from Aj A^ A, and Ai A, A5.) 



N 2a 2pp 6 8 2 4} Int. Miso. Totals 



A,A,B 1 


98-5 




•2 


1-3 






1152 


2 


94-7 


•7 


3-8 




•2 


•5 


1406 


3 


78-9 


•7 


17-6 


•7 




21 


142 


4 


81-8 


4-1 


12-4 




•3 


1-2 


314 


5 


93-3 




4-2 




•4 


21 


239 


6 


67-9 




30-4 






1-7 


181 


7 


84-5 


2-1 


11-7 






1-6 


187 



Averages 92-2 -8 61 -02 1 -6 3621 

(Seed taken from A| A, B4.) 
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N 


2a 


2rp 


6 


3 


2 


4| 


Int. 


Miae. 


Totals 


A,A,C 1 


96-7 


•3 


2-7 


•05 


•05 






•2 




1839 


2 


86-8 


•8 


IM 


•7 


•2 






•5 




621 


3 


96-4 


•8 


2-3 




•1 


-04 




•4 


•04 


2242 


4 


97-4 


•2 


1-7 


•2 


•3 






•2 




618 


5 


95-4 


•5 


3-3 


•1 


•4 






•3 




2401 


6 


97-6 


•6 


1-2 


•1 


•3 






•2 




1265 


Averages 


95-8 


•5 


31 


•1 


•2 


•01 




•31 




8986 



(No seed taken.) 



1895. Fourth Generation, On A|A,A, two capsules were taken, 
viz.: normal fl., A^A^A^A 2 post pet £., A^A A^B 

From these grew 7 plants 4 plants 





N 


2a 


2pp 


6 


s 


2 


4| 


Int. Miflo. Totals 


AiA^AjA 1 


92-6 


19 


5 


•2 


•5 






•6 


967 


2 


83-8 


•9 


12-8 


•9 


•2 


•2 




11 


618 


3 


84-8 


2-1 


106 


•4 


•3 






•9 


778 


4 


84-9 


1-3 


10-3 


•4 


•2 






2-8 


464 


6 


80-7 


7-2 


9 


1-7 


•7 






•7 


290 


6 


80-3 


5 


12-9 




•7 






M 


279 


7 


87-4 


2-6 


7-3 


•8 


•3 




•3 


1-5 


398 



Averages 



86- 2-4 9-3 -6 ^4 02 -02 11 
(No seed taken.) 



3794 





N 


2a 


2pp 


6 


3 2 


4f 


Int 


Misc. Totals 


A,A,A.B1 


90-7 


2-6 


5-6 


•1 


•2 




•7 


836 


2 


941 


•9 


3-9 




•2 




•8 


883 


3 


86-3 


2 


12-4 




•1 




•1 


744 


4 


80-6 


2-2 


16-2 


•4 






1-4 

•8 


•1 696 


Averages 


88-2 


1-9 


8-9 


•1 


•2 




3159 






(No 


seed taken.) 











On Aj A,A( two capsules were taken, viz. : 

normal fl., A|A,Af A 2 post pet. fl., A|A,A|B 

From these grew 1 plant 6 plants 



X^2 ^^ ^S "^ 



N 
66-2 



3a 
7-2 



2pp 

20-9 



6 
2-6 



S 2 4f Int. Misc. Total 
•9 1 -8 607 



(No seed taken.) 
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N 


2a 


2pp 


6 


8 


2 


4| 


Int. Miso. 


Totals 


AiA,A,B 1 


92-4 


1 


4-7 


•2 








1-5 


386 


2 


88-3 


1-5 


8-6 


•2 


•3 






1-2 


661 


3 


85-4 


1-3 


10-5 


1-3 


•2 






1-7 


604 


4 


82-9 


1-3 


13-5 


•4 


•2 


•2 




1-5 


533 


5 


84-1 


1-6 


11-5 


•2 


•5 


•2 




2-1 


634 


6 


9M 


1-3 


6 




•4 






M 


531 


Averages 


87-1 


1-4 


9-3 


•4 


•3 


•02 




1-5 


3349 








(No seed taken. 


) 









On Ai AaB4 two capsules were taken, viz. : 

normal fl., A^A, B4A 2 post. pet. fl., A^A^B^B 



fVoxn these grew 4 plants 



4 plants 



A J A« B^ -A 





N 


2a 


2pp 


6 


8 2 


4» 


Int. 


Miso. 


Totals 


1 


93-6 


•7 


4-3 


•4 


•3 




•8 


•1 


783 


2 


92-4 


1-9 


3-9 


•3 


•7 




•5 




554 


3 


81 


1-2 


15-4 


•7 


•3 




1-2 




589 


4 


89-6 


1-7 


7-4 


•2 


•2 




•9 




527 



89-4 1-3 7-5 -4 -4 
(No seed taken.) 



•8 



2453 





N 


2a 




2pp 


6 


8 2 


4} 


Int. Miso. Totals 


A A.B^B 1 


57-5 


1 




39-7 


•2 


•3 




1-5 546 


^  * 2 


79-4 


1-9 




16-9 








1-9 373 


3 


86 


1-9 




9-6 


•2 


•2 




2-1 428 


4 


90-9 


M 




6-9 




•1 




•9 639 


Averages 


77-8 


1-3 




18-9 


•1 


•2 




1-5 1886 








(N 


seed takeu.) 









Race IL 

1892. First Generation. On one plant one capsule was taken, viz.: 

flower, form unknown, A 




From this grew 2 plants 



N 

1 51-6 

2 67 

62-3 



2a 



'I 



2pp 

40-3 
29-1 



6 

4-8 
M 



8 

3-2 
1-8 



4f Int. Miao. Totals 

124 
•4 285 



■5 32-5 2-2 2-2 
(Seed taken from A^.) 
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1893. Second Genet'cUion. On A^ two capsules were taken, viz.: 

normal £., A,A 2 post, pet fl., A^B 



From these 


grew 


5 plants 






2 plants 






N 


2a 


2pp 


6 


3 


2 


4| Int. 


Misc. Totals 


A,A 1 


57-7 


1-7 


391 








1-5 


402 


2 


69 


•9 


19-7 


•4 


4-4 




•4 4-9 


223 


3 


86-7 




6-6 




6 




•6 


165 


4 


90 




5 








5 


20 


5 


78-7 


6-1 


9-6 




31 


M 


M 


94 


Averages 


68-6 


1-6 


24-5 


•1 


2-5 


•1 


•1 2-2 


904 








(No 


seed taken.) 








N 


2a 


2pp 




6 


8 2 


4f Int. 


msc. Totals 


A,B 1 


76-5 


•4 


18-9 




•4 


3-3 


•4 


238 


2 


73 


•8 


20 






3-8 


2-1 


234 


Averages 


74-9 


•6 


19-3 




•2 


3-5 


1-2 


472 








(No 


seed taken.) 












Race III. 









1894. First Genera4ion, On one plant one capsule was taken, viz.: 

flower, form unknown, A 







From this grew 


4 plants 








N 


2a 


2pp 6 


8 


2 


^ 


Int. Misc. Totals 


A 1 


95-8 




•1 


35 


•3 




•2 2592 


2 


951 




•04 


46 


•2 




•04 2074 


3 


94-7 


•1 


•1 


45 


•5 




1929 


4 


93-8 






5-3 


•7 




•2 1808 


Avei*ages 


952 


•03 


•1 


4-4 


•4 




•11 8403 



(Seed taken from A^.) 

1895. Second Generation, On A^ two capsules were taken, viz.: 
normal flower, A^ A 3 pet. flower, A4B 

I 



From these 


grew 


6 plants 






9 


plants 


N 


2a 


2pp 6 


8 


2 


4f 


Int. Misc. Totals 


A,A 1 92-9 


•4 




5 4 


11 




•2 448 


2 92^9 


•8 


•2 


5-6 


•2 




•5 611 


3 89 6 


1-3 


•2 


6 


15 




1-3 461 


4 93 5 


1-3 




3 9 


•5 




•8 618 


5 921 


1-8 




4^9 


M 




•1 717 


6 94^1 


•7 


•1 


4-4 


•2 




•4 804 



Averages 92-6 1*1 



•05 -02 4-9 -7 
(No seed taken.) 



•54 



3659 
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N 


2a 


2pp ( 


} 8 


2 


4} Int. 


Miso. Totals 


A^B 1 


94-6 


•5 


•2 


4-4 


•1 


•1 


1058 


2 


90-9 


•5 


•1 


7-3 


M 


•1 


1460 


3 


92-2 




•1 


6-8 


1-7 


•1 


825 


4 


94 


2-6 


•4 


2-2 


•1 


•7 


737 


5 


91-9 


•6 


•2 


5-9 


•9 


•3 


1172 


6 


92-3 


•6 


•2 


5-2 


M 


•5 


854 


7 


94-5 


•4 


•3 


3-9 


•8 


•1 


1161 


8 


911 


•7 




6-8 


1-4 




839 


9 


90-7 


•7 


•3 


7-6 


•8 




899 



92-6 



•2 5-7 -8 

(No seed taken.) 



9005 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE I. ILLUSTRATING VARIOUS 
FORMS OF COROLLA FOUND IN VERONICA 

BUXBAVMIL 



Fig. 1. Normal flower. 

Fig. 2. Two posterior petals. 

Fig. 3. Two anterior petals. 

Fig. 4. Three petals. 

Fig. 5. Six-petalled form having two posterior and two anterior 
petals. 

Fig. 6. Rare form with three petals. 

Fig. 7. Four petals set obliquely. 

Fig. 8. Corolla with division of posterior petal indicated by ajbfd 
seen from behind. 

Fig. 9. Three anterior petals. 

Fig. 10. Two posterior petals combined with three anterior petals. 

Fig. IL Three posterior petals. 

Fig. 12. Lateral petal divided. 

Fig& 13 and 14. Irregular forms. 

Fig. 15. Corolla like fig. 7, but having imperfect division bet^ween 
posterior petals. 

Fig. 16. Irregular form. 

Fig. 17. A very peculiar corolla. All the petals are unusually 
narrow and the posterior is divided, the two halves being separated by 
a space. 

Fig. 18. A "small flower" (see p. 81). 

Fig. 19. Oy b, Cy various forms of notching or imperfect division of 
posterior petal, d, appearance of trifid division in posterior petal. 

Fig. 20. Two-petalled corolla. 
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On the product J^ (x) J^ {x). By W. Ml' F. Orb, M.A. 

[Read May 15, 1899.] 

If in Bessel's equation we change x into xx it becomes 

— 1 dtt ^ / w«\ _ 
cLr" xdx \ 0^) " * 

Writing n -= a?~^ . v this assumes its normal form 






Replacing ti by m we obtain another similar equation 

dhi) 
da^ 



-(,.=!i!/>=o. 



The product vw of any two solutions of the equations 
satisfies the equation 

VOU X. FT. III. 8 
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where D denotes d/dx. Thus, if /» (x) = !"**/» (i^), ^-^m (^) A (*) 
satisfies the equation 

{a'D' 4- 2aj»Z)» - 2 j?» ( 2a^ 4- a) 2)» - (ar» - 2aa;) D + 6* - 2a} y = 

(2), 

where a = m" 4- n* — 1/2, 6 = m' — n". 

If we seek for a solution of this in the form of a series 

we obtain the relation 

(r4-l+m + w)(r+l+wi — n)(r4-l— m + w) 

(r+1 — m — n)ar-n = 4r(r + l)ar (3). 

This is satisfied by four hypefgeometric series, always convergent, 
of which one is 

^■H»^,j, p + « + l ^ m + n + 2. ^ + „ + i^ ^^1^ „^1. ^J 

W. 

and the three others may be obtained by changing the si^ of m, 
or n, or both ; it is also satisfied by two series, always divergent, 
unless they terminate, viz. 



^\ 2 ' 2 ' 2 



1 — m — n 1 1 
2~ 



• h h) <«>• 



J ,n/2 + m + w 2 + m — w 2— m + n 
and <^'F[—^ , 2 ' 2 ' 



2-OT- n 3 1 
2 



 I  s) («> 



An interpretation of such divergent series and relations con- 
nectinj? them with the convergent series are given in the Catnb. 
Phil Trans,, Vol. xvii., Part ill. 

Equation (2) is also satisfied by two other functions which for 
infinite values of the modulus of x tend to equality respectively 
with* 

«— , 6+*» (7), (8). 

* Loe, eit, Art. 13. 
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We may suppose that neither m nor n is negative and will also 
suppose, unless otherwise stated, that none of the constants m, n, 
wi + n, is zero or an integer. The four convergent series are then 
interminable ; none of uiem contains any terms of the form 0/0, 
nor can the same power of x occur in any two. We therefore 
have 

/« («) In («)• = 2-M-» n (m) n (n) 

„ /m + n+l m + n + 2 , ., ., A 

^(-—^"2 , 2 ; m + n + 1, m + 1, n+l; ifij 

(9). 

and three other analogous equations. 

The case in which m = 1/2 is of great interest, and, therefore, 

although the relations obtainable are well known, it may be 

pardonable to investigate them from this point of view. In this 

case it is seen that of the four convergent series (4), one consists 

of the terms of odd order, and another of the terms of even order 

of the series 

a?«+>^F(n+l/2; 2n + l; 2a?) (10), 

a third of the terms of odd order, and the fourth of the terms of 
even order of the series obtained from (10) by changing the sign 
of 71 ; the series last mentioned satisfies the same linear differential 
equation of the second order as (10). It is also seen that of the 
two divergent series (5) consists of the terms of odd, and (6) is a 
multiple of those of even order in the series 

^(i+„.i-„;^i) = i-(Hj^l(i::^) + (11). 

which is associatedf with (10) and its analogue. Thus by addition 
aud subtraction relations (9) become on division by a^ 

««./, = (^<r/2)*(/, + /_j)/„=2;j^j^(i + n; l + 2n; 2x) 

(12) 

«-./, = (W2)»(/-i-/j)/. = 2»ff(;r)^<* + "' ^^^''^ "^> 

(13), 

and two analogous equations obtainable by changing the sign of n. 

* Schlafi, Math. Ann., m., gives the eqniyalent formula 

^ J 
" and II being integral. 

t See Uie paper referred to above. Art. 8. 

8—2 
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Making use of the equation* connecting 

«*+»F(i + n; l + 2n; 2x), 
a^F{i-n; l-2n; 2a;), 

and ^ (i + ^' i ~ '^ ' " 2^) ' 

we obtain the result 

wherein the argument of every power af* lies between — mv 
And by writing x = ye''* in this we have 

/_n (y) + /« (y) - i cot n-TT {/_« (y) - /« (y)} 

wherein the argument of every power y^ lies between and 
2mw. 

If the modulus of y be laree and its argument lies between 
and 7r/2, (14) shows that the left-hand member is approxiniately 
the same as /_« (y) + ^n (y) (even when n is integral). An equa- 
tion analogous to (16) may be deduced from (15) oy changing the 
sign of i, and holds provided the argument of every power y* to 
between and — 2m*jr. 

Thus, provided y is large and its real part positive, excluding 
zero hoivever, we have the approximate equality 

/-n(y) + /n(y)=(^)V (15a), 

reducing when n is an integer to 

In(y)h(2iry)-^ey (15i). 

If we define K^ (x) by means of the relation 

2 Sin riTT 
* See eqnatioT) (26) of the paper referred to above. 
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equation (14) gives, when x is large and has its argument between 
— IT and + TT, the approximate equality 

Knix)H(£ftr' <^^<'>' 

whether n be integral or not*. 
If n — i is a positive integer 

2-n]S^,^) -^(^-^; l-2n; 2a;), 

considered as the limit of a function in which n — ^ is not a positive 
integer, contains a number of terms which are zero, and aft^ these 
the series begins again, the second set of terms being those of 

The equation derivable from (12) by changing the sign of n is then 
to be replaced by 



aj-n 



e«(J.^-A)=. g^^^^^^ J^(i-n; l-2n; 2a;). ..(16), 

wherein the series on the right is not continued beyond the zero 
terms. Equations (14) and (16) are now identical f. 

We next suppose that in equation (9) m = w. We thus have 

/»*=25qiI00p^^"'^*' "■*"^' 2n+l; ««)J......(17), 

another equation derivable from this by changing the sign of n, 

(18), 

The differential equation (1) has now to be replaced by one of 
the third order of which the series (6) is no longer a solution. The 

* I would Boggest the desirability of making the / fanction the fandamental 
one in analyBis instead of the J, at least when the variable is complex ; in the case 
of the fonnet t occtm less Creqaently explicitly, equation (14) which is fandamental 
is more easily remembered, and the approximate formulae (15^), (15*^) are more 
eftsQy remembered and better adapted for use in physical problems. 

t See Cayley, Me$»enger of McUhematict, Series L, Vol. y., p. 77 ; Glaisher, Ibid., 
Vol Yin., p. 20 ; PhiL Tram., 1881. 

t This result was given by Lommel, Math. Annal., in., for the case in which n 
is ta int^er. 



• 
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relation connecting the series (5) with the convergent series may 
be written more conveniently in terms of the / functions 

Jn (a?) + t/Ln* («) - 2 COS nw- . J» (x) «/_n (a?) 



= - Sm* HIT 
IT 



( 1 .a^ 

i.fa-n)(f -n) a+^) (l + «), 1 

1.2. a:* " "^-j 



+ 

2 
= - sin« nw . or^^ (i, i - n, J + n ; - ar«) ...(20), 

wherein eveir power af* has its argument between — hitt and 
+ mir. The left-hand member may also be written in the form 

sin« n7r{Jn' (a?) +Tn» (a?)}. 

Thus we see that if P and Q are the divergent series such that 

J^{x)^(—\ [Pcos{(2n + l)^/4-fl?} + (28in{(2n + l)v/4-«}], 

P'-s-Q^^Hh i-^> 4+^; -O (21), 

or by writing a^ instead of — ar* 

<^(i + n, J-n; ar)<^(i+n, J-n; -2a;) 

= *(i i + »^, i-w; +«•) (22); 

the series in the left-hand member being those on the right of 
(14). Equations (21), (22) are to be interpreted in the sense that 
the coefficients of the various powers of x are equal, or in senses 
obvious from the paper referred to. 

From (12), (13), their analogues, and (17), (18), we deduce that 

[i^(i + n; l+2n; 2a;)]« 

=:6-H»P(i + n; 1 + n, l + 2w; «•) (23), 

-P(i + n; H-2n; 2a?)^(i+n; l+2n; -2a?) 

= F(i + n; l + », l+2n;a;») (24), 

and 

F{\ + n\ l+2n; ±2x)F{^-n\ l-2n; + 2a?) 

= P(i; 1+n, 1-w; a?») (25). 
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If n — ^ is a positive integer equation (18) is to be replaced by 

wherein the series on the right is not continued beyond the zero 
terms ; this equation and (20) are now identical 

In the general case the equations connecting the two divergent 
series with the four convergent are equivalent to 

(m -"»)^.rr.r r\ (^ +^)^/r r r r \ 

COS ^ g-^^ {J„,Jn + J^J^) - COS ^ ^g ^ (JmJ^ + J^Jn) 

_ 2 sin tiwr sin nir 

«/l + m + » 1+m — n 1— m + w 1— m — n 1 — 1 \ 
V 2 ' 2 ' 2 ' 2 ' 2' "^y 

(27), 

and 

. (m — W)^,yy y ,. (m + W')7r/rr r t\ 

sin ^^ 5-^— («/mt/« - J^J^) - sin ^^^ ^-^— (Jm«/-n - «/-m*/n) 



2 



^ (m«-n«) sin mTT sin mr 



„/2 + m+n 2 + w-n 2 — m + n 2-m — w 3^ — 1\ 
V 2 ' 2 ' 2 ' 2 ' 2' ^y 

(28), 

wherein the argument of a^ lies between — ir and + tt. 

We also have as relations equivalent to the above 

_„/l + m + n 1+m — 71 1— m + n 1— m — n 1 1\ 
■" V 2 ' 2 ' 2 ' 2 ' 2' ^) 

(m* -n*) ^/2 + m + n 2 + w — n 
"*" "" 2^~ ^ V 2 ' 2 ' 

2 — m + n 2 — m — n 3 1\ . ^. 

2 ' 2 ' 2' ^y ^^^^' 

and another analogous obtainable by changing the sign of w. 

* This resnlt in a different form is given by Lommel, Math, AnTuU., iv. 
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By the aid of (12) and (18), equation (9) may now be written 
in different forms. 

Should m + n be an integer one of the analogues of (9) is to 
be replaced by 



2-'»-^n(-m)n(-n) 

F\^ 2 , 2 ; 1-m-n, 1-m, 1-n; «»j...(30) 

wherein the series on the right is not continued beyond the zero 
terma This equation is now identical with (27) or (28) according 
as m + n is odd or even, the right-hand member of (27) or (28) 
now terminating. 

Should m — n be an integer a similar equation, obtainable by 
changing the sign of n, holds. 

Particular cases of the last equations are the well-known 
relations 

2 

«7nt/-ii+i + «/-fi«/n-i = — sin.nw, 

irx 

X 

The limiting forms of these various results in case n or m, or 
both, are positive integers may be obtained in the usual way. 

The function (7) is a multiple of 

(/-«-/») (/-«-/•«), 

and (8) may be either of the two functions obtained from this by 
changing the sign of x. 
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On The Reflection of Sotmd at a Paraboloid, By the Rev. 
E. J. Sharps, late Fellow of S. John's College, Cambridge. 

[Received Ju^m 20, 1899.] 

1. A good many years ago I made some experiments on the 
Seflection of Sound at the surface of two conjugate Parabolic 
Beflectors, placed coaxially at various distances apart, with their 
concavities turned towards one another, a watch being placed at 
the focus of one, and the ear applied at the focus of the other. 
Fig. 1 (which as regards the paraboloids themselves is drawn to 
scale) represents the arrangement. For convenience the parts of 
the reflectors to the left of LL'. and to the right of W were made 
removable. The dimensions were as follows in inches, 

2)iy = 44, F^ = 26, iX'=16, 

dd'=17, ea = 17, «'=4. 

A watch placed at TT was heard ticking at e — on one occasion 
at the extraordinary distance of 186 feet apart. This was on a 
still night in winter. 

2. In the year 1877 I published in No. 57 of The Quarterly 
Journal of Mathema^tics a Paper on the Mathematical treatment 
of the subject. That treatment however was very imperfect, and 
the results, few as they were, were incompletely given. 

It should be clearly understood at the outset that neither in 
the Paper already alluded to nor in the present one is any attempt 
made to solve the most interesting case of all, viz. that of a 
single source of sound in the focus of the reflector, a problem 
which is probably a long way beyond the power of our present 
methods. 

But the present Paper appears to give the solution of the next 
most interesting case, viz. that in which FIT is a line of sources, 
fig. 1, F, being the vertex of the reflector. 

It will presently be seen (Arts. 6, &c.) that the cases here 
treated require for their full development a complete discussion 
of both the solutions of the differential equations 

-'S+|+y(-^)=o (1). 

br all real positive values of (v and for all real values of A, 
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preference being perhaps given to certain large positire values of 
A (see Art. 18, &c.) which are nearly proportional to the squares 





Fig. 1. 

of large successive integers. We shall also want the non-log- 
arithmic solution of 



«'S+$+y(*+^)=o (2). 



da^ dx 

As in these solutions the ratio a/ A may vary from very small 
to very great, it is obvious that here alone we have a hrm order 
in pure mathematical investigation, as it seems likely beforehand 
that these solutions would take very different forms according to 
the various magnitudes of the ratio. It will be found (Art. 25, &c.) 
that special interest, in the case of the equation (1), attaches to 
the case xss A, bs this point will be found to determine a focus 
of reflection in the case of sound falling on the reflector from a 
distance. 

3. From time to time I have published in the Messenger of 
Mathematics Papers discussing equation (2). A good deal of what 
was there said will apply also to equation (1), but a good deal is 
inapplicable, and will be supplied, supplemented, or superseded in 
what follows. To two of these Papers I shall occasionally refer. 
One in No. 19 of the year 1881 I shall call Paper No. 2, and one 
in No. 149 of the year 1883 I shall call Paper No. 5. 

4. Suppose we have an infinite Parabolic Reflector — I say 
infinite because it is only to an infinite one that the present inves- 
tigation applies. I shall call the semilatus rectum /. Suppose 
the origin of three rectangular axes to be at the focus, the axis 
of X being coincident with the axis of figure, and the positive 
direction not cutting the surface. Suppose sound motion going 
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on within and reflected by the reflector. I confine myself to the 
case where the motion is symmetrical round the axis, and the 
same in every plane passing through the axis, the expressions for 

the sound vibrations being functions of x and (y»+ ^)*. 
Two di£Ferent cases now present themselves. 

(I.) We can suppose the origin of the sound at an infinite 
distance along the axis, and the sound falling upon and being 
reflected by the parabolic surface. The problem here is to 
discover the law of the magnification of the sound in the 
reflector, and the position, if they do exist, of foci of reflection. 
This problem, which may be called that of the Sound-Receiving 
Reflector, is treated in Arts. 19, &c. 

(XL) We can suppose the origin of the sound at a finite 
distance within the reflector. Here however I confine myself to a 
special case, viz. that in which (see fig. 2) OL is a line of sources, 




£2^ being the reflector, and L its vertex. Here, as in the former 
problem, we have to consider not only the sound from the source, 
bat the reflected sound, and we have to find the law of intensity 
at different distances, especiallv at great distances. This problem, 
which may be called that of the Sound-sending Reflector, is con- 
sidered in Arts. 33, &c. 

It fortunately happens however that, before engaging one's 
self with the dimculties of these Articles, a comparatively simple 
case presents itself which will be treated in Arts. 1 — 17. 

This will include simple cases of both I. and XL, but the 
results so obtained are not so striking as some of those obtained in 
the later Articles. 

5. In fig. 2 let LR represent a section of half the reflector, 
whose semilatus rectum is I, the origin of the xyz coordinates 
being the focua Or perpendicular to Ox we may call a sort of 
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axis of r, where r* stands for y* + ^. If P be any point within 
the reflector, whose coordinates are x, y, z, draw through it two 
confocal and coaxial paraboloids PU, PV, I shall put 2011^ tk, 
20 V =v, whence it is evident that u and v define tne position oi 
P as well as x, y, z. 

I shall not treat the sound from the source and the reflected 
sound separately, but shall consider them as both included under 
one velocity-potential F^ and if need be, afterwards discriminate 
between the primary and reflected sound, when it is possible to do 
so. F satisfies the equation 

d^F ^,d^F_l ^ ,«x 

da^'^ df'^'d^'a^ dt^ ^ ^' 

We may regard F here as a function of u and v, where 

u^ p — x, v = p + x, and p" = a^ + y" + ^. 

For all points within the reflector v will vary from to oo , and 
u will vary from to L 'a = is the equation to the line Ox, v = 
is the equation to the line OL. 

For points on the axis to the right of 0,v = 2x and t^ = 0. 

For points on the axis to the left of 

u = — 2a? and t; = 0. 
(3) when transformed becomes 

u-^-vVdv' '^^du'^'^dv '^ duj^a^ dt' ^*^ 

For sound motion F will be of the form 

Psin^Tio^ + Qcos VTio^ (5X 

P and Q will each satisfy the equation 

u + v\ dti* du^ dv du) ^ 

In nearly all that follows it will be found very convenient 

to put 

p = lm (7). 

A particular solution of (6) is P = UV where 17 is a function of « 
onfy and F of v only, and 

where A is an arbitrary constant 
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I shall always call this A, "the original A" (see Art. 6). 
Throughout a great part of the following investigation, i.e. from 
Art 19 to end, it will be supposed to have the same large value. 

It is easy to shew that tne velocity in the direction Pp, fig. 2, 

df /2ia\^ 
or normal to the paraboloid u = a constant is ;!— ( — ) . 8J^d as the 

sound has to be reflected from the paraboloid u — Z = 0, we must 
have 

-T- = when u = l, 

dTT 

which leads to -r— = 0, when u^l (10). 

au 

It will be seen that the condition (10) determines a value or 
aeries of values for A. It remains to solve the equations (8) and 
(9) with the condition (10), and to find what kind of sound 
motions they represent. [It is important to notice that if we 
take as our units 1 foot and 1 second of time p will vary from 
aboat ^ for low sounds to about 62 for high sounds.] 

6. In nearly all that follows it will be found a great convenience 
(o ase new independent variables, and to put 

jm = ti', pv = v', pl = t and A/p^A' (11). 

(8) and (9) then become 

'''l^+S^+<'''-^')''=o <i2). 

«'i^+5?+("'+^'>^=« <1^>' 

from which p has disappeared and (10), the condition of reflection, 
becomes 

^=0, when u'^r (14). 

In nearly all that follows we shall for convenience drop the 
daJiea, but we must be always careful to remember what the new 
%v,l and A mean, and in ail final results we mtut remember to 
restore to the symbols their proper meaning. It will be noticed 
that when we are experimenting with the sound for which p=l, 
the old and new symbols are iaentical. [The note indicated has 
357 vibrations in a second, and is very nearly the J* just above the 
middle C of a piano.] 
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7. Under the above convention then the two solutions of (9) 
in converging series will be found to be 



M« 



(4!)« 



(il'-14il»+9)-&c (15), 



Ut = Ur log u + iuA+ ^ (- 3^» + 1) + i|^(ll^* - 37^) + &C. 

(16). 

The laws of formation of the coefficients of powers of u are 
respectively 

(n + l)*an+i + -4an + a»_i = 0, 
(n + l)»6n+i + il6n + 6n-i + 2 (n + 1) an+i = 0. 

[(13) when reduced to the symbolical form is what Boole calls 
a trinomial equation, but if we put in it [7= e*** U^ + €~^* U^ where 
Ua is the same function of u and % which UfiVA oi u and — t, it 
will be found that the differential equation for finding U^ is 
binomial and the coefficients of the ascending series for 17. and U^ 
are easily obtained. When this method is applied to equation 
(12) I am inclined to think some interesting results might be 
obtained.] 

The complete solution of (13) is of course 

U=BU, + CU^ (17) 

where B and C are arbitrary constants. We should notice that 
t/i = 1 when w= 0, and that tidU^du = 1, when w = 0. 

We shall call Ui and U^ the 1st and 2nd solutions respectively 
of (13). The complete solution of (13) in Definite Integrals is 

[7= "(e^^ + e'^^j I cos (w cos 5 + -4. log cot 5 J x 

x[B + Glog(uBm*0)]d0 (18). 

This last equation is exactly equivalent to equation (17) the 
exponential factor being necessary to satisfy the conditions that 
Z7i = 1 and vdUJdu = 1 when w = 0. 

(18) is got by Laplace's Method: cf. Boole's Differential 
Eqiuitums, Chapter XVIII. For the exponential factor c£ De 
Morgan's Differential Galculua, p. 669. Of course V in (12) can 
be obtained from (15), (16) ana (18) by changing u into v^ and 
putting — A for A, Similarly to the above we shall call F, and 
K, the 1st and 2nd solutions of (12). 
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As in what follows we shall not coDsider the case of 1^ = being 
a line of sources, we shall not want the second solution of (13), but 
as we shall consider, among other cases, the case (Arts. 13, &c. 
33, &a) of the line v = (or OL, fig. 2) being a line of sources, we 
shall there require the second solution of (12). For U then we 
may always put 0= in (17) and (18), and then the condition of 
reflection (10) gives that A should be one of the roots of the 
equation 

cos ^sin {lcos0 + A log cot^0)d0^O (19). 



/ 



These are all real (Art. 8) and if Ui, v^, &c., Vi, t;,, &c. be the values 
of 17 and V corresponding to these various roots, we may put 

P = oit/i Vi + a^thv^ + fee.) .gQ. 

Q = fciWiVi + ftjI/jVa + &C. J ^ ^' 

where Oi, a,, &c., bi, b^, &c. are arbitrary constants. 

8. From (13) it is easy to shew that if t^, Uj are two values of 
ET corresponding to two diflFerent roots Ai, Aj of (19) then 

'I 
tiiUjdu^O (21), 



f. 



from which it follows in the usual way that (19) has all its roots 
real 

9. It is important to remark that in the present Paper I 
make no attempt to deal in detail with the problem of combining 
together a nuraoer of different solutions given by different values 
of ^ as suggested by (20), but having selected a particular value 
of il generally large, I trace the varying values of a single term of 
(20) for various values of u and v. As we shall generally confine 
ourselves to points on the axis for which w = 0, the chief thing we 
have now to do is to find the various values of F in (12) for various 
values of v from to 00 . 

Simple Case when -4=0. 

10. The most interesting results are obtained, as we shall 
presently see (Art. 19, &c.), by using large values of A from (19), 
bat before discussing these perhaps it will be well to see under 
what conditions we may have A=^0 in (19). Remembering that 
after Art. 6» I here means V we must have 



i 



coa0sm(PcoBe)d0 = O (22), 
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and as r is the original pi, it means that in tiiis case, only certain 
sounds whose pitch depends upon the particular reflector used are 
experimented on. (22) as an equation in V has an infinite number 
of real roots. The first 6 roots (which are given on p. 266, Vol. IL 
of Rayleigh On Sound) are 3-832, 7-015, 10174, 13-324, 16-471. 
19-616. For a given value of I the small numbers correspond to 
the low notes, the large numbers to the high notes, to which the 
present investigation applies. 

. 11. From (15) putting il = we get 

^^ = ^-t+^-^-^M'<^) (23)- 

By Art. 5 the velocity of an air particle normal to any paraboloid 
u =s a constant is 



2 ^^'x( ^ V 
^ dv \u-\-vJ 



multiplied by a time fstctor. [We must carefully notice that we 
are using u and v here in the sense of the second part of Art. 6, 
that is for u' and t/.] It is readily seen from (23) that when 
ii s= 0, that is, when we approach and reach the axis Ox (fig. 3), 
this velocity vanishes. Any concentration or magnification of the 
sound as we approach the axis depends mainly on dVi/dv, to which 
we next proceed. 

12. The value of F is got fi*om (12). We will first consider 
the significance of the non-logarithmic solution, which is 

'^. = l-|+2-rV.-*«- = '^«('') (24). 

The intensity of the sound at any point on the axis is measured by 
the velocity along the axis, of the air particle at that point, and 
this is seen from Art. 5 to be 2pdVi/dv multiplied by a time fisictor. 
We can readily shew firom (24) that dVi/dv has a maximum value 
near the point determined by v* = 8/3, but whether this gives the 
absolutely greatest value of dVi/dv would require a separ. * -^ in- 
vestigation to discover. That there is a point on the axis of 
absolutely greatest sound intensity, or " focus of reflection " as we 
may call it, we shall see from what follows, but in the case of sero 
or small values of il, to determine its exact position would probably 
be a troublesome business, and perhaps not worth while to under- 
take, as in these cases the magnification of the sound appears to 
be small. 

For large values of v the series (24) is unsuitable for calculation. 



+ 
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and we must substitute for it the semi-convergent series (see 
Todhunter's Laplace's Functions, p. 318), 

-■=a)*-(-i)(-^'(i)' 

1«.3«.S«.7« /ly . ) 
4.8.12.16 \2v) " *^j 

or approximately, 

"■■©'"•(-j) w- 

but for this to be true we must have, to make the series initially 
oonveigent, v much greater than 3 V^/l^. 

In this case we have stationary vibration, the case of two equal 
waves which, restoring the old notation, are expressed by 

moving in opposite directions and continually reflected at OL 
(fig. 2). The intensity of the sound will vary roughly inversely as 
the distance from 0. Also for a given reflector and a given distance 
bom 0, low sounds will be more magnified than high ones. Again, 
we see that on the right hand of a point (see fig. 2) determined, 
roughly speaking, by pt; = 3 V2/16 (using the old notation, Art. 6), 
it is possible to discriminate between the two waves, but not on 
the left, at any rate by the present method. 

13. We will next consider the logarithmic solution of (12) 
which is from (16), putting v for u and ^ == 

''«=(^-|+2ri-.-H^^*^''-^i-m+i^4-*«--<28)- 

Here LO (fig. 2) is a source of sound. We will presently find its 
strength, but before doing so we will find what (28) becomes when 
vi& l^rge. We know by Todhunter's Laplace's Functions, Art. 403, 
that the general solution of (12) when ^ = takes the form 

F= tr* (ilo + ^itr* + A^v^ + &c.) cos v 

+ v-* (Bo + B^v-^ + B^tr* + &c.) sint; (29), 

VOL. X. PT. III. 9 
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Zl} (30). 



where the coefBcients Ai, A^, &c., B^ £,, &c. can all be determined 
in terms of A^ and B^ which are arbitrary according to the laws 

2ril, + {(r-l)r + i}5,., = 0l 

We know that when (29) is made to coincide with Vi the non- 
logarithmic solution of (12) ^o= -^o^ 't^* But when (29) is made 
to coincide with (28) they will have different values, which we 
proceed to find. 

14. From (18) putting v for u and -4 = 

2 f** 
Fa = — cos (v cos 6) . (log t; + 2 log sin 6) d0 

4 f** 
= Filogt;+-( cos(t;cos^).logsin^(W...(31). 

The approximate value of Vi for i; large is known from (26), and 
we have to find the value of the last definite integral If we 
divide it up into two parts, integrating first from up to a small 
finite angle 0i and then from o^ up to ^, we shall find when v 
becomes large that the first part ultimately varies as tr^, and the 
second .part as ir\ Consequently the first part is of most import- 
ance, and we shall get in the limit 



v.= 



log 2 . . . , 4 /2\* 



log 2 , . . . 4 /2\» 

— ^ (cos v + sm v) + - - X 



00 

X , 

'o 



I COS (v - aj") . log a?cfcr (32), 

Jo 



from which we notice that log i; as a multiplier has disappeared. 
If then the value of V from (29) is to coincide with K, the 
logarithmic solution of (12) we must have 

TT^ ff Jo 



n log 2 4 X 2* r* . _, , 
-Bo-=— ^ + - I smaj".logfl?cte 

IT* W Jo 



(33). 



16. To evaluate the Definite Integrals in the last equations it 
is best to break them up into three parts, integrating from up to 
1, from 1 to 6, and from « to oo . It is thus easy to shew that each 
of the integrals in (33) lies between ± (1 + 1/e). We ^all find 
that 



/, 



4€* 86* 126^ 
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Ten terms of this series give us, I believe, about '061. 
The third part / cosa^ . \ogxdx is the most troublesome. 

By breaking it up into two parts firom e to (Sirfi)^, and from 

(57r/2)i to 00 , we can express each part in converging, but rather 
complicated, series. By the following plan, however, we can 
make a rou^h approximation to the value of the integral 

Integrating by parts so as to get descending powers of x we 
get series which soon diverge, but which begin by converging. 
The result is — '164 with an error that cannot exceed ± '02. 

Thus / cos aJ" . log xdx = ~ "104 nearly. 

The other integral in (33) can be treated in a similar manner. 

16. By combining equations (26) and (32) we can express 

cosv./vi and sinv./v* 

as known linear functions of Vi and Fj. Thus restoring the 
original notation in (5) P and Q can be chosen as the same 
Imown multiple of 

coapvl(pv)^ and smpvl(pv)^ respectively, 

and we have a single outgoing wave. It appears from (26) and 
(32) that the amplitude of this wave will be larger the more nearly 
the integrals in (33) agree in value. 

17. To get the strength of the source we must first find the rate 
at which air crosses an element Pp (fig. 2) of the paraboloid PV. 
i* being the velocity potential, and using the old notation this will 
be found to be ^irvdu x dF/dv, We must then put t; = and 
integrate with regard to t£ from up to the original I the semi- 
latus rectum of tne reflector. The result will be (remembering 
that from Art. 7 vdV^dv^il when t; = 0, and for brevity omitting 
the time {sictor) 

27r I Uidu. 
Jo 

At any given point in LO the strength will be proportional to 

The series begins to converge at once for points where pW < 12. 
It will be readily seen that the strength is a maximum near the 
point where pu = 2, and that this pomt of maximum strength is 

9—2 
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nearer the geometrical focus, the larger be p, that is, the higher the 
note experimented on. 

18. We observe from Art. 10 that for a riven value of I we 
have an infinite series of values otp from small to large, for which 
A==0. It seems very likely then that for intermediate values otp, 
whether small or large, we should always have some corresponding 
small values of A satisfying (19), and that the solution for these 
small values of A would resemble pretty much numerically that 
for which -4=0, only involving more complicated definite 
integrals. 

Before, however, leaving the subject of the zero and small values 
of A we may notice another simple and interesting maximum pro- 
position. From (15) supposing A not to be zero, and making 
the requisite changes, we shall get 

Suppose for a moment we can have A =1. What this entails 
will be seen presently. But it A = l, F/' will vanish if t; = 0, and 
then F/'' is negative. So that if -4 =1, F,' is a maximum at 
t; = 0, that is, the intensity of the sound is a maximum at the geo- 
metrical focus of the reflector. From (19) we see that if il = 1, 
then (Art. 6), restoring the original notation, we shall get 

I coH0sia(pl cos ^ 4- Iogcoti0)d0 = 0. 
Jo 

If we regard I aa given, this equation will give us an infinite 
number of values of p, but inasmuch as p, in the case of all 
audible sounds, is restricted between definite limits ^ < p < 62, we 
see that we shall only get a finite number of sounds to satisfy the 
equation, but of course these sounds range from the lower to the 
higher parts of the scale — limited of course by the value ofJ 
chosen. For all these, A being = 1, the intensity of the sound is 
a maximum at the geometrical focus. Of course, as in Art 12, it 
does not follow that the geometrical focus is the point of absolutely 
greatest sound intensity. 
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Ccue of A large. Source Distant. Sound Receiving 

Reflector. 

19. In order to get the large roots of equation (19) in A we 
mast first find what (15) becomes for moderate values of u and 
large values of A, Fortunately we are able to do this with com- 
parative ease, without even referring to the definite integral solu- 
tion of (13). Drop the dashes in (13). Divide (13) by A, put 

Au = z (34), 

and we get 

d^U dU / Z ^ J\jr /v /orx 

Now as we here suppose uJA^ that is zjA^, small, we see that 
the smaller ujA is, the more nearly does the last equation pass into 

•^-f-''-« w- 

This gives us the clue to the required solution of (35), for if we 
call z the non-logarithmic solution of (36) we know that 

^=l-* + (|5^-(-^+&c- = '/'.(2^) (37). 

Bat if we look at the assemblage of first terms in the brackets in 

3aation (15) we shall see the series (37). In my Papers in the 
essenger referred to in Art. 3, 1 shew that equation (15) can be 
arranged in the following form : 

U,^[l+u*{id + idO + u^Vsc? + lie? + tljsd') + &c.] Z, . .(38), 

where d stands for d/dz. (38) is obtained thus : First collect into 
one sum all the 1st terms in the brackets in (15) and we get Z, 
then all the 2nd terms into one sum and we get u*(^d + Xd^)Z, 
and so on with the 3rd terms, till the series (15) is exhausted. By 
Art 408 of Todhunter's Laplace's Functions (TLF) we know that 
for large values of A, and therefore of z, Z can be expressed in a 
semi-convergent series of descending powers of z. The leading 
term in this expansion is 

cos {2^* - lir} . /-g*7r*, 

and from the form of this we see by performing a few differentia- 
tions that the larger z or A be, the more nearly does (38) coincide 
with the value of its 1st term Z. We see then that it A be taken 
large enough, we can write down 



ir^^o^MApblM (39), 
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and the condition of reflection (10) gives us 

2(ilt)*-iw = n^ (40), 

where n is a large positive or negative integer. 

We see thus that the large values of A are nearly proportional 
to the squares of large natural numbers. We must also remember 
(Art. 6) that Al in (40) stands for A'l\ and that this again is equal 
to the original Al. We see thus that the large values of the 
original A are nearly independent of p, that is, of the note ex- 
perimented on. We say 'nearly' for a reason which will presently 
appear. 

We note also that for a given value of n, A will be the larger, 
the smaller be I. 

We note also that the series (38) virtually ascends by powers 

of u^/{Au)^ that is, by powers of u^/A^. 

In order then that (39) should be an accurate approximation it 

is necessary that if/A^ should be a smdil fraction. Of course fix>m 

(40) the same must be true of fi/AK 

Remembering (Art. 6) what u and A here mean will account 
for the use of the word 'nearly' above. 

The result (39) can also be obtained in a totally different 
manner. See end of Art. 22; 

Before leaving that part of the subject connected more especially 
with the values of U and dUjdu we may notice that by Art. 5 the 
velocity of an air particle normal to a paraboloid u = a constant is 
[now using u and v in their original sense (Art. 6)] 



du 



{^^ ^(*™^^*^^)> 



when w = this velocity vanishes, shewing that there is no discon- 
tinuity at the axis. Again, by Art. 5 the velocity normal to a 
paraboloid i; » a constant is 

dV f V \i 
= 2Cr^fj^j X (time factor) (40a). 

Supposing that we keep on this particular paraboloid and approach 
the axis, it is interesting to see whether this last velocity increases 
or diminishea Supposmg u so small that in (15) the smallness of 
the u overpowers the largeness of the il, then it is plain from the 2nd 
term of (15) that as we approach the axis {u=^0) Ui increases. 

Further, as u diminishes (u + v)"* increases, therefore on the whole 
as we approach the axis the velocity (40 a) always increases, that 
is, there is always a concentration of sound in ike neighbourhood 
of the axis. 
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20. Remembering (Art. 7) that V^ is derived fi-om (15) by 
chaDgiog u into v and A into — il, we will next see what Fi 
b»»mes for moderate values of v and large value of A. Here we 
follow closely the method of reasoning used in the preceding 
article. We have 

+ t|]^ (il* - 14^« + 9) + &c (41). 

For brevity drop the dashes in (12). Divide (12) by A, put 
Av^t and we get 

d^V dV 

z 



dx^ 



^sHx.-T-» <«>• 



Now the smaller we suppose v/A to be, the more nearly does 
the last equation pass into 

'^^'i--" <-^ 

[If we here put ^ = a new variable x»(^3) reduces to an equa- 
tion so elaborately discussed by Sir G. Stokes in Art. 20 of his 
Paper " On the Discontinuity of Arbitrary Constants that appear 
in Divergent Developments."] 

If we call Z the non-logarithmic solution of (43) 

Z^l+t + ^ + ^ + &c. = J,[2(-z^} (43a), 

and this represents the assemblage of the 1st terms in the brackets 
in equation (41) and Vi takes the form 

For moderate values of t; and large values of A this reduces to 
its first term Z, We can easily shew that 



Z 



«1J €-»'*«>»* xd<^ (45). 



To evaluate this integral for large values of z break it up into 
two parts, firom up to 7r/2 and from 7r/2 up to tt. It is readily 
shewn that the 1st integral = 1/2^^ and that the second integral 



Jo 
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The most important part of this integral is near ^ s 0. Evalua- 
ting in the usual way, we shall finally get when z is large 

We may compare (46) with (39). (46) is true only if t^/A^ is a 
small fraction. For some further observations on (46) see Art 32. 

21. The following is another way of getting the result (46). 
We see from (41) that Vi can be expressed thus, 

Fx= ^0 + f^Z^ + ff'Z^ + &c. + t^Zn + &a, 

where n is even, and ZqZ^, &c. are functions of z. Putting this in 
(12), having for brevity dropped the dashes, and being careful 
always to substitute z/v for A, wherever A occurs, it will oe found 
that we shall get 

zZ," + Z,'^Z, = (47), 

2;«Z;' + Z;(3 + 2-?) + (4-0)Z, = O, 

and generally 

n''Zn" + Zn' (n + 1 + n£r) + (n» - z)Zn + Z,^ = (48). 



Now we know frx)m (41) that Zq, Z^j &c. are all series ascending 
by positive integral powers of z, but (48) gives us the law of their 
connexion and formation. Comparing (4?) with (43) we see that 
Z^^Zi as defined in (43 a). The rest of the argument is the 
same as in Art. 20. 

22. But yet another way must be mentioned of obtaining the 
result (46), as it throws important light on the whole subject. 
In (12) dropping the dashes, put 

F=(7€«' (49), 

where (7 is a constant whose value will presently be found, and w 
is a new function of t;. 
We shall have 

Assume, to satisfy this equation 

w = il*t;-i + t;o + -Jj + 5 + ^ + &a, 

and, remembering that A is supposed large, determine the func- 
tions v.i, Vq, t^i, &c. by the condition that the successive powers 
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of A shall vanish in the result. It will be found that we shall 
get 

t£; = ±2(^t.)*-ilogt;T^^ + i^±&c. ...(51), 

the upper signs going together and the lower together. Each will 
be found to give solutions of (12). This may be shewn thus. 
Confining ourselves only for the moment to the two first or 

leading terms in (51), if we put for Fin (12) e^^^^ lv\ where c is 
a constant, and retain only the most important terms, we shall 
find that the leading term in the result is multiplied by (c* — 4), 
and is therefore caused to vanish by c= ± 2. By comparing (51) 
with (46) we see that the upper sign in the leading term of (51) 
gives the leading term in F^. It follows therefore that the lower 
signs in (51) must give us F,. The value of C7 in (49) for the 1st 
solution of (12) is evidently ^w'^A^ as we see from (46). The 
result (51) suggests another method of getting (perhaps in the 
most convenient form for calculation) solutions of (12) adapted to 
the case of t; moderate and A large, we might assume in (12) 

F=(7e=f<^'^*-l><«'x|l+^^ + J + J' + &c.| (52), 

and we could then determine w^yW^, &c. as functions oft;. 

The result (39) can also be obtained by the method employed 
in this Article. 

23. We will now proceed to find what F^ in (12) becomes, 
when V is large and A moderate, and it will be found that the 
method is applicable to the case of both large, but A^lv small. 

In (12) put 

Fi^e^^Wi + e-^'Wa (53), 

where Wi is the same function of v and t as t(;a is of t; and — t. In 
the result equate to the coefficients of ^^ and €~^^ Then 

«^' + ^'(2w + l) + (-il+t>, = (64). 



Aif 



w, satisfies a similar eqtiation with the sign of t changed. 
Solving (54) in descending powers of v we shall get 
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We thus get two independent real solutions of (12). Con- 
fining ourselves then to the leading term we may write approxi- 
mately 

S O 

Vi — -rCOB(v—^A log v) + -J sin (t; — Jil logv) (56), 

where B and C are constants which must be determined by com- 
paring (56) with the definite integral solution of (12) adapted to 
the case of t; large. Before doing so, however, we may notice that 
the series (55) is adapted also to the case of A large as well as v 
large, provided that A*/v be small. This remark is important 
because, whilst using large values of v we may at the same time 
use large values of A if the above condition is satisfied. 

24. We now proceed to find the value of B and C in (56). 
From (18) we have 

Fi = - (c**-^ + e~**-*) I co&lvcoBx — A log cot ^j (to (57). 

We must find what this becomes for large values of v and 
moderate values of A and compare the result with (56). 

If my memory serves me right, I am indebted to Sir G. Stokes 
for the following idea. At any rate he employs the very same 
method in Note * on Art. 9 of his "Numerical Calculation of a 
Class of Definite Integrals and Infinite Series." 

Trace the curve in x and y, whose equation is 

y = t; cos X" A log cot ^ , 

A 
whence dyfdx = — t; sin a? H — ^ 



sm^ 



firom a; => to a; == ir/2. It will have some such form as is found in 
fig. 3. dy/dx will be everywhere numerically very large except in 
the immeoiate nei&^hbournood of Q, where there is a maximum 
ordinate. If a be the value of d? at Q 

sin»a = il/t; , (58). 

» . 

On account of the rapid fluctuation in other parts, the most 
important part of the integral for v large will be for a small range 
of values of x to the left and right of Q. Accordingly to get the 
value of Vi for v large, put in (57) a? = a + ^, and integrate with 
regard to <f> from — ^ to + ^ where ^ is a small finite angle. 

If / be the integral in (57) we shall get, retaining powers of ^ 
not beyond the 2nd, 

/ = I cos V cos a — -4 log cot a — » cos a . ^" d<f>. 
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As far as this goes the terms in the bracket are accurate. To 



y' 




OP=»/2 



Fig. 8. 



get farther in the direction of (56) we must approximate, when we 
shall get 

/ = / cos [t; — 1-4 log V + Ci — v<f>^] d^. 



where 



C^AlogiiAie-^) 



.(59). 



The final result will be that in (56) 

B = 2-*7r-* (^^ + e-»»^) (cos C, + sin d) 



C = 2-*^-* (€»-^ + e-^^) (cos 



Ci + sin (7|)| 
a, -sin col 



.(60), 



where Ci is given by (59). Here of course the exponential factor, 
if A be large (as it may be, provided that A*/v be small) indicates 
the magnification of the sound at the point considered. As in 
Art 12 so (56) indicates stationary vibration and we have two 
equal and opposite waves, which are continually reflected at OL 
fig. 2. The amplitude is (B* + 0)*/t;* or if -4 be large, 

amplitude = €*»^/2*7rM (61). 

25. We will now compare together the two solutions (46) and 

(61). 

Remembering (Art. 5) that the original A and so the present 
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A is supposed to remain the same large quantity throaghont this 
investigation, in fig. 4, LR being the reflector and Ox its axis. 



Fig. 4. 

Let Pi be a point for which vjA is small. 

Pa be a point for which vjA is large. 

Ai and A^ points for which vjA == /t moderate, but t; and A 
both large. 

il be a point for which t; = -4. 

The value of Vi at Pj is given by (46) which increases as v 
increases. 

The value of Fi at Pa is given by (61) which decreases as v 
increases. 

Suppose the ordinates of the curve EFO to represent roughly 
the values of Vi at the various points of the axis at which they 
are taken, then the curve will take some such form as that shown in 
the figure, and we might surmise that there might be a maximum 
ordinate somewhere about A that is somewhere about midway 
between Pi and P„ and we shall find presently (Art. 29) that this 
surmise is verified. But here a caution is necessary. In the 
present investigation one of the most interesting things is to 
endeavour to mid the point on the axis where the sound has 
greatest intensity, but we must remember that this intensity is 
not measured by Fi at any point, but (Art. 5) by 2dVildv, 
which multiplied by a time factor gives us the velocity of the air 
particle at the point considered. If then we suppose the ordinates 
of the curve to represent, not Fi but dVJdv, it will be found that 
the curve will have the same general form as before, and in the 
following articles we will shew that dV^dv has its maximum 
value at a point a little to the left of A, 

26. We will first examine the value of Fi at a point A^ (fig. 4) 
to the left of A, In (12) drop the dashes and put 

v=-AtJL (62), 
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where /& is a new variable and v and A are both supposed to be 
large and /a of moderate value, (12) becomes 

In this equation put 

V^C^ (64), 

where ^ is a function of fi, and C a constant to be determined. 
(63) becomes 

Assume, to satisfy this equation 

^ = il^., + ^0 + 2 + 5 + *^ ^^^)' 

where ^_i, z^, &c. are functions of fu Putting this in (65) and 
equating to the various powers of A we shall have 



/*(/.0'-(i-/^)=o 

(fid^+d)z^i + 2/a/_i/o = 
(fid' -\-d) Zo + fiKz'.y + 2z'^^z\} ^0 
{lid^ + d) 2?! + ifi {z-^zi + /yi} = 
(/4d» + d) -^9 + /* {{s!^ + 2 (/«a/, + /o^,)} = 0, &c. j 



y (67), 



where d = d/d/i aud dashes denote differentiation with regard 
to /*, When A is large, (66) practically reduces to its first term, 
so that in (12) for v and A both large and v = Ayi, (/a moderate) 
we may approximately put V^Ce^-^, But from the 1st of 
equations (67) /.j vanishes when /a = 1, so that V seems to be 
a maximum when /&= 1, but we shall presently see that this is not 
strictly true. 

Solving the equations (67) [and putting " exp. z " for e' when z 
is complicated] we shall get 



y= ^i j'^^^k ^ ^^p- [± H">* + /^*(i - /^)*i ^ + 



48^ 



Ai*(l--/i)t ^J["*"64 



>4 /i(l-/A)» A^" ] ^ ^ 



We get two solutions, the upper signs going together and the 
lower together. It will presently be shewn that the upper signs 
ia (68) correspond to the 1st or non-logarithmic solution of (12). 



122 Mr Sharpe, On the Reflection of Sound at a Paraboloid. 

It will at once be seen that, whilst fi must lie between 1 and 0, it 
most not lie excessively near either of them or the solution (68) 
would fail. The case ofv/A being very small was treated in Art 20. 
The case of v/A being very near or equal to 1 will be treated in 
Art. 30. 

Since f5rom the 1st of equations (67), (/-i)" = fi~^ — 1, which 
makes the resulting value of /^.i negative, we see that for points 
for which /t increases from, near to near 1, the curve for V 
(Art. 25) is concave to the axis, and z^i continually increases. 
Again, looking at the outside factor in (68) we notice that /t = ^ 
makes fi{l — fjL) a maximum, and that as fi increases from \ to 
near 1, /A(l-/i) continually decreases For a double reason 
therefore, as fi approaches 1, the leading term of V continually 
increases. But it is important to notice that we cannot conclude 
that V or V is actually a maximum when fi^l, because in that 
case (68) fails. We shall see what really happens further on 
(Arts. 29, 80). 

Next, to distinguish between the two solutions (68) and 
to find the value of G we will compare it with the result (46). 
To do so, we must suppose in (68) m to be much nearer zero than 
one. Keeping to the upper signs and considering only the leading 
term we get 

fit V* 

Comparing with (46) we see that if (68) is to represent Fi, the 
non-logarithmic solution of (12), we must have in (68) 

C= l/27r*^* (69). 

27. We will next examine the value of Vi at a point A^ (fig. 4) 
to the right of A. Proceeding exactly as in Art. 26, we put in (12) 
t; =s AfjLy but fi is now greater than 1, and it will be found that the 
solution, instead of taking an exponential, will now take a trwono- 
metrical form, in. which (for the 1st time since leaving (ug, 4) 
and moving along the axis) we are able to distinguish between the 
incoming and the outgoing wave. In (64) z instead of being real, 
is now complex, and we shall find that Zq, z^y z^, &c. are pure 
imaginaries. The final result may be written in the following 
form 



+ C, sin (Az_, + 5 + X» ■•" *'')1 



(70). 



.(71). 
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I. »/ i\* 1 /^ + 1+(m-1)* \ 

where ^-i = /^*(M"l)*-log ^^^^^^^_^^^ ^,\ 

_j^ V+1 

^•~64^/*(/x-l)»' 

1 V -12^ + 3 „ 
^^"""48'' /**(/i-l)« ' 

The two solutions are of course indicated by the two arbitrary 
constants B^ and C^, First we notice that, keeping A constant, if 
we increase /a, that is, if (fig. 4) we move from A outwards or to 
the right hand, V is diminished, again showing us that the rrujuci- 
mum value of V must be somewhere in the neighbourhood of A. 
The point J. is a kind of critical point. On the left of it the 
solution takes an exponential, on the right a trigonometrical form. 

By comparing (70) with (56) we may determine B^ and Cj in 
(70) 80 as to make V in (70) coincide with Vi the non-loc;arithmic 
solution of (12). This is shewn thus. By a method exactly 
similar to that employed in my Paper in the Messenger referred to 
in Art. 3 (viz. New' Series, No, 149, Sept. 1883) it can be shewn 
that (70) is not only true for /i moderate and A and t; large, but 
also for two other cases (1) for fi large and A moderate, (2) for /u 
large and A large. We will apply it to this second case — that is, 
to a point like P, (fig. 4). Supposing then fi lar^e in (70) and 
(^nfining ourselves only to the leading terms, outside and inside 
the square brackets, we shall get 

F, = l [ft cos^ {/i-log(2/A*)} + 0,8in A {/;* - log (2/i*)}1 

= -J X LBjCos {v- iil logv +.4 log (4-4*)} + Cjsin {ditto} , 

which practically agrees with (56). Comparing this with (60) we 
get 

B, = (27ril)-4 X (€W + e-**^) (cos C, 4- sin C,)) 

(7, = (27r^)-*x(€*'^ + €"*'^)(cos_ai-8in(7i)j ^ ^' 

where Ci is given by (59). 

28. We will next find the values of Vi and dV^jdv at A 
(%• 4)i i'C' ioT v^A, both t; and A being supposed large. This is 
best got from the definite integral solution (57). 

Put Fj for I cos [v cos a: — -4 log cots] At .^ (73) 

We make an investigation exactly like that of Art. 24. In the 
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Put X = 7r/2 ~ <f> where ^ is small 

Then cos a? — log cot ^ = — ^ — ^ + &c., 



30 



and Tfi = J^cos ^d^ = (jV x Tcos^d^ (74). 



And dWildv^ — j cosa^sinf vcosa? — illogcotsj cia? 

(75). 

We have next to find 

I COS '^(2'^ and 1 sm a^dx, 
Jo Jo 

By Art. 260, Todhunter's Integral Calculus (1857), it can be 
shewn that 



-a»-2 



We may put A = — whence A* = t, and 

/;.-<.^...,.«|lrC-±')x(l±^f--*, 

whence 

(cos y**"*"* — i sin y ^"'"^ j dy 

n+l«/ri+l\/ TT,.. 7r\ " ," ,,_^. 

First put n == 0. It will be found that the function of ir on the 
right hand will take three possible values, which are 

(1) coSg-tsiUg, (2) cos Y -tsin-g-* (3) -coSg -tsuig. 

As I sin y*rfy is finite and positive, (2) must be rejected, and we 

Jo 
have to discriminate between (1) and (3). 



/, 
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We at once get 

p8my*dy = i r (^ . sin |= "07132, &c., 

by De Morgan's Differential Calculus, p. 590. 
By means of a figure of the integral 

I Jv~' cos vdv (which is equal to I cos a^ da) 
Jo Jo 

it can be shewD that 

I cosa!*da:=/ cosa^dx 
Jo Jo 

— something which is less than / sin a^dx, 

Jo 

from which we are able to prove that I cos a?dxi& positive. 

Jo 

We must therefore reject the possible value (3) above, and we 
get 

J^cos3^rfy = ir(|).cosJ. 

Next in (76) putting n = 1, we shall find that the function of 
IT on the right of (76) will take three possible values, which are 

^tF IT inn inp 

(1) C08-— tsin^-, (2) cosTT- isiuTT, (3) cos-^+isin^. 

It is easily shewn that the first is the value to be chosen, and 
we get 



J^8iny»dy=|r(|).smJ. 



Finally. W^. = (j/ 4 r (i) . 



IT 
COS^ 

TT 
COSg 



29. We will next get the values of v which make Fj and 
iVijdv maxima. We will begin with dV/dv as the most important 
for our purpose, and first consider equation (12) which is (dropping 
the dashes) 

d'V dV , .vTT .^ 

'd^'^Tv^^'-'^^^-''' 

VOL. X. PT. III. ., 10 



•^' 
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It is obvious at once from this that v^A makes vdV/dv a maxi- 
mum or minimum, and since V, or rather the leading term of it is, 
on the left of A, always positive, we can readily shew that v^A 
fidves a maximum. Suppose whilst the abscissas of the curve in 
fig. 6 represent v's, the ordinates represent the values of vdVJdv. 



Fig. 6. 





Fig. 6. 



When V = OA = A there is a maximum ordinate. Now make a 
new curve, fig. 6, in which the ordinates represent dVldv, On the 
first curve taJke two points Pj , P, near F, on either side of it, such 
as to be equally distant from Ov. het pi.p^ be the corresponding 
points with the same abscissas on the second curve. It is obvious 
that ps is nearer to Ov than pi is, and so in fi^. 6 the maximum 
ordinate has been shifted to the left of A, Agam, when V" = 0, it 
is easily seen that t;F'"= F{(t;-il)"-l}. If then F'" is to be 
negative (which it must be to make V a maximum) we must have 
(v — ^)' < 1, and since v and A are both supposed large, the point 
required is very near A (fig. 4). It is for this reason that it is 
difficult or pernaps impossible to get the required point from the 
solution (68) because that solution fails for values of /a veiy near 
unity. We proceed therefore to another investigation which does 
not seem open to any serious objection. 
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30. F having the value given in (41), put 

v=f{A +V-A) ^f(A ) +/' (^) • (» - ^) +-Q^^ (« - ^y 



2! 



+-^^\t;-^)« + &c. (78). 



Here of course f^{A) means what d^Vjdif^ becomes when in it v 
is put SB A, This series is of course always convergent, but when 
A is large, and v not differing much from il, it is rapidly con- 
veigent, for by continually differentiating (12) with regard to v we 
can express f"{A),f"{A) &c. as linear multiples of /(^) and 
f'{A\ and these series proceed in ascending powers of 4""\ More- 
over /(^l) and/'(i4) have been found in Art. 28. It is thus easy 
to get from (78) as approximately as may be desired the values of 
{v — A) which make V' and V" vanish. 
We get 

V ^f {A) V {A)\v^A) +-^^-^ (t^ - il)» + &c. 

Y" ^f" (^) +/' (il) . (t; - il) + &a 
r''=/'''(il)+&c. 

On the whole it will be found that these series descend by powers 
of il~* sometimes more rapidly. The value of (v— -4) which 
makes F" vanish is given approximately, using (77), by 

..^..r../_..(3)'r©.r© (,»). 

and then Y'" -f" {A) which from (12) is negative, so that we 
have found a maximum value of F', This shews that the position 
of the point on the axis of greatest sound intensity is a little to 
the left of A^ fig. 4. This verifies Art. 29. Similarly we can get 
approximately the point where F is a maximum. F' vanishes 
when 

v-A^-'^T.^A from(12)ort; = 2i4, 

and then F" =/" {A) which is negative, shewing that a maximum 
has been obtained. The point obtained is of course on the right 
of il, fior. 4. It should however be carefully noticed that what has 
been obtained here is an Algebraical maximum for F, and 
^ remembering (Art 27) that on the right of A (fig. 4) F may be 
I native it is quite possible that this algebraical maximum may 
he a numerical minimum. But we are not much interested in 
nuixima or minima values of F. Of course the whole of this 

10—2 
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article is correct only when il is so large that A"^ may be re- 
garded as a small quantity. 

31. We have proved (Art. 30) that the point on the axis of 
greatest sound intensity or focus of reflection is a little on the left 
of the point A (fig. 4) given hy v = A. As il is supposed large, 
we will consider it practically to coincide with it. 

But (Art. 6) we must express this in terms of the original 
notation and see what it means, which is that pv — A/p = 0,-4 being 
a root of equation (40) which also we may consider as expressed in 
the original notation, so that the focus of reflection is really 
given by 

t; = ^ = 20^,seefig. 4and Art. 5 (80). 

This shews that if A be given, and we experiment upon a number 
of different notes, the focus of reflection mill be nearer the geo- 
metrical focus of the reflector for high notes than for low ones. 
This perhaps accounts for the great audibility of high notes in 
experiments of the kind described in Art. 1, for we see that even 
if A be large (which it apparently must be, to make or to account 
for foci of reflection) yet the largeness of p* may draw the point A 
near to 0. For instaiice jp* may be as large as 3600 for very high 
notes (one foot and one second being taken as units). 

32. We will next make some observations on the magnifi- 
cation of the sound produced by a sound-receiving parabolic 
reflector. By Art. 5, using v in the sense of the latter part of 
Art. 6, it can be shewn that the velocity of any air-particle in the 
axis is equal to ^pdVijdv multiplied by a time factor. In what 
follows we will for brevity omit the time factor. Then by (41) the 
air velocity at any point in LO (figs. 2 or 4) is 2pil, and when we 
speak of sound magnification at any point we mean that we 
compare the air velocity at that point with this 2pA. 

First then at Pj (fig. 4) by (46) we shall find that 

The sound magnification = ^-. . ^ nearly (SI). 

This is an interesting and remarkable result, for by Art. 6 we 
see that it is independent of p or the same for all notes experi- 
mented on. It ought however in fairness to be pointed out that 
(46) and so (79) were only obtained on the supposition that v/A 
is small, which means (Art. 6) that p^/A is small, so that the 
above statement about independence is generally more true fof 
low notes than for high ones, unless A be excessively large. 
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Next at Pa (fig. 4) by (56) and (61) the magnification 

= €*'^/(27n;)M. 

As (Art. 6) A here stands for A/p and v for pv, we see that 
generally at such a point as P, (fig. 4) the magnification is greater 
for low notes than for high ones. 

Case of A large. Source near. 
Sound-sending Reflector. 

33. In the following Articles LO (figs. 2 and 4) is supposed 
to be a source of sound, or more strictly a line of sources, and the 
l^oblem now before us is to find the single wave of sound, which 
we feel sure must at a great distance be the result of such a 
supposition. We shall find that such a single wave is the result 
of combining both solutions of equation (12). 

We shall in fact find (Art. 37) that P, the velocity potential, 
takes the form (GiUiVi -\- C^UiV^) x time factor where Cj and G, 
are certain special constants whose values are determined in Art. 
86. At present however we shall for simplicity suppose P to be 
of the form Ui V^ x time factor, V^ being the second or logarithmic 
solution of (12), and we shall see afterwards in Art. 37 what the 
results of Art. 35 have to be multiplied by, to adapt them to our 
present pu.-pose. 

34. And first to find the strength of the source, and the law 
of this strength at various points of LO, Using at present u, v 
and A in their original sense (Art. 6) it will be found (Art. 5) 
that the rate of flow of air normal to v = constant across a small 
piece of the paraboloid made by the revolution round Ow of Pp 
(see fig. 2) is equal to 2'jrdu x vdF/dv where P is the velocity 
potential. But P= fZ^Fa x (time factor). We will for brevity 
omit the time factor. 

Therefore the rate of flow = 2irUidu x vdV^/dv. 
Bat if we take this rate of flow normal to LO (that is t; = 0) we 
have by Art. 5 vdV2ldv= 1 if we use the 2nd or logarithmic solu- 
tion of (12). [Of course when v = that is at all points of LO 
tdVJdv^O.] 

Therefore the rate of flow normal to LO = 2'n-Uidu. 

Ui will be the law of the strength, and the whole strength will 



= 27r| U^du. 
Jo 



35. We will now examine the value of f7, for various values 
of V, and in connexion with this it is a matter of much interest 
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to discover if possible for what value of Uy Ui has its greatest 
value, that is the point in LO where the supply from the source is 
strongest, u varies from to Z. Of course I will vary according 
to the reflector used. If portability be chiefly regarded, perhaps 
we might consider the values of I chosen for my reflectors as not 
unreasonable, say Z = } for the large reflector and l = i for the 
small (or ear) one, taking one foot as the unit of length. Any 
way we may perhaps practically regard Z as < 1. 

If J. be chosen so large that u/A is small, we have Groxxx (39) 
approximately 



^ _ cos(2(^tt)*-:^'7r} 



(m 



If we take no notice of the variation of the numerator, (82) 
shews us that generally Ui increases numerically as u diminishes, 
that is that the strengA of the source increases as we approojch the 
geometrical focus of the reflector, in fact when u = 0, (82) becomes 
infinite, but we must carefrilly notice that (82) is not and does not 




Pig. 7. 

profess to be a true approximation to Ui when u is very small or 
zero. When w = (16) gives us Ui = l. It seems certain there- 
fore that, while A remains constant and u varies from up to {, 
Ui must somewhere have its greatest possible value, and that this 
corresponds to some small value of u. We will endeavour to find 
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this valua The question is not easy, so the following is put 
forward with some hesitation. First trace the curve whose equa- 
tion is (82) regarding Ui as the ordinate and u the abscissa. The 
general form is represented in fig. 7, being the origin and the 
us being measured to the left of 0. 

01=1, and since from (15) dUijdu^ — A when w = 0, that 
accounts for the curve being drawn downwards from /. 

If the curve in the figure correctly represents U^ especially 
for small values of u, then the greatest numerical ordinate will 
obviously be at 0. Next we put (as in Art. 19) z for Au and we 
consider z as small as possible, and yet so large that we may safely 
ne|4ect its inverse powers {so as to make (82) a true approximation 
to i7}. We have then approximately 

dU^_ 8in(2z*-i7r) ^U^_ c^oHJ^^ ^\ir) 
dz" ^\,\ ' d^- ^i,* • 

TJ^ will be a maximum or minimum if 

2(itt)*-i7r = nTr (83), 

n being an integer. [(83) is of exactly the same form as equation 
(40). Perhaps to distinguish it from (40) it will be well to write 
(40) thus 

2(ilO*-lw = naTr] (84). 

The point Q is obviously determined by putting in (83) n = 1. 
Bat another very important question now remains, which is — 

If we put n s 1, is the value of u so obtained from (83) large 
enough to make (82) a reasonable approximation to the value of 
Pi? To answer this question we put x temporarily for 2 (-4.^)*, and 
we remember that by Todhunter's Laplace*8 Fwnctions, p. 318, 
(82) is only short for the following 



..-Q'oo,*.-,,).!:--^!)' 



P.3».5«.7» /I 
+ 



4.8.12.16 



.(l)'.a(.-i,),{^(l)-iL|-(^)V^. 

If the 1st term of this expansion can be used alone as a good 

1" / 1 \ 
approximation to the value of Ui we must have r{o~) sniall 

compared with 1. This condition is fairly satisfied by the value 
of X (viz. 57r/4) which we get by putting w. = I in (83). The final 
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result is that the point g (fig. 7) in LO of greatest source-strength 
is given by 

(Au)i = ^ (85), 

SO that the larger A is the more nearly is the strength concentralei 
in the geometrical focus of the reflector. 

Next to get the whole strength of the source we have (Art. 34) 

to find the value of I Uidu. This cannot be obtained directly 

from (82) because (82) is not an approximation when i^ = 0. The 
only way apparently is to integrate Ui from the ascending con- 
vergent series (15) first from tt = to u = Ui where i^i is the value 
of u given by (85) and then from u = v^ to u=^l using (82) 
for U,. 

For the first part, we get from (15). [N.B. Before (15) can 
be used here we must first put in it pu for u and A/p for A.] 

and remembering from (85) that Aui is finite, and that A is large 
this becomes in the limit 



/, 






(86). 



57r 
where m= — . Of course to make this result correct we suppose 

o 

A incomparably larger than p. 

To get the second part of the whole strength, we have 
from (82) 



\z~^ cos (2^ — Jtt) du 



= ^ {z^ sin (2^* - ^tt) + ^z^^cos (2z^ - Jtt) + &c. j, 

by extending the series, which descends by powers of z~^, the 
integral can be got with any desired accuracy. The 2 first terms 
are accurate, the error being of the order z"^. Next taking the 
integral from i^ = i^ up to m = Z we get by (83) and (84) 

f' 1 

I Uidu = j-i K^O"* ^^ i^a'^r) — (Av^)"^ cos tt]. 

Whatever value the integer na has, the result cannot be of 

higher order than A'^, so that when A is very large we see that 
(86) gives us approximately the whole strength of the source, but 
for this to be true A is supposed much larger than p. 



Mr Sharpe, On the Reflection of Sound at a Paraboloid, 133 

36. We will now shew that by particular linear combinations 
of the two solutions Vi and Fj of equation (12) we are able to get 
a single outgoing wave at points distant from the reflector, i.e. at 
points for which v is large and A/v small. We will prove this 
from the Definite Integral solutions of (12). From Art. 24 we get 

Fi = - (6**^ -f €-*'-*) I cos (v cos a? - il log cot I j da? ...(87), 

and from (18) we get, putting v for u and — -4 for -4, 

F,= -(€*'^ + e-*'^)x 

IT 

X I cos Iv COS x-'A log cot ^ ) . log {v sin' x) dx. . .(88). 

[It must, however, be carefully noticed that in this article we 
are using A and v in the sense of the second part of Art. 6, that is, 
A is for A/p and v is for pv.] 

Put Ii for the integral in Vi and /j for the integral in Fj. 

From Art. 24 we get the value of /i for points for which A/v is 
small For brevity put 

Vi for (v cos a — il log cot ^ | . 
Then for such points, by Art. 24, 

and ^i^ j cos f vcosa? — A log cot ^ j . (log t; + 2 log sin a?) da?. 

It will be found that when v is large and A/v is small the most 
important part of the integral /j is near a? = a, where sin" a = A/v, 
Accordingly following the method of Art. 24, that is, putting in /„ 
«=a+^ and integrating with regard to <f> from — ^ to f ^^ 
where ^, is a small finite angle, and expanding log sin a? or 
log8iD(a+^) in powers of ^ as far as <f>\ we shall have 

/j= I cos(i;, - vcosa . 6*) x 

X (log t; + 2 log sin a -f 2^ cot a — </>* cosec' a) d<f> ; 
putting t; cos a . ^* = -^ we get in the limit 

/,= ! co8(t;,-i^).logi4 - — ^, 

J - flo (y cos a)* 

— cosec^ 



i' a I cos(t;i — t; cos a . ^') . <f>*dif>. 
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The 1st integral on the right 

/7r\*, . loc:^ 

= l-^] (cos Vj + sm Vi) - — 2 — 

\^/ (ticoso) 

In the 2nd integral put t; cos ti,^^=^ ^, then the second 
integral on the right 

= — cosec" a I cos (v, — -Jr*) . -^ — ^ . 
J -« (v cos a)* 

In this integral put '^ = a; when it 

= — J cosec* a (v cos a)"~* X I cos (vj— a?*) da?, 

from Art. 28, 

(vcosa)-* / 7r\ oti/«x 

Finally, 



/7r\* log 4 

«= o ) (cosvi + sin Vi) 7 -1 

\2/ ^ "^ (vcosa)' 



2(i;cosa)~* 
9 sin 



The last term 



^'x[^(.-|)]r(„ 

o i;"*(cosa)"* r / •n"\n T^/ov 
= -*• ^ x|^co8(^t;,-gjJr(|). 



Therefore the terms in /, are both of the order of v"* 
If we solve these simple equations so as to get v^^oost^ and 
v^sint;! in terms of /i and /„ as a is small ana becomes smaller 
the larger be v (A being supposed fixed), we may, as we are in- 
vestigating the state of things far from the focus of the reflector, 
suppose a = in the limit, and we shall get 

V-* cos ^t?i - Ij = 2j^ X (/, log il - /,), 

V"* cos ( t;, — t) = '^"^ X I\' 
If we multiply each of these equations by 

•n 
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we get 

9 A sin 2 
= 2^(1) <~ ^.log^ + ^O + T-iF.sinl (89). 

TT^ ^ v* 12 

94 COS 7- 



5jr^(7,log^-F.)-'.r-»F,oo8^ (90). 



and we see by Art. 5 that the motion of the single outgoing wave 
is given by such a form as 

Remembering (Art. 24) that for v large and A/v small, Vi is 
approximately given by 

Vi==v-^Alogv+Ci, 

this becomes 

^= I (6*-^ + 6-*'^) sin -^ 

^ co8(i;-^41ogt; + Ci"2paO 

37. We have now the solution of the whole problem, which 
may be expressed thus 

jP= Q cos 2pat + P sin 2pat, 

where 

^-'^■[jl^)-*'-'}'''-™)'"'"]--''''^ 

We see thus that the factors mentioned in Art. 33 are deter- 
mined. 

We have already found the value of F for large values of t; and 
small values of A/v, but we might now go on to find its value for 
any other values of v, say, for instance, small values, in which case 
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we should have to use the ascending convergent series for V^ 
and Fs. 

In Art. 34, beginning with an expression for F of the form 
ITiF, (omitting the time factor), we got the expression (86) for 
strength of source. But now, as from (92) and (93), we begin with 
£7iFa multiplied by 9A/2^2.T(^), we shall get for the strength 
(86) multiplied by this same factor. We must, however, re- 
member that A in (86) has its original meaning, while in (92) and 
(93) A means A/p, so that the final result is : Strength of source 

16 ^2pT(i) "^ [ 2 ^ 3(2 !)« 4 (3 !)»^ J ^ ^' 

where m = Stt/S and A has its original meaning (Art. 6). 

[Once more it may be well to remind the reader that in (91) A 
means A/p and v means pv, and that in (92) and (93) A means 
A/p, and tli, V^, F, are certain functions of u and v given by (15) 
and (16) where u and t; stand for pu and pv,] 

Comparing together (91) and (94) we observe that if A in- 
creases , the strength of source varies as A^, whilst the maffniflcation 
varies nearly as e**^^, that is, in a much higher ratio, unless p be 
comparable with A, which we do not suppose. Again, supposing 
in (91) we keep A constant and suppose p to vary, we see that the 
magnification varies as e^^^P/p^, which increases as p diminishes, 
shewing that for a given large value of A, low notes are more 
magnified by a reflector than high ones. 

Putting in (91) A/p for A and pv for v, we shall readily find 
that the distance between the crests of two successive waves is 
given nearly by 

^iT-^A/^p^v) ^^^^ 

Here if v is increased the distance is diminished, consequently 
it would seem that a^s the wave moves outwards, the note gets slightly 
sharper — only ultimately attaining the pitch defined by the letter 
p. This peculiarity, if it exist, should be more observable with 
low notes than with high onea We may also notice that since by 
(40), for a given value of n, A varies as l~^, other things being the 
same, the more tube-like be the paraboloid the larger will be A^ 
and so from (91) the larger will be the magnification of the sound 
caused by the reflector. This agrees with a remark of LordRayleigh's 
in Art. 280, Vol. II., of his Treatise on Sound, where he treats of 
conical pipes with a source at one end. The same observation 
might have been made at the end of Art. 32 on the Sound- 
receiving Reflector. 
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Notes frn the Binney Collection of Coal-Measure Plants, By 
A. C. Seward, MA. 

Part I. I«epidophloios. 

Text^figures 1—5 ; Pis. III. and IV. 

1. Introductory. 

The object of these notes, which it is proposed to publish in 
parts in the Proceedings of the Cambridge Philosophical Society, is 
to draw attention to some of the more important specimens in 
the Binney Collection, which throw fresh light on species of 
Palaeozoic plants previously described, or illustrate structural 
features hitherto unrecorded. The Binney Collection, including 
the majority of the sections figured by the late E. W. Binney in 
his contributions to the Royal, Palaeontographical, Geological 
and other Societies between 1862 and 1872, was presented to the 
Woodwardian Museum, Cambridge, in 1892 by Mr J. Binney of 
Trinity Hall*. Some of the species represented in the collection 
have been repeatedly investigated during the last few decades, and 
the material in the Woodwardian Museum does not enable us to 
add any facts of importance to those already known. Other species 
are represented by unusually well-preserved specimens, which 
illustrate morphological points not previously noticed or afford 
additional data of phylogenetic importance. In cases where the 
original blocks or nodules have been preserved from which Binney's 
sections were obtained, new slices have been cut by Mr Lomax of 
Bolton and Mr Chapman of London. I may here express my 
indebtedness to Prof. T, M® Kenny Hughes for facilities generously 
afforded me in the examination of the collection and in the 
preparation of new sections for microscopical examination. An 
acknowledgment is due also to the Council of the Royal Society 
for contributing towards the cost of preparing the figures illus- 
trating the specimens dealt with in these notes. It is proposed 
to append to the series of descriptive notes a list of the species 
represented in the Binney Collection. 

1 Camhridge Univertily Reporter, 1891—92, p. 939. 



138 Mr Seward, Notes on the Bifmey Collection 

LbPIDOPHLOIOB FULIGIN08U8 (WiLLIAMBON)*. 

[Froc. Roy. Soe.^ Vol. xui., p. 6, 1887.] 

1871. Lepidodendron Harcourtii^ Binney, PalaeonL jSoc, p. 48. FL 

vii., fig. 6. 

1872. X. ffarcourtii^ Binney, Falaeont. Soe., pp. 77—80. Pis. xm. 

and xnr. 
Halonia reguUmSj ibid.y p. 89. PI. xy., figB. I — 4. 
Lepidodendron, WilliamsoD, Phil. Trans., Vol. 162, p. 205. 

PIb. XXV. and xxvi. 

1880. LepidophloioBfuliginoeiM, CaBh and Lomax, Brit. Aesoe. Report 

(Leeds), p. 810. 

1881. Lepidodendron ffarcourtii, Williamson, Phil. Trans., YoL 172, 

p. 288. Pis. xux. — Lii. 

1891. Lepidodendron WiUiamsoni, Solms-Laabach, Fossil Botany ^ 
p. 226. 
L. Harcou/rtii (pars), ibid., p. 226. 

L. JtUiffinosum, Bertrand, Trav. Mem. Lille, p. 14. 

1893. L. fuliginosum, Williamson, Phil Trans., Yol. 184, p. 18. 
PI. IL, fig. 25. 
Lepidopidoios Jtdiginosus, Kidston, Trans. Roy, Soe, JSdin- 

burgh, Yol. 38, p. 548. 
Lepidodendron Juliyinosufn, Williamson, Mem. Froe. LiL 
Phil. Soc. Manchester, Yol. 7 [4], p. 13. 

1895. L. /fdiginosum, ibid., Yol. 9, p. 49. 

In the third part of the series of ''Observations on the structure 
of fossil plants found in the Carboniferous strata/' published by the 
Palaeontographical Society in 1872 \ Binney describes a number of 
specimens from his own cabinet and from that of Mr J. S. Dawes 
which '* afford some additional information on the genus Lepido- 
dendron*' ; these specimens are included under three species: Lepido- 
dendron Harcourtii Witham, SigiUaria va^sctilaris Binney, and 
Halonia regtdaris Lindley and Hutton. We will for the present 
confine our attention to four specimens described by Binney as 
Lepidodendron Harcourtii and Halonia regularis, but which I 
regard as specifically identical', and conforming to the type of 
structure characteristic of Lepidophioios fuliginoeus (Will.). These 
four specimens, included by Binney under the numbers 18', 31 and 
34, were obtained from Mr Dawes, who found them in the Clay- 

* The brackets enoloaiiig the Author*8 name indicate that Williamson is re- 
sponsible for the specific bat not for the generic designation. Vide Seward (98) p. 111. 

1 Binney (72). [The numbers in brackets after the author's name refer to the 
date of publication of the memoir cited U.g.72= 1872], as giyen in the bibliography.] 
3 Bertrand (91), p. 15, also regards Binney 's specimens as identioal. 
s Binney (7i), p. 48. 
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ironstone of the Coal-Measures near Dudley. The blocks from 
which the sections were prepared never came into Binney's 
possession; indeed, he refers to them as having been lost, and 
the account of the external characters is based on Mr Dawes' 
description. 

For convenience of reference the sections have been re- 
nambered 1 — 4; the following list shows the correspondence 
between Binney's numbers and those adopted in the notes, also 
between Binney's figures and those accompanying the present 
descriptions. 

QKA 1 J "P?^ ^fi ^ - Binney's specimens I PI. vii., ^g, 6 

Slide 1. j ^ . III., tig. ^ - No. 3P & No. 18 \ Binney (72) PI 

( PL IV., figs. 8 & 12 ^ XIII., figs. 1 & 6 

( Text-figures 2 & 3 x>- j ( Binney (72) 

Slide 2. \ PI. in.rfig. 5 = Binney b specimen \ p, ^^l ^^ g, 

( PL IV., figs. 6 & 9 ^^' ^^ ( 3, 4 & 6 

( Text-figure 4 ry- > - I Binney (72) 

Stide 3. \ PL iiiX. 1 & 2 = ^^^Y/ «P^^^^^ \ PL xv.) fi^ 1 
( PL IV., figs. 7 & 10 ^^"^^ ( &4 

Slide 1 ( Texl^figure 5 Binnev's snecimen ( ^^''''^y ^'^^^ 

&r- pl' '''•'!'' n = Nal4 ^ JV"' '^' ' 

a«ei.) ( PL IV., fig. 11 ( & 3 

Before describing in detail Binney's specimens, it is desirable 
to briefly consider the history and morphological characteristics of 
the two species Lepidod&iidron HarcourUi and Hcdonia regvlaris, 
80 &r as they concern the questions raised in the following pages. 

The name Lepidodendron Harcourtii was proposed by Witham 
in 1832' for a small Lepidodendroid stem obtained from Hesley 
Heath near Rothbury in Northumberland, and presented by the 
Rev. C. G. V. Vernon Harcourt to Mr (afterwards Professor) 
Phillips of York, who handed it to Witham for description. In 
1833 Lindley and Hutton' published figures of the type-specimen, 
and in 1837 and 1839 more accurate drawings appeared in two 
papers by Adolphe Brongniart*. There has been no little confusion 
in the writings of later authors as to the precise specific character- 
istics of Witham's species ; Binney and other palaeobotanists 
having included under the name Lepidodendron Harcourtii plants 
which differ in certain particulars from the type-specimen de- 
scribed by Witham. Williamson, in his earlier memoirs " On the 
Organization of the Fossil Plants of the Coal-Measures," described 

^ These two apeoimenB were prepared from different stems, and not from the 
nme stem, as Binney's nnmhering implies. 

* Witham (32), (d3). 

' Lindley and Button (83), Pis. zovin. and xoiz. 

* Brongniart (37), Pis. zx. and xxi.; (39), Pis. zxx. and xxxi. 
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some Lepidodendroid stems as examples of Lepidodendron Hot- 
courtii^, but in 1887' he contributed a note to the Royal Society 
in which a new specific name — L. fuiiginosum — ^was proposed for 
certain specimens previously referred to Withara's species. This 
proposal was the result of an examination of sections prepared 
from the type-specimen of L, Harcourtii in the York Museum, 
which led Williamson to recognise some points of difference 
between this species and the closely allied stems which he had 
confused with the true L, Harcourtii. In describing the distin- 
guishing features of the two plants, Williamson IsLya stress on ''the 
greater uniformity in the composition of the entire cortex, the 
inner part of which is preserved," and "on the absence of the 
duplex structure of the foliar bundles ** as distinctive features of 
the former species (i. fuiiginosum). He goes on to say, " The 
small size of the cells of the inner cortex, and the dense aspect 
both of it and of the foliar bundles, give to the transverse sections 
of this form so sooty an aspect contrasted with the luminous 
semitransparency of the true Lepidodendron Harcourtii, that I 
propose to recognise the former (i.e. the specimens originally 
described incorrectly as L. Harcourtii) as Lepidodendron fvXigino- 
sum" In describing these two species of Lepidodendron, Solms- 
Laubach' refers to the presence of a group of "bast-fibres** in 
the leaf-traces of L, Harcourtii (these so-called fibres give the 
duplex form to the bundle as described by Williamson), and to 
the larger and sharper projections of the corrugated face of the 
primary xylem of the stem (Corona of Bertrand) as distinguish- 
ing features of L. Harcourtii. Another recognised characteristic 
of Witham's species is the absence or late development of second- 
ary xylem as compared with the comparatively early formation of 
secondary tissues m L. fuiiginosum. 

A leaf-trace, as seen in a transverse section of the stem, ap- 
pears to consist of two small groups of dark brown elements, 
frequently enclosed by a small oval area from which the more 
delicate cells have disappeared before mineralisation of the tissues. 
It has been customary to describe one of the groups as the xylem 
of the leaf-trace, and the other as representing a strand of bast- 
fibres. In 1891 Prof. Bertrand of Lille published a memoir on 
Lepidodendron Harcourtii^, in which he describes the leaf-traces 
as consisting of xylem tracheids accompanied by a strand of latid- 
ferous tubes. The examination of the Binney sections and of 
several other sections in the Williamson collection and elsewhere 
has convinced me that the term bast-fibres cannot be correctly 

^ Williamson (81), Pis. xux. — lii. 
> Williamson (87). 
3 Solms-Lanbach (91), p. 226. 
* Bertrand (91), p. 119. 
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applied to the dark brown elements accompanying the tracheal 
strand of the leaf-trace, and I have no hesitation in expressing the 
view that Bertrand's suggestion of the secretory nature of these 
elements is nearer the truth. This is, however, a matter of 
secondary importance as regards the supposed distinction between 
Lfuliginosum and L. Harcorurtii afforded by the duplex nature of 
the leaf-traces; one of the conclusions, based on a comparative 
examination of specimens of both species, is that no such difference 
exists, but on the contrary the structure of the leaf-traces in the 
two species is practically identical. 

As Williamson pointed out, the true Lepidodendron Harcourtii 
differs from L. fuliginosum in the absence of the middle cortical 
tissue ; that is to say, the former species possessed a cortex largely 
composed of very delicate cells which were always wholly or 
partially destroyed before the mineralising solution had time to 
effect their preservation ; in i. fuliginosumy on the other hand, 
the corresponding region of the stem was occupied by a mass of dark 
coloured parenchyma which, in view of its frequent preservation, 
was probably of a more resistant nature than in Z. Harcourtii, 
To found specific distinctions on accidents of preservation is 
oatorally dangerous, but this difference in the cortical tissues is 
sufficiently constant to entitle it to careful consideration, and 
although we have evidence pointing to the existence of a similar 
cortex in both species, it would seem probable that in L.fuliginosum 
the bulk of the cortical region consisted of firmer and more durable 
tissue. In the Binney sections referred to L. HarcouHii the cortex 
is well preserved ; in this respect, therefore, as in others, they agree 
with L. fuliffinosum. 

Another point of importance is the absence or late develop- 
ment of secondary vascular tissue in the true L, Harcourtii ; in 
Binne/s sections there are distinct traces of the development in 
its early stages of a secondary stelar tissue which agrees with the 
corresponding tissue in L.fuliginosum. In a recent account of a 
laive Lepidodendroid stem from the Calciferous Sandstone of 
Dalmeny in South Scotland by Mr A. W. Hill and myself*, the 
opinion is expressed that this large stem, with a considerable 
development of secondary wood, may perhaps be regarded as an 
example of Lepidodendron Harcourtii. Be this as it may, it is 
undoubtedly true that smaller examples of this species are 
characterised by the absence of any secondary xylem. 

Williamson and others have referred to the greater prominence 
of the projecting ridges on the external face of the primary xylem 
(corona) as one of the distinguishing features of i. Harcourtii ; but 
it is doubtful how fetr this character can be accepted as of diagnostic 

1 Seward and Hill (99); Seward (98), p. 82, fig. 16. 
VOL. X, PT. III. 11 
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value in the recognition of the two allied species. These two types 
have been referred to as species of the genus Lepidodendrofiy the 
name used by Witham and Williamson in their descriptions of 
L. Harcourtii and Z. fuliginosum. It is, however, more usual and 
in accordance with present methods to speak of Williamsons 
species as Lepidophloios fuliginosus, and there are reasons for 
allying the ^rgenen/designatio; to Witham's species. It is 
unnecessary to refer to the characteristic diflFerences between the 
two genera, Lepidodendron and Lepidophloios, but brief reference 
may be made to the facts which have led to the adoption of the 
latter name for Williamson's species. In the British Association 
Report for 1880 Cash and Lomax^ published a note in which they 
record the discovery of a petrified stem having the external characters 
of Lepidophloios and the internal structure of Williamson's species 
Lepidodendron fuliginosum. The specimen was afterwards ex- 
amined by Kidston', who confirmed the statement of Cash and 
Lomax; Kidston expressed the view that this stem with the 
L. fuliginosum type of structure was identical with the plant 
figured in 1831 by lindley and Button as Lepidodendron acerosum*. 
The specimens referred by Binuey to Halonia regularis were so 
named on evidence supplied by Mr Dawes, himself a student of 
Palaeozoic plants, who described the stem from which the sections 
were prepared as exhibiting externally the characteristic Halonial 
tubercles. It would occupy too much space to review at length 
the evidence supporting the application of the generic term L^- 
dophloios to such Lepiaodendroid branches as exhibit those sur&ce 
features for which the genus Halonia was originally proposed, or to 
discuss the evidence in support of the use of the genus Lepidophloios 
for stems exhibiting the type of structure which Williamson referred 
to the species Lepidodendron fuliginosum. There are indeed good 
grounds for the application of the generic designation Lepidopmoios 
to such stems as exhibit the anatomical characteristics of William- 
son's species, whether or no the stems are preserved in such a 
manner as to show Halonial characters. 

2. Description of the Specimens. 

SUde 1 (Binney No. 31). Text-figure 1, PL iii. fig. 3, PL iv. 
figs. 8 and 12. 

A figure of this transverse section, magnified 3| diameters^ 
is given by Binney in his Plate xiii. fig. 1*. The section, 
3*8 cm. X 2*5 cm. in diameter, was cut from a stem in course of 

1 Cash and Lomax (80). 
> Kidston (93), p. 547 and (90) p. 851. 
' Lindley and Hutton (81), PI. tii. 
* Binney (72). 
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brancluDg ; there are two circular eteles, apparently equal ia size, 
enclosed in a commoD mass of ground- tissue ; one of them is well 
preserved (Text-figure 1), but the other has been considerably 
crushed. The main mass of the ground -tissue consists of paren- 
chyma, which may be spoken of as the middle cortex, and scattered 
through this tissue several leaf-traces are seen in slightly oblique 
transverse section. Near the periphery of the section there is an 
UTegular line of tearing, represented by a light-coloured baud 
occupied by the mineral matrix ; this line is situated just external 
to the outer limit of the middle and the inner margin of the more 
compact outer cortex. The surface of the whole section does not 
coirespond exactly with the original surface of the stem, which bad 
lost its superficial tissues previous to petrifaction. At the level at 
which the section was cut, the elliptical and flattened form of the 
stem marked the approaching division into two equal branches ; 
iDtemally the occurrence of two separate steles and the bending 
bvards of the outer cortex between the vascular cylinders show 
that the branches must have become free from one another at a 
short distance above the region represented by the section. 




TuMaTBBSB BionoH or am o> t&b Btilib showh ih Slide 1. 
(xlO.) 

'Hu (Uck imgular bonnduy of the primki? z;tem la olearlj abowu ; 3 mm. 
external to this, bs meaaucsd on the photograph, the lighter tiesne \rith large 
tiiK ipaeeB repreMiit* the " teoteUiry " Bone. [Thii itele ia figured b^ Binney 
m) in hie PI. vn. fig. 6.) 

11—2 
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a. The stele. (Text-figure 1.) 

The central part of each stele is occupied by a mass of compact 
parenchyma 3 mm. in diameter, of which several of the cells were 
in a state of active growth at the time of fossilisation, as shown by 
the presence of thin and evidently newly-formed walls. Enclosing 
the pith there is a continuous cylinder of primary xylem con- 
sisting of scalariform tracheids, which become smaller in diameter 
towards the periphery, where the xylem is irregularly corrugated 
and exhibits a series of more or less prominent points or teeth 
separated by shallow grooves, agreeing closely with the corona as 
described by Bertrand and others in Lepidophloios Harcourtii 
The edge of the primary xylem is represented in the micro- 
photograph of Text-figure 1 by a distinct undulating dark line. 
Next the inner face of the xylem there occur a few isodiametric 
elements with reticulately pitted walls (PL iv. fig. 8 1) similar to 
the well-known tracheal elements met with in the inner region of 
the stele of Lepidodendron vasculare (Binney)*. Similar short 
tracheae occur also in contact with the outer edge of the xylem', 
and here and there one of the elements is seen slightly internal to 
the edge of the corona associated with tl>e ordinary scalariform 
tracheids. Abutting on the xylem there are 2 — 3 rows of very 
dark polygonal parenchymatous cells, with an occasional isodiametric 
tracheid ; beyond this we have a zone, about 8 cells deep, consisting 
of small polygonal cells similar to those in contact with the 
tracheids, but of lighter colour and more distinctly preserved ; this 
band is spoken of as the meristematic zone (PL ill. fig. 3 a, a). 
Beyond this zone there is a conspicuous band made up in part of 
large sacs, more or less circular in outline and limited by very thin 
membranes, associated with smaller and partially disorganised 
parenchymatous elements ; this region may be termed the secretory 
zone (PI III. fig. SySyS; PL IV. fig. 12 and Text-figure 1). 

13. Leaf-traces. 

The continuity of the tissues external to the corona is inter- 
rupted at intervals by oval or circular leaf-traces which traverse 
the cortical tissues in a gradually ascending course from the 
periphery of the xylem, from which they appear to be given ofiF in 
the manner described in detail by Bertrand in the case of Lepido- 
dendron Harcourtii^, A leaf-trace, as seen close to the edge of the 
xylem, is approximately circular or somewhat elliptical in outline, 
with an internal protoxylem group (It 1 and It 2, fig. 3, PI. iii.) ; as 
a leaf-trace in its outward course reaches the region of the secretoiy 
zone the latter forms a bay in front of the tracheal strand of the 

^ =L. selaginoideB Will. 

> Gf. Maslen ^99), p. 362, PI. xxxyi. fig. 2, st. 

* Bertrand (91) pp. 87 ct seq. 
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leaf-trace (PI. in. fig. 3, It 1). In the left-hand portion of fig. 3, 
PL HI. the leaf-trace ^ 1 is seen to have considerably encroached on 
the secretory zone 8, 8, so that the large clear sacs of the latter 
tissue extend as an arched row external to the outlying trace ; the 
other leaf-trace, U 2, has advanced rather farther, and here the 
continuity of the secretory zone is interrupted. As the leaf-trace 
pursues its course, the tracheal strand is accompanied by a group of 
elements from the secretory zone; this group is shown in fig. 3 
as a dark and ill-defined patch of tissue immediately in front of the 
leaf-trace U 2. Each leaf-trace also carries with it a small strand of 
parenchyma from the meristematic zone a (fig. 3, etc,). These facts 
may be more precisely expressed by the statement that a leaf-trace, 
as it appears in the cortex of a stem, consists of a group of tracheids, 
a group of secretory elements, and a few intervening layers of cells 
which are continuous, as demonstrated by longitudinal sections, 
with the xylem of the corona, the secretory zone 8, s, and the 
meristematic zone a respectively. The detailed structure of the 
leaf-trace and the accompanying tissues is more clearly shown in 
sections 2 and 3. 

7 Cortex. 

Beyond the secretory zone (s fig. 3, etc,) there is a fairly definite 
layer of tangentially elongated cells (the uppermost layer in fig. 12, 
PI. IV.) suggestive of an endodermal layer. Beyond this there are 
several layers of compact parenchyma constituting a band of 
tissue about equal in breadth to the secretory and meristematic 
zones together ; the innermost part of this region is shown at the 
edge of fig. 3, PL ui. This band passes outwards into a tissue 
composed of more radially elongated elements of the nature of 
fairly closely packed trabeculae, agreeing exactly with the rather 
loose tissue described by Bower* in Lepidostrobus Brownii and by 
other writers in Lepidodendroid stems. This hypha-like or trabe- 
cular middle cortex occupies the greater portion of the stem ; 
towards the periphery of the section it is succeeded somewhat 
abruptly by 1 — 2 layers of more regularly arranged tangentially 
elongated elements separated by conspicuous intercellular spaces, 
and beyond them by a compact parenchyma, of which the cells 
become thicker walled towards the limits of the section where 
they constitute the outermost tissue ; this more compact paren- 
chyma is spoken of as the outer cortex. 

The less perfect stele seen in Section 1 agrees in size and 
structure with that shown in Text-figure 1, but there is one 
feature of interest not represented in the more perfect stele. 
Some of the parenchymatous elements between the secretory zone 

1 Bower (03), PI. xvii. fig. 13. 
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and the corona are in a meristeniatic condition, aa indicated by the 
presence of short and regularly placed radial rows of small cells, 
separated by delicate and recently formed cell-walla (as shown also 
in Section 2, and represented in Text-fig. 2 m). These dividing 
cells of the meristematic zone agree exactly with the characteristic 
secondary tissue which is developed immediately external to the 
corona in Lepidopkloios ftdiginosus. 

SUde a. Text-figures 2 and 3; PI. til. gg. 5; PI. it. figs. 6 
and 9. 




SBCBBTOBT IKD MuUSTIHltIC 



X, X, prinuuy wood (corona); px, protoi^lem ot leof-tnoe; m, diridiog oelli in 
the outer port of the meristematic loae ; i, eeoretoij tisaue ; e, 7 endodermii. 
(Slides, xW.) 

On this slide there are two sections; one is a segment of a 
transverse section with a radius of 28 cm., and the other a 
longitudinal section; Binney' figures the latter in his PI. XIII. 
fig. 2 and a small portion of the ^rmer in his Fl. XIII. fig. 6. The 
portion of the primary xylem ring seen in the transverse section 
agrees with the corona of Section 1 except in its somewhat greater 

' Binney (72). 
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breadth. The tissue of the meristematic zone is imperfectly pre- 
served, but here and there the cells of this band immediately 
intenial to the secretory zoue show a distinct tendency towards a 
ndial arraDgement, as already noticed in Section 1 ; the regular 
croag-waJls are evidently the product of secondary meristematie 
activity, aod indicate the beginning of secondary thickening 
(Tezt-fig. 2 m). In the drawing reproduced in fig. 2, a;, a; marks 
the outer edge of the corona; in front of the depression in the 
corona there is a leaf-trace group of tracheids with an internal 
protoxylem, px, and this is surrounded by a few of the cells of the 
meristematie zone a, most of which has not been preserved ; the 
regular band of cells m marks the position of the dividing tissue; 
at J a portion of the secretory zone is represented. The secretory 
zone consists of large sacs and small short cells ; in a few places 
the large spaces are occupied by ill-defined thin-walled elements, 
but the cells are partially disorganised and present the appearance 
of a tissue in course of degeneration. It is not always easy to 
distinguish between actual cells in the interior of the larger sacs 
and cracks in the mineral matrix, which have been rendered 
more distinct by the infiltration of a brown colouring matter. 

The portion of the secretory zone shown in Text-figure 3 
illustrates the occurrence of a few smaller elements enclosed by 




THE SBCSBTOBY ZOHX. 



the thin membranes which mark the outlines of the sacs; the 
latter usually appear as conspicuous empty spaces, as in Section 1 
(fig. 3, PI. III., «), and in the greater part of the secretory zone 
shown in Section 2. 

The three layers of cells at the top of the drawing (fig. 3) 
represent part of the innermost cortex, while the few elements in 
the lower part of the section belong to the parenchyma of the 
meristematie zone. 
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As in Section 1 the peripheral tissue is traversed by a crack 
approximately correspon(£uig with the junction of the broad middle 
and the narrower outer cortex; but in this section a secondaiy 
tissue or phelloderm has begun to be formed in the outer cortex 
(PL IV. fig. 6 pL); the phelloderm consists of radially disposed rows 
of rather thicker walled cells, about sue deep, and here and there 
the outer cortex is traversed by radially elongated spaces which 
were originally occupied by leaf-traces and their accompanjing 
thin- walled parenchyma. Another feature of interest in this part 
of the stem is the presence of groups of dividing and partially 
disorganised cells (fig. 6, PL iv. sc) occurring at fairly regular 
intervals immediately internal to the phelloderm ; these groups 
undoubtedly mark the position of incipient canals or secretory 
passages. Similar strands are represented by Bertrand^ in Lepi- 
dodendron Harcourtii, and excellent examples of the same struc- 
tures occur in Lepidophloios Wunschiani^ from Arran and in the 
large Dalmeny stem already alluded to. 

The longitudinal section, which is mounted on slide no. 2 
with the transverse section, was cut from the same stem. A few 
cells only of the pith are preserved ; these are arranged in regular 
vertical series and their cavities are bridged across by transverse or 
oblique walls of recent origin. The tracheids at the edge of the 
corona are often characterised by a looser form of scalariform 
thickening or by more or less spiral bands; beyond these there 
are about 12 rows of very short parenchymatous cells constituting 
the meristematic zone, the outermost of which are in some cases 
radially elongated and traversed by newly formed cross-walls (cf, 
Text-fig. 2, m). These dividing meristematic cells pass outwards 
with the leaf-tiuces on their inner side, as shown in fig. 9, PL iv., 
where the outermost cells on the left of the drawing represent a 
strand of meristematic tissue accompanying a leaf-trace. The 
direct continuity of the strand of disorganised secretory tissue 8 
(fig. 9, PL IV., and fig. 5, PL iil.), which forms part of each leaf-trace, 
with the secretory zone of the stem (PL ill. fig. 3, s, s; PL IV. fig. 
12) is clearly demonstrated in Section 2. The leaf-traces in this 
section are seen to pass steeply upwards for a short distance after 
they become free fix)m the corona, and then bend almost at right 
angles through the middle cortex, finally bending slightly upwards 
in the outer cortical region ; their course differs from that of the 
leaf- traces in Sections 1 and 4 (cut from the same stem) where 
they follow a much steeper and obliquely vertical course. The 
photograph reproduced in PL ill. fig. 6 represents an outgoing 
leaf-trace as seen in the transverse segment of Section 2 ; it is 
shown in oblique longitudinal view ; at a; we have the group of 

I Bertrand (91), PI. xv. fig. 25, 
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tracheids, at s the dark secretory elements, and between the two 
groopa a clear space originally occupied by thin-walled paren- 
chyma. 

SUde 3. Text-6gure 4, PI. ill. figs. 1 and 2; PI. IV. figs. 7 
and 10. 

Thia transverse section, which agrees in essential characters 
with Sections 1 and 2, is figured by Binney in his PI. xv. fig. 1 ; 
it is slightly crushed ; the longer diameter measures 42 cm., and 
the shorter diameter 34 cm., the longest diameter of the elliptical 
stele being 1'2 cm. The pith has been to a large extent destroyed ; 
the zylem exhibits the same characters as in the previous sections, 
bat many of the tracheids are full of a vacuolated substance 
which may probably be regarded as the product of some patho- 
logical change {Text-figure 4). 




The middle lamella of the large primary tracheids is clearly 
preserved as a dark line, as shown in Text-fig. 4, but the greater 
port of the lignified wall has in many places suffered considerable 
decay. At the edge of the corona, or slightly internal to the 
lylem, a few isodiametric reticulately marked tracheids are met 
with, as in the other sections. The meristematic and secretory 
zones agree in structure with the corresponding tissues in the 
other sections. The broad middle cortex is particularly well 
preserved, and exhibits the trabecular structure of the paren- 
chyma veiy clearly; there is no phelloderm, but the junction 
of the middle and outer cortical regions is very clearly shown, 
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as represented in PI. iv. fig. 10; the irregularly shaped and 
more faintly drawn cells on the inner side of fig. 10 are the most 
external elements of the middle cortex ; these are succeeded hy 
rather darker and much more regularly disposed cells separated 
from one another by intercellular spaces, and beyond this we pass 
into the more compact outer cortex. Section 3 illustrates excep- 
tionally well the structure of the leaf-traces (PI. ill. figs. 1 and 2 ; 
PL IV. fig. 7). In fig. 7, PI. IV., the xylem strand of a leaf-trace 
is represented as it appears close to the point at which a trace 
becomes detached from the corona ; the protoxylem elements, px, 
are clearly internal, thus giving to the foliar bundle a mesarch 
structure. 

Figure 1, PI. III.^ represents a leaf- trace in slightly oblique 
transverse section in the middle cortical reckon of Section 3 as 
it ascends steeply or almost vertically towards the surface of the 
stem. The group of tracheids has altered its shape as compared 
with that shown in fig. 7, PI. IV.; in the more flattened leaf- 
traces the protoxylem is not so clearlv indicated, but it may 
sometimes be detected as a short crushed band in the interior 
of the tracheal strand. Between the xylem and the group of dark 
elements s (fig. 1, PI. ill.) there are 3 — 4 rows of slightly elongated 
parenchymatous cells, which agree with the tissue of the meri- 
stematic zone of the stele with which they are in continuity. The 
group 8 consists of polygonal elements varying in size and associated 
with patches of a dark brown substance, probably a product of 
secretion. In longitudinal sections of leaf-traces the elements of 
this group s are seen to be, in part, long cells with square ends and 
often partially filled with a dark brown secretion (PL IV. fig. 11). 
This tissue is usually imperfectly preserved, and the elements 
composing it often appear in a more or less disoiganised 
condition. 

The leaf-trace is surrounded by a few layers of parenchy- 
matous cells, which may be spoken of as constituting a peridesm'. 
In fig. 2, PL III. a leaf-trace is shown in the outer cortical region of 
the stem : the secretory strand 8 is less perfectly preserved than 
in fig. 1 ; but the chief difference is the presence of a well-marked 
crescent-shaped group of tissue which partially encloses the leaf- 
trace externally; this consists of the parichnos, a mass of the 
middle cortex which passes out with the leaf-trace in its course 
through the outer cortical zone. The looser and more irregular 
structure of the parichnos, p, is in marked contrast to the more 
compact tissue of the outer cortex as shown at the edge of 
fig. 2, c. 



1 Cf. Bertrand (91), PI. Tin. fig. 80. 
* van Tieghem (90), p. 484. 
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Slide 4. Text-figure 6 ; PI. m. fig. 4, PI. iv. fig. 11. 

This loDgitudinal section is figured by Binney in his PI. xv. 
figs. 2 and 3 ; he refers it to Halovia regularis, while Section 1, 
figured by Binney in his PI. xiii. fig. 1, is described as Leptdo- 
dendron Harcotirtii; but it is almost certain that both sections 
were prepared from the same specimen. The two diverging steles 
shown in Section 4 agree precisely with the two steles described 
in Section 1 ; the other tissues of the sections are also in agree- 
ment, and there can be little if any doubt that both sections were 
cut firom one and the same piece of branching stem. Section 4 
illustrates very clearly the structure of the stele and the extra- 
stelar tissues, also tne manner of origin and structure of the 
leaf-traces. The photograph shown in fig. 4, PI. HI. includes the 
edge of the corona x, succeeded by a few layers of short and very 
dark coloured cells, beyond which are several rows of very distinct 
parenchymatous elements, a — a, constituting the broad meriste- 
matic zone {cf. fig. 3, PI. Ill,, a, a); external to this there is the 
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secretory zone 8 composed of large sac-like spaces and several 
small cells associated with patches of a dark brown substance. 

Text-figure 5 illustrates more clearly the structure of the 
secretory zone, «, as seen in longitudinal view; the long clear 
spaces correspond to the circular or oval sacs shown in the trans- 
verse sections, fig. 3, PL IIL and fig. 12, PL iv.; with these are 
associated groups of short parenchymatous cells, which are more 
or less disorganised. Part of the meristem band is represented 
at a in Text-fig. 5, and at px we have some of the narrow peri- 
pheral elements of the corona. 

In fig. 11, PL IV. a few of the elements composing the secretory 
zone accompanying a leaf-trace are represented on a large scale ; 
these have the form of long thin-walled cambiform cells, with 
straight or slightly oblique transverse walls, containing patches of 
secreted substance in their cavities ; the appearance of the tissues 
suggests a comparison with the sieve-tubes of normal phloem, but 
the general character of the secretory-zone tissues differs consider- 
ably from that of ordinary phloem. 

3. Conclusion and Subimary. 

Having described the several tissues shown in the five sections, 
it remains to summarise the results and to draw attention to such 
general morphological or physiological conclusions as are sug- 
gested by the anatomical features illustrated by the Binney 
specimens. As already pointed out, one of the sections (no. 3) was 
cut fi'om a stem which Dawes described to Binney as exhibiting 
the external character of Halonia, the cone-bearing branch of a 
Lepidophloios, There is no reason to doubt the accuracy of Dawes' 
statement. The section in question does not show any trace of the 
vascular strands, which, as we know fi:om other Halonial specimens, 
were given off from the stele to supply each strobilus borne by the 
fruiting branch ; but the absence of these vascular sti*ands may be 
easily explained by the assumption that the section was cut at 
a level which did not coincide with the position of the vascular 
axis of the cone-bearing tubercle. Binney s section of the Halonial 
branch (no. 3) exhibits precisely the same anatomical characters as 
the sections referred by this author to Lepidodendron Harcourtii ; 
the Sections 1 — 4 are anatomically identical and cannot reasonably 
be referred to distinct species. The reasons which lead me to refer 
Binney's sections to Lepidophloios fuliginosus are (i) the presence of 
a well-preserved middle cortex, and (ii) the indications of secondary 
thickening. The first character is probably not of primary im- 
portance ; in the true L. Harcourtii no sign of secondary thickening^ 
has hitherto been observed in stems of so small a diameter as those 
which we are considering. While pointing to the identity of 
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Binne/s stems with the LepidophloioH fuligwosus type, the sections 
also demonstrate (i) that the so-called duplex nature of the leaf- 
traces cannot be accepted as a distinctive feature of L, Harcourtii, 
and (ii) that the strand of tissue accompanying the xylem of the 
leaf-traces does not exhibit the characters of bast-fibres. A com- 
parison of Binney's sections with examples of the true L. Harcourtii 
leaves no doubt in my mind as to the identity of the structure of 
the leaf-traces in the two forms. If the view elsewhere expressed 
that the large Dalmeny stem may be regarded as an example of 
L Harcourtii be correct, we must speak of Witham's species as a 
type of Lepidodendroid stem in which secondary thickening began 
at an unusually late stage. In LepidophLoios fuliginosus, which in 
most respects appears to be practically identical with L. Harcourtii, 
the development of secondary stelar tissues began at an earlier 
period. 

The chief features of more general interest exhibited by the 
Sections 1 — 4 are to be found in the structure of the tissues im- 
mediately external to the xylem, and in the nature of what has been 
spoken of as the secretory zone. In the above description no mention 
hias been made of the presence of typical phloem ; the excellent 
preservation of even the most delicate cells justifies the belief that 
had phloem tissue been originally present, it would not have been 
likely to have suffered decay to such an extent as to render its 
preservation or recognition impossible. The xylem of the stem is 
surrounded by a fairly broad band of short and slightly flattened 
cells constituting a tissue to which the term meristematic zone has 
heen applied ; the reason for this appellation is that in some of the 
sections certain cells in this region are in a state of meristematic 
activity, and an identical band of short- celled parenchyma in the 
large Dalmeny stem was found to be the seat of active cell- 
formation. Whether or no this tissue is appropriately named, it is 
clear that it bears but little resemblance to what we are accustomed 
to regard as cambium in recent plants. It is moreover very much 
broader than the ordinary cambial tissue of Dicotyledons or Gymno- 
sperms, or of Botrychium among the Vascular Cryptogams. The 
formation of secondary tissues has scarcely begun in the sections with 
which we are at present concerned, but such traces as exist favour 
the view expressed at greater length elsewhere, that the method of 
secondary thickening in Lepidodendroid plants differed considerably 
from that with which we are familiar in recent plants, or in such 
fossil genera as Calamites, Lr/ginodendron, Sphenophyllum and 
others. 

Beyond the meristematic region there is a characteristic band 
referred to as the secretory zone. This tissue forms a well- 
marked feature in stems of L. fvliginosus, L, Wunschianus, L. Har- 
courtii and other species; the elements composing it do not 
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conform to the structural characters of ordinary phloem. The 
large clear spaces or sacs which form so prominent a feature in 
this region cannot, I believe, be satisfactorily explained as the 
result of decay previous to mineralisation ; their appearance is 
strongly suggestive of sacs or spaces formed, for the most part, 
during the life of the plsmt by the separation and partial disoTgan- 
isation of thin-walled cells. The constant occurrence of patches 
of a dark brown substance in this zone also points to the secretory 
nature of the tissue. Before considering the possible function of 
the secretory zone, there are a few points to be emphasised in the 
structure of the leaf-tracea The xylem of the leaf-trace is of 
mesarch structure^; as each trace passes out from the corona, the 
tracheal strand is accompanied by a few cell-rows of the meriste- 
matic band (a, a PI. ill. figs. 3 and 4), and groups of elements 
from the secretory zone («.», PL ill. figs. 3 and 4) also form part of 
the leaf-trace tissues. The group of secretory tissue accompanying 
the xylem of a leaf- trace (PI. IV. fig. 11) may be followed, in 
longitudinal and in transverse sections, into direct continuity with 
the broad secretory zone of the stem ; but the elements of this tissue 
which form part of a leaf-trace differ bom. the secretory zone in 
the narrower diameter of the cells and in the somewhat greater 
abundance of secreted substance. Neither in the structure of the 
main stele of the stem nor in the tissues of the leaf-trace do we 
find any set of elements, which exhibit histological features afford- 
ing satisfactory evidence of the existence of either hard or soft 
phloem of the ordinary type. 

The apparent absence of any well-defined phloem tissue is a 
fact of considerable interest ; even in the large Dalmeny stem, in 
which the secondary xylem is 28 cm. in diameter*, there is no 
indication of any tissue which can be identified anatomically with 
true phloem. Indeed in no stem of Lepidodendron, LepidojMom 
or Sigillai'ia has typical phloem been so far satisfactorily demon- 
strated*. The existence of the secretory zone suggests a phy- 
siological comparison of this tissue with normal phloem, on the 
ground that in certain recent plants laticiferous tissue has been 
considered as in part at least carrying out the functions of 
phloem*; it is a probable view that this well-marked zone may 
have served the same purpose as the tissue which in recent plants 
usually presents the structural characters of phloem. In p<^tion 
the secretory zone corresponds to the pericycle, and this region of 
the stem in certain recent species is not infrequently characterised 
by the presence of numerous laticiferous tubes. Without discuss- 

1 Cf. Maalen (99), p. 864. PI. zxxvi. fig. 12. 

' For a figure of the stele of this stem vide Seward (98), p. 82. 

* Hovelaoque (92) describes phloem in Lepidodendron vasculare (L.selaginoidet), 
but the features it presents do not appear to be those of typical phloem. 

* Haberlandt (96), p. 295; de Bary (84), p. 187; Tschiroh (89), p. 626. 
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ing the question at greater length, the concluBion may be briefly 
stated that the functions usually carried out in recent plants by 
elements possessing the structure of phloem, were in Lepidoden- 
droid stems performed by tissue of a somewhat different type; 
probably the secretory zone of the stem and the secretory elements 
of the leaf-traces are physiologically comparable to phloem tissue, 
and in part to the laticiferous tissues in some recent plants. 
It has been shown by Strasburger^ that under certain conditions 
the xylem tissues may serve as channels for the conduction 
of nitrogenous material; the removal of a ring of phloem 
from the stems of Hera/^leum Sphondylium did not prevent the 
conveyance to the ripening umbel of a suflScient supply of food 
material. In Lepidophloios it would seem probable that the 
tissue of the secretory zone took some part in the conduction of 
assimilated substances, but it is not wholly improbable that the 
xylem may have also borne a share in the functions which are 
usually associated with phloem in recent plants. It may be that 
a more intimate acquaintance with the histology of both fossil and 
recent Lycopodiaceous plants may demonstrate a closer agreement 
than is admitted in the above description between the phloem of 
recent Lycopods and the tissue which has been spoken of as the 
secretory zone in Lepidophloios. There is, indeed, a distinct re- 
semblance between the comparatively wide thin-walled sieve-tubes 
and the accompanying parenchymatous elements in a Lycopodin/m 
stem and the large clear spaces and associated parenchyma of 
Lepidophloios; but the histological similarity is not, I believe, 
sufficient to warrant the identification of the "secretory" zone 
of the fossil stem with ordinary phloem. 
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Explanation of Plates. 

Plate III. (Microphotographs by Mr W. Tarns, Cambridge.) 

Fig. 1. Transverse section of a leaf-trace in the middle cortex, x » xylem ; 
« = secretory tissue. (Slide 3.) x 50. 

Fig. 2. Transverse section of a leaf- trace in the outer cortical region. 
/> = parichnos ; c = outer cortex; « = secretory tissue, partially 
disorganised; a; = xylem. (Slide 3.) x 50. 

Fig. 3. Transverse section through the edge of the corona (primary 
xylem of the stele) and the secretory zone («). x = primary xylem ; 
a = meristematic zone; lt\,lt 2 = leaf-traces. (Slide 1.) x 50. 

Fig. 4. Longitudinal section through the tissues shown in fig. 3. 
(Slide 4.) X 50. 

Fig. 5. Oblique section of a leaf-trace, x - ti-acheids ; a = secretory 
tissue. (Slide 2.) x 50. 

Plate IV. 

Fig. 6. Transverse section of the outer cortex. PI = phelloderm ; 

»c= group of secretory cells. (Slide 2.) x 90. 

Fig. 7. Transverse section of the tracheids of a leaf trace as seen near 
the corona. Pa? = protoxylem. (Slide 3.) x 100. 

Fig. 8. Transverse section, showing a few of the innermost tracheids 
of the primary xylem of the stele and a single short reticulate tracheid 
next the meristematic cells of the pith. ('Slide 1.) x 200. 

Fig. 9. Longitudinal section of a leaf-trace, x = xylem tracheids ; 
« B elements of the secretory strand. (Slide 2.) x 50. 

Fig. 10. Transverse section through the junction of the lacunar middle 
cortex and the thicker walled cells of the outer cortex. (Slide 3.) x 100. 

Flo. 11. Longitudinal section through part of the secretory zone of a leaf- 
trace, showing some of the cells witii dark contents. (Slide 4.) x 100. 

Fio. 12. Transverse section of the secretory zone; the outermost 
(uppermost) layer of cells is probably the endodermis. (Slide 1.) xlOO. 

VOL. X, PT. ni. 12 
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Part II. Megalozylon, gen. nov. 
Plates V— VII and Text-figures 1—4. 

I. Descriptive. 

The following description is based on the examination of tcD 
sections prepared from a fragment of stem in the Binney Collection. 
In looking through the numerous un labelled slides I found one 
thick transverse section which at first sight was taken for that of a 
Cordaites stem with a thick zone of secondary wood enclosing a large 
pith ; but a closer inspection of the slide at once revealed certain 
peculiarities which suggested a comparison of the specimen with 
the genus Heterangium, The block from which the single section 
had been obtained was fortunately found in the collection, and two 
additional transverse sections and seven longitudinal sections were 
cut from it by Mr Lomax of Bolton ^ The stem fragment occurs 
in a calcareous matrix associated with the shells of GonicUites, and 
was originally obtained from the Lower C(»al-Measures of Lan- 
cashire. Unfortunately the specimen does not afford any indication 
of the nature of the cortical tissues, which had become separated 
from the secondary wood before the fragment was embedded in cal- 
careous mud. The central region of the stem, which at first suggested 
a resemblance to a large Cordaites pith, consists of primary 
xylem; this is surrounded by a cylinder of secondary wood 
ending abruptly at the margin of the specimen. The complete 
section measures 4*8 cm. by 4*2 cm. ; the greatest diameter of the 
central region (primary xylem) being 1*9 cm., the secondary xylem 
having a breadth of 2 cm. 

Fig. 2, PI. V. shows the appearance of the specimen in trana- 
verse section. The central region x^ is occupied by tracheids ani 
parenchyma, and surrounding this primary xylem there is a broad 
cylinder of secondary wood, part of which is imperfectly pra^; 
served ; the reticulum of dark lines in the secondary wood- 
on the left in the photograph — is caused by secondary crystallij 
tion in the mineral matrix, which has partially destroyed tl 
xylem tissues*. The denser oval group of elements at the per 
phery (fig. 2, It) of the primary stele represents a leaf-trace aooi 
to pass outwards through the secondary xylem. In fig. 1, PL 
part of the stem is shown (natural size) in longitudinal sectioi 

^ The sectioDB are referred to in these notes as 1. 1, I. 2, I. 3 (trani 
sections) and L 5 — 1. 10 (longitudinal sections). 
« Ct Seward (9S), p. SI. 
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the lighter primary xylem (a^) stands out clearly in contrast to the 
darker secondary wood (a:"). The leaf-trace (It) of 6g. 2, PI. V. is 
here seen in longitudinal view; this section demonstrates very 
clearly the gradual merging of the leaf-trace elements into those 
of the primary stele of the stem as they are traced downwards ; at 
the top of the section — where the letters It are printed — the strand 
of dark lines denotes a compact and well-defined group of tra- 
cheids, but the5$e are seen to become more and more indistinct 
and to spread out laterally when traced downwards ; the leaf- trace, 
in fact, loses its individuality and becomes indistinguishable from 
the main mass of the xylem. Having sketched the most obvious 
features of the stem, or at least of the small portion available for 
examination, it remains to consider in detail the several tissues. 

1. Secondary xylem. 

Fig. 4, PI. V. illustrates the structure of the secondary wood 
as seen in transverse section ; it is characterised by the pre- 
sence of numerous medullary rays of parenchymatous elements, 
1—5 cells in breadth, and is composed of bands of tracheids, 1 — 8 
rows in width. There are no regular concentric rows of narrower 
elements marking rings of growth, but occasionally groups or dis- 
continuous lines of narrower elements afford indications of local 
irregularities in the production of the secondary elements. Towards 
its inner margin the secondary wood becomes less dense, the bands 
of tracheids are reduced in width, the medullary rays gradually 
widen, and their parenchymatous elements become tangentially 
elongated towards the periphery of the primary stele (PL v. fig. 3, a^, 
PL VL, PL VII. fig. 8). The medullary-ray cells in transverse 
section have the form of narrow radially elongated elements with 
transverse or oblique walls, and some of them contain a dark 
sabstance, suggestive of a product of secretion. In tangential 
section tJie secondary xylem presents the appearance of a reti- 
cnlum of tracheids with the spaces filled in with comparatively 
broad and long masses of medullary-ray parenchyma ; some of the 
medullary rays have a length of 5 mm. as viewed in a tangential 
section of the stem ; their slightly elongated polygonal elements 
are separated by small intercellular spaces. The rays vary in 
breadth from one to several cells as seen in tangential section 
(sections I. 4, I. 5). The tangential walls of the tracheids are often 
marked by a fine oblique striation, and occasionally two intersecting 
series of delicate spiral lines may be detected ; this striation is 
probably an original structure emphasized or etched out by ferment- 
action during decay. A radial section through the secondary 
xylem illustrates more clearly the abundance of parenchymatous 
tissue; deep plates of medullary-ray cells, with an occasional 

12—2 
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secretory element filled with dark contents, sweep across the 
£Bkce of the tracheids. In the walls of some of the medullary-ray 
elements there are indications of the existence of a few obliquely 
oval simple pits*. The tracheids are characterised by multi- 
seriate rows of contiguous bordered pits which cover their radial 
walls. Section 1. 10 affords the best illustration of the structure of 
the secondary xylem as seen in radial longitudinal section. 

The practical identity in structure of the secondary wood of 
this stem with that of Lyginodendron robustum Sew. as figured in 
vol. XI. of the Annals of Botany (PL v.)' renders it unnecessary to 
illustrate its characteristic appearance by figures. In Lyginoden- 
dron rohustwm (e,g. Section 113] Williamson Cabinet, British 
Museum) the medullary rays are slightly broader and more obvious 
than in the plant under consideration ; but the difference is very 
slight. The loose parenchymatous nature of the xylem a^ees with 
the characteristic structure of recent cycadean stems and with the 
xylem of such fossil genera as Lyginodendron*, Heterangium?, 
Medullosa\ Colpoxylon^^ and other Palaeozoic types. 

It is of interest to note the striking difference in the structure 
of patches of the secondary wood, in which the more delicate 
medullary-ray cells have been almost obliterated by compression, 
as compared with the more perfectly preserved portions; in the 
former the wood appears to be of the more compact coniferous 
type, the loose cycadean character having been lost through im- 
perfect preservation. 

2. Primary xylem. 

The wide primary stele of the stem presents certain features of 
special interest which lead me to regard the plant as the type of a 
new genus. The enlarged microphotograph reproduced in PL VI. — 
eight times the natural size — shows that the greater part of the 
primary stele consists of groups of unusually large elements, varying 
in size and shape, intermixed with irregular light areas, which are 
occupied by thin-walled parenchyma and in part by the calcareous 
mineral matrix which has replaced the parenchymatous tissue. 
The large diameter of the primary xylem elements shown in 
PL VI. (fig. 7) is at once apparent on comparing them with the 
tracheids of the secondary wood, which forms the periphery of the 
section. These wide constituents of the stele are tracheids of a 
peculiar character, with their walls covered with numerous bordered 

1 Gf. Heterangium tiliaeoides^ Williamson and Sooti (95), PI. zzix. fig. 84, and 
PoroxyUm [Renault (79), PI. lxziy. fig. 8]. 
> Seward (97). 

* Williamson and Soott (96), Pis. xyiii., xxi., xxn., etc. 
« Sooti (99), Pis. VI., zx., etc. 
s Benaolt (98), Pi. Lzvin. 
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pits (PL VII. fig. 9, bext-fignres 2 — +m). Id some places — as shown 
in fig, 7 (PI, VI.) — the large tracheids extend close to the inner edge 
of the secondary wood, but in others we find more or less well- 
de6ned groups of narrow elements occupying a peripheral position 
in the primary stele {e.g. Pi. v. figs. 3-5, U 1 — It 3, in fig. V, also 
PI. Tii. fig. 8). The radial rows of secondary tracheids may 
occasionally be traced into direct continuity with the narrower 
peripheral elements of the primary xylem region, as shown in the 
npper part of fig, 8, PI. Vll. ; but usually the secondary xylem is 
succeeded internally by rather crushed thin-walled parenchyma 
composed of polygonal or tangentially elongated cells, several of 
which contain a dark brown or black substance. 

The primary tracheal elements assume various forms in different 
regions of the periphery of the primary stele ; in some parts of the 
section we find groups composed of a few tracheids, considerably 
luger than those of the secondary xylem, traversing the parenchyma 
of the stele ; in other regions the tracheids are more numerous, 
and the outermost elements are characterised by their much 
It pz x' 




P^ 

Fmau 1. LONQITUDIHIL SlOTION I 

UiDULiiiBi BkTB, mr ; the Xtlbm ( 

TDiTuii p«. (Section I. 9, x46.) 
smaller diameter {px, fig. 8, PI. vii.; figs. 3 and 6, PI. V.),— these 
are the spirally pitted protoxylem tracheids. In the longitudinal 
section represented in text-figure 1, some of the protoxylem 
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tracheide are shown at px on the outer edge of the leaf-trace It; 
the curved and broader elements traversing the parenchymatona 
tissue to the right of the protoxylem strantu belong to the inner- 
most part of the secondary sylem of the stem, and beyond these 
we have the more regular reticulately pitted elements and medul- 
lary-ray tissue (mr) of the secondary wood {a?). The further 
consideration of the peripheral tissues of the primary vascular 
axis forms part of the description of the leaf-traces. 

At the periphery of the primary xylem of the stele— shown in 
the transverse section, fig. 7, PI. Vi. — there are rather more than 30 
groups of narrow protoxylem elements. 

In longitudinal sections the greater part of the primary 
zylem presents the appearance shown in text-figures 2, 3, 
and 4 m, and in PL vii. fig. 9 ; the lai^ and characteristic 
tracheide are for the most part very short and somewhat 
horizontally elongated elements with numerous bordered pits in 
their walls; these are embedded in a mass of parenchyma which 
on contraction has given rise to &irly broad radial gaps between 
the firmer and more resistant tracheal groups. These spaces form 
a conspicuous feature in longitudinal sections of the primuy 
xylem ; they may be seen as light horizontal patches in fig. 1, 
Fl. v., and on a larger scale in text-figs. 2 and 3, especially in 
fig. 2 in the region m, also in fig. 9, PI. vu. ; they bear a striking 




superficial resemblance to the more regular discoid pith oiCordaittt, 
which it is possible may also be laigely if not entirely due to 
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contraction of dead tissue, and not an original structure. It is no 
doubt the case that the large gaps in the tissue of the stem before 
OS have been formed by secondary changes. While the large 
primary tracheids which constitute so considerable a portion of the 
stele are shorter than broad, a few of them are elongated, and one 
prominent feature is their striking irregularity in size and shape ; 
they occur either singly or more frequently in groups (PL vii. fig. 9) 
and in the latter case the individual elements are closely connected 
by straight or curved pitted walls inclined at various angles. In 
size these tracheids exceed by about 8 diameters the tracheids of 
the secondary xylem, some of the larger examples measuring '4 mm. 
in breadth ; with these unusually large tracheids are occasionally 
associated others of much smaller size. Text-fi^. 4 m illustrates 
the great variation in size among the short tracheids of the primary 
stele, or rather of that part of it which may be termed the meta- 
zylem. 

3. Ijeaf'traces. 

Attention has already been drawn to the occurrence of a well- 
defined group of tracheids, It, in the section represented in PI. V. 
fig. 2, as a darker paoch at the periphery of the primary xylem, 
and in fig. 1, PL v. as a strand, It, which gradually becomes in- 
distinguishable firom the main mass of xylem in the lower part of 
the section. In the large section reproduced in fig. 7, PL VI., there 
is a distinct elliptical group of elements at Z^ I, which is shown 
on a larger scale in fig. 5, PL v. This group of slightly crushed 
tissue consists of tracheids interspersed with parenchyma; in 
transverse section the two constituents can hardly be distinguished, 
but in longitudinal view the tracheids appear as long tubular 
elements separated here and there by rows of short parenchy- 
matous cells. The tracheids are considerably narrower than those 
which make up the bulk of the primary xylem, the more central 
region of which we may speak of as metaxylem, but somewhat 
wider than those of the secondary xylem. The whole group of 
xylem of the leaf-trace {It fig. 5) is surrounded by layers of flattened 
parenchymatous cells, some of which contain a black secreted 
substance. On the outer edge of the leaf-trace, It, there are several 
very narrow protoxylem elements situated on that side next the 
secondary wood of the stem (px fig. 5, PL v.). In a leaf-trace seen 
iD such a position as that of fig. 5, the protoxylem groups are close 
together ; it is difficult, therefore, to determine the exact number, 
but there appear to be at least six peripheral strands of narrow 
elements. In a leaf-trace seen in a lower part of its course, as in 
figs. 3 and 6, PL v., where the tissues are less compact and more 
extended laterally, the protoxylem groups, px, are more readily 
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distinguished. As already pointed out there are approximately 30 
groups of protoxylem distinguishable in the peripheral region of 
the primary xylem of a complete transverse section {e.g. PL vl); 
this number is in agreement with the approximate estimate of six 
protoxylem groups in each leaf-trace. The oval group of tissue, 
It, of fig. 5, rl. V. projects slightly into the secondary wood, and 
represents a leaf-trace on the point of passing through the 
secondary vascular tissues on its way to the surEaice of the stem. 
The tracheids of a leaf-trace such as that seen in transverse 
section in figs. 2 and 5, PI. v., and at ^^ 1, PI. VI., appear 
in longitudinal view as long reticulately pitted tracheids of 
the ordinary type, associated with xylem parenchjnna (U text- 
figure 2). 

Returning to fig. 7, PI. vi. we notice two other regions in the 
peripheral part of the primary stele which are occupied by narrow 
tracneids, It 2 and It S, but these constitute less compact groups 
than It 1 of the same section, and spread over a greater area, at 
the edges of which they merge into the larger tracheal tissue of 
the metaxylem. The group ft 2 in fig. 7 (PL vi.), shown more 
clearly in figs. 3 and 6, PL v., is much less compact and sharply 
limited than the group U I, but more compact than It 3 of fig. 7, 
PL VI. Both groups It 2 and It 3 are leaf-traces cut through at a 
different level from that of It 1. In addition to the traces It 2 
and It 3 of fig. 7, there are distinct indications in other parts of 
the periphery of the primary stele of the same section of 
portions of two more such groups, in the form of strands of 
narrower tracheids with protoxylem elements more widely 
separated from one another in a lateral (or tangential) direction 
than the protoxylem exarch strands of the leaf-traces It 1 — U 3. 
One (»f these more widely separated groups of leaf-trace tissue is 
situated a short distance to the right of It 1 of fig. 7, PL VI.; this 
we may designate It 4, and the other, which is still less clearly 
defined — the leaf- trace tracheids and parenchyma being spread 
over a greater area— occurs slightly to the left of It 2, and may be 
spoken of as It 5. Fig. 8, PL vii. shows some of the peripheral 
protoxylem strands of a leaf-trace as seen in a lower part of its 
course than in the section represented in PL V. fig. 3; in fig. 8 
the protoxylem strands are farther apart tangentially, and this is 
the result of the lateral spreading of the trace in the deeper part 
of its course. 

The disposition of the leaf-traces with their protoxylem 
strands, as seen in transverse section, agrees with a phyllotaxis of 
two-fifths. The size and degree of compactness of the leaf-trace 
groups afford guides as to the relative levels at which the section 
has intersected the leaf-traces, the more compact the foliar vascular 
strands the higher they are in their upward course. The transverse 
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section I. 3 shows the phyllotaxis very clearly, also the section 
reivoduced in fig. 7, PI. vi. 

The ezplanatioD of the difiereDt appearance presented by the 
BCTeral letu-traces Been in the same transverse section of the 
stem is afforded by longitudinal sections. In fig. 1, PI. v., the 
leaf-trace /( 1 appears at the top of the section as a dark compact 
strand clearlj' differentiated irom the more central metaxylem ; in 
this position it appears as the elliptical group It of fig. 5, PI. v., 
and It I, figs. 2 and 7. Text-figure 2 (It) shows the appearance of 
sDch a compact leaf-trace as that of fig. 5, PI. v., in longitudinal 
view. The strand U of fig. 1, PL v., when followed in its downward 
course is seen to widen laterally, and in the position indicated in 
the figure by the letters It 1 it is scarcely distinguishable as a 
distinct strand. This gradual dying-out of the leaf-trace as shown 
in fig. 1, Fl. v., is Che expression of the fact that the tracheids 
gradually spread out in a slightly fen-shaped manner as the trace 
passes downwards and the long and comparatively narrow tracheal 
elements become shorter and broader, and finally join on to the 
large and flat tracheids of the metaxylem. 

m It 




The looser and less clearly limited appearance of the leaf-trace 
Mn in figs, y and 6, PL v., shows that the transverse sections 
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have passed through the trace at a lower level of its downward 
course than in the case of the leaf-trace It of fig. 5, PL v., whicli 
is just entering the zone of secondary wood. The greater separa- 
tion of the protoxylem groups — pa;, px — and the relatively greater 
abundance of parenchyma in the leaf-trace It shown in fig. 3, PL v., 
are features characteristic of a trace as seen in its gradual passage 
into the metaxylem of the stele. The more internal elements of a 
leaf-trace are the first to he replaced by shorter and broader 
tracheids and to place themselves into direct contact with the 
larger tracheal elements of the metaxylem ; this is illustrated by 
text-figures 3 and 4, which represent a longitudinal section of a 
leaf-trace seen at about that part of its course indicated by 2^ 1 in 
fig. 1, PL V. In text-fig. 3 the outer leaf-trace elements It retain 
their elongated narrow form, but on the side next the metaxylem, 
m, the tracheids are shorter, broader and more irregular, passing 
into direct connexion with the metaxylem elements. 

Section I. 10 shows very clearly the behaviour of the tissue 
elements of a leaf- trace as it passes down the stem ; the innermost 
tracheids first pass gradually into shorter and rather broader 
tracheids, and these are succeeded by still broader and shorter and 
less regular tracheids, which are often more or less strongly curved, 
and finally these elements become linked on to the short elements 
of the metaxylem with which the leaf-trace tissue is gradually 
merged. These changes are accompanied by the gradual spreading 
of the leaf-trace tissue in a radial direction — as shown in fig. 1, 
PL v., It, It 1. The shorter and broader tracheids which succeed 
the normal longer and narrower xylem elements of a leaf-trace in 
its downward course, are curiously irregular in width, being swollen 
or contracted as well as curved, as shown in the central part of 
text-figure 3. 

At the opposite side of the primary xylem to that on which 
the leaf-trace It, It 1 is seen in fig. 1 there are a few long and broad 
irregular and rather twisted tracheids between the edge of the 
secondary xylem and the typical short or flattened metaxylem 
tracheids; these represent the last indications of a leaf-trace 
which has descended deep enough in the stem to almost entirely 
lose its individuality. 

In the section reproduced in text-figure 4 the leaf-trace has 
almost died out, it is shown at a lower level than in text- 
figure 3; the leaf-trace tracheids are fewer in number, and are 
represented by a few comparatively broad and rather irregular 
elements. 

It would appear that each leaf-trace passes through approxi- 
mately four intemodes of the stem before entirely losing its 
individuality; in the deeper part of its course it is represented 
only by a few elongated reticulately pitted and nanower spirally 
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pitted protoxylem elements, the inner elements having passed over 
into the large metaxylcin tmcbeids. 




The structure of a leaf-trace as it passes in an obliquely 
horizontal direction through the secondary woud is shown in fig. 10, 
PI. VII. ; in the upper part of the section the secondary tracheida 
are considerably bent and contorteil; in the region a these begin 
to bend outwards and become continuous with the secondary 
tracheids of the leaf-trace. The central part of the brace a^, baa 
practically the same form as that shown in fig. 5, PI. v., but the 
primary strand is now enclosed by a zone of secondary wood, 
the outer elements of which are in continuity with the tracheids 
of the secondary xylem of the stem. The appearance of a leaf- 
trace as seen in fig. 10, PI. VII., resembles that of a stem of 
Beterangium, but there are certain differences in detail to which 
reference is made in the comparison of the Binney specimen with 
other Palaeozoic genera. tSection I. 7 shows the leaf-trace 
represented in 6g. 10, PI. vii., and Sections I. 5, 1. 6, and I. 8 also 
illustrate the convolutions of the secondary tracheids of the stem' 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the emergent leaf-trace. The 
transverse Section I. 2 passes through the stem near a leaf-trace, 
as shown by the oblique position and generally disturbed appear- 
ance of some of the tracheids and medullary rays. 

' CI. Lyginodmdron robuitum, Seward (97), PI. w. fig. 11. 
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II. Comparison with other Genera. 

The secondary wood of the new genus, as already pointed out, 
is of a type frequently met with in Palaeozoic genera ; it agrees in 
the abundance of the medullary tissues and in the character of the 
tracheids, with the wood of recent Cycads and with that of various 
extinct genera which may be included in the class Cycadofilices of 
Potoni^^ In the Binney stem the wood is slightly more compact 
than in the stems of Cycads or in many of the Palaeozoic types, 
but the general structural features are essentially those which we 
regard as characteristic of cycadean rather than coniferous planta 
In its detailed structure and in the broad continuous development 
of the secondary xylem we may compare the new genus more 
particularly with Lyginodendron robustum Sew.* and with the 
stem named by Renault — on evidence which is hardly satisfactory 
— Medullosa gigas^ 

The structure of the primary wood at once recalls that of 
Heterangiwm and Medullosa anglica Scott^ which is practically 
a polystelic Heterangium ; the parenchymatous pith of such genera 
as Lyginodendron and Caiamopitys^ affords an obvious distinction 
between those types and the present genua In the Heterangium 
stele, as Williamson and Scott and Renault have pointed out, we 
have tracheids which are confined to the stem and others which are 
common to leaf and stem ; as the former authors have shown, there 
is in Heterangium no sharp line between the metaxylem and the 
primary xylem strands which constitute the leaf-trace bundles. 
This is another feature shared by this genus and the one under 
consideration. There are, however, certain important differences 
which render it advisable to place the Binney stem in a genus 
of its own. I propose to designate this new generic type of 
Cycadofilices Megaioaylon, and the type-species Megaloxylon Scotti, 
connecting it with the name of my friend Dr D. H. Scott, whose 
researches have so materially extended our knowledge of the 
Cycadofilices, and demonstrated the importance of this extinct 
group from a phylogenetic standpoint. The primary perimeduUaiy 
strands in the stele of Heterangium, as also in Medullosa anglica^ 
are distinctly mesarch in structure ; the narrow spirally thickened 
protoxylem elements and the accompanjdng parenchymatous 
elements occupy an internal position, and are not external or 
exarch as in Megaloxylon, Another distinctive feature of the new 

1 Potonifi (97), p. leO. 

« Seward (97). 

* Renault (93), PI. lxxi. and (96), p. 297. 

« Soott (99). 

^ Solms-Laubach (96), PL it. 
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type is the unusually large size and the peculiar short form of the 
metaxylem tracheids, which differ both in their size and shape, 
especially in the latter, from those of Heterangiv/rn, as well as in 
their somewhat more irregular grouping. The difference in size is 
of little importance and indeed some of the metaxylem tracheids 
of Heterangium^ are almost equal in dimensions to those of 
Megaloxylon. The perimedullary exarch strands of tracheids in 
Megaloxylon are common to the stem and leaves and consist entirely 
of leaf-trace bundles; in Heterangium the peripheral mesarch 
strands are " greatly in excess of the number of orthostichies which 
appear to have existed'.'* Williamson and Scott describe the 
perimedullary strands in Heterangium as differing from those of 
Lyginodendron in not being isolated groups of tissue, but as 
forming part of a continuous mass of wood. The greater number 
of the peripheral strands in the former genus as compared with 
the number of orthostichies on the stem may be explained, as 
saggested by Williamson and Scott, in three ways : — " (i) the leaf- 
traces on joining the cylinder may have branched, or (ii) they may 
have extended down through a very large number of intemodes 
turning aside sufficiently to make room for each other, or (iii) it 
may be that some of the peripheral strands of the cylinder are 
cauline and not directly continuous with the leaf-trace bundles'." 
The structure of Megaloxylon suggests another explanation ; it is 
not improbable that the leaf-trace bundles of Heterangium in their 
downward course became laterally extended, and in spreading gave 
rise to a greater number of tracheal groups as described above in 
the Binney stem\ 

The fairly numerous protoxylem strands and the exarch 
structure constitute distinctive features of the leaf-trace of Me- 
galoxylon as seen in its course through the secondary xylem (PL 
vn. fig. 10) compared with the emerging leaf-traces of Lyginoden- 
dron^ and Heterangium, In the large undivided leaf- trace of Medul- 
losa anglica figured by Scott in nis Plate xi. fig. 10* there is a 
protoxylem strand in an apparently exarch position, and the 
general appearance of the Meaullosa leaf-trace resembles that of 
the corresponding vascular axis in Megaloxylon Scotti, In Medul- 
losa anglica this large leaf-trace gradually breaks up into the 
characteristic exarch oundles of the Myeloxylon type as it passes 

^ Of. Bection 1619 in the WiUiamson Collection, British Maseum; also HeUran" 
gium bikractense, Renault (93), p. 252. 

* Williamson and Scott (95), p. 747. 
> Williamson and Boott (95), p. 748. 

* My friend, Dr Soott, on seeing the sections of the new genus pointed out to 
me the possible bearing of the structure and behaviour of the leaf-traces on 
the question discussed in the joint memoir on Lyginodendron and Heterangium. 

* WiUiamson (73), PL zzyi. fig. 18. 
< Scott (99). 
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through the periphery of the stem ; in the material at present 
availaole we have no evidence as to the fate of the leaf-trace of 
Megaloxylon afber it emerges from the secondary wood of the stem ; 
it may, however, have entered the petiole in the form of several 
small exarch bundles, or as a single comparatively large strand. 

Heterangium has been described as possessing a stem which— 
apart from the secondary growth — *' is essentially that of a mono- 
stelic fern of the Oleichenia type^" In the case of Megaloxylon 
we may say that the primary stele agrees with that of Lygodium\ 
a monostelic fern with exarch protoxylem. In Lygodium, how- 
ever, the tracheids are all of the usual tubular form, and possess 
the ordinary scalariform type of pitting characteristic of ferns; 
but apart from these differences the stele of the Schizaceous genus 
affords a close parallel with that of Megaloxylon. 

The peculiar metaxylem tracheids of the new generic type 
distinguish the primary xylem of the stem from that of any known 
plant. The nearest approach to the large and short pitted 
tracheids is perhaps afforded by the so-called "speichertracheiden*" 
described by Haberlandt, Heinricher and others as modified 
tracheal elements— often isodiametric in shape — ^which are met 
with in the leaves of species of Capparis, Centaurea, Euphorlna 
and other plants in which they serve as elements for the storage 
of water, and belong to the category of structural peculiarities 
associated with xerophytism. The abundance of the large me- 
taxylem tracheids in Megaloxylon and their intimate connexion 
with the longer leaf-trace elements, lead one to entertain the 
opinion that this peculiarity in the anatomy of the MegaloayUm 
stele may have been connected with the function of water- 
storage*. 

The fern-like features in Lyginodendron are exhibited in the 
structure of the stele of the petiole as in the form of the leaves; 
this resemblance to the ferns has led Prof. Zeiller^ while recognizing 
the Cycadean features, to consider the genus as a member of the 
Filicineae; but the striking affinities with Cycadean characters 
revealed by the stem render the inclusion of Lyginodendron, 
Heterangium and other genera in the class Cycadofilices, a matter 

1 Williamson and Scott (95), p. 767. 

» Prantl (81), PI. m. fig. 34. 

> Haberlandt (96), p. 354. 

^ Since the above was written my attention has been drawn by Dr Soott to a 
paper by Bothert in the current number of the Journal of the German Botanical 
Society, in which parenchymatous tracheids with scattered bordered pits aredeeeribed 
as occurring singly or in groups in the pith of a species of Cephalotaxta. These 
short tracheids are regarded as most probably water-reservoirs ; they bear a dose 
resemblance in shape and most probably in function to those of Megaloxylo'it, bat 
in the latter genus they form a considerable portion of the primary wood, while in 
Cephaloiaxut they appear to be modified elements of the pith. 

» ZeiUer (97), p. 198. 
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both of convenience and of importance, as giving expression to the 
fact that the Palaeozoic types have furnished us with evidence of 
the best kind as to the common origin of the Ferns and Cycads. 
While Lyginodendron exhibits certain definite fern-like characters, 
the genus Heterangivm exhibits a still more decided leaning to- 
wards the Filicineae, the structure of the primary stele being an 
important additional feature of marked Filicinean character. In 
Megaloxylon we have a type of stem in which the primary xylem is 
distinctly of the fern type ; the protoxylem is external, and not 
internal as in Heterangium, but in recent ferns the xylem may be 
endarch, mesarch or exarch, and no great importance from the point 
of view of affinity to the ferns as a group should be attached to 
this point. On the other hand, the mesarch structure of the 
xylem of Heterangiuin, Lyginodendron and other Cycadofilices 
affords an important Cycadean character which is not met with 
in Megaloxylon, On the whole we may regard Megaloxylon Scotti 
as a member of the Cycadofilices possessing certain features not 
shared by other known genera, and as presenting in the structure 
of the primary xylem a more definitely Filicinean than Cycadean 
feature. 

Megaloxylon adds another connecting link between the Palaeo- 
zoic Cycadofilices and recent ferns ; in anatomical characters the 
two genera Lyginodendron and Heterangium approach most nearly 
to the Osmundaceae and Qleicheuiaceae respectively, in Megalo- 
xylon, on the other hand, the structure of the primary xylem affords 
evidence that the Lygodium type of stem was also represented in 
the Cycad-fem alliance which played so prominent a part in 
Palaeozoic vegetation. 



III. Diagnosis. 



Megaloxylon, gen. nov. 

The stem (probably) monostelic ; the primary wood, which is 
partly common and in part cauline, consists of tracheids and paren- 
chyma ; the tracheids are for the most part very short and large, 
with their walls covered with multiseriate polygonal bordered pits. 
The secondary wood is of the Cycadean type, characterised by 
broad medullary rays. The leaf-traces, which are exarch and 
probably concentric in structure, consist of long tracheids asso- 
ciated with xylem parenchyma ; each leaf-trace traverses the peri- 
pheral region of the stele through several intemodes, and finally 
passes through the secondary wood in an obliquely horizontal 
direction; the primary vascular axis of the leaf-trace becomes 
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enclosed by a zone of secondary xylem as it traverses the secondary 
wood of the stem. 

The phloem, cortical tissues and reproductive organs unknown. 

Megalozylon Scotti, gen. et spec. nov. 

In the type-specimen the primary single stele has a diameter of 
1 to 2 cm.; it consists of a peripheral leaf- trace region and a 
central metaxylem region; the metaxylem consists of tracheids 
varying in shape from isodiametric and somewhat flattened to 
more or less elongated elements, reaching a diameter — ^in the case 
of the shortest tracheids — of A mm., with numerous bordered pits 
on their walls. With the large isodiametric or even horizontaUy 
elongated tracheids occur some much smaller short tracheids and 
occasionally irregularly-shaped longer tracheal elements. The 
metaxylem tracheids occur in groups of varying size and form 
scattered through a parenchymatous ground-mass, which includes 
small secretory cells. 

At the periphery of the primary stele numerous strands of 
spirally pitted protoxylem tracheids occur in an exarch position ; 
these strands of protoxylem occupy different positions in regard to 
one another in different parts of the stem, according to the 
position in its vertical course at which a leaf-trace is seen. A leaf- 
trace has the form of an elliptical mass of long tracheids — with 
bordered pits on their walls and of somewhat larger diameter than 
the tracheids of the secondary wood, but much narrower than the 
large metaxylem tracheids — aasociated with short parenchymatous 
cells ; several groups (at least 6) of protoxylem elements occur on 
the external edge of the trace. As a leaf-trace passes deeper into 
the stem the tracheids become less compactly arranged and the 
whole leaf-trace becomes wider and less well defined; its long and 
narrow tracheids are gradually replaced by shorter elements of 
more irregular and variable form, and these are eventually linked 
on to the short and large tracheids of the metaxylem region ; the 
peripheral leaf-trace region and the axial metaxylem regions of 
the stele are in close organic connection. 

The secondary wood of the stem is made up of regular radial 
rows of tracheids with multiseriate bordered pits on their radial 
walk, and of broad and deep medullary rays composed of short 
parenchymatous cells. 

As a leaf-trace passes through the secondary xylem of the stem 
its primary tissues become enclosed by a zone of secondary 
tracheids and medullary rays. 

[Type-specimen firom the Lower Coal-Measures of Lancashire; 
preserved in the Binney Collection in the Geological Museum, 
Cambridge.] 
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Explanation of Plates. 

(Microphotographs by Mr W. Tarns.) 

7^ - primary xylem ; a? = secondary xylem ; It = leaf -trace ; 

px = protoxylem. 

Plate V. 

Fig. 1. Radial Longitudinal section. (Nat. size.) 

Fio. 2. Transverse section. (Nat. size.) 

Fig. 3. Transverse section through the inner edge of the secondaiy 
xylem and the tissues of a leaf -trace. (x24.) 

Fig. 4. Transverse section through part of the secondary wood. 

(x24.) 

Fig. 5. Transverse section through a leaf-trace encroaching on the 
secondary wood. (x24.) 

Fig. 6. Transverse section similar to fig. 3. (xl6.) 

Plate VI. 

Fig. 7. Transverse section through the primary xylem and the edge 
of the secondary xylem. U 1 — U 3 = leaf -traces. (x7. Slide 1. 1.) 

Plate VII. 

Fig. 8. Transverse section through the inner edge of the secondary 
wood and some protoxylem groups of the primary xylem. (x50. 
Slide I. 1.) 

Fig. 9. Longitudinal section through the metaxylem. (x50. Slide i. 8.) 

Fig. 10. Tangential longitudinal section through the secondary wood 
showing a leaf-trace. (xl6. Slide i. 7.) 
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The modificaMon and attitvde of Idolum diabolicum, a Mantis 
of the kind called '^floral simtdators" By D. Sharp. 

Plate II. 

The Insects composing the &mily Mantidae di£fer from other 
Orthopteia in that they are excessively voracious, eat only living 
animals, and have their front legs greatly modified for capturing 
their victims. 

During the last few years various notes have appeared relating 
to Mantises that look like flowers, and thus attract Insects to 
become their prey. None of them have been figured ; and as the 
colours of Mantidae fade greatly, and change considerably after 
death, and as the natural attitudes cannot be ascertained from the 
dead specimens in our cabinets, there is a difficulty in realising 
what the hcts really are. 

I was therefore much interested by a letter I received from an 
esteemed correspondent informing me that he had discovered one 
of these " floral simulators " shortly after taking up his residence at 
Mozambique on his removal* from Aden. In repl v to some questions 
I addressed to him, Mr Muir has been so kind as to send me the 
Insect, together with a coloured drawing representing its appear- 
ance during life. The species proves to be Idolum diabolicum^, a 
Mantis described by de Saussure from a specimen from the interior 
of Africa. De Saussure had no information whatever as to the 
habits of the creature and was probably guided in the selection of 
the name he applied to it by the peculiar shape and by the great 
development of the instruments it is provided with for the purpose 
of capturing its living prey. 

Mr Muir says, " like Mantis religiosa it assumes very peculiar 
attitudes, sometimes hanging by three or even two legs, and sticking 
one or more of the others out like twigs. The front legs are 
invariably extended readv to close in upon the deluded prey and 
are never darted out as tney are by M, religiosa. Its food seemed 
to consist of flies, Limnas chrysippus being rejected, even when 
hungry, and other butterflies only taken for lack of other food. 
Smdl bits of plaintain were sucked but never eaten. Bees and 
wasps were left alone^ The plant it is depicted on is a rose which 

^ I have to thank M. H. de Saassnre for answering some qnestions I addressed 
to him, and thas enabling me to feel sure that my determination of his species 
is correct. 

' It may be well to mention that this is contrary to the habits of varions other 
ICantids, which respect neither bees nor wasps ; while, of some of them, butterflies 
are a fsToorite food, those that are considered to be distasteful being freely eaten. 
The scattered observations that have been made indicate considerable variety 
u regards this point. 

13—2 



176 Mr Sharp, Modification and aUitvde of Idolum diabolicum, 

cannot be its natural plant as the only ones on the island are in 
our garden. I doubt if it has any special plant, but its coloured 
legs hanging from any tree form an attraction to flies. In order 
to test this I placed pieces of coloured paper on trees and noticed 
that flies would often fly down and at times beetles. The position 
given in the sketch was its favourite one whilst in captivity. The 
colours are fairly correct. In the dried specimen the greens have 
gone yellow and the fore-legs faded." In a subsequent letter 
Mr Muir emphasises the fact that /. diabolicum captures its 
prey, as this flies down, by closing the tibia on the femur, and 
not by darting out the leg as other Mantises do. 

Although the appearance of Idoltim diabolicum, as shown in 
the sketch (Plate II.) is very striking, yet examination shows that 
the modification from other Mantids is but slight; and a com- 
parison with what we know as to other Mantidae suggests that 
the question of most interest is the relation of the modification to 
the habits of the creatures. 

The points of modlflcatioii are (I) the great size of the front 
legs, (2) the colour of the coxae. 

(1) The front legs are remarkably large but the part of them 
that is most enlarged is the coxa. The increase of this part is 
effected not by an enlargement of the whole of the limb, but by 
the development on each side of it of a plate-like dilation. The 
slender coxa usual in Mantidae generally, and in the tribe 
Empusides to which Idolum belongs, is perfectly well-defined, but 
there is a large flap added on each side. These flaps appear to be 
similar in their nature to the large flaps on the thorax as well as 
to those at the tips of the middle and hind femora, and at the sides 
of the abdomen, and it is to be remarked that in this Insect there 
are also flaps on the middle and hind coxae. The possession of 
these appendages is a special character of Idolum and its immediate 
ally Gongylus ; they are more largely developed in Idolum than in 
Gongylus, being almost absent on the hind legs of the latter genus. 
In addition to this the front femur of Idolum has also a flap-like 
dilatation along its inner or upper margin while the spines on the 
upper side of the femur are of unusual length. The great shield 
or hood of the thorax is found in various other Mantidae ; it is 
seen in the family in a great variety of sizes and shapes, but it is 
at its maximum of development in Idolum. In the two allies of 
Idolum — Empusa and Gongylus — it is but little developed, there 
being scarcely any trace of it in Empusa, while in Gongylus it is 
small. Both of these Insects are floral simulatoi-s, and both of 
them use the prothorax as part of the simulation, but in Idolum, 
notwithstanding the great size of this part, it appears to be of not 
much importance in this respect. Idolum may therefore be de- 
scribed as an Empusid, with the epidermal flaps of the coxae and 
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thorax unusually largely developed ; the size of the Insect being 
much greater than that of its allies. 

(2) The colour of the front coxae, the second point of the 
special modification, is very striking. It is remarkable even in the 
dead specimen and has a very floral appearance during life. This 
special coloration is, like that of the petals of certain flowers, 
almost confined to one surface. The upper surface of the Insect 
is altogether more pallid than the under surface. 

The attitude assumed by Idolum is very unusual. In Mantidae 
generally the normal position of the front legs is that the coxae 
are held together so that their inner faces are not, or are but little, 
displayed. Idolum extends the front legs to an unusual extent, 
and thus fiiUy displays what is really the inner face of the coxa. It is 
this face that bears the petaloid coloration. If Idolum held the 
legs in the normal position the floral colour would not be seen 
because the two coloured surfaces would be pressed together. 

In short, the attitude assumed by the Insect is thoroughly 
correlated with the special modification of colour and structure*. 

Comparison of Idolum with some other Mantidae. The 
flap-like dilatations of the front coxae are analogous to similar 
structures found on the other coxae as already remarked, aud 
they are moreover similar to the lobes of Empusides and other 
Mantids concerning which de Saussure has made the following 
remarks : " The presence or absence of lobes on the abdomen may 
appear a rather unimportant {artificiel) character. But an atten- 
tive study indicates that in this family it is in direct relation with 
more important modifications. In fact, in those species where it 
is strongly pronounced all the parts of the body have a tendency 
to assume a lacerated appearance, often very striking. The elytra 
assume unusual forms (Gongylus); they are sometimes dicoupis 
(Aeanthops) or pointed and veined like leaves (Deroplatys); the 
prothorax also is often dilated in a leaf-like manner, and the whole 
Insect then has a singular form that recalls the appearance of 
vegetable objects, and renders they Insects eminently mimetic. 
These external modifications are naturally one with (solidaires) the 
nature of the life of the Insects exhibiting them, and hence they 
postulate certain internal modifications of which they are only the 
visible expression*." 

^ I may add that this attitude is possibly facilitated by some small external or 
internAl modification of stractare that I am not able to detect. The insect when 
sent to me by Mr Mair was not in the position I now exhibit it in, and which it 
will be noticed is exactly that of Mr Muir's tigare. When I received it the front 
legs were drawn together and contracted in the usaal Mantid fashion. On softening 
it with water so as to facilitate an exaniiuation of its legs, I fonnd that the position 
of extension they assumed on stretching was that shown in the drawing. In 
Mantis religiosa the legs can be brought into a corresponding position and retained 
there, only by aid of considerable pressure. 

• Mem. 8oe, Pky^. Getitve^ xxi., 1871, p. 2. 
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Whether de Saussure's view as to this probable correlation 
of the flap-like projections with internal conditions of which we 
as yet know nothing prove to be correct or not, it is clear that the 
special development of the coxae in Idolum, is merely another 
example of a feature that is common in Mantises. 

The same conclusion is true as to the petaloid coloration of the 
front coxae. In various Mantises, having the front limb of the 
shape usual in the family, there is a remarkable coloration of the 
coxa. It is well seen in the common Mantis religiosa of Europe 
where it occurs in the same position on the limb as the petaloid 
colour of Idolum. It is found in various degrees of development 
according to genus and species, and in some cases is variable in 
the individuals of the same species found in the same locality. 
This is the case with M, religiosa, where there is alwa3rs a lai^ge 
dark mark on the inner face of the basal part of the coxa, and in 
some individuals this mark takes the further development of be- 
coming ocellated, the dark colour surrounding a space of a clear 
yellow colour. 

It is unusual for the coxa to have a rose-like or purple colora- 
tion ; but in various Mantids a colour very similar to that of the 
petaloid coxa of Idolum is seen on other parts of the body. This 
is the case with the posterior wings of a Rhombodera from Borneo ; 
and in a remarkably pallid Mantis of a new genus brought by 
Mr Graham Kerr from Paraguay this colour is found on the small 
elytra, though there is no trace of it on any other part of the 
body. The petaloid coloration is in Idolum confined to the front 
coxae, while in Mr Graham Kerr's genus it is even more definitely 
limited and confined to the elytra. 

In a small Mantid of the genus Paroxypilus from Sydney the 
front coxae are unusually small, but they are in larger part red in 
colour, in striking contrast to the rest of the body and to the 
other parts of the front leg, which are of a metallic black tint 

In none of these cases have we any reason for believing that 
the peculiar and limited coloration is of any direct bionomic im- 
portance to the creatures possessing it. 

This comparative review leads to the conclusion that both the 
peculiar coloration and structure of the front coxae of Idolum may 
be secondary or correlative characters. 

If we extend our comparison to the attitudes of the known 
cases of floral simulators we note some remarkable facts. The 
following interesting account of the simulation of a flower by the 
European Empusa egena, by Krauss and Vosseler, has recently 
been published: "The mimicry this creature carries on is surprising. 
The second example, found at Saida, sat on a stone about the 
size of one's hand and imitated so deceptively a greenish-white 
anemone ( Windefiblilihe) coloured at the edges and bottom with 
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rose-colour, that I should certainly have overlooked it, if it had 
remained quiet. The legs were widely outspread, the head and 
thorax were directed downwards, somewhat like the stalk of a 
flower, the delicately coloured and veined wings slightly spread 
out over the abdomen directed upwards. In this position the 
creature at each approach began to move the wings to and fro, 
evidently to act like a flower swinging in the wind. As however 
a perfect calm prevailed this manoeuvre led to the detection of 
the Insect. Whenever I removed to a distance the wings and the 
abdomen were depressed. My companion and I several times 
tempted the creature to make use of this mimicry, and always 
with the same results" 

The habits of Oongylus gongylodes in India have been 
described by Dr Anderson, and his account is quoted at length in 
the Cambridge Natural History, Vol. v. I need therefore only 
say that in it the dilatation of the thorax has a petaloid coloration, 
and that the insect puts itself in a position that causes it to look 
like a flower, and that it makes swaying movements like a flower 
shaken by a breeze. 

The three genera, Empusa, Gongylus and Idolum, are closely 
allied. They all simulate flowers, but by means of colours placed 
in different positions on the body, and by structures that are also 
different in position and shape. All that the three have in common 
is the instinct or habit of using the different characters they 
possess for a similar purpose. 

To the considerations I have adduced we may add another — 
subordinate, but bearing directly on the point under considera- 
tion — viz. that in each of the numerous little dramas for the 
capture of its prey that an Idolum goes through in the course of 
its life, the attitude must be the first act. 

This study strongly suggests that in the evolution of the 
peculiarities of this species the attitude has played a primary 
part. 

Let me now briefly resume the points of this examination. 
Idolum diabolioum, though apparently highly modified for its 
special kind of life possesses no peculiarity but such as we may 
assume firom a study of other Mantidae to be capable of acquire- 
ment independent of their advantage for the purpose to which we 
see them put. The plate-like dilatations of the legs are of the kind 
alluded to by de Saussure as probably connected with physiological 
conditions of which we at present know little or nothing*. The 

» ZooL Jahrbueh Syst, ix., 1897, p. 627. 

* There is now some reason for supposing that the various sacs and expansions 
(of which wings are the highest condition) so frequent in insects are connected with 
the metamorphosis, and facilitate the accomplishment of that act, which is now 
Inown to be one of great difficulty and danger. 
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petaloid coloration is found on other Mantises in different parts 
of the body and in /. diabolicum exists on a part in which pig- 
mentation of a purposeless nature frequently occurs. 

On the other hand our comparative sketch of attitude and 
movement shows that they must be looked on as of more 
importance, and that they have probably preceded the modifica- 
tions. In other words, that in the past the function of catching in 
a particular manner has preceded the modifications of structure 
for doing so. 

Herbert Spencer has argued* that " function is from beginning 
to end the determining cause of structure." 

In the case of Idolum diabolicum we have seen that the habit 
or instinct has preceded certain moditicatiotis. The modifications 
may be described as the localisation and exaggeration of certain 
phenomena that are of usual occurrence in Mantidae. And the 
further question arises as to the aetiology of this localisation. It 
would at present be rash to endeavour to answer this question ; 
still I hope I may be permitted to say that I believe that this 
localisation of modification will ultimately be found to be due 
to the reactions between simple physical causes and the physio- 
logical processes of the creature. 

Description of Plate. 

Idolum diabolicum, female, natural size. The plate is made by aid of 
a dried specimen from Mozambique and of a coloured sketch of 
the Insect during life by Mr Muir. The Insect is represented in 
its favourite attitude; the position during life is a matter of 
indifference, and the creature may be either suspended or erect. 
The tarsi of the front legs are broken in the specimen, and the 
restoration of them attempted in the plate is bad, as they are 
made to look like spines. 

1 Principles of Biology , Ist edition, Vol. i., p. 167. In the revi-^ed and enUuiged 
edition of 1898, p. 211, the words quoted are altered as follows : " the achievement 
of function is, throughout, that for which structure arises." I think the original 
mode of expression is preferable as being less teleological. 
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On the origin of niagneto-optic rotation. By Mr J. Larmor. 

[Head March 6.] 

It is known (Phil. Mag,, Dec. 1897) that when in a material 
molecule there exists an independently vibrating group of ions or 
electrons, for all of which the ratio e/m of electric charge to 
inertia is the same, then the influence of a magnetic field H on 
the motions of this group is precisely the same as that of a rotation 
with angular velocity «, equal to ^eH/mC*, imposed on the group 
around the axis of the field, on the hypothesis that the extraneous 
forces acting on the ions are symmetrical with respect to this 
axis. This result involves the main features of the Zeemau effect ; 
it requires that the separations of the doublets representing the 
spectral lines arising from such a group must all be equal when 
measured in difference of frequency, or be inversely as the square 
of the wave-length in vacuum when measured in difference of 
wave-length, a relation which Preston has recently found to obtain 
for the natural series of lines in ordinary spectra. 

The object of this note is to point out that it is possible to 
deduce the Faraday effect from the Zeeman effect by general 
reasoning as regards any medium in which the optical dispersion 
is mainly controlled by a series of absorption bands for which the 
Zeeman effect obeys the above law, without its being necessary to 
introduce any special dynamical hypothesis. For this law ensures 
that the effect of the magnetic field on the periods of the corre- 
sponding free vibrations of the molecules is the same as that of a 
bodily rotation, say with angular velocity a>, round its axis : while 
the complete circular polarizations of the Zeeman doublets, viewed 
in the direction of the axis, shew that their states of vibration 
are symmetrical with respect to that axis. Thus, fi being the 
angular velocity of the displacement vector in a train of circularly 
polarized waves traversing the medium along the axis, the state of 
synchronous vibration which it excites in the molecules will have 
exactly the same formal relation to this train when the ma^etic 
field is off, as it would have to a train with the very slightly 
different angular velocity li + © when the magnetic field is on, 
the sign being different, according as the train is right-handed or 
left-handed. Now change of this angular velocity fi means 
change of period of the light : thus the propagation of a circularly 
polarized wave-train, when the field is on, is identical with that of 
the same wave-train when the period is altered by its being 
carried round with angular velocity ± o> and there is no influencing 
magnetic field. 
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This last result has been employed by H. Becquerel as a single 
hypothesis (suggested by Maxwell's notion of a magnetic field in 
this connexion as a vortex in the medium), from which to deduce 
quantitatively both the Zeeman effect and the Faraday effect and 
tnus correlate them, — "Sur une interpretation applicable au 
ph^nomene de Faraday et au ph^nom^ne de Zeeman," Comptes 
EenduSy Nov. 8, 1897. He shows, employing chiefly the quantita- 
tive results of his own previous experimental investigations, that 
this hypothesis is capable of providing a satisfactory general view 
of the whole range of the phenomena, and in particular that it 
leads immediately to a simple law of dispei-sion for the Faraday 
effect, namely, rotatory power proportional to XdnjdK when n is 
the refractive index corresponding to the wave-length \ measured 
in vacuum, a law which is in good agreement with Verdet's results 
for carbon disniphide and creosote. 

The preceding argument forms a general dynamical justifica- 
tion of this hypothesis for the case of all media in which the 
ordinary gradient of dispersion is mainly controlled by one or 
more powerful absorption bands beyond the visible spectrum, for 
which the Zeeman constants are the same : it also shows that 
Becquerel's hypothesis has an approximate validity when these 
constants are nearly the same for all the effective bands. In the 
immediate neighbourhood of any single band the dispersion is 
anomalous, and is controlled practically by that band alone : the 
application will then be exact, and in Becquerel's hands it has 
given a complete account of the excessive and anomalous Faraday 
rotation first observed by Macaluso and Corbino in sodium vapour 
for light adjacent to the D lines. As was to be anticipated, these 
simple general conclusions are consistent with the results of the 
more special dynamical investigations by FitzGerald and Voigt. 



PROCEEDINGS AT THE MEETINGS HELD DURING 

THE SESSION 1898—1899. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
October 31*«, 1898. 

Mr F. Darwin, President, in tbe Chair. 

The following were elected Associates, having been nominated by 
the Council : 

Mr R. S. Whipple. 
Mr J. C. McLennan. 
Mr R. S. Willows. 

The names of the Benefactors were read. 

The officers and new members of the Council for the ensuing year 
were elected, the new Council being constituted as follows : 

President : 
Mr J. Larmor. 

Vice-Presidents : 

Mr F. Darwin. 
Dr Gaskell. 
Professor Forsyth. 

Trecisurer : 
Mr A. E. Shipley. 

Secretaries : 

Mr H. F. Newall. 
Mr W. Bateson. 
Mr H. F. Baker. 

Other Members of the Council : 

Mr A. Scott. 

Mr J. E. Marr. 

Professor H. Marshall Ward. 

Mr A Harker. 

Mr A. Hutchinson. 

Professor liveing. 

Mr S. Skinner. 

Mr H. Gadow. 

Mr D. Sharp. 

Professor J. J. Thomson. 

Mr L. R. Wilberforce. 

Mr A. Berry. 
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The President elect, Mr J. Larmor, then took the Chair. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. On the Evaluation of a certain Determinant which occurs in the 
mathematical theory of statistics and in that of elliptic geometry of 
any number of dimensions. By Arthur Berrt, M.A., King's College. 

2. (1) Metrical Relations between Linear Complexes. (2) Apolar 
Systems of Quadrics. By J. H. Grace, B.A., Peterhouse. 

3. Certain Systems of Quadratic Complex Numbers. By A. E. 
Western, B.A., Trinity College. 

4. On Mittag-Leffler's Theorem. By H. F. Baker, M.A, St 
John's College. 

5. On the connection between the Chemical Composition of a Gas 
and the Ionization produced in it by Rontgen Rays. By Professor 
J. J. Thomson, Trinity College. 

6. On Convection Currents and on the Fall of Potential at the 
Electrodes, in Conduction produced by Rontgen Rays. By John 
Zbleny, B.Sc. 

7. On Velocity of Solidification. By Harold A. Wilson, B.Sc. 



November \4cth, 1898. 
Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Cuair. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. Orthogenetic Variation in the Shells of Chelonia. By Mr 
H. Gadow, F.R.S. 

2. Some points in the Morphology of the Enteropneiista. By 
Dr A. WiLLEY. 

3. Oil Lepidodetidroii from the Calciferous Sandstone of Scotland. 
By Mr A. C. Seward, and A. W. Hill, B.A., King's College. 



November 28<A, 1898. 
In the Chemical Laboratory. 

Mr J. Larmok, President, in the Chair. 
The following were elected Fellows of the Society : 

W. Welsh, M.A., Jesus College. 

W. M^F. Orr, M.A, St John's College. 

G. T. Walker, M.A, Trinity College. 

J. Graham Kerr, B.A., Christ's College. 

J. H. Grace, B.A., Peterhouse. 

E. W. Barnes, B.A, Trinity College. 
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The following Commiinications were made : 

1. On the Flame-spectrum of Mercury, and its bearing on the 
distribution of energy in gases. By Professor G. D. Liveing. 

2. On the Variation of Intensity of the Absorption Bands of 
different Didymiuro Salts dissolved in water, and its bearing on the 
ionization theory of the colour of solutions of salts. By Professor 

LiVBING. 

3. On the Comparative Colour of the Vapour of Iodine in Air at 
Atmospheric Pressure and in Vacuum. By Professor Dewar. 

4. On the Partitions of Numbers which possess symmetrical 
Graphs. By Major MacMahon, Sc.D., F.R.S. 



Janiictry 23, 1899. 
Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 
The following were elected Fellows of the Society : 

E. J. Bles, B.A., King's College. 
A. Willey, M.A., Christ's College. 

The following was elected an Associate, having been nominated by 
the Council : 

J. Burke, Trinity College. 
The following Communications were made : 

1. On Clouds formed by Ozone. By J. S. E. Townsbnd, M.A. 

2. (a) On Detectors of Radiant Heat, (6) on the Symbolic Inte- 
gration of certain Differential Equations in Quaternions. By H. C. 

POCKLINGTON. 

3. On the Motion of a charged Ion in a magnetic field. By Pro- 
fessor J. J. Thomson. 



February 6«A, 1899. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair 

The following was elected a Fellow of the Society : 
Dr E. Barclay Smith, Downing Collega 
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The following CommunicatioDB were made : 

1. Notes on the Inheritance of Variation in the Corolla of 
Veronica Buxbaumii, By Mr W. Batbson and Miss D. F. M. Pbbtb. 

2. On the Anatomy of a supposed New Species of Ccmopsammia 
from Idfu. By Mr J. Stanley Gabdineb. 



Fehrua/ry IQth, 1899. 

Mr J. Labmor, PRBSiDEirr, in the Chair. 

Professor H. Lamb, M.A. (Trinity College), Victoria University, 
was elected a Fellow. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. A semi-inverse method of Solution of the equations of Elasticity. 
By Dr C. Chreb. 

2. On Change of independent Variables and the theory of 
Cyclicants and Beciprocants. By Mr E. G. Gallop. 

3. On the Electro-chemical equivalent of Carbon. By Mr S. 
Skinneb. 

4. On the Ionization of a Gas by < EIntladungsstrahlen.' By 
Professor J. J. Thomson. 



March 6«A, 1899. 
Mb J. Labmor, President, in the Chair. 
The following Communications were made : 

1. Notes on the Binney Collection of Carboniferous Plants. 
I. Lepidophloios. By Mr A. 0. Seward. 

2. A Note upon the way in which Bones break. By Dr Joseph 
Griffiths. 

3. On the origin of Magneto-optic Rotation. By Mr J. Larmor. 



May \8t, 1899. 

At the Observatory. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

Sir Robert Ball gave a brief description of the Sheepshanks 
Telescope, and the following Communication was made : 

Reflexion of Sound at a Parabola. By Rev. H. J. Sharpe. 
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May I5th, 1899. 

Mr J. Larmob, President, in the Chair. 

The text of an address to Sir George Gabriel Stokes, conveying 
the Congratulations of the Society on the occasion of his Jubilee, was 
read from the Chair. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. Mr J. J. Lister exhibited larvae of Branchipus and Estheria 
reared from dried mud. 

2. Notes on the Binney Collection of Fossil Plants. II. A new 
type of Palaeozoic Plant. By Mr A. C. Seward. 

3. On the modification and attitude of Idolum diabolicuniy a 
Mantis of the kind called Floral Simulators. By Dr D. Sharp. 

4. On the product J« (x) J^ x. By Mr W. M^'F. Orr. 



June 5th, 1899. 

In the Cavendish Laboratory. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

This was a Special Meeting of the Society for the presentation of 
papers to be published in a volume commemorative of the long con- 
nexion of Sir G. G. Stokes with the Society. 

The following papers were communicated : 

1. On the analytical representation of a uniform branch of a 
monogenic function. By Professor M. G. Mittag-Lepfler. 

Prof. Mittag-Leffler gave an account of the scope and aim of his 
paper. 

2. The theory of groups. By Professor H. Poincar^. 

3. Ueber die Bedeutung der Constante b des van der Waals'schen 
Gesetzes. Von Prof. Boltzmann und Dr Mache, in Wien. 

4. By Professor A. Righi. 

5.^ On the echelon spectroscope. By Professor A. A. Michelson. 
Prof. Michelson exhibited and described his new spectroscope, and 
oaed it to demonstrate the Zeeman effect. 
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6. Application of the Partition Analysis to the study of t\e 
properties of any system of consecutive integers. By Major P. A. 
Macmahon, R.A. 

7. On Diffraction of solitary waves. By Lord Kelvin. 

8. On the Periodogram of Magnetic Declination derived from 
25 years* observations at the Greenwich Observatory. By Professor 
A. Schuster. 

9. A general method of determining free electric distributions by 
successive approximations. By Professor W. D. Niven. 

10. The influence of temperature on the absorption spectra of 
salts. By Professor G. D. Liveing. 

11. On the integrals of systems of differential equations. By 
Professor A. R. Forsyth. 

12. On the general theor}' of the optical relations of magnetism. 
By Mr J. Larmor. 

13. On the indirect determination of the frictional loss of energy 
for the flow of air along tubes, and other measurements with the 
pneumatic analogue of the Wheatstone Bridge. By Mr W. N. Shaw, 
and R. S. Cole. 

1 4. On the solution of two differential equations which occur in 
the Lunar Theory. By Mr E. W. Brown. 

1 5. Experiments on the oscillatory discharge of an air oondeuser, 
with a determination of " v '*. By Mr R. T. Glazebrook and Professor 
O. J. Lodge. 

together with papers by the Master of St John's, Mr H. M. Taylor, 
Professor J. J. Thomson, Dr E. W. Hobson, Mr E. H. Griffiths, 
Mr H. M. Macdonald, and Professor E. O. Lovbtt. 

Mr H. M. Taylor exhibited a model of the 27 straight lines on a 
cubic surface. 
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NOTICES. 

1. A limited number of complete sets of the -first Ten 
Volumes (thirty parts wd index) of the Transac^ona is in 
stock; sets may be obtained on aj^Ucation to the_ Secretaries 
of the Society. The price is £20 a set. 

* t 

• ' . \ * 

' , ' '.''.■.- 

2. Transactions. 

Vol. Xyill. is now in course of preparation, and will l)e sent, 
in paper covers, to Fellows and Honor^y Memberd marking 
application at the University Press, Cambridge. Bound (jopies 
will also be obtainable. It will form ^ special , volume com- 
memorative of the long connexion of Sir Q. G. Stokes with the 
Society, and will contain papers fey JProfessor MrrrAG-LKFFLEB, 
M. Poincar6, Dr Boltzmann, Professor Michelsqn, Major 
MacMahon, Professor Schuster, Pi-ofessor Liveino, The Master 
OF St John's College, Professor Fobsyth, Mr liAEMOE, Professor 
W. D. NiVEN, Professor Thomson, Dr HoBSON, Mr Glazebbook 
and Professor 0. J. Lodge, Mr W. Burn SIDE, Mr Shaw, Professor 
H. Lamb, Mr E. W. Brown, Professor E. O. Lovett, and others. 

5- Letters and Comnaunications for the Sofciety should be 
addressed to one of the Secretaries, 

Mr H. F. BAKasR, St John's College, 
Mr A. E. Shipley, Christ's Collie,* _ 
Mr L. R, Wilb)erforce, Trinity College. - 

Presents for the Library of the Society should be addressed to 

The Philosophical Libraryt 

New Mn9eum$t 

Cambridge. 

Members of the Society are requested to inform the Secretaries 
of any change of address. The Secretaries will be obliged also 
ff>r any corrections of the list of Members which wc^ issited in 
May, 1899. 
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On Semi-convergent Series, By Mr W. M*F. Orr. 

[Read 30 October 1899. v. Tramactiona Vol. xix] 



An Experiment on the Condensation of Clouds. By Mr C. T. R 
Wilson. 

[Read 30 October 1899.] 

The author gave an experimental demonstration of the pro- 
duction of cloud by the contact of layers of moist air of different 
temperature& 



The Skeleton of Astrosclera compared with that of the Phare- 
tronid Sponges. By Mr J. J. Lister. 

[Read 13 November 1899.] 

The structure of Astrosclera wUleyana, the representative of a 
new &mily of Sponees, obtained by Dr Willey in the Loyalty 
Islands, was descnbeo, and attention was drawn to the resemblance 
between its skeleton and that of some members of the Pharetrones, 
a group of sponges which are found as fossils in formations ranging 

VOL. X. FT. IV. 14 
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from the Carboniferous to the Cretaceous period. A differenec 
however exists in the character of the elements of which thi 
skeleton is composed. In Astroecleiu these are polyhedral massei 
having a radial arrangement of the crystals of aragonite whidi 
compose them, while in the best preserved specimens of the 
Pharetrones the skeleton is composed of more or less modified 
three- or four-radiate spicules, presumably of calcite. 

The case was considered of the representatives of the Phaie- 
tronids occurring in Triassic strata near St Cassian in the Tyrol, 
in which the skeleton often has a radiating structure^ in many 
cases closely resembling that found in Astrosclera. The view 
generally held by Palaeontologists is that the radiating structure 
of the St Cassian forms is secondary, and due to a recrystallizatioo 
in the fossil state, which has obliterated the original elements of 
the skeleton. This conclusion was held to be correct, notwith- 
standing the marked resemblance of the resulting structure with 
that of the skeletal elements of Astrosclera. 

While their similarity in this respect was rejected as evidence 
of affinity, it was pointed out that the resemblance between the 
skeletal elements formed within the living protoplasm of Astrth 
sclera and the bodies formed by purely physical processes in the 
St Cassian fossils may have a beanng on the problem of the mode; 
of origin of sponge spicules. \ 



Note on the nanie Balanoglossus. By S. F. Harmer, Sc.D., 
King's College. 

[Received 15 November 1899.] 

The generic name Balanoglossus (Delle Chiaje, 1829) has been 
shown by Carus and SpengeP to be synonymous with Ptychodsra 
(Eschscholtz, 1825); and Spengel has accordingly accepted the 
earlier name, retaining Balanoglossus, however, m a restricted 
sense. The species found by Eschscholtz in the N. Pacific was 
named by him Pt flava; while Delle Chiaje's species was the 
well-known Mediterranean Balanoglossus clavigerus. Both these 
species are referred by Speneel, throughout the greater part of his 
Monograph, to the genus Ptychodera, although on p. 359 he 
suggests a provisional breaking up of this genus into three; 
Ptychodera (s. str.), Tauroglossus, and Chlamydothorax, B, clavi- 
gerus is placed in Tauroglossus, in which Pt, flava is also doubtiuU}' 

^ Spengel, J. W., ** Die Enteropneasten dee GK>lfefl too Neapel," FawM «• 
Flora Q. von Neapel, IS Monogr., 1S98, pp. 12, 349. 
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bcluded. It appears, however, from Wille/s researches^ that 
Pi Jlava belongs to the genus (or sub-genus) Chlamydathorax 
a conclusion previously suspected by Spengel. 

The name Balanoglossue is retained by Spengel (p. 350) for a 
group of species including B. kupfferi and B, kowalevskii, largely 
on the ground " dass die Qattung BalanoglosstLS in diesem Sinne 
die primitivsten Formen umfasst, denen auf diese Weise der 
altbekannte Name gewahrt bleibt" 

Although feeling great reluctance to suggest changes in the 
nomenclature of the Enteropneusta, I am mduced to do so by 
having found considerable inconvenience in using Spengel's 
terminology, which does not appear to be in acco]*dance with 
recognised rules. Balanoglossus is cleaily a synonym of PtycliO' 
dera ; and although Spengel might have been justified in rejecting 
the older name on the ground that Balanoglossus had been 
univeTBally accepted by Zoologists for more than half a century, it 
would be difficult to maintain this position since the appearance 
of Spengel's great monograph and the adhesion to his nomenclature 
of Willey and other recent writers. Balanoglossus ought, there- 
fore, to disappear as a genus. I think that the restricted sense in 
which Spengel uses it is unfortunate, since the type-species (Delle 
Chiaje) is thereby excluded from the genus to which it properly 
belongs. Spengel's contention that the species placed by him in 
that genus are the most primitive of Enteropneusta is expressly 
controverted by Willey, and whatever conclusion (if any) might 
be derived from that argument thus loses its force. 

The disappearance of the familiar name Balanoglossus would 
be a matter ror regret; but I think that it may conveniently be 
retained as a semi-popular name for any species of Enteropneusta; 
--a practice which is commonly adopted m Zoological works. In 
order to facilitate its use in this way I suggest the new generic 
name Balanocephalus to include the species which are at present 
placed in Spengel's restricted renus Balanoglossus. The earliest 
described species belonging to this group is B. kupfferi, v. Willemoes 
Sahm, which would accordingly oe the type-species. Spengel's 
Bub-genus Dclichoglossus (p. 360) cannot well be accepted instead 
of Salanoceohalus, as it is expressly restricted by him to the 
species {B. loowalevskii etc.) with a long proboscis, and would be 
misleading if applied to the other species. If it is desirable, as 
Spengel suggests, to subdivide the genus Ftychodera, the application 
of the strict laws of nomenclature would necessitate the use of that 
name for the ClUamydothorcuc-groxm, and the introduction of a new 
generic name for Pt minuta and Ft samiensis. 

1 QuarL J. Mier. Sci., zl., 1898, p. 165, and Zool. Re9uUi, Part m., 1899, 

14—2 
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On certain outqrowths {Intumescences) on the green parts (g 
Hibiscus vitifolius lAnn. By Miss E. Dale (presented by Professoi 
Marshall Wabd). 

(With Plates Vin., IX., X.) 
[Received 15 November 1899.] 

Hibiscus vitifolius is a species widely distributed in Tropical 
and sub-Tropical countries. In different parts of the world il 
is subject to considerable variation, especially in regard to the 
kind and degree of hairiness of the leaves, the stems, and the 
green parts of the flowers. 

By some authors it is regarded as an annual or biennial, bj 
others as a perennial. Hooker^ says that in India the lower leaves 
are about four inches long; on the other hand Trimen* states that 
in Ceylon the leaves are generally about one or two inches in 
length. It is possible however that Trimen may be referring to 
H. truncatus Roxb., which, according to Hooker, is a variety of 
H. vitifolitis with smaller parts. 

Linnaeus' describes the species as '' subtomentose." 

De CandoUe^ states that, in Oriental India, the leaves are 
" glubriusculis," the capsule pilose. 

Roxburgh ^ who notes that in India the species flowers in the 
rainy and cold seasons, says that the plant is villous. 

Wright*, who gives the distribution of the plant in Oriental 
India as from Madras to Negapatam, and also in Malabar, 
describes the leaves as being, on the upper side, nearly smooth, 
or tomentose, on the under side more or less softly tomentose, 
and the capsules as " hairy." The same author in his " Catalo^e 
of Dried Plants'' describes one specimen, No. 210, as having 
''leaves very tomentose on both sides" and another. No. 211, 
as having "leaves more glabrous above." 

Hooker' notes that the species in the Niger Territory " differs 
from the usual East Indian state of the plant in the greater 
villosity and many stellate setae, or hairs, which, together with 
the toothing of the leaves, are very variable characters. In some 
varieties the plant is merely hoary." 

^ Hooker, Flora of British India, 1S75, Vol z., pp. 838, 389. 

< Trimen, Handbook of the Flora of Ceylon, 1898, Part I., p. 164. 
' LinnaeuB, Mantitta Plantarum<, 1767, p. 569. 

^ De CandoUe, Prodromu$ Systematit Naturalit Regni Vegetabilie, 1824, p. 450. 
" Boxbnrgh, Flora Indiea, 1832, Vol. ni., p. 200. 

< Wright, FrodromuM Florae Penintulae Indicae Orientalit, 1884, Vol. i., p. 50, 
7 Hooker, Niger Flora, 1849, p. 227. 
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Bentham^ who describes the Australian form of the plant, 
which is common in Queensland, says that the leaves are very 
densely and softly villous tomentose, the capsule hirsute with 
Bcattered hairs. He also compares the hairiness of the species 
in different parts of the world. In India it is usually shortly 
tomentose, in Africa more hispid, in Australia still more beset with 
rigid hairs. 

Grisebach' says that in the West Indies, where, in Jamaica, 
Dominica and S. Vincent the species has been naturalized from 
plants broufi^ht from the East Indies, it is ''velvety'' and the 
capsule " pilose." 

Oliver', describing the plant from Tropical Africa, says that 
it is *' villose, hispid or even aculeate.... The leaves nearly smooth 
or tomentose and villose. The calyx lobes are pubescent. The 
hairiness of the surface is subject to great variations." 

Hooker^ states that in British India, where the plant is found 
from the N.W. Provinces to Ceylon, and in all the hotter parts 
of India, the leaves are ** tomentose on both sides." 

Tnmen», describing the form found in Ceylon, says that the 
stem is wholly pubescent or has a line of pubescence down one 
side. The leaves are glabrous or with a few stellate hairs 
beneath. 

Part I. Anatomical. 

The following pages contain an account of the anatomical 
characters of certain outgrowths developed on the stems, the 
leaves, the green parts of the flower and on the young fruit of 
HUnscus vitifolius. 

The plants from which the material was obtained were raised 
from seeds sent by Mrs Lort Phillips to the Cambridge Botanic 
Garden from Somaliland. In November 1898, when the investi- 
gations were begun there were three plants all possessing out- 
growths. 

These outgrowths, which are entirely or partly colourless, are 
distributed, very irregularly, all over the green parts of the plant. 
In some cases they thickly cover the whole upper surface of a 
leaf, in others the whole under surfseu^e; or they may be distri- 
buted locally. Frequently they are more numerous near the 
edges or on the vems of a leaf than on other parts. A few 
leaves are quite devoid of outgrowths. Their size varies con- 
^derably. They may be so small as simply to cause the surfsice 

^ Bentham, Flora AuttralieruU, 1868, p. 215. 

< Orisebaoh, Flora of the British West Indian IslandSt 1864, p. 85. 

» Oliver, Flora of Tropical Africa, 1868, p. 197. 

* Hooker, Flora of British India, Vol. i., 1875, pp. 838, 889. 

* Trimen, Handbook of tlu Flora of Ceylon, 1893, Part I., p. 154. 
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of the leaf to appear roueh, or they may be as much as a quartei 
of an inch in length. Their shape is also variable. Some arc 
elongated and almost cylindrical, with a conical apex. Othen 
are relatively short and broad; some are lobed or branched. 
Frequently tne^ are massed together on a low cushion of green 
tissue from which they radiate outwards. 

On the stem the outgrowths are all of considerable size and 
occur singly. On the older parts of the stem most of the out- 
growths appear brown and shrivelled, but young and old stages 
may occur in close proximity. 

The formation of outgrowths usually begins on or near the 
edges of the leaves, most frequently on the upper side, but some- 
times on the under side, or on both. In most cases, though not 
invariably, the development of outgrowths is accompanied by a 
curling of the leaves downwards and inwards, and sometimes also 
by a drooping of the lamina (fig. 1). 

The outgrowths on petioles and stems are usually laiger and 
more numerous than those on the leaves. The outgrowths 
generally shrivel and die before the leaves, and in some cases 
there appears to be a succession of them, since the same leaf may at 
the same time have some which are dead and others which are aUve. 
On the stem there is a regular succession of outgrowths ; new ones 
appearing a little way below the apex and dying oflf lower down. 

On the green capsules there are always outgrowths which are 
usually particularly large and numerous (fig. 3). 

In addition to these outgrowths the stems and leaves are 
thickly covered with hairs, which even with the naked eye may 
be seen to be of three kinds : 

(1) simple straight hairs, 

(2) three-rayed, stellate hairs, 

(3) glandular hairs. 

The two former kinds are stiff, the latter delicate. The simple 
hairs occur all over the plant, the stellate hairs chiefly on the 
under sides of the leaves, for the most part on the larger veiD& 
The glandular bail's, which are to be found on all parts, are most 
numerous on the young stems and petiolea A portion of the stem 
(fi^. 2) seen under a lens, shows a number of delicate glandular 
hail's of great length, whose heads are each enveloped in a drop of 
secretion, often considerable in amount. Even after a piece of 
the shoot had been kept in water in the laboratory for a fortnight, 
these drops still retained their original size and form. Amongst 
the glandular hairs and evidently serving them as a protection 
are many straight stiff hairs, some of which are longer even than 
the glandular hairs. Irregularly distributed on the surface of the 
stem are the colourless outgrowths of irregular shape, some simple* 
some lobed, but never in groups as they are on the leaves. 
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Microscopical characters of the outgrowths, 

(a) On the Leaves, The oat&rowths on the leaves are of two 
types, one purely epidermal, and therefore colourless, the other 
consisting partly of epidermal and partly of sub-epidermal cells. 

An outgrowth of the first type, of median size, mounted as a 
solid object, is represented in fic[. 5. It consists, in this case, 
of two tiers of elongated cells whose walls, considering the fact 
that the outgrowths are part of the epidermis, are rather thin. 
The cells are usually twisted round one another spirally, especially 
in those outgrowths which are longer than the one represented. The 
most remarkable point in the structure is the presence of an 
apical stoma beneath which there is usually no cavity. These 
smaller and exclusively epidermal outgrowths are colourless, but 
the larger ones which contain a prolongation of the underlying 
mesophyll are green at the base. The structure of the outgrowths 
is rendered clear by a comparison of transverse and longitudinal 
sections. 

A transverse section of the leaf (figs. 4, 6 and 7) is bounded by 
an npper epidermis of large cells with a few stomata between 
them (figs. 4, 6 and 7) and a lower epidermis consisting of smaller 
cells with more numerous and smaller stomata (figs. 4 and 6). 
On both sides the cuticle is thin. The palisade tissue consists of 
a single row of elongated cells, and the spongy parenchyma is 
made up of about three rows of irregular cells. Scattered in the 
mesophyll arc large isolated cells containing mucilage. Certain of 
the epidermal cells also increase in size and become mucilaginous. 
In addition to these cells mucilage occurs in lysigenous spaces 
which lie chiefly near the vascular tissue in the leaf, and also in 
the pith and cortex of the stem. Cells containing crystals of calcium 
oxalate are generally numerous, both in the leaves and in the 
stem, but bear no definite relation to the outgrowths (figs. 14, 15 
and 16). 

Figure 6 shews, in longitudinal section, a small outgrowth 
consisting only of epideimal cells, which are elongated and in 
close contact with one another. They contain large nuclei and 
are lined, rather sparely, with a finely granular protoplasm. The 
nuclei, perhaps on account of the small quantity of protoplasm, 
are usually closely pressed against the wall (always the inner wall) 
and sometimes even appear very elongated. Imbedded in the 
protoplasm of the cells of the outgrowth, and also of the ordinary 
epidermal cells are numerous very small leucoplasts. Usually 
drops of oil, some minute, othera as large or larger than the 
nuclei, are abundant in all the colourless cells^ (figs 15 and 16). 

> These drops stain dark brown with l^/^ osmic acid, are insoluble in ether 
and alcohol, and swell with a^/^ potash. Their absence in some of the sections is 
doe to the meihodB of preparation employed. 
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At the apex of the out^owth are the guard cells of a stoma, 
which although of large size leads into no definite cavity. 

A longitudinal section of an outgrowth containing chlorophyll 
is seen in fig. 7. The palisade cells (since in this case the 
outgrowth is on the upper surface of the leaf) are prolonged 
between the basal cells of the outgrowth, with which, as well 
as with one another, they are, at least in their upper parts, and 
usually for their whole length, in uninterrupted contact. In the 
same figure, to the right of the outgrowth is represented a 
slightly raised stoma. Between such a raised stoma aiid the 
larger outgrowths there are, in the leaves, all intermediate forms. 
Altnough in general there are no cavities whatever, a few. 
especially of the smaller outgrowths, have a central lumen which 
places the stoma in communication with the cavities of the 
mesophylL In the case of the larger branched outgrowths there 
is a stoma at the apex of each oranch, and some also possess 
stomata near the base. 

A transverse section near the apex of an outgrowth of median 
size usually shews about four thin-walled cells in close contact 
(fig. 8). They are thinly lined with finely granul€ur protoplasm 
and contain numerous leucopiasts, and, firequeutly, oil-drops. The 
section does not pass through the nuclei, because, as the longi- 
tudinal section shews, these lie about half way down the elongated 
cells (figs. 6 and 7). 

In fig. 9 is represented a transverse section of an outgrowth 
in which there is a narrow but distinct lumen. 

Figure 10 shews a transverse section of an outgrowth which 
contains a prolongation of the mesophyll, and which also has a 
cavity. It will be seen that the cells containing chloroplasts are 
much smaller in diameter than those which are colourless. 

Figure 11 is a transverse section of an outgrowth in which all 
the cells, some coloured and others colourless, are in uninterrupted 
contact. This type is the more usual. 

Figure 12 is a cross-section (ie. parallel to the sur&ce of the 
leaf) of a part of the green cushion firom which arise some of the 
larger outgrowths occurring in tufts. The internal, chlorophvU- 
containing cells resemble in shape those of the palisade tissue, out 
their walls (which are of cellulose) are very thick. The section 
shews that the walls are strongly pitted. 

/3. Outgrowths on the Stem, These are all of large size, and, 
in their younger stages resemble the largest of those found on the 
leaves ; i.e. those with a thickened base, and are formed in the 
same way. 

In the course of their history the outgrowths pass throufifh 
three distinct stages which may be descnoed separately. Tne 
normal cortex of a young stem is limited by a one-celled epidermis 
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in which are a few stomata (figs. 14, 15 and 16). Below this is a 
layer, usually only one cell deep, but sometimes two or more, of 
thin-walled parenchyma containing chlorophyll and crystals of 
calcium oxalate. Within this is collenchyma, which also contains 
chlorophyll. 

(1) The formation of the outgrowth originates in the epidermis 
and in the subepidermal parenchyma. The latter cells first divide 
by periclinal walls and elongate radially, so that the epidermis 
with its stomata and hairs is lifted up (fig. 14). It is noteworthy 
that on the outgrowths of the stem stomata are very few ; probably 
this is to be correlated with the small number on the normal 
epidermis of the stem as compared with that of the leaf The 
walls of the parenchymatous cells formed by these divisions sub- 
sequently become much thickened (by cellulose) and strongly 
pitted. This green tissue may be many (5, 6 or more) cells deep 
or it may be almost entirely absent. As in the leaf it forms a sort 
of cushion on which the upper part of the outgrowth is placed. 
The overlying epidermal cells also divide by periclinal wails and 
elongate ntdially , at the same time becoming considerably distended 
and very thin-Walled. All these cells are colourless and contain 
numerous leucoplasts and usually also oil drops. In this condition 
all the cell walls consist of cellulose, and in sections treated with 
gentian violet and eosin they acquire a uniform pink colour. 

(2) At a later stage the outgrowths begin to shew signs of 
degeneration; the thick- walled lower cells begin to lose their 
cou^ur because the chloroplasts become smaller and paler (fig. 15). 
The protoplasmic contents also become somewhat reduced, but the 
cells of the outgrowth still retain their turgidity, their protoplasm 
and their large nuclei. 

(3) In the last stage (fig. 16) the outgrowth becomes cut off 
by the formation of cork, and this before any cork is developed in 
the adjoinine parts of the stem. The cork arises in the lowermost 
of the daughter cells derived from the original epidermal cells, 
Le. from the lowermost of the colourless cells. In these cells a 
new set of periclinal walls arises and may be traced from the 
epidermis at one edge of the outgrowth right across to the other 
sida The cells which are cut off, usually about three or four 
in number, become suberized and thickened, but the innermost 
remain thin walled ; the radial walls however are usually of some 
thickness. 

Afber the suberization of the cell walls has taken place the 
thin-walled colourless cells lying beyond them, which are cut off 
from their water supply, speedily lose their turgidity, collapse and 
shrivel (fig. 16). 
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The Hairs. 

(!) The stiff hairs. These are all unicellular, though 
before mentioned there are also stellate hairs which are usually 
three-rayed, on the under side of the leaves. The usual type 
consists, in longitudinal section, of a square, thick-walled basal 
part, which is not pitted and which is inserted between the 
epidermal cells and narrowed into a long sharp-pointed needle. 
Above the basal part is a large nucleus (figs. 4 and 14). 

(2) The stellate hairs have essentially the same structure as 
the simple straight hairs. 

(3) The glandular hairs are very complicated (fig. 17). They 
consist of a very large basal cell with a central nucleus surrounded 
by protoplasm radiating outwards towards the walls. Above this 
is usually one cell completely filled with dense granular protoplasm. 
This is succeeded by twenty or more cells, which in optical 
longitudinal section appear either to be undivided or to be 
divided by one or more walls parallel to the long axis of the hair. 
The head of the hair consists of a group of cells of which a 
longitudinal section usually passes through four. The two upper- 
most of these are surrounded at some distance by a thin wall. 
Transverse sections at difierent levels show, near the apex but 
below the head, a single cell almost filled with protoplasm and 
containing a large central nucleus (fig. 18). A section nearer the 
base shews the circular area divided into four cells, each of which 
has the form of a quarter of a circle. In each cell the nucleus is 
near the innermost wall, and there is a small vacuole (fig. 19). 
Sections nearer the base show the section to be irregularly divided 
into six or more cells, and in some cases the area is divided into 
as many as eleven cells, as represented in fig. 20. In these cells 
the vacuoles are larger. Round each of these transverse sections 
there is a thickened cuticle. Both kinds of hairs occur on the 
outgrowths of the stem and leaves. 

Part II. Experimental. 

In order to determine, if possible, the nature of the outgrowths 
and the conditions influencing their formation, a series of ex- 
periments was undertaken in the spring and summer of 1899. 

Of the three old plants from which material was obtained for 
the anatomical investigations, one had been raised from the seed 
sent from Somalilaud, the other two were grown from seed of this 
first plant. 

For the purposes of the following experiments seeds from these 
three plants were sown, on November 2l8t, 1898, in the Tropical 
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Pit, at the Cambridge Botanic Garden. From these seeds eight 
seedlings were obtained, and were, in January 1899, planted out, 
each in a separate pot, and allowed to ^w on, at first in the 
Tropical, and later in the Intermediate Pit, until June 1899. 

£ven when the seedlings were so young that they only 
possessed two foliage leaves m addition to the cotyledons, these 
leaves began to develope small outgrowths (fig. 21) which appeared 
merely as a roughness on the upper surface. 

On June 8th the following observations were made. The 
seedlings, which had been growing under identical conditions, 
very closely resembled one another. Each had from eight to ten 
leaves on the single main stem, and was beginning to put out, 
in the azib of the lower leaves, small branches, and in those of the 
upper leaves, solitary flowers. 

The first five or seven leaves were entirely free from out- 
growths, one or two just above these had a few, two or three still 
higher up were thickly, in some cases twy thickly covered, while 
the youngest leaves at the top were as yet unaffected. 

On June 9th the eight young plants were placed under varying 
conditions, viz. : — 

One in the Garden in an open situation. 
Temperate House. 
Water-Lily House. 
Tropical Orchid House. 
Cactus House. 
Filmy Fern House. 
Two were left in the Intermediate Pit. 

On July 24 the plants were all again examined with a view 
to determining the effects produced upon them by the altered 
conditions. 

The Plant in the open ground. The most striking results were 
obtained from this plant. It had completely lost all trace of out- 
growths and become exceedingly vigorous and healthy. Its leaves, 
instead of drooping, were spread out flat and almost horizontally 
and were much darker in colour than those in the houses. 

The Plant in tJie Temperate House, This differed from all the 
others in having outgrowths exclusively on the under sides of the 
leaves. It had however a few outgrowths upon the stem and 
some large ones on the green capsules. 

The Plant in the Water-Lily House. This had a few outgrowths 
on the under sides of the first four remaining leaves^ a larger 

^ It should be noted that by this time some of the older leaves at the base of 
the Bt«m had fallen off. 
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number on the next five. Of these five, the three lower had 
outgrowths only on the under side, and the two upper on both 
sides. Of the remaining three leaves two had slight outgrowths 
above, and the youngest leaf had none. 

The Plant in the Tropical Orchid House, The lowest eight of 
the remaining leaves had a few outgrowths, the next three were 
more thickly covered, then followed a leaf with a few outgrowths 
and another with many. In the last six leaves the outgrowths 
were confined to the lower surface. The remaining four leaves 
had outgrowths only on the under sides, and all but the last but 
two had only a few. 

The Plant in the Cactus House, This was more thickly but 
more irregularly covered with outfi;rowths than any of the others. 
The lowest remaining leaf was devoid of outgrowths. It was 
followed by two which were thickly covered, one on both sides, 
one only on the upper surface. Then came a succession of twelve 
leaves; all having some, in many cases numerous, outgrowths, either 
on both surfaces or only on the upper surface. The stem, petioles, 
and capsules were also thickly covered. 

The Plant in the Filmy Fern House. This plant was almost 
entirely free from outgrowths, but was very weak and unhealthy. 
The stem was tall and relatively thin ; the leaves small and limp ; 
the flowers for the most part had dropped off before opening. 

Plant A in the Intermediate Pit. This plant had not changed 
much since June 9th. At the earlier date the first seven leaves 
were free from outgrowths, the eighth had merely a rough surface, 
the ninth had many outgrowths, the tenth very few and the 
eleventh none. At the later date there were thirteen leave& 
Some of the lower leaves which were recorded on June 12th had 
fallen off and all those which remained had some outgrowths. 
The leaves on the middle part of the stem had most outgrowths, 
while the young ones at the top had few or none. 

The stem was fairly thickly covered and the carpels had many 
of large size. 

Plant B in the Intermediate Pit. This was almost exactly like 
the one which has just been described. 

It may here be noted in passing that the old plants from 
which the material had been obtained for the anatomical in- 
vestigations and which had been growing in the Intermediate 
Pit, were during the spring and summer exceedingly thickly 
covered with outgrowths. In some cases the leaves which were 
small, drooping and curled, suggested those of Mesenibryanthemum 
crystoUlinum l^cause they were so crowded with outn*owths (fig. 
22). But the nature of the outgrowths in the two plants is very 
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different. Kemer^ states that a leaf of Mesemhryanthemum ciystal- 
tinum, when separated from the plant may be left without water 
for a long time without withering. A leaf of Hibiscus vitifolius 
^was placed in water in the dry air of the laboratory and left for 
two days, when the outgrowths were found to have become quite 
dned up. 

The stems of these old plants were long and only slightly 
branched. The leaves soon dropped off so that only the tops of the 
shoots were leafy, and the axillary branches remained small. 
Both plants flowered but did not ripen many capsules of seeds. 

On the 16th of August the plants were all once more carefully 
examined. Daring the interval but little growth had taken place 
and some more of the older leaves had dropped off, so that it was 
not very easy to compare the condition of the plants at the 
two dates. All the plants except the vigorous one in the garden 
had nearly finished flowering, and all, except the one in the Filmy 
Fern House, had ripened some seed capsules. These seeds were 
collected and at once sown in the Tropical Pit. 

The condition of each plant on August 16th may now be con- 
sidered separately and as briefly as possibla 

The Plant in the Garden now differed still more markedly from 
all the others, not only in the entire absence of outgrowths but 
also by its numerous strong lateral branches which gave to it a 
bushy habit quite distinct from that of the weaker greenhouse 
plants. The leaves were large, flat and of a dark-green colour. 

The Plant in the Temperate House had also large leaves but of 
a much paler green. This plant like the other indoor plants had 
one main stem and only weak and comparatively small axillary 
branches. The outgrowths, though present on all but the two 
youngest leaves were still, with the exception of one leaf, ex- 
clusively confined to the under sides. 

Hie Plant in the Water-Lily House, This had altered very 
little. The leaves were slightly curved round at the edges. 

Tlie Plant in the Tropical Orchid House, This was still more 
thickly covered than the other plants, with outgrowths, especially 
on and near the edges, and on the veins, of the leaves. Their 
distribution was, however, irregular and their size, though generally 
large, was unusually variable. One older leaf had a few very 
large conical outgrowths on the principal veins ; another was 
densely covered above and below. 

The Plant in the Filmy Fern House had altered little, but was 
even more unhealthy in appearance. Most of the leaves had 

I Kerner, Natural HUtory ofPlanU, English edition, 18d4, Yol. i., p. 329. 
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fallen off and those which remained were small and limp, but free 
from outgrowths. 

Plants A and B in the Intermediate Pit, These were still 
almost exactly like one another. All the leaves except a few at 
the top had outgrowths upon them, almost exclusively on the 
under sides and round the edges of the laminae. The capsules 
in both plants were thickly covered with outgrowths. 

[Note. Some plants of Ceratotheca triloba which were being 
grown in the Intermediate Pit developed outgrowths similar in 
structure to those on the Hibiscus plants, but much less well 
marked. As in Hibiscus^ the outgrowths began near the edges of 
the leaves and chiefly on the upper surface. One of these plants 
was placed in the giuden by the side of the Hibiscus and here it 
developed no more outgrowths, while those remaining in the Pit 
continued to form them.J 

On Oct. 9th a final examination of the plants for the current 
year was made. 

In the interval since August 16th the weakly plant in the 
Filmy Fern House had died; the one in the Water-Lily House had 
been attacked by a fungus ; the other plants had not changed 
essentially. In some of them one or two lateral branches had 
attained to a considerable size. The plant firat placed in the 
gardens had continued to grow and was very much larger, stronger 
and healthier than any of the othera 

One of the old plants from the Intermediate Pit, which had 
also (in August) been planted out in the garden, beside the 
younger plant, had behaved in a similar way. The ends of the 
original main branches which had been covered with outgrowths 
in the house, had died, and new, strong and healthy lateral 
branches had been formed in their stead. The plant had in five 
or six weeks made eight new shoots at the top, besides about six 
small ones and one or two of medium size. Most of the old leaves 
had dropped off and those formed on the new shoots resembled 
exactly those on the other out-door plant, i.e. were devoid of out- 
growths. 

On the 9th of October these two plants were re-potted and 
brought into the Intermediate Pit. The one which haa only been 
out since August was unaffected by the removal, but the plant 
which had been out all summer flagged immediately and by 
Oct. 14th seemed as if it would at least lose all its leaves if it did 
not succumb entirely. In a few days the plant which had not 
been affected by the potting developed outgrowths on the upper 
sides of the leaver. 

In August cuttings were made from the plant which was in 
the garden, and, aoooraing to the Curatoti Mr Lynch, if these be 
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kept dry enough to remain free from outgrowths, they will not 
root, but if kept damp enough to strike they always develope out- 
growths. By October two of the cuttings were well rooted and 
still appeared fairly healthy, though they had developed out- 
growths. 

Other cuttings were made from the same plant in October 
when it was brought in from the garden. 

By October 9th some of the seeds sown in August had 
germinated. Twelve seedlings had come up from the seed of the 
out-door plant, two from the seed of the plant in the Temperate 
House, and not one from the seed of any of the other plants. 
Seeds had been sown from all the plants except the one in the 
Filmy Fern House, and that had not been able to ripen any 
capsules. 

Comparison of the plants described above. 

The eight plants, considered from the point of view of their 
behaviour to external influences, seem to fall into three groups, 
represented by the following individuals. 

I. The vigorous and healthy plants, devoid of outgrowths. 
(In the garden.) 

II. The feeble plant, with small leaves and few flowers, but 
practically free from outgrowths. (In the Filmy Fern House.) 

III. The remaining plants, with small axillary branches 
and with outgrowths on most of the leaves, which are usually 
bent downwards and inwards. 

Of this third group the plant in the Temperate House stands 
in some respects between the first group and the third. It 
resembles the plants in the garden by its large flat leaves and 
by the absence of outgrowths on the upper siaes of the leaves, 
but in habit and in the possession of outgrowths it is more like 
the rest of the indoor plants. 

Conclusions as to the nature and tfte conditions of formation, 

of the outgrowths. 

At present the evidence is insufficient to frirnish any certain 
conclusions* but as far as it goes it seems to point to the infer- 
ence that the effects observed are produced by the direct influence 
of external conditions. 

While the conditions were identical the eight plants were all 
essentially alike, but as soon as these conditions were changed 
the behaviour of the plants also began to differ; and the greater 
the change in external circumstances, the greater the effects 
produced upon the plants. For example, the cnange from a warm 
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and damp green-house to a dry^ open, and relatively cool position 
in the open air resulted in a complete loss of outgrowths and a 
vigorous development of the plants. On the other hand, change 
to the cool, badly illuminated, and very damp Filmy Fern House 
produced unhealthy conditions in the plant, without however 
resulting in the formation of outgrowths. 

The conditions of illumination, moisture, and (during the 
unusually hot summer) even of temperature, in the remaining 
houses, were not dissimilar, and the plants grown in them did 
not differ from one another essentially. In all the hoiises the 
illumination was very much lessened by white-washing the side 
windows and shading the roof with blinda The Fumy Fern 
House, which has a North aspect, whereas all the others look 
South, was particularly dark and quite sunlesa 

It would seem therefore as if the most important fisu^tors in 
determining the formation or non-formation of the outgrowths 
were moisture, light and temperature ; especially moisture and 
light. Dry air and a strong illumination prevent the production 
of outgrowths, while a moist atmosphere combined with strong 
illumination and a sufBciently high temperature appears to 
promote their development. 

The absence of outgrowths in the plant placed in the Filmy 
Fern House seems to be explained by supposing that the plant 
was so enfeebled by the very unfavourable conditions that it 
had not the necessary strength to form outgrowths, but succumbed 
without being able to adapt itself to its chanc^ed environment. 

These conclusions are in accordance with what might be 
expected from our knowledge of the habitat of the plant. Tnmen* 
says that Hibisctis vitifolius is common in the low country of 
Ceylon, especially in the dry region. 

As to the nature of the outgrowths, the evidence so iar avail- 
able would seem to show that they are pathological. 

Euntze' states that in certain Malvaceae, including some 
species of Hibiscus, the epidermis is capable of swelling, and 
sometimes its cells even divide, to form an aqueous tissua 
This swelling is promoted by the presence of mucilage. Each 
epidermal cell may become as many as twenty times its original 
size by the addition of water, which these cells can themselves 
absorb directly. In the very delicate leaf of Hibisctis micranthda 
the swollen epidermis on each side may be thicker than the green 

1 Note. During (he past summer (1899), owing to a long-continued drought, 
the air was particularly diy, more especially as, besides the absence of rain, there 
wan a great deal of Runshiue and a prevalence of Northerly and Easterly winds. 

• Trimen, Handbook to tJie Flora of Cnjlon, 1893, Part I., p. 164. 

> Euntze, ** Beitriige zur vergleicbenden Anatomic der Malvaoeae," Bot^ CetU^ 
1891, pp. 198—200. 
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tiasue lying between. A similar behaviour occurs in BombcLx 
eruMfUhos. 

In 8ome cases sinfi;le cells divide, but usually they only swell. 
In Ghorieia (uperifolia and Quararibea Jloribunda the whole 
surface of the epidermis does not swell regularly, but parts of it 
rise up " island-like " and specially strongly. 

As Kuntze does not figure any cases of swollen epidermis it 
is diflBcult to compare the appearances he describes with those 
which occur in Hibieeua viti/olitu, or to determine whether there 
is any relation between them. 

Evidently the author regards the occurrence he describes as 
normal and not pathological, and, as far as it is possible to judge 
firom a description, the swellings he notes are different from those 
in Hibiscus viti/olius. Certainly the outgrowths in Hibiscus 
viUfolius are not an aqueous tissue as was shewn by the ex- 
periment recorded above (p. 14). 

But the fact that the epidermis, not only in the same &mily, 
but in the same genus, is capable of swelling, apparently as 
a normal process, is iu itself interesting and sugeestive when 
considered in connection with the outgrowths in Hibiscus viti- 
folius. It seems not impossible that, under glass, the develop- 
ment of some powerfully osmotic substance may be favoured, 
which is not formed in the open. No such body has however 
been detected in the cells, and the matter needs further investi- 
gation. 

Kuntze does not say under what conditions the swelling of the 
qpidermis takes place, so that again it is impossible to compare 
the phenomena he describes with those in H. viti/olius. 

It may here be noted that Haberlandt^ describes certain plants 
in which the stomata are normally raised above the level of the 
epidermis. In some cases the lifbine up is scarcely noticeable, but 
in others, as, for example, in the peduncle of Gucwrbita Pepo, it is 
80 strongly marked that the stoma is placed at the apex of a 
spherical or cylindrical papilla whose lumen is continuous with the 
respiratory cavity. The biolqeical importance of this position of 
the stomata is uncertain. From the circumstance that raised 
stomata not infrequently occur in plants which grow in damp and 
shady situations, as for example in different ferns, it may in 
Haberlandt's opinion be inferred that the exposed position of the 
stomata may be a means of promoting transpiration. 

Outgrowths, comparable to those of Hibiscus, but quite 
definitely pathological, and differing considerably in structure, 
have been described by several authors, on different plants. 
Amongst these may be mentioned the following : — 

> Haberlandt, Phifiiologitehe PJIaiuenanaUmie, 1896, p. 406. 
VOL. X. PT. IV. 16 



206 ifiw Dale, On certain outgrowths {Intumeecences) 

Tomaschek^ describee on Ampelopeia hederacea, generally on 
the young twigs, the tendrils, the leaf-stalks and on the back of 
the leaf veins, but especially on the stipules, certain " pearl-" or 
** drop-like" outgrowths which were not due to parasitic plants or 
animals, but to external conditions. Of these conditions Tomaschek 
regards light as the most important, because the outgrowths 
occurred most abundantly on some etiolated twigs which had 
grown into a half-dark garret, and because on the normal parts of 
the plant there were only a few on the sunny side of the stem. 

The outgrowths arise in the young parts of the axis which 
are still in tne bud. They only occur mIow a stoma, and there is, 
at the apex of each outgrowth, a scarcely modified stoma. The 
outgrowth begins in the subepidermal parenchymatous cells 
below the stoma These elongate and block the respiratory 
cavity. Later they increase in number and lift up the epidermis 
and guard-cells to form an outgrowth which becomes constricted 
at the base until it is nearly spherical Later, in the autumn, 
Tomaschek found the place of these outgrowths occupied by 
lenticels. 

This author considers that the outgrowths may by blocking 
up the stomata, reduce the quantity of oxygen entering the plant, 
so that, in consequence, the formation of organic acids is 
diminished, and the decomposition of the chlorophyll in the dark 
is retarded. 

The appearances described by Tomaschek resemble in many 
points those on Hibiactu, the main point of difference bein^ 
that the outgrowth not only begins in, but is practically confined 
to the chlorophyll-bearing cells below the stoma, while the epider- 
mis (as fax as can be judged without figures) is merely lifted up, 
whereas in Hibiecus vitifoUus the latter is the tissue chiefly 
concerned. 

Also, Tomaschek does not mention the occurrence of the out- 
growths on the laminae of the leaves, and in Hibiscus they are 
abundant there. As in Hibiscus, so in Ampelopsis^ the outgrowths 
ultimately dry up. 

Masters' mentions, but does not describe, some ^* warts " which 
appear on the leaves of potatoes, when grown in too close and 
moist an atmosphere. They resemble those which occur on vine- 
leaves. 

Frank' and Sorauer^ have described in various plants out- 

1 Tomaaohek, "Ueber pathogene Emergenzen aof Ampeloptit hederaua,** 
Oe$ter. Bot, ZeiUehrift, 1879, p. 87. 

' Oardener'$ Ohroniele, 1870, p. 802. 

' Frank, KrankheiUn dir P/ftafuen, Bd. m., 1896, p. 818. 

4 Soraaer, Handbueh der Pftanzenkrankheiten, Zweito Auflage, Bd. i., 1886, 
pp. 222—227, 288—237. **Die Lohkraiikheit an Kiraoben/' Bat. ZHtmg, 1889, 
p. 182. 
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growths which all have some points of resemblance with those 
on Hibiscus while at the same time they differ from them not a 
.little. But they are important because in all cases the conditions 
of their formation seem to be identical with those in Hibiscus, 

The outgrowths occur on leaves, or, more commonly in shoots, 
either of the current year or of the preceding year or years. In 
all cases the sub-epidermal tissue is concerned. In leaves the 
chlorophyll-beaiing cells, in stems the cortical cells, especially 
those lyin^ between the bundles of bast, as far as the cambium 
and sometimes even including the wood, are the parts which form 
the swelling. 

In a leaf or young stem the sub-epidermal cells, in an older 
stem the cells beneath the cork-layer, begin to form the outgrowth 
by considerable elongation in a radial direction. In some cases 
this elongation is accompanied by little or no cell-division, so that 
the number of cells remains about the same. Sooner or later 
these tubular cells always break through the epidermis, or cork- 
layer, as the case may be, so that a wound is formed, by which 
the plant is rendered liable to the attacks of parasitic plants and 
animals. In many cases described by Sorauer and by Frank, 
the tissues are affected as £gur as, and including, the cambium. 
This inclusion of the cambium leads to a pathological development 
of the wood which is formed subsequently. Thus all the tissues 
in the stem are, or may be, included in the development of the 
outgrowth, and serious malformations, accompanied by splitting, 
are the result 

In Hibiscus vitifolius, on the contrary, the outgrowth is much 
more superficial since it either consists exclusively of the epidermis 
or of the epidermis and the celb immediately below it. And, 
since the layer of cork which cuts off the outgrowth forms an 
efficient protection to the deeper cortical tissue, no wound is ever 
formed, and no splitting takes place. The superficial tissues only 
are affected and these but for a time, so that, after the outgrowths 
have been cut off by cork, the stem simply continues its normal 
growth. 

It would seem therefore as if the formation of outgrowths in 
Eibiscus vitifolius were a response on the part of the plant to an 
alteration in the surrounding conditions, a response which is in 
some respects more of the nature of a variation than a disease. 

If, instead of the dry atmosphere which is most favourable to 
the mwth of the plant, damp air be substituted, transpiration is 
checked. As a means of compensating for the reduced transpira- 
tion, the plant stores the superfluous water, which it cannot get 
rid of, in outgrowths on its stems and leaves. If the humidity is 
only temporary, as is the case in the countries of which the plant 
is a native, where there is an alternation of wet and dry seasons, 

15—2 
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these efforts on the part of the plant might be sufficient, but 
where the change to a damp atmosphere was permanent, patho- 
logical conditions would supervene and ultimately death would 
ensue. These pathological conditions would not be due to the 
outgrowths, but to the inadequate transpiration (caused by damp- 
ness) which checks metabolism. For example, the plant grown m 
the Filmy Fern House became thus diseased without the formation 
of outgrowths. 

It still remains to be proved whether, as seems most likely, 
a moist atmosphere is the important factor, or a damp soU. 
Hitherto authors do not seem to have distinguished between the 
effects of damp air and damp soil. It seems probable that, if 
the air be dry enough to allow of the necessary transpiration, a 
damp soil might even promote the healthy growth of the plant 
If this be so then it follows that there is not actually too much 
water in the plant, but that the plant cannot get rid of it. The 
plant in the Cactus House seems to give evidence in favour of 
this view. In this case the roots were kept dry, but outgrowths 
appeared, probably because of the dampness of the atmosphere 
in the Cactus House at the time. 

It is proposed to make further experiments next summer, in 
order to aetermine the relation between the absorption of water 
by the roots, and transpiration, and also to determine the relative 
importance of light, heat and moisture as fieu^tors in promoting 
or hindering the development of outgrowths. 

Note. The ereat variability in the hairiness of this species in 
different parts of the world (see Floras of India, Afirica, Australia, 
Ceylon, &c.) may be connected with the question of transpiration. 

I would take this opportunity of expressing my grateful thanks 
to Professor Marshall Ward for allowinfif me to work in the Botanical 
Laboratory, and for the unfedling kindness and help which he has 
continually extended to me during my investigations, which were 
undertaken at his suggestion. 

My sincere thanks are also due to Mr Lynch, Curator of the 
Botanic Garden, for the readiness with which he has helped me 
to carry out my experiments, and for the care and trouble which 
he has bestowed upon them. 

Ezplajiation of Plates. 

(Plates VIII. IX, X.) 

Fio. 1. Young shoot, natural size, with outgrowths on the stentf 
and leaves. 

Fio. 2. Part of the stem (magnified about four times) shewing 
outgrowths and also glandular and stiff hairs. 

FiQ. 3. Young capsule (natural size) covered with outgrowtha 
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Fig. 4. Vertical section of leaf shewing varioas forma of out- 
growtha M, mucilage celL 

Fia. 5. Outgrowth from a leaf seen as a solid object. 

Fio. 6. Transverse section of a leaf shewing a small outgrowth 
on the upper sida M, mucilage cell. 

Fia. 7. Larger outgrowth, containing mesophyll, on the upper side 
of a leaf. M. mucilage cell. 

Fig. 8. Transverse section of a small outgrowth near its apex. 

Fio. 9. Transverse section of a small outgrowth, nearer the leaf 
than the preceding. 

Fig. 10. Transverse section of a larger outgrowth, contaiDing 
ddorophyll. 

Fio. 11. A section similar to fig. 10, but nearer the leaf. 

Fig. 12. A horizontal section of a portion of the leaf in the region 
of the base of an outgrowth. The chlorophyll-containing cells belong 
to the mesophyll ; the others to the epidermis. 

Fio. 13. Longitudinal section (partly optical) of an outgrowth on 
the stem. The outgrowth bears two simple hairs. At the base, below 
the epidermis of the stem, is coUenchyma. 

Fio. 14. Young outgrowth on the stem (more highly magnified.) 

Fia 15. Older outgrowth on the stem. 

Fio. 16. Old outgrowth on the stem, shewing the formation of the 
cork layer. 

Fio. 17. Optical longitudinal section of a glandular hair. 

Fio. 18. Transverse section of a glandular hair below the head. 

Fio. 19. Transverse section nearer the leaf than the previous 
section. 

Fig. 20. A similar section still nearer the leaf. 

Fio. 21. Young seedling with small outgrowths on the leaves and 
cotyledons. 

Fig. 22. Leaf, from an old plant, densely covered with out- 
growths. 

N.B. Figures 1, 2, 3, 15, 16, 17, 22 are on Plate VIII ; Figures 4, 
6, 7, 14 are on Plate IX; Figures 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 
21 are on Plate X. 
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On the condition th<U five straight lines situated in a space of 
four dimensions should lie on a quadric. By H. W. Richmond, 
M.A., Fellow of King's College. 



{Received 22 November, 1899.] 



The customary symbol iSn being used to denote a space of n 
dimensions, let a, &, c, d, e, stand for five straight lines situated 
in 84. Each two of the lines lie in and determine an 8^, and 
each three of the lines are intersected by one line and one only, 
viz. the line common to the three S,*s determined by each two of 
them : thus the lines a and b determine an S^, — denoted hereafter 
by (ab\ — which contains them ; and the three lines a, 6, c are met 
by a unique line (aic), the intersection of the three S^s (be), (ca), 

A quadric in 84, (that is to say a locus in 84 whose points 
satisfy a single condition of the second order), may be made to 
satisfy fourteen conditions; one quadric for example will pass 
through fourteen arbitrarily chosen points; and again, since to 
contain a straight line in its entirety imposes three conditions 
on a quadric, one quadric will pass through four arbitrarily 
chosen straight lines and two arbitrarily chosen points. Clearly 
then the five straight lines a, 6, c, d, e, do not as a rule lie on 
a quadric, and, in order that they may do so, a condition has 
to be fulfilled. It is a geometrical form in which this condition 
may be expressed that I propose to investigate. 

Supposing that a, ft, c, d, e the five lines in 84 lie on a quadric 
a, I imagine the 84 immersed in and sun'ounded by a space office 
dimensions, 8^, Through q there pass an infinity of quadrics in 
the ^5, any one of which I select and denote by Q. Now a 
quadric in 8^ has properties recalling those of quadrics in space 
of three dimensions : there lie on it an infinite number of St% 
which form two distinct families: two 8^% one from each family, 
pass through every line that lies on the quadric. Two jS^'s lying 
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on the quadric which belong to different £Eiimlies sometimes have 
a common line» but ffenendly have no common point whatever; 
but two /S^'s that bdong to the same family always have one 
common point. 

Since the lines a, b, c, d, e, lie on Q, through each pass two S^'s 
that lie wholly on Q, I confine my attention to five out of these 
ten jS^'s which are members of the same family, and arrive at the 
theorem that through the five lines a, b, c, d, e, can be drawn five 
S^'b in St of which each two have one point common. 

It is true conversely that, if five jS,'s situated in 8^ be such 
that each two of them have one point in common, they lie on 
a quadric. For a quadric in 8^ can be chosen to fulfil twenty 
conditions, and may therefore be made to pass through the ten 
points each common to one pair of the five S^'s, and ten others 
taken at random, two on each of the five S^'s, Since this quadric 
has been made to pass through six points on each of the five S^s, 
each of the five S^'a must lie wholly upon it, and every 84 in the 
j9, will cut them in five straight lines which lie on a quadric in 
the 84. Thus we have the theorem : — 

In order that five lines in 84 should lie on a quadric, it is 
necessary and sufficient thai they should be sections of five S^^s 
in Sg 0/ which each two have one point in common. 

For the sake of investigating the consequences of this pro- 
perty, let A, B, C, A ^\ be five S^'b situated in S^ of which each 
two have a common point. It follows that each two of them lie 
in an 84 ; and I shall denote the point common to A and B by 
(a/3) and the 84 which contains A and B by (AB), Every space 
of four dimensions in the 8^ intersects A,B,C, D, E, in five lines 
a, 6, c, dj e, which lie on a quadric, and intersects the ten 84B 
(AB), (ilC7), ... etc. in ten £f,'s (a5), (oc), ... etc., each of which 
contains two of the five lines a, ft, c, d, e. The points (o^), (07), . . . 
eta are lost when a section is taken, but the line which joins two 
of them gives a single point, the 8^ containinc^ three of them a 
line, ... etc. in the four-dimensional space by which the section is 
made. For instance, the line ioininfi; (a)9) and (07) lies in the 
S^, A and in the 84, (BG) ; it follows that the space of four dimen- 
sions which meets A, B, (7, i), E^ in the lines a, ft, 0, d, e, will 
meet the line joining (afi) (07) in the point where a meets the 
S,(6c). 

Consider now the 84 which contains the points (a7), (76), (6)9), 
(fiS), (Sa), and the lines which join each pair of them : five of 
these lines join two points such as (a7) and (fiB) represented by 
symbols which have no letter common and are passed over ; the 
other five are of the kind just considered, and, since they lie in 
an 84, their sections by a space of four dimensions are five points 
ntuated in an jS,. It is in fact established that 
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If five lines a, b, c, d, 0, situated in a space of four 
lie on a quadric, the five points which are tke intersections of 

ihe line a with (cd), the 8^ containing c and d, 

b ... (de), d ... e, 

c ... (ea), e ... a, 

d ... (ah), a ... b, 

e ... (be), b ... Cy 

lie in a spa^ of three dimensions. 

The point of intersection of a and (cd) is the point of a where 
it is met by the line (acd), the unique line which intersects (l, e 
and d There are six points such as this on each of the five lines 
a, b, c, d, e, that is to say thirty in all, and by taking the different 
cyclical orders of the five lines we find twelve Sf/s, each containing 
five of the thirty points. The twelve /S^'s bl\ into two groups of 
six, corresponding^ to the following arrangements of order of the 
five lines a> b, c, a, e ; — 

First group : 

(ahcde), (ahdec), (abecd), (acbed), (acdbe), (adbce); 
Second group : 

(acebd), (add>e), (aedbc), (abdoe), (adecb), (abedc); 

one 89 firom each group passing through each of the thirty points. 
Another form of the condition that the five lines a, 0, c, d, e, 
lie on a quadric may be mentioned, viz. that the three pairs of 
points of the line e where it meets the iS,'s 

(ab), (cd), -(oc), (bd), -(od). (6c), 

should be in involution. 
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On the Influence of Temperature, and of Various Solvents, on 
the Absorption Spectra of Didymium and Erbium Salts. By 
Professor Liveinq. 

[Bead 27 November, 1899.] 

Prof. Liveing exhibited a number of photographs prepared to 
illustrate his paper on the absorption spectra of solutions of salts 
of Didymium and Erbium in various conditions of dilution, and 
temperature, and in various solvents, which was communicated to 
the Society at the Stokes Jubilee meeting. These photographs 
shewed that dilution produced no increase of the intensity of the 
absorptions when the thickness of the absorbent was proportioned 
to the dilution. In strong solutions of the chlorides a diffuse 
continuous absorption creeps down the spectrum from the most 
reirangible end and extends further as the solution is more con- 
centrated. This is not seen with most chlorides, not even with 
that of aluminium, but is shown by strong solutions of hydrochloric 
acid in water and in alcohol. The nitrates shew a somewhat 
similar general absorption, and also a widening of some of the 
bands as the solutions become more concentrated. 

The effect of acidifying the solutions is to make the absorptions 
generally more diffuse, but not sensibly to weaken them, and to 
extend the general absorptions at the most refrangible end. A 
rise of temperature from about 20"^ C. to 97'' or 98"^, also makes 
the bands more diffuse, but does not increase their intensity. It 
seems to the author improbable that the metallic atoms should 
maintain such independence in combination as to have the same 
absorptions in such different compounds as chloride, nitrate and 
sulphate, and it is more probable that the common absorptions 
are due to common products of decomposition. These might be 
the metallic ions, but the facts that neither dilution nor rise of 
temperature increases the intensity, and that acidifying does not 
weaken the intensity of the common absorptions are against that 
supposition. Ionization implies an electrification of the ions, 
which again implies a communication of energy to the field, which 
may probably depend on the circumstances of the encounter when 
the molecule of salt is broken up, and so some molecules may 
be broken up without being charged; while there is no reason 
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to suppose that the absorption by a molecule would be altered 
by its being charged with electricity. The absorptions which are 
intensified by concentration and also by heat must be ascribed 
to the condition of the molecules during encounters, which will be 
more frequent in more concentrated as well as in hotter solutiona. 
The expansion of certain bands with increased concentratioD by 
the nitrate, must be ascribed to encounters of molecules derived 
fix)m the metal vrith those derived fix)m the acid, which are much 
more massive than the molecules of water and also than those 
derived from the chloride. During such encounters the absorbent 
molecules will be as it were loaded by the influence of the other 
molecules. This view seems confirmed by the influence which 
other solvents and other acids have on the absorptions. Didymiom 
chloride in alcohol s;ives the same bands as the aqueous solution, 
but generally more diffuse and more or less shifted a little towards 
the red. The same solution acidified with hydrochloric acid ex- 
aggerates greatly these modifications, almost washing out the more 
refrangible bands and breaking up the very strong baud in the 
yellow into several separate bands. Glycerol as solvent gives 
modifications similar to, but more stronglv marked than, thoee 
of alcohol. The acetate in acetic acid and the maleate in water 
gives similar but much less marked modifications. The tartrate 
and the citrate in ammoniacal solution also give similar modifi- 
cations. The borate in solid glass of borax also gives bands which 
are unmistakably modifications of those produced by the aqueous 
solution. All these modifications seem to be of the same character, 
though of greater intensity, than the differences between the 
bands given by nitrate and chloride, and may be attributed to 
the influence of the comparatively complicated influences of the 
various molecules during the times of encounter. In such cases 
as the acid alcoholic solutions there will certainly be at least four 
chemical compounds mixed in the solvent, which may well produce 
a complicated modification of the bands without destroying their 
identity. 
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Researches in the Sugar Oroup. By Mr H. Jackson. 

[Read 27 November, 1899.] 

In the present paper a summary is given of the joint researches 
of Mr H. J. H. Fenton and the author, which may be conveniently 
divided into two parts. 

(cc) Oxidation of the more comvion polyhydric alcohols. 

The remarkable part which iron plays as a carrier of oxygen 
was first pointed out by Mr Fenton in the case of tartaric acid, 
and has since been extended by him to other hydroxy-compounds. 

An aqueous solution of the following polyhydric alcohols, glycol, 
glycerine, erythrite, dulcite, mannite and sorbite, was taken in turn, 
and afler adding a small quantity of ferrous salt to each, hydrogen 
peroxide was added : in all cases a large evolution of heat took 
place. The oxidation products in the case of glycol, glycerine and 
erythrite quickly reduce Fehling's solution in the cold and restore 
the colour to an alcoholic solution of magenta, which has been de- 
colourised by sulphur dioxide : on treatment with phenyl hydrazine 
acetate, osazones were obtained which, on analysis, were found to 
correspond respectively to glycolic aldehyde or diose, glyceric- 
aldehyde or triose, and erythrose or tetrose. 

The oxidation compounds of dulcite, mannite and sorbite do 
not reduce Fehling's solution in cold, but quickly on warminjf : 
they do not give wie " magenta " test : facts which serve to dis- 
tinguish the hexoses from the simpler members of the sugar 
group. On treatment with phenyl hydrazine acetate there was 
obtained from dulcite the osazone of inactive galactose, from 
mannite the hydrazone of mannose, and from sorbite an osazone 
identical with glucosazone. 

If an aqueous solution of glycol, glycerine or erythrite, to 
which a very small quantity of ferrous salt has been added, be 
exposed for a little time to the action of sunlight in the presence 
of atmospheric oxygen, it can be shown on examination that a 
certain amount of the sugar has been formed. 

These experiments may perhaps give a little support to the 
theory that iron, which occurs in haemoglobin and is associated so 
intimately with chlorophyll, may act as a carrier of atmospheric 
oxygen. 
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(fi) Isolation of Diose in a crystalline state and its condensa- 
tion to a Heaoose, 

When diozymaleic acid, suspended in water, is distilled od 
the water bath under very diminished pressure and the distillate 
evaporated to small bulk in a vacuum desiccator, a synip is left 
which on standing crystallizes out in flat plates of the obli(|ue 
system. On analysis and examination it is shewn to be crystallme 
oiose. A determination of its molecular weight by the depression 
of the freezing point of water shows the crystals to be bimolecular, 
but on standing and taking frequent determinations the molecular 
weight gradually becomes normal and corresponds to the single 
formula CJifit and then remains quite constant. 

If a dilute aqueous solution of diose be treated with a Vf^ 
solution of soda at the ordinary temperature it quickly turns 
yellow and finally brown. After standing a few hours it no longer 
reduces Fehling s solution in the cold, but readily on warming : 
it no longer gives the " magenta " test : in fact it has lost all the 
properties of diose and assumed those of a true hexose. This is 
confirmed on examining the osazone which corresponds to a normal 
hexosazone. 

The melting point and action towards solvents of the osazone 
prove its identity with acrosazone which Fischer and Tafel 
isolated from the condensation product of glycerosa 



On a New Mineral. By Mr A. Hutchinson. 

{Read 27 November, 1899.] 

A colourless transparent crystal of the new mineral was found 
on a specimen of Axinite from Cornwall in the Came collection 
recently acquired by the University. 

The crystallogrwhic and optical constants of the crystal prove 
it to belong to the Prismatic system. The results of a quantitative 
chemical analjrsis agree well with the formula CaSn(SiOsVS^O- 

The mineral has been named Stokesite in honour of Sir George 
Qabriel Stokea 
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Secondary Rontgen Rays, By John S. Townsend, M.A., 
Fellow of Trinity College. 

[Eeeeived 1 December, 1899.] 

1. When Rontgen rays from a Crookes tube fail upon a 
metal or other body a secondary radiation is given out which has 
properties similar to the direct rays. The existence of this 
secondary radiation was established by Sagnac\ who made a 
aeries of experiments showing that the secondary radiation pro- 
duces phot(4;ntphic effects and renders the air a conductor at a 
distance of several centimetres from the radiating bodv. The 
aeoondary radiation is weaker than the direct radiation from the 
Crookes tube, both as regards its intensity and its power of 
penetrating bodies. 

Sagnac contends that the surface effect noticed by Perrin* 
was due to this secondary radiation, but it is difficult to reconcile 
Perrin's results with this theory, without some modification. This 
paper contains the results of some experiments made with a view 
to finding how the two phenomena are connected. 

2. The apparatus shown in Figure 1 was used t(^ determine 









Fig. 1. 

the relative intensities of the secondary radiations given out by 



1 Sagnao, Journal de Phyttqtie, 8rd Senes, vol. vin. Feb. 1899. 
' Perrin^ Comptef RendtUf vol. cxzit. p. 455. 
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different bodies, and the intensity of the secondary radiation 
compared with that of the primary radiation which excites it. It 
is arranged in a manner suitable for examimng the intensity of 
the secondary radiation at a distance of some centimetres from 
the radiating body. 

The Crookes tube JS, and the coil with which it was worked, 
were contained inside a box covered with lead having an aperture 
(4 centimetres square) at ^. A lead pipe of square section was 
placed over the hole, ^, so as to confine the rays from the bulb to 
a small portion of the space above the box. This space was 
explored bv means of the apparatus E, which consisted of a gauze 
cylinder 0, and an axial electrode 6, fixed to a moveable piece of 
wood Wy by means of insulating supports P and 8» The cylinder 
was connected to one terminal of a battery of lead cells, the other 
terminal beine to earth. The electrode was connected to the 
insulated quadrants of an electrometer. 

When the rays are traversing the space outside C none of the 
ions which are produced can arrive at the electrode ; but when 
rays fall on C some traverse the gauze and produce ions inside the 
cylinder. The deflection of the electrometer in a given time is 
proportional to the number of ions which are produced inside C, 
if the potential of G is sufficiently^ high to proauce the maximum 
deflection. In the present experiments the potential of G was 
85 volts; when double that potential was used, the deflections 
were not increased by 2 per cent., so that the difference of potential 
of 85 volts suffices to collect practically all the ions of one sign 
produced inside G on the electrode 0, 

The apparatus E was placed in the position shown in the 
figure, so that no direct rays from the bulb could fall on it. A 
series of experiments were then made with different substances 
placed above the bulb at D. Screens, connected to earth, were 
put up round the wire j^ to prevent any ions that are produced in 
the space outside G ftom bemg collected on F, In order to avoid 
complicating the figure these screens are omitted. 

When a heavy metal is placed at D, and the rays from a 
Crookes tube allowed to fall on it, a large deflection is obtained on 
the electrometer scale, showing that there are rays given off from 
D which ionize the gas inside G. When there is no radiator at D, 
except air, the electrometer gives a small deflection when the rays 
are emerging firom the bulb. This small effect is probably due to 
the secondary rays given out by the air. 

The following table gives the deflections obtained in 10 seconds 
with various substances at D. The first colunm gives the figures 
obtained when the rays from D arrived at G without passing 
through any other material than the air. The second column 
gives similar numbers obtained by cutting down the rays from 
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the object at D with a sheet of aluminium \ mm. thick placed in 
the position H. 

Table I. Giving electrometer deflections obtained with 
secondary rays, in 10 seconds. 



Badiator 


BayBpaifling 
through Air 


Bays oat 
down with Al. 


Airt 


2 

6 

7-5 
24 
30 
66 
68 
70 


1 

3-6 
3 
6 

15-5 
2-5 
3 
2-5 


Aluminium 

Glass 


Lead 

Paraffin block ... 
Brass 


Zinc 

CoDoer 


X^V^I^VA • 



A rough estimate of the intensity of the primary rays was 
made by placing W at D, so that the direct rays shoula pass 
through the gauze cylinder. In ^ a second the deflection ex- 
ceeded 500 divisiona In order to compare the secondarjr radiation 
with Uranium radiation, a large disc of uranium, 7 centimetres in 
diameter, which Lord Kelvin kindly lent me, was placed at D. 
The uranium rays gave a deflection of 1*5 divisions in 15 seconds. 
When rays from the Crookes tube fell on the uranium, a deflection 
of 26 divisions was obtained in the same time. Under similar 
conditions a piece of copper at D gave a deflection of 96 divisions. 

These results show tne ionization which is produced by rays 
from various bodies at a distance of about centimetres from the 
radiating body. 

We see that there are different kinds of radiation given out by 
different substances. The table shows that bitiss, zinc and copper 
give out a radiation of which only a small fraction passes through 
a sheet of aluminium, whereas the rays from the other substances 
traverse aluminium comparatively well. Sagnac obtained a result 
similar to this. 

These secondary rays, which produce an effect at a distance 
from the radiating body, are not much affected by the state of the 
sorfAoe of the body. It was found that the strength of the rays 
from polished brass was only two or three per cent, greater than 
the radiation from brass coated with oxide. 

When the brass was covered with moistened filter paper, the 
deflections were cut down from 66 to 46. 
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We do not therefore consider that the radiation which eztenda 
to a distance is affected by the nature of the surfieu^ and the 
following experiment confirms this view. 

With the same apparatus a set of experiments were made with 
paraffin to see whether a thin layer would give out the same 
amount of radiation as a block. The surface of a thin sheet of 
aluminium was covered with a thin layer of paraffin, and used at 
D as a radiator. 

The thin sheet of aluminium coated with paraffin gave out a 
radiation which was only one sixth as effective in producing 
ionization as the radiation from a paraffin block. 

We see therefore that the secondary radiation which extends 
to a distance fix)m the body which emits it does not come directly 
from the surface, but must be considered as emanating from the 
substance of the material. 

3. In addition to the radiation which extends to a distance 
there is also a radiation which is rapidly absorbed by the ^bs near 
the surface of the radiating body, in order to exanune this 
radiation the apparatus shown in Fig. 2 was used. 

It was arranged to find the maximum conductivities between 
the two circular plates A and B, 4*8 centimetres radius, for dififer 




Fig. 2. 

ent distances, X, between the plates. The lower plate B was of 
aluminium and its upper surface was turned plane. It rested on 
a sheet of lead L ana was screwed through the lead to a wooden 
base W, which rested on the top of the box containing the bulb 
and the Ruhmkorff coil. The apertures, M and N, in the lead, 
through which the rays from the bulb paened were 1*4 centimetres 
radius. After traversing B and the air space, X» the rays fell on 
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the metal plate A^ which was thick enough to prevent any rays 
passing through it. 

(It was found that brass, zinc, or copper plates two millimetres 
thick prevented any radiation from passing through, but it would 
have required a much greater thickness of aluminium to produce 
a similaj* effect, so that the aluminium used at A was backed 
with a brass plate. The aluminium plate was two millimetres 
thick, which was more than sufficient to stop the secondary 
radiation fix)m the brass from extending to the air between A 
and J3.) 

The plate A was moveable and insulated, being connected by 
meana of an ebonite junction to a bar V, which moved vertically. 
The position of il could therefore be easily varied, and its distance 
X from B was obtained from the micrometer screw which fixed 
the p osition of V, 

The plate A was connected to the insulated quadrants of an 
electrometer which gave a deflection of 90 scale divisions for a 
potential difference of 1'43 volts between the two pairs of quad- 
rants. The plate B was connected to one terminal of a battery of 
lead cells, the other terminal being connected to earth. The 
number of cells used was proportional to the distance between the 
plates. It was found that 80 cells per centimetre was sufficient ; 
when the force was doubled the electrometer deflections were 
increased by only one or two per cent. 

A series of experiments were made with the plates at various 
distances apart and the following table gives the electrometer 
deflections, o, when the rays ionized the gas between the plates 
for 15 seconds. The observations were ma(^ several times and the 
means taken so as to eliminate errors arising from variations in 
the strength of the rays. The distances X are given in milli- 
metres. 

The different columns contain the results of observations made 
with different metals at il. The- same aluminium plate B was used 
in all cases. It was impossible to get exactly the same strength 
of rays when using different metals so that the deflections obtained 
with zinc, copper, and aluminium, were multiplied by factors so as 
to make the difference between the observations at 10 and 15 centi- 
metres to be, in each case, 18, which was the difference obtained 
when a brass plate was used at A. 

The capacity of the condenser which is connected to the 
insulated quadrants varies with the distance between the plates. 
In order to obtain numbers proportional to the charges acquired 
by the plate A the above values of S (which are potentials in 
arbitranr units) must be multiplied by the capacities correspond- 
ing to the different values of A. 

The following are the capacities in centimetres of the conductor 

VOL. X. PT. IV, 16 
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consiBting of : — ^the insulated quadrants, the wire connecting the 
quadrants to A, and ihe plate A, 

Z = l, (7=1860, 



Z = 2. 
Z = 5, 



C» 114-5, 
C-98-5, 



Z = 10, (7- 93-5, 
Z = 16, C=93. 

Table II. 



X 


BtaM 


Ca 


Zn 


Al 


1 


40-6 


40 


36 


11 


2 


71 


74 


68 


20-7 


5 


111 


109 


88 


41-4 


10 


13& 


137 


110 


61 


15 


163 


156 


128 


79 



Multiplying the deflections S by the corresponding capacities 
we obtain n'om Table II. a second series of numbers N] Taole III. 
proportional to the number of ions produced between the plates A 
and B in the various cases. 

Tablb III. 



X 


BnuM 


On 


Zn 


AI 


1 


66 


64-4 


49 


16 


2 


81 


84 


66 


28-7 


6 


109-6 


107-6 


87 


40-8 


10 


126 


128 


103 


67 


16 


142 


144 


119 


73 



Let us suppose for the moment that the aluminium plate B 
gives out no secondary radiation, and let us consider the numbers 
obtained with a brass plate at A. The experiments show that 
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when the plates ore 15 millimetres apart a number of ions equal 
to 142 X n are produced between the plate^ where n is an unknown 
multiplier. 

Of these 55 x 71 are produced within one millimetre of the 
brass, 26 x n in the second layer one millimetre thick, 28*5 x n in 
the third layer three millimetres thick. After five millimetres 
the number per millimetre becomes constant^ and the fourth and 
fifth layers, each 5 millimetres thick, contain 3*2 x n per millimetre. 

It 18 evident therefore that the metal emits a radiation which 
is rapidly absorbed by the air in contact with it. At atmospheric 
pressure the effect of this radiation is hardly appreciable at 
distances greater than five millimetres from the surface. In the 
present case we may consider that the effect of the direct rays is 
to produce an ionization equal to 3*2 x n per millimetre of air 
traversed, and that the rest of the ionization is due to secondary 
radiation. 

If we subtract 3*2 x X from the values of N in Table III. we 
obtain the effect of the secondary radiation. Thus taking the last 
column we can find numbers proportional to the ionization pro- 
duced by the secondary rays from tne two aluminium plates A and 
B. Dividing these numbers by two we obtain the effect due 
to one aluminium plate, and the results can be used in order to 
correct for the secondary rays given out by the plate B in the 
other cases. 

The results of these calculations are shown by the curves, 
Fig. 3. The ordinates represent the total ionization produced by 




Fig. 8. 

the secondary rays within a distance X of the surface. The 
strsiffht line jP gives the corresponding effect of the primary rays 
whicn excite the secondary radiation. 

16—2 
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The curves show that this secondaiy radiation is rapidl 
absorbed by the air. The ionization prodnced in the first mill 
metre by the secondary rays is more tnan fifty times as great 
that prodnced in the sixth. At a distance of 6 centimetres 
should expect that the intensity of these rays would be rednci 
to such a small fraction of its original value that it would be quite 
impossible to detect the ionization they would produce. 

It appears therefore that at least two kinds of rays are emitted 
hy the radiating body ; one kind, which is rapidly absorbed by the 
air, gives rise to the surface effect noticed by Perrin, and the other 
kind which is more penetrating produces the ionization at a 
distance. 

Defining the surface effect S as the ratio of the total effect 
produced by the rays which are easily absorbed to the effect of the 
direct rays on a layer of air 1 centimetre thick, we obtain the 
following values of S 

ForCu, ig=2'5 
„ Zn,i8f=l-84 
„ Al, 8= -4. 

In this examination of the experimental results we have 
attributed 3*2 x n ions per cubic centimetre to the primary rays. 
This is only approximately correct since the secondary radiation, 
which extends to a distance, contributes to the formation of these 
iona The number 3*2 x n is therefore too big an estimate of the 
direct effect, but is probably not more than a few per cent in 
excess of its true value. 

The above values of S are larger than those found by Perrin, 
thus in the case of zinc Perrin found the surface effect to be *7. An 
experiment was therefore made to test the accuracy of the above 
results, the method employed being similar to that used by Perrin. 
A beam of direct rays from the bulb was passed through the air 
between two parallel plates without falling on either plate. The 
ionization produced per centimetre of the beam was found to be 
31 in arbitrary units. The same beam passing normally through 
a very thin sheet of aluminium and falling on a copper plate, 
parallel to the aluminium at a distance 15 centimetres from it, 
produced a number of ions proportional to 140 in the space 
Detween the copper and aluminium. Of these 140, 46*5 are due 
to the direct rays, so that the effect of the surface radiation from 
the copper and aluminium mui^ be 93'5, or three times the effect 
of the direct rays per centimetre. This is practically what we 
obtained by varying the distance between tne plates (2*5 + '4). 
It appears therefore that the discrepancy between these results 
and those obtained by Perrin must be due to differences in the 
nature of the direct i-ays. 
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4. When the primary rays pass through a gas and precautions 
are taken to exclude surface effects, the number of ioDs produced 
per cubic centimetre is proportional to the pressure of the gas. 
The relation between conductivity and pressure is however more 
complicated when the sur&ce radiation acts on the gas. In order 
to obtain a curve showiug this relation, some experiments were 
made on the conductivity of air between two co-axial cylinders. 
The larger cylinder, 3'2 centimetres in diameter, was of brass, and 
the rays entered it through an aluminium window. The inside 
cylinder, 1 centimetre in diameter, was made of very thin aluminium 
through which the rays could easily pass After traversing the gas 
between the two cylinders, the rays fell on the surface of the larger 
cylinder opposite the window imd excited a secondary radiation. 
The electrical arrangements for obtaining the maximum deflections 
were made in the orainary way. The outside cylinder was raised 
to a high potential by connecting it to a terminal of a battery of 
lead cells, the other terminal being to earth ; the small aluminium 
cylinder was insulated and put in metallic connection with the 
insulated quadrants of an electrometer. The results of observations 
on the maximum deflection when the rays ionize the gas for 
15 seconds, are shown graphically in curve I. figure 4. The 




ordinates represent the deflections in arbitrary units and the 
abscissas the pressures in centimetres of mercury. 

In the above experiment the rays passed through a sheet of 
aluminium ^-millimeti*e thick before passing through the window 
in the brass tube. A second series of observations were taken 
with the brass tube coated inside with a cylinder of aluminium 
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^-millimetre thick. The sheet of aluminium between the bulb 
and the window was removed so that the strength of the primaiy 
rays passing through the gas should be the same in both cases. 
The results of the observations made with this arrangement are 
shown in curve II. figure 4. 

It is easy to explain the form of these curves on the sup- 
position that the rate of absorption of radiation by a gas is 
proportional to the ionization. When the pressure exceeds a 
certain value, the eiFect of surface rays will be located near the 
surface which emits them, and for greater pressures the number 
of ioDs produced will be the same, but they will be generated 
nearer the surface. The effect of the primary rays is proportional 
to the pressure of the gas, so long as the pressure is not big 
enough to reduce their intensity appreciably (it would probably 
require a gas at many atmospheres pressure to produce this efifect, 
80 that we will consider that the ionization contributed by the 
direct rays is proportional to the pressure). Under these circum- 
stances the number of ions produced in a given volume will be 
8-^pD where 8 is the effect of the surface rays, p the pressure, 
and D a constant depending on the direct rays. The quantity 8 
is practically constant for values of p greater than a certain 
pressure tt, which is about 50 centimetres of mercury in the 
present case. We conclude that if there were no surface effects, 
that the curve representing the connection between pressure and 
the total number of ions produced, would be a straight line D 
through the origin parallel to the portions of curves I. and II., 
which correspond to pressures greater than 50 centimetres. 

When the pressure is reduced the rate of absorption of the 
secondary rays is reduced proportionally, so that when j; is less 
than TT the surface rays extend across the vessel containing the gas 
and part of their energy is absorbed by the opposite wall. The 
number of ions they generate in the gas will be no longer constant, 
but will diminish with the pressure, so that the formula 8 + pD 
would no longer hold on the supposition that 8 is constant. The 
exact connection between 8, p, and tt, would depend on the shape 
of the vessel containing the gas. 

This general explanation shows that we ought to get curves 
similar to those in figure 3 by subtracting from the orainates of 
the curves in figure 4 lengths equal to the ordinatcs of the 
straight line J), For complete agreement it would have been 
necessary to have made the experiments on the variation with 
pressure with the apparatus shown in figure 2, but even with the 
results before us we can see that there would be a fairly good 
agi'eement. 

In conclusion I desire to express my thanks to Professor J. J. 
Thomson for many suggestions in connection with this inveatigatioD. 
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Note on Hypotheses as to the Origin of the Paired Limbs of 
Vertebrates. By Mr J. Qr/lhak Kerb. 

[Beceived 9 December, 1899.] 

In a footnote to my paper on the " External Features in the 
Development of Lepidosiren^" I have referred to the view that the 
paired limbs of Vertebrates may have arisen in Phylogeny from 
External Gilla 

As this view does not appear to have been clearly formulated 
before it seems advisable to do so now, and to attempt its justi- 
fication, for, as 1 hope will appear from the sequel such a view has 
in its favour sufficient probaoility to entitle it to rank on at least 
an equal footing with either of the two rival hypotheses which at 
present hold the field'. 

In order to bring this out satisfeu^torily it seems necessary to 
state iu a few words each of the rival hypotheses referred to, and 
then to attempt a short critical examination of the poiuts in its 
fstvour and those against it. 

I need hardly say that this examination makes no claim to 
thoroughness, I only produce sufficient arguments to show that 
the position of each of the two at present predominant views is a 
very insecure one. 

The two views referred to are these : — 

(1) that the paired fins are persisting and exaggerated 
portions of an at one time continuous fin-told which stretched 
along each side of the body, and to which they bear an exactly 
similar phylogenetic relation, so do the separate dorsal and anal 
fins to the once continuous median fin-fold. 

» Phil. Trauit. Roy. Soc. 

^ Jardiiie long ago (1841: Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hitt., VoL vii., p. 34) referred 
to the vestigial external gills of the adnlt Protoptenu as redaoed limbs. 

Goeldi (Proc. ZooL Soc. 1898, p. 857) after disonssing the fore-limb in I^epi- 
dotiren as supporting tUe Gegenbanr hypothesis refers to "one other possibility, 
that the so-called fore-limb of Lepidimren is in fact not yet a true anterior 
extremity, bnt a persistent rudimentary external branohia.*' 

Clemens, in his general disoassion on external gills {Aunt. Hefte Abt. i., Bd. ▼., 
p. 141), has a passage which may mean that he had a similar view to mine in his 
mind. 

It is of importance to consider each of the three passages referred to, in relation 
to its context. 
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(2) the skeleton of the paired fins with their limb _ 
are derived by modification from the gill rays attached to a 
branchial arch, and hence, by implication, the paired fins them- 
selves are derived frx>m the septa separating adjacent gill-clefta. 

Balfour View. 

(1) This view as at present held was based by Balfour on 
his observation that in the embryos of certain Elasmobranchs the 
rudiments of the pectoral and pelvic fins are at a very early period 
connected together by a lonntudinal ridge of thickened epiblast — 
of which indeed they are but exaggerations. In Balfi>ur s own 
words referring to these observations : " If the account iust given 
of the development of the limb is an accurate record of what 
really takes place, it is not possible to deny that some light is 
thrown by it upon the first origin of the vertebrate limbs. The 
facts can only bear one interpretation, viz., that the limbs are the 
remnants of continuous lateral fins." 

A similar view to that of Balfour was enunciated almost 
synchronously by Thacher and a little later by Mivart — in each 
case based on anatomical investigation of Selachians — mainly 
relating to the remarkable similarity of the skeletal arrangements 
in the paired and unpaired fins. 

(2) The Gegenbaur view i^ based upon the skeletal struc- 
tures within the fin. 

(a) According to this the skeletal arrangements in all 
Vertebrate limbs are modifications of a primitive form — the biserial 
Archipteryffium, which persists in a practically unmodified con- 
dition in the paired fin of Ceratodus. 

(13) The biserial archipterygium with its limb girdle is in 
turn derived from a series of gill-rays attached to a braachial 
arch. 

The Gegenbaur theory of the Morphology of Vertebrate limbe 
thus consists of two very distinct portions. The first, that the 
archipterygium is the ground-form from which all other forms of 
presently existing fin skeletons are derived, concerns us only 
indirectly as we are dealing here only with the origin of the limbs, 
i.e., their origin from other structures that were not limbs. 

It is the second part of the view that we have to do with, that 
deriving the skeleton of the archipterygium, of the primitive 
paired hn, from a series of gill rays, and involving the idea that the 
limb itself is derived from the septum between two nil clefts. 

This theory rests upon (1) the assumption that the archipteiy- 
gium is the primitive type of fin, and (2) the fact that amongst the 
Selachians is found a tendency for one branchial ray to beooiDe 
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laiger than the others, and when this has happened, for the base 
of attachment of neighbouring rays to show a tendency to migrate 
from the branchial arch on to the base of the larger or, as we may 
call it, primary ray; a condition coming about which were the 
process to continue rather further than it is known to do in 
actual fact would obviously result in a structure practically 
identical with the archipterygium. 

Gegenbaur suggests that the Archipterygium actually has 
arisen in this way in Phytogeny. 

Lateral fold view. 

The evidence in regard to this view may be classified under 
three heads as Ontogenetic, Comparative Anatomical, and Paleon- 
tological. The ultimate fact on which it was founded was 
Balfour 8 discovery that in certain Elasmobranch embryos, but 
especially in Tor^pedo, the fin rudiments were at an early stage 
connectcKl by a ndge of Epiblast. I am not able to make out 
what were tne other forms in which Balfour found this ridge, but 
subsequent research, in particular by Mollier, a supporter of the 
lateral fold view, is to the effect that it does not occur in such 
ordinary sharks as Pristiurus and MasteluSy while it is to be 
gather^ from Balfour himself that it does not occur in Scylliwm, 

It appears to me that the knowledge we have now that the 
longitudinal ridge is confined to the Rays and absent in the less 
highly specialized sharks — greatly diminishes its security as a 
basis on which to rest a theory. In the Rays in correlation with 
their peculiar mode of life — the paired fins have undergone 
enormous extension along the sides of the body' and their con- 
tinuity in the embryo may well be a mere foreshadowing of this. 

An apparently powerful ally from the side of Embryology 
came in Dohm and Rabls' discoveries that in Pristiurus all the 
interpterygial myotomes produce muscle buds. This however 
was explained away by the Gegenbaur school as being merely 
evidence of the backward migration of the hind limb — successive 
myotomes being taken up and left behind again as the limb 
moved further back. As either explanation seems an adequate 
one, I do not think we can lay stress upon this body of facts 
as evidence in favour of the lateral fold view. The facts of the 
development of the skeleton can not be said to support the 
fold view: according to it we should expect to find a series of 
metameric supporting rays produced which later on become fused 
at their bases. Instead of this we find a lonr/itudvial bar of 
cartilage developing quite continuously, the rays forming as pro- 
jections from its outer side. 

> I imagine tbat even sapporters of the lateral fold view will admit this to be 
■eeundary. 
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The most important evidence for the fold view from the side of 
Comparative Anatomy is afforded by (1) the fact that the limb 
derives its nerve supply from a large number of spinal nerves, and 
(2) the extraordinarv resemblance met with between the skeletal 
arrangements of paired and unpaired fins. The believers in the 
branchial arch hypothesis have disposed of the first of these in 
the same way as they did the occurrence of interpterygial myo- 
tomes, by looking on the nerves received from regions of the 
spinal cord anterior to the attachment of the limb as forming 
a kind of trail marking the backward migration of the limb. 

The -similarity in the skeleton is indeed most striking, though 
its weight as evidence has been recently greatly diminished by 
the knowledge that the apparently metameric segmentation of the 
skeletal and muscular tissues of the paired fins is quite secondary 
and does not at all agree with the metaraery of the trunks What 
resemblance there is may well be of a homoplastic character when 
we take into account the similarity in function of the median and 
unpaired fins, especially in such forms as Rata where the 
anatomical resemblances are especially striking. 

There is a surprising deartn of paleontological evidence in 
favour of the view. The two creatures of which most have been 
made are the Devonian Cliviatius, and the Carboniferous Cladose- 
lache, each of which has been held to support it. In Cliviotiue 
there is a remarkable series of spines behind the pectoral fin, but 
there appears to be little evidence to decide whether these were 
really tin or free skin spines. In regard to Cladoselache there 
seems to be much in the criticisms of Jaekel and Semon, who 
consider that the creature is a highly specialized one and not 
primitive at all. 

The short summary I have given is I think sufficient to show 
that the foundation of fact on which the latei*al fold view rests is 
at best a precarious one. It must, so it seems to me, be looked 
upon and judged, just as any other view at the present time 
regarding the nature of the Vertebrate limb, rather as a specu- 
lation, brilliant and suggestive though it be, than as a logically 
constructed theory of the known facts. It is, I think, on this 
account allowable to apply it to a test of a character which is 
admittedly very apt to mislead that of ** common sense " : — 

If there is any soundness in zoological speculation at all I 
think it must be admitted that the more primitive Vertebrates 
were creatures possessing a notochordal axial skeleton near the 
dorsal side, with the mam nervous axis above it, the main viscera 
below it, and the great mass of muscle lying in myotomes along 
its sides. Now such a creature is well adapted to movements of 

> Gf. BrauB, Verhand, Anat. Ge»»€UtdM/t 12<« Venammlung in Kiel, ISUS, p. 1G6. 
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the character of lateral flexure, aod not at all for movements in 
the sagittal plane — ^which would be not only difficult to achieve 
but would tend to alternately compress and extend its spinal cord 
and its viscera. Such a creature would swim through the water 
as does a Cyclostome, or a Lepidosiren, or any other elongated 
vertebrate without special swimming organs. Swimming like 
this, specialization for more and more rapid movement would 
mean flattening of the tail region and its extension into an at 
first not separately mobile median tail fold. It is extremely 
difficult to my mind to suppose that a new purely swimming 
arrangement should have arisen involving up and down move- 
ment and which at its first beginnings while useless as a 
swimming organ in itself must greatly detract from the efficiency 
of that which already existed. 

We now return to the Gegenbaur view — that the limb is a 
modified gill septum. 

Resting on Gegenbaur's discovery already mentioned that the 
gill rays in certain cases assume an arrangement showing great 
similarity to that of the skeletal elements of the Archipterygium, 
it has, so far as I am aware, up to the present time received tio 
direct support whatever, of a nature comparable with that found 
for the rival view in the fact that in certain forces at all events, 
the limbs actually do arise in the individual in the way that the 
theory holds they did in Phylogeny. No one has produced either 
a form in which a ^11 septum becomes the limb during ontogeny : 
or the fossil remains of any form which shows an intermediate 
condition. 

The portion of Qegenbaur's view which asserts that the bi- 
serial archipterygial fin is of an extremely primitive character is 
supported by a large body of anatomical facts', and is rendered 
further probable by the great frequency with which fins ap- 
parently of this character occur amongst the oldest known fishes. 
On the lateral fold view we should have to regard these as 
independently evolved, which would imply that fins of this type 
are of a very perfect character, and in that case we may be 
indeed surprised at their so complete disappearance in the more 
highly developed forms, which followed later on. 

But the main thesis, and the one which concerns us now, that 
the archipterygium was derived from gill rays, is supported only 
by evidence of an indirect character. Gegenbaur in his very first 
suggestion of his theory pointed out, as a great difficulty in the 

> I would recall Bpeoially the apparently transitional forms between biserial 
arehipterygiam and the fin of present day Selachians met with in the Xenacan- 
Uiidae, and in Clttdodus fieiUoiUt where the rays on the mesial side of the axis are 
in ooorse of disappearance, and in Acanthioi with its few mesial n^s stiU per- 
sisting at the top of the metapterygium and mo$t nwnerout in the youitg animal. 
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way of its acceptance, the position of the limbs, especially of the 
pelvic limbs in a position far removed from that of the branchiid 
arches. This difficulty has been entirely removed by the brilliant 
work of Gegenbaur 8 followers, who have shown from the facts of 
Comparative Anatomy and Embryology that the limbs, and the 
hind limbs especially actually have undergone and in Ontogeny 
do undergo an extensive backward migration. In some cases 
Braus has been able to find traces of this migration as fiu* 
forwards as a point just behind the branchial archea Now when 
we consider the numbers the enthusiam and the ability of Ge^^en- 
baur's disciples, we cannot help being struck by the fact that the 
only evidence in favour of his derivation of the limbs has been 
that which tends to show that a migration of the limbs backwards 
has taken place from a region somewhere near the last branchial 
arch, and that they have failed utterly to discover any inter- 
mediate steps between gill rays and archipterygial fin. And if 
for a moment we apply the test of common sense we cannot but 
be impressed by the improbability of the evolution of a gill 
septum, which in all the lower forms of fishes is fixed firmly in 
the body wall, and beneath its surface, into an organ of loco- 
motion. 

May I express the hope that what I have said is sufficient to 
show in what a state of uncertainty our views are regarding the 
Morphological nature of the paired fins, and upon what an exceed- 
ingly slender basis rest both of the two views which at present 
hold the field'. 

It is because I feel that in the present state of our knowledge 
neither of the two views I have mentioned has a claim to any 
higher i*ank than that of extremely suggestive speculations that I 
venture to say a few words for a third view which is avowedly a 
mere speculation. 

Before proceeding with it I should say that I assume the 
serial homology of fore- and hind-limbs to be beyond dispute. 
The great and deep-seated resemblances between them are such 

' In the above it will be seen that I have confined myself to a consideration of 
Gegenbaar's view as to the derivation of the skeleton of the free limb. The view 
to be drawn attention to below involves the acceptance of Geffenbanr's theory of 
the morphology of the limb girdles— that they are modified branchial arches. For 
this view there is strong evidence both in the topographical relations of the 
shoulder-girdle in fishes, and in tlie great resemblance to a branchial arch of the 
segmented shoulder-girdle of the Xenacanthidae. 

I need perhaps hardly point out however that the evidence in favour of the 
shoulder-girdle being a modified branchial arch derived from the presence on it of 
a group of vestigial external gills in Protoptertu ceased to exist as soon as it 
became known that their position there was qnite a secondary one. This was 
shown in the first instance by the blood-supply of the three vestigial giUs by three 
successive branchial arches, and corroborated later by the facts of Outo^ny as 
determined in the allied form LejndoHiren. 
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as to my mind seem not to be adequately explicable except on 
this assumption. 

In the Urodela the External Gills* are well-known structures — 
serially arranged projections from the body-wall near the upper 
ends of certam of the branchial arches. When one considers the 
ontogenetic development of these organs, from knob-like out- 
growth from the outer face of the branchial arch, covered with 
ectoderm and possessing a mesoblastic core, and which frequently 
if not always appear before the branchial clefts are open, one 
cannot but conclude that they are morphologically projections of 
the outer skin and that they have nothing whatever to do with 
the gill pouches of the gut wall. Amongst the Urodeles one such 
gill projects from each of the first three branchial arches. In 
Lepidosiren there is one on each of Branchial Arches I — IV'. In 
Polypterus and Galamoichthya there is one on the Hyoid arch. 
Finally in many Urodela/n larvse we have present at the same 
time as the external gills a pair of curious structures called 
balancers. At an early stage of my work on Lepidosiren while 
looking over other Vertebrate embryos and larvse for purposes 
of comparison, my attention was arrested by these structures, and 
further examination by section and otherwise convinced me that 
they were serial homologucs of the external gills, situated on the 
Mandibular arch. On then looking up the literature I found 
that I was by no means first in this view. Rusconi had long ago 
noticed the resemblance and in more recent times both Orr and 
Maurer had been led to the same conclusion as I had been. 
Three diflFerent observers having been independently led to 
exactly the same conclusions, we may I think fairly enough 
regard the view I have mentioned of the morphological nature of 
the balancers as probably a correct one. 

Here then we have a series of homologous structures projecting 
from each of the series of visceral arches. They crop up in the 
Crossopterygii, the Dipnoi, and the Urodela, i.e., in three of the 
most archaic of the groups of Gnathostomata. But we may put 
it in another way. The groups in which they do not occur are 
those whose young possess a very large yolk sac (or which are 
admittedly derived from such forms). Now wherever we have a 
large yolk sac we have developed on its surface a rich network of 
blood vessels for puposes of nutrition. But such a network mu^t 

1 For a oomprehensive snrvey of the External GUIs of Vertebrates v. Glemenii, 
AmiL llefte, Abt. 1, Bd. v. 

* In LepuUmren as in ProUtptenu the original relations of the extf^mal gills 
become somewbat obscured during Ontogeny by their becoming raised upon a 
common stalk on eaeh side, the base of attachment of this coming by differential 
growth to lie in the region of the pectoral girdle. This relation of external giUs 
to pectoral girdles is of course quite secondary, as is indicated by their blood-supply 
as weU as by their development. 



234 Mr Kerr, Note on Hypotheses as to the Origin 

neceescMrily act as an extraordinarily efficient organ of Respiration, 
and did we not know the facts we might venture to prophesy that 
in forms possessing it any other small skin organ of respiration 
would tend to disappear^ 

No doubt these External Oills are absent also in a few of the 
admittedly primitive forms such as e.g., Ceratodus. But I wonld 
ask that in this connection one should bear in mind one of the 
marked characteristics of external gills — their great regenerative 
power. This involves their being extremely liable to mjury and 
consequently a source of danger to their possessor. Their aMence 
therefore in certain cases may well have been due to natural 
selection. On the other hand the presence in so many lowly forms 
of these organs, the general close similarity in structure that runs 
through them in different forms, and the exact correspondence in 
their position and relations to the body can, it seems to me, only 
be adequately explained by looking on them as being homologous 
structures inherited from a common ancestor and consequently of 
great antiquity in the Vertebrate stem** '. 

These structures have the primary function of Respiration. 
They are also however provided with an elaborate muscular 
apparatus comprising Elevators, Depressors, and Adductors, and 
larv» possessing them may be seen every now and then to give 
them a sharp backward twitch. They are thus potentially motor 
organs. In such a Urodele as Amblystoma their homologues on 
the mandibular arch are used as supporting structures against a 
solid substratum, exactly as are the limbs of the young Lqndo- 
siren. 

I have therefore to suggest that the more ancient Qnathosto- 
mata possessing a series of potentially motor, potentially support- 
ing structures projecting from their visceral arches, it was in- 
herently extremely probable that these should be made use' of 
when actual supporting and motor appendages had to be developed 

^ Manrer also correlates the |»reienoe of the yolk eao with the abeenoe of 
external gUla. He associates however the presence of the yolk sao not with the 
disappearance of the external gills, but with their non-development, extemai gills 
being aocordinff to him new formations, and homoplastic not homologoos. 

* i^ainst their being new stniotares, secondanly developed as larval organs if 
their general similarity in stmctore, connections, and position. Manrer thinks 
they are secondary and wonld naturally develop where a large aortic tmnk passed 
dose under the ddn. I do not think so. The conditions favourable for deyelop- 
ment of a dermal respiratory organ are afforded not by the presence of a large 
Tessei whose walls are thud^ and in any case are of relativdy very small area in 
proportion to cubic content, but rather of the smaU capillaries of the skio 
generally, where the walls are small in thickness and of great area as compared 
with the vessel's capacity. 

* The question as to whether the external gills were not the main respiratoiy 
organs of Vertebrates before the evolution of gill-slits, and whether the latter were 
not developed as a means of renewing the water in contact with the extemai giUe, 
affords interesting subject for speculation. 
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in connection with clambering about a solid substratum. If this 
had been so we should look upon the limb as a modified external 
gill : the limb girdle with Gegenbaur as a modified branchial arch. 
This theory of the Verteorate paired limb seems to me I con- 
fess to be a more plausible one on the face of it than either of the 
two which at present hold the fields If untrue it is so danger- 
ously plausible as to surely deserve more consideration than it 
appears to have had. One of the main differences between it and 
the other two hypotheses is that instead of deriving the swimming 
fin from the walking and supporting limb, it goes the other way 
about. That this is the safer line to take seems to me to be shown 
by the consideration that a very small and mdimentary limb 
could OTily be of use if provided with a fixed point d*appni. Also 
on this view the pentaaactyle limb and the swimming fin would 

;robably be evolved independently from a simple form of limb, 
'his would evade the great difficulties which have beset those 
who have endeavoured to establish the homologies of the elements 
of the pentadactyle limb with those of any type of fully-formed 
fin. 

Lastly this view naturally takes to itself the only important 
mass of actual fiaicts which have been adduced to support the 
Gegenbaur view, viz. : those which have to do with demonstrating 
the backward migration of the limbs. 

^ The diffionlty of most weight which this view has to face, thai we do not 
know of the ooonrrence of a oartilaginons axis in any ondonbted external gille 
seems to me by no means insuperable. Such a supporting axis has been de- 
veloped in the barbels of Xenojnu which (if not homodynamons with the external 
gilla I) is prohab^ a oompaiatiyely recently evoWed structure. 
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Observations on Polypterus and Protopterus. By Mr J. S. 
BuDGErr. 

[Received 9 December, 1899.] 

The following observations on the Crossopterygian Polyptenis 
and the Dipnoan ProtopteruR were made on the river Gambia 
1898—99. 

The Gambia flows due west, and lyine between the 13th and 
14th parallels of north latitude is tidal throughout its navigable 
waters, that is, to a distance of 260 miles from the sea. 

a. Two species of Polypterus were obtained, Polypierus 
lajyradiiy Steind. and Polypterus senegalus, Steind. The former 
was taken 31 inches in length. The latter never more than 
12^ inches. 

The two species are perfectly distinct. P. lapradii has not 
fewer than 13 free dorsal finlets. The head is flattened dorso- 
ventrally and elongated. The body surface is variegated with 
dark greyish green markings on a yellow ground, taking the form 
of spots on the sides of the head and on the pectoral fin, but of 
blotches arranged in rows on the sides of the body elsewhere. 
The external gill is retained on the operculum until the young 
fish is 9 or 10 inches in length. 

P. senegaluSy on the other hand, has not more than 9 free 
dorsal finlets, the first arising on the 1 9th row of scales, whereas 
in P. lapradii the first arises on the 13th row. The head is 
shorter, round and deeper, while the body surface is a uniform 
dark green above and bright yellow below. The external gill in 
this species is lost by the time the young fish is 3j^ inches in 
length. 

In both species there is a marked diflFerence between the 
male and female. The anal fin in the male is broad and fleshy 
with deep folds ; in the female it is narrow, thin and pointed. 

In the Gambia the rainy season begins in June and continues 
until October. In the early part of June Polypterus begins to 
migrate from the river to the flooded, low-lying plains ; it spawns 
during August and September, returning to tne river in October 
and November. 

In the river Polyptervs is one of the most difficult fish to 
catch. P. lap*adii however was caught from time to time in the 
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river from January to May, all the specimens being about 18 or 
19 inches in length and all without ova. Most of these were 
caufi^ht with the native cast-net, though a few were also caught 
with the seine-net. 

In November and December when the swamps had nearly 
dried up large numbers were to be obtained from the mouths of 
the small creeks leading from the swamps to the river. This was 
done by damming the creeks at intervals of about 30 yards but 
leaving a passage for the fish to pass from pool to pool. Each 
time the natives wished to collect the fish they stopped up these 
passages and then baled out the water. In this way I was able 
to obtain great numbers of young Polypteri on their way to the 
river. These all measured from 4 to 8 inches, and were invariably 
P. senegcUua. 

At the same time I had a few Liapradii brought me from 8 
to 10 inches in length, but am not certain where they came from ; 
all these had external gills. When, however, these fish were kept 
in aquaria they soon lost their external gills, a small trace re- 
maining for some time after the gills had been almost absorbed. 
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Total 22 57 11 1 1 6 12 61 42 1 203 

From the table it will be seen that only 31 specimens of both 
species were obtained in the months from January to May, while 
daring June and July 92 specimens were caught on their way to 
the swamps, and during November and December 79 young 
specimens were taken on their way to the rivers. 

It is also seen that lar^e numbers of P. senegcUus were taken 
on their way firom the nver in June, while large numbers of 
P. lapradii were not taken until July. All the females taken in 
Jane and July were crowded with ripe ova, but P. senegahu was 
not taken above 13 inches, and yet no female less than 12 inches 
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contained ripe ova. P. lapradii, however, was taken 31 inches in 
len^h, but females were crowded with ova when only 18 inches 
in length. It would seem therefore that P. senegalus does not 
produce young until it is practically full grown. 

In June and July sexually mature individuals were taken in 
numbers together and the sexes were noted. It appeared to be 
the case with both species that three-fifths of each lot taken 
together were females. This discrepancy can scarcely be accounted 
for by the greater activity of the males enabling them to elude 
capture, for they were caught in shallow pools connected with the 
river at high water. The water was baled from these pools when 
the tide was low. 

When the fish are in the river they are always caught in the 
shade of the river banks, up small creeks or under the bushes at 
the sides of the river. For this reason it is almost impossible to 
catch Polypterus in the trammel or seine-net, and with the cast-net 
it is very difficult, for the habit of the fish is to spend much time 
lying motionless on the bottom and it does not strike upwards 
into the cast -net thrown over it as do most fish, but slowly 
wri^les off, snakelike. 

rolypterus was watched in the wild state and also in captivity. 
It lies for long periods in the mud at the river bottom with the 
fore part slightly raised and resting upon its pectoral fins like a 
seal upon its paddles. If the water is a little stale it may be seen 
to move slowly forwards by the action of its pectoral fins, which 
are worked very much as a lady uses her bn ; the ventral fringing 
rays are deflected first, the more dorsally placed ones later, giving 
the action, in which the whole shaft of the fin is involved, a 
screw-like appearance. 

As it nears the surface, however, the whole of the body and 
tail is brought into action, with a dait it strikes the surface, 
gulps in the air with its mouth, lets out the excess by opening its 
spiracles, and with lightning rapidity returns to the bottom. 

The only time Polypterus was seen to feed in the wild state 
there was a small shoal of P. senegalus making their way slowly 
along the river bank. One of their number seized a fresh-water 
crustacean, two others gave chase and, stirriug up the mud, they 
all disappeared. When seizing young fry or tadpoles it proceeds 
stealthily after them, propelling itself by the flutters of its fim- 
like fins until within striking distance, and then with a sharp snap 
they are gulped down. 

If the water is perfectly well aerated Polypterus may lie for a 
long time without breathing air. But a specimen which had 
been perfectly happy in tolerably firesh water for some days, when 
allowed to reach the surface, succumbed in a few hours when 
prevented fi-om so doing. On the other hand one specimen lived 
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for 24 hours in a landiDg net, with no more water than the 
moisture of the atmoephere, and finally had to be killed. 

Poljrpterus may be watched for a considerable time, and give 
tlie impression that it is a sluggish and inactive fish. If, howevei, 
one is lucky enough to observe a male and female sporting 
together, it will be seen that they are capable of wonderful 
activity; executing the most lithe ana supple movements, turning, 
twisting, darting and pausing in an extremely graceful manner, 
they thoroughly justify the native Mandingo name of Sayo or 
snaKC-fish. 

The ovary of Polypterus is not hollow but originally a fold of 
the coelomic wall, it is early divided into compartments, both 
longitudinally and transversely. Each compartment contains 
from one to three ova, which are developed on the external wall 
of the ovary. Later, the external wall becomes much plicated, 
nevertheless at the internal and external summits of each fold 
the ova retain their original position, being attached to the wall 
of the ovary by the now pigmented pole. It thus comes about 
that, through the internal wall of the ovary, which is a smooth 
thin sheet, only the pigmentless poles of the ova are seen, while 
through the external much folded wall only the pigmented poles 
are seen. 

The attachment of the ovary extends backwards obliquely 
across the short, thin walled and wide oviduct. The latter, about 
3 inches in length in a 20 inch fish, opens to the exterior just 
behind the vent. 

The spermatozoa in the male are extremely small ; not more 
than ^ the diameter of a red corpuscle in length. 

It is seen then that both species of Polypterus found in the 
Gambia migrate to the flooded lands to spawn; that without 
doubt Polypterus uses its air bladder as an accessory organ of 
respiration and seldom as an hydrostatic organ, as a rule being 
unable to float, though it should be mentioned, that, preparatory 
to sporting near the surface, it was seen to take in several gulps 
of air in succession. The spiracle is used for the emission of air 
and not for the passage of water. The pectoral fins are important 
organs of propulsion and not mere balancers, as in almost all 
Teleostomes. 

b. The dry season habits of Protopterus on the Gambia have 
long been known. Nothing however has been recorded hitherto 
of their habits in the rainy season. 

Protopterus annectens emerges from its cocoon at the com- 
mencement of the rainy season in the early part of June, the eggs 
are usually ripe by the end of July. 

There is no certain sexual difference, even at the height of the 
breeding season, except in old males in which the head is stouter 

17—2 
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than in old females, and the pectoral limbs appear to be broader. 
Daring the breeding season, however, in both sexes the lixnbe 
and also the tip of the tail become much elongated and 
attenuated. In some cases the pectoral limbs extended beyond 
the vent and ended in extremely fine threads. 

Though the nests of Protopterus were never actually seen in 
the wild state, eggs were obtained which proved to be fertilized. 

The ova of Protopterus annectens measure 5 mm. in diameter, 
are enclosed in a thin homy capsule, and are light salmon colour 
above, and sliehtly tinted with greenish in the lower hemisphere. 

Segmentaiton is complete, but very unequal. After the first 
three or four cleavages it is quite irregular, and results in an 
upper hemisphere of small cells, and a lower hemisphere of larger 
cells. The eggs were not reared beyond the beginning of gastru- 
lation. 

LariKB two inches in length were obtained from the swamps, 
presumably hatched in the preceding breeding season. These hsd 
three pairs of well developed external gills, arising however 
apparently at a common point of origin. 

In one case these external gills were as long as the head and 
provided with long vascular fhnges. The spermatozoa of Pioto- 

1)terus are very large, twice the diameter of a red corpuscle in 
ength. 

As I was obliged to return to England early in the breeding' 
season my observations on the life history of Polypterus and 
Protopterus are necessarily very incomplete. I hope however to 
return to their breeding grounds next season to complete the 
study. 
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On the Conductivity of Oases from an Arc and from In- 
candescent Metals. By J. A. McClelland, M.A., Cavendish 
Laboratory. 

[Received 11 December 1899.] 

The first part of the following paper contains an account of 
experiments on the conductivity of gas through which an arc 
discharge has passed ; the second part refers to somewhat similar 
experiments on gas taken from the neighbourhood of an incan- 
descent wire. In both cases the gas has considerable conductivity, 
which can be shown to be due to ionisation, or a production m 
the gas of positively and negatively charged carriers of electricity. 
Both methods of producing ionisation are very suitable for a 
study of the nature of these carriers, as we can easily arrange to 
have a plentiful supply, and this supply can be maintained fairly 
constant 

Experiments have been made with the arc and with the in- 
candescent wire in air, oxygen, and carbonic acid gas ; the relation 
between current and E.M.F., the recombination of the earners, the 
velocity of the carriers under electric force, and other points have 
been investigated. 

The Arc in Air. 
Relation between current and e.m.f. 

(1) The arrangement in Fig. 1 was used to determine how 
the current in the conducting gas depended on the potential 
difference between the terminals ; all of the apparatus shown in 
the figure is not required for this experiment but may be described 
here as it shall be referred to again. 

The primary of an induction coil was connected in series with 
an alternating supply, and the terminals of the secondarv of the 
coil were joined to the electrodes t and t\ These electrodes were 
of brass with platinum pieces inserted in their ends, so that the 
arc was formed between platinum terminals. The terminals were 
fixed in corks in a glass funnel F, and one of them provided with 
an ebonite handle so that it could be moved in to form the arc 
and then drawn out to any required distance ; the length of arc 
used was generally 2 or 3 mms. A brass tube A 1*7 cms. in 
diameter was fixed in the upper end of the glass funnel, and 
a tabe D filled with glass wool, to stop dust particles, leads into 
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the lower end of the funnel, and is oonnected to a gas bag, so 
that a stream of gas can be sent through the apparatus. 



TV GASBAG 




9TOM0£ 
C£US 



-nnnnmwn — ^£ARTH 




y^M- 



FROM GAS BAG 



Fig. 1, 



A constant flow of gas can thus be obtained from the arc 
through the tube A, and when the gas bag is properly cahbrated 
the velocity of the stream of ras is known. When a gas other 
than air is being used a second bag is joined to the upper end of 
the tube A, so that the gas can be collected after passing through 
the apparatus and can be used again. 

A terminal B, 7*6 cms. long and *4 cms. diameter, is inserted in 
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the tube A and insulated by an ebonite plug. This terminal is 
oonnected to a pair of quadrants of an electrometer ; both pairs 
of quadrants are first connected together and to one pole of a 
battery of storage cells, the other pole of which is to earth ; one 
pair of quadrants is kept joined to the cells, and the pair in 
connection with B is disconnected and leaks owing to the con- 
ductivity of the gas passing B. 

C is another similar terminal used in other experiments which 
can be joined to earth or kept at any required potential by being 
joined to the storage cells. 

(2) By charging the terminal B to any potential and observing 
the initial rate of leak we get the current through the gas for that 
potential difference between the terminal B and the tuoe A. The 
following table shows the result of an experiment : 



Potmiua of B 


Onnent in arbi 


inrolta 


timiyniiite 


8 


12 


18 


19 


80 


26 


80 


34 


120 


37 


185 


38 



The curve in Fi^. 2 \a plotted from these numbers, and shows 
that as the E.M.F. increases the current approaches a maximum 
value. 
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Pig. 2. 



At first the current increases rapidly and is approximately 
proportional to the E.H.F.; when we reach an E.H.F. sufficient to 
discharge all the carriers before they pass the terminal the current 
increases but little, although a further increase of E.M.F. by dis- 
charging the carriers sooner and thereby diminishing the loss of 
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conductivity due to recombination of the positive and negative 
carriers, does slightly increase the current. 

If we diminish the velocity of the stream of gas past the 
terminal we get the maximum current for a smaller E.M.F. becaoae 
now the gas takes longer to pass the terminal and so a g^ven 
E.M.F. can discharge all the carriers inside a greater radius. The 
conductivity of the gas is entirely destroyed after it passes the 
terminal B if this terminal has been kept at a potential sufficiently 
different from that of the tube A. 

The conductivity therefore is such as can readily be explained 
by the ionisation of the gas. 

(3) By charging the terminal B positively and negatively 
get not quite the same rate of leak in the two cases ; the 
leaks rather more quickly when chained negatively. This would 
show that an excess of positive carriers comes o£r firom the arc, 
but this excess is small compared with the total amount of either 
sign. 

It is shown afterwards that the negative carriers move with a 
slightly greater velocity than the positive under an electric force, 
and this would cause more of the negative carriers to be discharged 
to the terminals of the arc, leaving an excess of positive in the 
gas. The value that we have found for the velocity of the carriers 
under an electric force is very small, and the difference in the 
velocities of the positive and negative is also small, but these 
determinations are made after the gas has left the arc. In the 
arc itself the velocities of both negative and positive are probably 
much greater. We know from Prof Thomson's results^ that 
probably in all cases of ionisation the mass of the n^ative carrier 
IS initially very small compared with that of the positive, while 
their charges are the same. In gas at atmospheric pressure the 
carriers soon collect around themselves a very much greater mass, 
so that the difference in the velocities of the positive and negative 
under an electric force is greatly diminished. We have then in 
the arc the negative carrier of much smaller mass than the positive 
initially, but their masses soon becoming more nearly equal. In 
the field of force near the arc terminals the negative carriers 
produced by the passage of the discharge will therefore be dis- 
charged to the terminals to a greater extent than the positive. 
This explanation of the electrification of the gas produced by an 
arc would not account for the negative electrification found in 
hydrogen^ but Prof. Thomson points out that there are reasons 
for ascribing the negative electrification in hydrogen to some 
secondary action. 

1 See Phil, Mag,, December, 1899. 

' J. J. ThomBon, Ditcharge of EUUrieiiy through Gai«, p. 93. 
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Ii098 of conductivity by recombination of the positive a/nd 

negoitive carriers. 

(4) In the case of the arc in air the conductivity at different 
times after the gas left the arc was measured The conducting 
gas was forced up the tube A (Fig. 1) at a steady rate, the ter- 
minals B and C were removed, and a terminal lowered down the 
axis of the tube firom the top, and the leakage from it was 
measured iu different positions. The terminal was charged to 
such a hifi^h potential that all the carriers in the conducting gas 
were discharged soon after meeting the terminal. The numbers 
below give the conductivity at different distances from the arc. 



Distance from Aio. 

38*5 cms. 

29 

23 

15-5 

11 



Gondnotiyity proportional to 
10 
14 
21-5 
38 
86. 



Fig.- 3 shows the conductivity curve with distances from arc 
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as abscissse. The curve cannot be produced back to the arc, as 
that part includes the glass funnel, where the velocity of the 
stream of gas was different. 

The loss of conductivity is principally due to the recombinatioD 
of the carriers, and if we assume the number of collisions of the 
positive and negative carriers to be proportional to the square of 
the number present, we get 

dn 

Nn 
or 



an* 



N-n at' 
where N is the number of carriers when i = 0. 

If we take JV=: 86 and measure t from that point and calculate 
1/a for each of the other readings we get 

1/a proportional to 306 
tf it » 301 

^1 1 

99 99 >1 WAX. 

The curve therefore agrees fairly well with that got by assuming 

dn - 

Determination ofths velocity under an electric force of the 
carriers produced by the arc in air, 

(5) The apparatus shown in Fig. 1 enables us to measure the 
rate at which the carriers of electricity move in an electric field 
of given strength. 

The rate of leak from B is first measured when C is to earth, 
and B charged sufficiently high to discharge all the carriers before 
they pass it. The rate of leak from B is again determined when 
C is kept at such a potential that the leak from B is diminished 
by about one-half. Knowing these two rates of leak, the potential 
of (7, and the velocity of the stream of air past the terminals, we 
can calculate the velocity of the carrier. 

If F be the potential of (7, t; the velocity of the carrier under 
a force of 1 volt per cm., ri and r^ the radii of the tube A and the 
terminal G respectively, then we can easily show that all the 
carriers of one sign initially inside a radius p are discharged to G 
where p is given by 

vV 2 * n 
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t being the time required for the stream of gas to move through 
a distance equal to the length of the terminal. 

We calculate p from the two determinations of the rate of leak 
from B when (7 is to earth and when kept at a known potential, 
the time t is easily found, so that we can deduce the value of v. 

A large number of determinations of the velocity of the carrier 
was made in this way and the value found for the velocity was 
quite constant as long as the nature of the arc remained the same. 
When the arc was varied by increasing or diminishing the resist- 
ance in series with the primary of the induction coil between the 
secondary terminals of which the arc was formed, and therefore 
the amount of current through the arc changed, it was found that 
the velocity of the carrier also changed. When the amount of 
current passing through the arc was increased the velocity of the 
carrier was diminished and vice versd. The following numbers 
refer to one determination of the velocity of the carrier. 

Bate of heat from B, 

C to earth 50 scale divisions in 21'' 

C at 20 volts 50 scale divisions in 52". 

Prom these numbers we find p* « '45. 

The velocity of the stream of aii* was 19 cms. per second. 
Substituting in the above equation we get 

t; = '015 cms. per second. 

(6) This determination refers to a case where the current 
through the arc is relatively great. The velocity of the carrier 
increases rapidly as the current through the arc is diminished. 
The current through the arc was cut down step by step and the 
velocity of the carrier determined for each state of the arc, and 
values were found increasing from that given to "33 cms. per 
second. It was diffictilt to maintain the arc with smaller currents 
than that which gave the latter velocity. The velocity of the 
carrier produced by the arc is small compared with that produced 
by the K<5ntgen rays ; in this case Rutherford found for air a 
velocity of 1'6 cms. per second. For the velocity of the carrier in 
the conducting gas from a flame I found the value *2 cms. per 
second, which rapidly diminished as the hot gas cooled down. In 
conductiug gas from an electrolytic cell Townsend found as low a 
velocity as •0007 cms. per second. 

It is quite likely, however, that the initial carrier may be the 
same in all esses, but with more uncharged masses travelling 
with it when the velocity is smaller; the rapid decrease of the 
velocity in flame gas would point to this increase of mass as the 
gas cools down. The variation of the velocity of the carrier in the 
gas from an arc may be explained in a similar way ; when the 
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current through the arc is increased we have more matter given 
off from the terminals either by their disintegration or by the 
escape of occluded gas, and thus the conditions are rendered more 
favourable for the condensation of uncharged masses on the 
carriers. 

(7) When the current through the arc is increased the density 
of ionisation in the gas taken from it is of course increased, and 
the electric force acting on the carriers in the field between the 
terminal C and the tube A will differ from its assumed value by 
an amount depending on the density of ionisation. This would 
make the velocity deduced for the carrier to be less than its true 
value, and the error would increase with the density of ionisation. 
The amount of the error thus introduced was examined by first 
determining the velocity with dense ionisation, and then cutting 
down the ionisation by making the gas pass through a number of 
layers of fine wire-gauze packed close together, before determin- 
ing the velocity of the carrier. The result showed that the error 
introduced in this way was small. 

(8) In all these determinations of the velocitv of the carrier 
the gas is practically at the temperature of that m the room at 
the point where the velocity is measured ; the arc is small and 
the hot gas from it is mixed with a large volume of cold gas so that 
at a short distance from the arc the temperature has fellen almost 
to that of the room. Some experiments were made to test the 
effect on the velocity of the carrier produced by heating the gaa 
The tube A, for this experiment, was not inserted directly in the 
funnel F, but was connected with it by a glass tube bent twice at 
right angles, so that the horizontal part of it could easily be 
heated by a bunsen burner. The velocity of the carrier at the 
terminal C could then be determined when the gas at that point 
is at various temperatures. It was found that when the current 
through the arc was large, so that the velocity of the carrier was 
small, the effect of heating the gas was to increase the velocity of 
the carrier ; the increase of velocity produced by heating the gas 
was much less when the current through the arc was small, and 
therefore the velocity of the carrier greater. The smaller the 
velocity of the can-ier in the cold gas the greater was the increase 
produced by heating it. This result would favour the view that 
the decrease of velocity of the carrier is produced by more un- 
charged material travelling with it. 

(9) Some experiments were made with brass terminals for 
the arc in place of the platinum terminala With the brass 
terminals the velocity of the carrier was less than with platinum 
terminals, and fell away even more rapidly when the cunent 
through the arc was increased. The disintegration of the brass 
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is greater than that of the platinum, and the conditions will 
therefore be more favourable for having a greater mass travelling 
with the carrier. 

Difference of velocity of the positive and negative carriers, 

(10) The method used to determine the velocity of the 
carrier under an electric force, although it may not give a very 
accurate result, can still be used to detect a difference in velocity 
of the positive and negative, since all errors enter equally into 
both determinations. The velocity, as we have seen, is a variable 
quantity and depends on the nature of the arc, but keeping the 
arc as steady as possible, and determining the velocity for the 
carriers of both sign, we always find that in the same field of 
electric force the negative carrier moves with a greater velocity 
than the positive, and for air the excess is about 20 per cent. 

This oifference is about the same as found for gas exposed to 
R(5ntgen rays and in flame gas, although the absolute values of 
the velocities are verv different in these cases. Since the charges 
on the positive and negative carriers must be the same, the 
difference in their velocities must be due to a greater mass 
travelling with the positive carrier, and the ratio of the masses 
would seem to remain approximately the same in these different 
cases, which is perhaps to be expected. 

The arc in oxygen, 

(11) Experiments similar to those described above were made 
with oxygen. Two gas bags were used, and the gas passed from 
one bag to the other through the apparatus, so that the same 
supply of oxygen could be used for some time. 

As in air there is an excess of positive electricity in the con- 
ducting gas drawn off from the arc, and this excess is greater 
than in the case of air, but still small compared with the amount 
of electricity of either sign. 

The velocity of the negative carrier under electric force is, as 
in air, greater than that of the positive, and the excess was 
estimatea at 25 per cent., a rather greater difference than in air. 

The velocity of the carriers vaned greatlv with the nature of 
the arc, as was found for air. To compare the velocity in oxygen 
with that in air determinations were made for each, keeping the 
arc as constant as possible, and the velocity in oxygen was found 
to be about f of that in air. Of course even when the current 
through the arc is the same for the air and the oxygen we do not 
know that the temperatures of the arc and its terminals are equal 
in the two cases, so that the comparison of the velocities of the 
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carriers in the two gases are not made in exactly similar 
conditions. 

The arc in CO,. 

(12) When the arc is formed in CO^ there is an important 
difference in the conductivity of the gas drawn from it compared 
with that in air or oxyeen; a negative charge is discharged by 
the gas much more rapidly than a positive charge. The dischaj^ 
is still brought about in the same way as in the previous cases ; 
the current varies with the E.M.F. in the same manner, and the 
conductivity of the gas can be entirely destroyed by passing 
it between two terminals kept at a sufficiently great difference 
of potential. Since the conducting gas discharges negative elec- 
tricity more readily than positive, the positive carriers are there- 
fore present in greater number than the negative. We had a 
similar result in air and oxygen, but there the excess of positive 
was small, whereas in CO, the amount of positive is often many 
times that of the negative. In one experiment when the ter- 
minal B (Fig. 1) was charged negatively its rate of leak was 

100 scale divisions in 15'^; 

when charged positively it was only 

10 scale divisions in 60'^ 

The negative carriers therefore do not come away from the arc 
in anything approaching the same amount as the positive. 

(13) The small excess of positive electricity in the gas from 
the arc when air or oxygen is used was explained above by the 
greater loss of negative carriers to the terminals on account of their 
greater velocity under electric force. 

If this explanation can account for the great excess of positive 
in the case of CO, we must assume that in the arc itself the velocity 
of the negative carrier is great. We know as mentioned above 
that the mass of the negative carrier is always initially very small, 
and its velocity consequently very great, and to account for the 
disappearance of the negative in the CO, from the arc we would 
require to assume that in CO, in the arc itself the mass travelling 
with the carrier does not increase so rapidly as in air. 

(14) The experiment was tried of directing on the arc a blast 
of gas so as to remove the carriers more rapidly from the neigh- 
bourhood of the ai-c. In place of the wide tube D (Fig. 1) by 
which the gas enters the fiinnel F, we substitute a tube of smaller 
bore which projects into the funnel up to near the arc so that 
a blast of considerable velocity impinges on the arc. With this 
arrangement the negative carriers came off from the arc in much 
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greater quantity, and the amouDt of negative was very little less 
than that of positive. We give the numbers for one such experi- 
ment; the rate of leak of the terminal B (Fig. 1) is measured 
w^hen charged positively and negatively without the blast directed 
on the arc and with it. The flow of gas past the terminal B is 
the same whether the blast is used or not. 

Without the blast. 

Positive charge 35 scale divisions in 30'". 
Negative charge 180 scale divisions in 30". 

With the blast. 

Positive charge 200 scale divisions in 30"' (approx.) 
Negative charge 200 scale divisions in 30" (approx.) 

With the blast therefore the amount of negative which comes 
off in the gas was approximately the same as that of the positive, 
while without the blast the amounts were in the ratio of 1 to 5. 

This experiment would seem to favour the explanation ad- 
vanced above for the great difference in the amounts of positive 
and negative carriers usually observed when CO, is used 

(15) The velocity of the carriers in CO, varied with the 
current through the arc in the same way as in air and oxygen ; as 
the current is increased the velocity of the carrier rapidly dimiu- 
ishes. Thus in one series of experiments in which the current 
through the arc was gradually increased, values of the velocity 
were found diminishing from '01 cm. per second to '004 cm. per 
second with a force of 1 volt per cm. No doubt a much greater 
range of values could be obtamed by varying the current through 
the arc through a wider range. These determinations are all 
made after the gas has come away from the arc and when it is at 
the temperature of the room. 

(16) Comparing the velocity of the carrier when CO, is used 
with that in au:, the arc being as nearly as possible the same in 
both cases, we always get a much smaller velocity in CO, than in 
air. The ratio of the velocity in CO, to that in air was found in 
different determinations with different arcs to vary from ^ to -j^. 
In CO^ therefore the carrier finally collects around itself a greater 
mass tnan it does in air. 

(17) In CO, as in air the velocity of the negative carrier is 
greater than that of the positive; the difference of velocities 
varied considerably in a number of determinations made with 
different arcs, but the mean value of the difference amounted to 
about 40 per cent. The difference was therefore greater than in 



252 Mr McClelland, On the Conductivity of Oases 

air or ozy^n. We saw above that there were reasons foi suppos- 
ing that in the arc itself the very great initial difference in the 
masses of the positive and negative carriers was longer maintained 
than in air or oxygen, and this result obtained firom actual 
measurement of the velocities would point in the same direction. 

(18) At this stage in these experiments the arc was discarded 
and an incandescent wire used to produce ionisation and render 
the gas conducting. 

There are many points of resemblance between the conduc- 
tivity of the gas and its electrification as produced by the arc and 
by an incandescent wire, and hence the results obtained with the 
wire may be given in continuation with those recorded above for 
the arc. 

To adapt the apparatus described at the beginning of this 
paper to this work it is only necessary to substitute a piece of fine 
platinum wire a few centimetres long for the arc, and raise it to 
the required temperature by passing a current through it. 

We shall first consider the case when the wire is heated in air. 

Iiicandescent wire in air. 

(19) By gradually increasing the current through the wire 
we can heat it gradually to an intense red or white heat, and we 
find that as soon as it reaches a dull red, in &ct as soon as it is 
luminous, the air drawn from it has the property of being able to 
discharge a negatively charged body but not a body positively 
charged. As the temperature of the wire rises a negative charge 
is discharged more rapidly, and when we reach a sumciently hiffh 
temperature the gas coming from the wire will discharge a body 
chaiged either positively or negatively. 

To illustrate these effects we give the following numbers 
obtained in one experiment. The gas is forced past the incan- 
descent wire which is substituted for the arc in Fig. 1, and through 
the tube A past the terminal B, which is chfloged to a high 
potential and its rate of leak observed. 

Current heating the Bate of leak of terminal. 

platinum wire. Charged positiyely. Chaiged negativelj. 

4*4 amperes No leak No leak 

5*4 amperes No leak 10 divisions in QO" 

6*4 amperes No leak 70 divisions in 60^' 

7*4 amperes 15 divisions in 60'' 90 divisions in 60'' 

8'4 amperes 100 divisions in 15" 100 divisions in 15". 

These numbers show that the wire requires to be at a higher 
temperature in order to discharge positive electricity near it, than 
is required to discharge negative electricity. Also, at very high 
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temperatures the rate of discharge of positive electricity is approxi- 
mately the same as that of negative. 

(20) The conductivity produced by the incandescent wire is 
such as is produced by the lonisation of a gas ; the current varies 
with the E.M.F. in the usual way, and the gas loses all its con- 
ductivity when the maximum current it can csgrry has passed 
through it. The numbers below refer to an experiment in which 
the rate of leak of the terminal B, Fig. 1, is measured for different 
values of the elilf. when the conducting gas is forced past it at a 
constant velocity. This experiment may be made with the 
terminal charged either positively or neratively if the wire is at a 
sufficiently high tempei^ature, but with the wire at a dull red heat 
the terminal will leak only if charged negatively. 



Volte. 


Conent in arbitniy onito. 


200 


50 


120 


47 


80 


44 


40 


26 


20 


14-5 


9 


7 



Fig. 4 shows the curve plotted from these numbers, and we see 
that a maximum value of the current is reached in the same way 
as with the conductivity produced by B<>ntgen rays or by the arc. 
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The conductivity is therefore produced by the ionisation of the 
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gas, and we hftve the positive caniers only coming away from the 
wire at low temperatures, and at higher temperatures those of 
both signs ; when the wire is at a bright red heat the amount of 
negative is approximately the same as that of positive. 

(21) These results agree with former experiments on the 
subject. Elster and Oeitel found that when a platinum wire is 
heated to luminosity in air, the air acquires a charge of positive 
electricity. They found that the potential to which a body could 
be raised when placed near the wire depended on the temperature 
of the wire and reached a maximum when the wire was at a bright 
yellow heat, and was very small when the wire was at a very high 
temperature. This would follow because the amount of positive 
and negative earners in the ras is nearly the same when the wire 
is very hot. Branl^ found that with the wire at a dull red heat 
the gas from it will only discharge negative electricity, but at 
higher temperatures both positive and negative. 

(22) When the temperature of the wire is comparatively low 
the ionisation, no doubt, takes place in a very thin layer close to 
the wire, and the ions being very close to the wire are attracted 
towards it. Since the mass of the negative carrier is initially very 
much smaller than that of the positive, the negative, when the 
layer of ionisation is very thin, may be entirely discharged to the 
wire while the positive carriers come off to some extent with the 
gas which is drawn away frx>m the wire. As the temperature of 
the wire is increased the layer of fi;as in which the ionisation takes 
place will get thicker, and when the thickness is sufficientlv great 
all the negative ions will no longer be discharged to the wire, and 
we will have both positive and negative in the gas; when the 
temperature is very high the number of carriers discharged to 
the wire from a very thm layer close to it will be small compared 
with the total ionisation, so that the eonounts of positive and 
negative in the gas taken from near the wire will he nearly the 
same. 

(23) The property possessed by an incandescent wire of being 
able to discharge a negatively charged body near it before it can 
discharge one positively charged, as its temperature is gradually 
raised, does not depend on the sort of wire used. Iron, German- 
silver, and brass wires were tried and gave the same result as the 
platinum. When any of these wires is neated the gas drawn from 
it discharges negative electricity so soon as the wire is luminous, 
but a considerskble further heating is required before positive 
electricity can be discharged. The following numbers refer to 
a (jferman-silver wire, and the results with the others were 
similar 
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Coneoi heating Leakage 

the wire Poeitiye charge . Negati^ dhazge 

1 ampere No leak No leak 

I'l amperes No leak 12 divisions in SO'' 

1*2 amperes No leak 70 divisions in SO'' 

1'3 amperes 40 divisions in 30" 860 divisions in SO" 

Wire melted when farther heated. 

(24) A point in connection with these experiments ¥rith 
incandescent wires, which is worthy of notice, is that the positive 
carriers are present in the gas near the wire just as soon as it 
becomes lummous. If a conductor charged negatively is near the 
wire, and the temperature of the wire gradually rais^, we always 
notice that leakage of the charge begins just when the wire 
becomes luminous. This point having been observed when work- 
ing with a platinum wire, a number of experiments were made 
with platinum, German-silver, and brass wires, and it was always 
found that just when the luminosity of the wire could be observed 
a negatively charged body near it began to leak. It is difficult to 
see why the power to produce ionisation should thus accompany 
the luminosity, but the agreement can hardly be merely a coinci- 
dence. Perhaps we should look on the luminosity as aue to the 
ionisation of the layer of gas close to the wire. 

(25) The conductivity of the gas drawn away from an incan- 
descent wire increases very rapidly as the temperature of the wire 
is raised. In the following table the current used to heat the 
wire is given, and also the conductivity measured by forcing the 
gas through the apparatus shown in Fig. 1, and observing the 
leakage of the terminal B after it has been charged to a high 
potential. 

Current through OondactiTity of gas 

tiie wire proportional to 

2-02 amperes 12 

2-25 „ 60 

2-44 „ 1S5 

2-61 „ 380 

2-75 „ 450 

2-89 „ 635 

The resistance of the platinum wire when these different 
currents are used was obtained by measuring the difference of 
potential between its ends, and in this way its temperature was 
estimated. The numbers given in the above table would cor- 
respond to a range of temperature of from about 1800** C. to 

1800" C, 

The gas taken from the wire can discharge negative electricity, 
as we have seen, as soon as the wire is luminous, but before 

18—2 
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positive electricity can be discharged a further heating of some 
400 degrees centigrade is required. 

It is intended to make fdrther and more accurate experiments 
on these points. 

Incandescent Wire in Air. Velocity of Carriers. 

(26) Experiments were made to determine the vetocity of 
the carriers under electric force in the same way as when the aic 
was used. With the incandescent wire, as with the arc, it was 
found that the velocity of the carrier varied as the temperature of 
the wire changed ; the higher the temperature of the wire the 
smaller was the velocity of the carrier, in one set of experiments 
values were found ranging from 01 cms. per second to '003 cm& 
per second. When the arc was used values of the velocity of the 
carriers were found lying inside these limits, but when the currents 
through the arc is small the velocity of the carrier is greater than 
any value found when using the incandescent wire. The diminu- 
tion of the velocity with increase of current in the arc would seem 
to be due to the heating of the terminals, and not to anything 
that occurs in the arc itself. The same effect is then produced by 
an increase of temperature of the inccmdescent wire. 

The velocity of the negative carrier is greater than that of the 
positive when the inccmaescent wire is used, and the excess is 
about 20 7o> ^h® same as for the arc. 

Incandescent Wire in COj. 

(27) The effects observed with COj were similar to those 
with air. It will be remembered that when an arc was formed 
in CO9, the gas from it discharged negative electricity much more 
rapidly than positive ; it was oifficult to get the negative carriers 
away from the ara The incandescent wure was tried in COt to 
see if a similar effect occurred, but it was found that when the 
temperature of the wire was sufficiently high the gas from it 
discharged positive electricity as rapidly as negative. The cause 
assigned for the discharge of the negative carriers to the terminals 
of the arc would not apply to the incandescent wire where there 
is a very small electric field, all parts of the wire beinc^ nearly at 
zero potential. We give some numbers referring to the conduc- 
tivity observed with a wire heated in CO,, 

Current heating Leakage 

the wire Positiye change Negatiye ohange 

4'4 amperes No leak No leak 

5*4 amperes No leak 30 divisions in 60 

6'4 amperes No leak 45 divisions in 60 

7*4 amperes 4 divisions in 60" 62 divisions in 60" 

8*4 amperes 100 divisions in 28" 100 divisions in 28 



1" 



// 
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As in air» the gas from the hot wire can discharge negative 
electricity before it can discharge positive, while at very high 
temperatures the rate of discharge is the same approximately for 
positive and negative. With COg again it is always observed that 
the discharge of negative electricity begins just as soon as the 
wire becomes luminous. 

(28) The velocity of the carriers was measured for various 
temperatures of the wire as in the previous cases, and the same 
results obtained, the velocity diminishing as the temperature of 
the wire was raised. In one series of experiments numbers ranging 
frt>m '03 cm& per second to *006 cms. per second, for a force of one 
volt per cm., were found. 

The velocity of the negative carrier is again greater than that 
of the positive ; one experiment eave a difference of 25 °/^, 

Further experiments, both with the arc and with the incan- 
descent wire, are being carried on, and it is hoped to publish 
further results soon. In the meantime it is better to postpone any 
further discussion of the results in this paper. 

I wish in conclusion to thank Prof Thomson for many valuable 
suggestions. 
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Experiments on the Periodic Movement of Plants. By Miss 
D. F. M. Pertz and Mr Francis Darwin. 

[Bead 22 January 1900.] 

The first part of the paper is practically a continuation of the 

authors' research "On the artificial production of rhythm in 

plants" published in the Annals of Botany, 1891. The second 

part deals with a new example of periodic movement. If a 

"sleeping" plant is placed in a dark room after its leaves have 

assumed the nocturnal position, it will "awake" next morning, 

Le. its leaves will return to the diurnal position, in spite of the 

darkness. In the experiment described, the procedure was vari^-: 

by exposing the plants to one-sided illumination: under these 

circumstances the leaves are well known to assume certain 

characteristic oblique positions. The point of the experiment is 

that if a plant is darkened after having responded in the above 

manner to one-sided illumination, it returns to the oblique position 

on " awaking" next day in complete darkness. 



Wealden Plants from Bemissart. By Mr A. C. Seward. 

[Read 22 January 1900.] 

A brief account was given of a collection of plants in the 
Natural History Museum of Brussels which were obtained from 
argillaceous rocks at Bemissart, a locality rendered famous by the 
discovery in 1877 of more than twenty complete skeletons of 
Iguanodon, The beds containing the Iguanodons and plants 
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occupy a gorge, 250 m. deep, bounded on either side by Oarboni- 
ferouB strata. A short list of species of Bemissart plants was 

Eublished in 1878 by M. DupontS the identifications b^ing made 
y the late Marquis of Saporta. 

Through the courtesy of M. Dupont, the Director of the 
Brussels Museum, the writer has recently examined the collection, 
which consists of numerous small fragments of typical Wealden 
species. The fragmentary nature of the fossils renders accurate 
determination difficult, but several species are represented by a 
large number of examples and can be readily identified. The 
followiDg species have been recognised : — Algites sp., LycopodUes 
sp., Equia^itea sp., Onychiapsis Mantelli (Brongn.), Matonidium 
Ooepperti (Ett), Laccofteria DunJceri (Schent), Ruffordia Ooepperti 
(Dunk.), Weichselia MamJbelli (Brongn.), Sphenopteris FitUmi Sew., 
Sphenopteris delicaiissima Schenk., Sa^onepteris Mantelli (Dunk.) 
Protorhtpis Roemeri (Schenk.), Cladophlebie Dunket^ (Schimp.), 
Leckenbya valdensis Sew., Oleichenites sp., AdiantUes sp., Pimtes 
Solmsi Sew., Conitee minuta sp. nov. etc. 

The Flora is represented by fragmentary samples which wpear 
to have been transported for a considerable distance, and finally 
deposited in a fine freshwater argillaceous sediment. A striking 
feature of the flora is the scarcity of Qymnosperms; nearly the 
whole of the material consists of fragments of Fern fronds, Weichadia 
Mantelli being by far the commonest species. The evidence 
afforded by the plants points unmistakably to a Wealden age, 
nearly all the species bemfi[^ identical with those described from 
the Wealden rocks of the Sussex coast, the north German area, 
and elsewhere. 



On the Biology of Bulgaria polymorpha. By Mr R. H. Biffek. 

[Bead 22 January 1900.] 

The life history of this fringus has been studied in detail by 
means of cultures grown on blocks of sterilized oakwood. On 
infecting these blocks with germinating ascospores, or with conidia 
from the mycelium produced by the ascospores, a crop of adult 
ascospores was produced in about six months. At the same time 
the wood is attacked by the fungus and deliquefied in a charae- 
teristic manner, the process starting at the pits in the walls of the 
elements. 

1 BuO. Ae. R. Belg., vol. xxvi. [2], 1878, p. 887. 
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On the Electro-chemical Equivalent of Carbon, By Mr S. 
Skinner. 

[Beeeived 5 February 1900.] 

§ 1. In a paper read before the Physical Section at the Bristol 
B.A. Meeting 1898, 1 described some experiments bearing on the 
theory of Jacques' carbon-consuming ceil. This cell consists of a 
carbon pole dipping into hot fused caustic soda contained in an 
iit>n crucible. Through the fused caustic soda is passed a current 
of air, and an electromotive force is generated actine from the iron 
to the carbon in the external circuit. My experiments showed 
that the addition of sodium peroxide was more efficient than 
passing in air, and that the sodium peroxide acted as a depolariser 
when placed in a divided cell so that it came in contact with the 
iron alone. These results were explained by considering that the 
sodium ferrate which was formed acted as an electrolyte when 
dissolved in fused caustic soda, and that the ferrate combined with 
the sodium which must be set free on the iron surface by the 
electrolytic actions in the cell. 

Attempts were nmde to study the consumption of carbon by 
weighing the carbon rod before and afler current had been taken 
from the cell. These, however, failed as it was difficult to remove 
the absorbed electrolyte from the porous carbon. So the rate of 
consumption of carbon was left undetermined. 

The new experiments in the following paper were made with 
the view of studying this point, and a cell acting at ordinary 
tem|>erature and with acjueous solutions has been devised. The 
cell is described in section 3. 

The experiments of Bartoli and Papasogli on the electrolysis 
of water (Ann. Chim. et Phye. 1886) and of Cohen {Zeitadvr, fiJi/r 
Electrochemie^ 1896) on that of sulphuric acid with carbon elec- 
trodes have shown that carbon compounds are formed in solution, 
and also that carbon dioxide gas, carbon monoxide, and oxygen in 
varying proportions are given off at the anode. Further, Cohen 
constructed a cell in which a lead peroxide plate formed the 
cathode and a carbon block the anode with an electrolyte of hot 
sulphuric acid. 

It appears from these results that a highly oxygenised sub- 
stance on electrolysis may yield an anion which will attack carbon, 
and clearly a very good substance for this purpose would be 
potassium permanganate. 

§ 2. When a current is passed into a solution of potassium 
permanganate at the ordinary temperature from a carbon anode 
carbon dioxide gas is given off at this electrode. If the same 
current be made to pass through a water voltameter the ratio of 
the hydrogen set free to the carbon dioxide may be determined. 

19—2 
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To make this measurement I have found it convenient to use the 
apparatus described below, as it is necessary in collecting the 
carbon dioxide gas to avoid its loss by solution in water, or by 
combination with the potassium hydroxide formed at the cathode. 
In order to avoid the former source of loss the solution is 
previously saturated with carbon dioxide gas, and to prevent loss 
by the latter the electrolyte is kept moving from the anode 
towards the cathode. 

The apparatus consists of a measuring tube AB standing 
vertically with an electrode of carbon formed from a piece of an 
arc-light carbon ^ At the side opposite the carbon is joined a 
horizontal tube which at the open end is bent upwards, and into 




which the platinum cathode dips. A fine tube C, blown into the 

{^lass just above the platinum plate, serves as an outlet for gas or 
iquid. In commencing an experiment the tube G is connected 
by a rubber tube to a tall reservoir DE, and potassium perman- 
ganate solution, almost saturated, is poured in at E until it nearly 

^ In some experiments rods of gas-carbon cut from the part next the walls of 
the retort were used. The results did not differ from those obtained with aro-light 
carbons. 
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fills the gas tube AB, the stopcock being left open. The current 
is now started and bubbles of carbon dioxide form on the carbon 
rod- These bubbles, however, are dissolved as they ascend through 
the solution above the anode. At the cathode hydrogen escapes 
tlirough the side tube 0, and passes up the tube DE, The 
current is maintained until the liquid is saturated with carbon 
dioxide, which will then be seen escaping from the surface of the 
liquid through the open tap. 

The apparatus is now ready to commence a measurement. 
The stopcock A is closed and the reservoir DE is discon- 
nected at C. A water voltameter is put in series with it, so 
that the same current passes through the two voltameters. If the 
current be started carbon dioxide is collected m AB and displaces 
the permancfanate solution which escapes at the side tube (7, 
together with the hydrogen from the cathode. As this displace- 
ment goes on during the whole experiment the potash formed at 
the cathode is carried away. 

Table I. 



Carrent 
Btrength 

in 
amperes 



15 



■12 



12 



•58 



•54 



Volume 

of gas 

evolved at 

carbon 

electrode 

in EMn04 



26-8 
10-3 
25-3 
440 
241 
10-3 

Over 

carbon 

electrode 

in KjCrjOy 

solution 

20-7 



Percentage 

of carbon 

dioxide. 



86-0 



85-5 



85-5 



80 



77 



78-5 



Percentage 
of carbon 
monoxide 

and 
oxygen by 
difference 


Volume of 

oxygen 

collected 

over 

platinum 

electrode 

in dilute 

HjSO^ 


140 


27 


14-5 


10-4 


14-5 


27-8 


20 




23 






(10-05) 


21-5 


22-0 



Volume of 
hydrogen. 



201 



Difference 

between 

fifth and 

second 

columns 



•1 
2-5 



-•25 



1-3 
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The current used in some of the experiments was about 
5 ampere, and as the section of the tube between BC is aboat 
half a square centimetre the current density on the carbon la 
approximately one ampere per square centimetre. 

Under these conditions the reamngs in Table I. were obtained. 

The analyses of the carbon dioxide gas were made by placing 
a sample of the gas over potash solution. 

The residue after the absorption of the carbon dioxide was 
always found to be slightly explosive, showing that it consisted of 
carbon monoxide mixra with a little oxygen. 

§ 3. When a cell is arranged with carbon in potassium 
permanganate solution and a lead peroxide plate in dilute sulphuric 
acid, the two electrolytes being separate by a porous pot, an 
electromotive force acts externally from the lead peroxide towards 
the carbon. Such a cell has an electromotive force of 0*33 volt, 
and in it the permanganate ion is carried against the carbon plate, 
and the hydrogen towards the lead peroxide which it reduoe& 
This cell forms a self-acting system in which carbon is consumed 
at ordinary temperature. If the lead peroxide plate be placed in 
the potassium permanganate the cell has an electromotive force of 
0*08 volt acting in the same direction as before. 

§ 4. The chemical chanees in the solution and at the carbon 
electrode may be represented thus : — 

C + 2H,0 + 4KMnO, = CO, + 4HMn04 + 4K. 
4K + 4H,0 = 2H, + 4KOH. 

It has already been pointed out that COi is given off at the 
anode, and it remains to prove that HMn04 or KMn04, resulting 
from the neutralisation of the acid, persists in solution although a 
quantity of elecfcricity more than sufficient for its complete de- 
composition be transmitted through the solution. To prove this 
experiments were made with an apparatus from which the per- 
manganate could be easily withdrawn. A glass cylinder 5 cm. in 
diameter had a diaphragm of parchment-paper stretched over one 
end, and held tightly by indiarubber bands. Into this vessel 

50 C.C. of ^ K,S04 was poured, and the cylinder was arranged to 

N 
dip into lOOcc. Y7rKMn04. A carbon or platinum anode was 

placed in the permanganate, and a platinum cathode in the 
potassium sulphate. A current of known strength was then 
passed for an observed time. Meanwhile a standard ferrous 
ammonium sulphate solution was prepared and titrated against 
100 c.c. of the stock permanganate solution. Afler passing the 
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current the electrolysed permanganate was collected and titrated 
against the ferrous solution. The change in the number of cubic 
centimetres of iron solution required measured the loss of per- 
manganate. 

The following results were obtained. 

Table II. 



ADode 


Current 


Time 


Cubic centimetres 
of iron required 

Before After 


Pereentoge 
loss of 

Oxidising 
power 


I. Carbon 


14 ampere 


50 minotea 


205 


183 


10-7 


II. Carbon 


•12 „ 


30 „ 


205 


190 


7-3 


m. Platinum-^ 


■13 ,. 


51 „ 


212 


186 


12-2 



Since the current and time are known it is possible to calculate 
the weight of permanganate which would be decomposed by the 
corresponding quantity of electricity. The equivalent weight of 
potassium permanganate is 158, and the electrochemical eauivalent 
of hydrogen is *00001035 per ampere-second, and hence the E.C.E. 
of ^Mn04 18 '00164. This represents the amount in grammes 
decomposed by one ampere per second, and from it we can 
calculate the weight of permanganate equivalent to the quantity 
of electricity for each of the above experiments. This gives : — 

Experiment I. 0'69. 
Experiment II. 0*35. 
Experiment III. 0-652. 

N 
Since 100 c.c. of r^ KMn04 contain '316 gramme it follows that 

sufficient electricity has been conveyed to decompose all the 
permanganate more than twice in the first experiment. The 
colour and oxidising power have however remained. To explain 
this, permanganic acid or potassium permanganate must nave 
been reform^. According to this view the following expresses 
the action in the divided cell: 



Before 



1^ 



O - H, - 2Mn04 - 2K - SO4 - 2 K -- 20H - 2H 

After 
> The Platinum anode was bright and clean after the experiment. 
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In further support of this view of the persistence of the 
permanganate ion during electrolysis some experiments were made 
in which a current was passed through potassium permanganate 
and the escaping gases were collected. 

When a current is sent through potassium permanganate using 
platinum electrodes, oxygen is set free at the anode and hydrogen 
at the cathode. The volume of oxygen is very nearly equal to 
that set free in an acidulated water voltameter through which the 
same current passes, whereas the volume of hydrogen is very 
variable. When the cathode is clean little hydrogen is set free, 
but after a time the cathode becoming coated with black man- 
ganese dioxide, the hydrogen escapes more rapidly and begins to 
approximate in volume to double that of the oxygen. The follow- 
ing measurements illustrate this, and as the current was also 
measured the influence of current-density at the electrode can be 
traced : 



Table III. 



Concentration 

of potassium 

permanganate 

solution 


Current in 
amperes 


Vol. of 

oxygen set 

free in 

KM[n04 

voltameter 


Vol. of 

oxygen set 

free in 

dilute 

HjSO, 

voltameter 


Vol. of 
hydrogen 
set free in 
the H,S0« 

voltameter 


Remarks 


strong 

>» 
1) 
>» 

10 ^'^'' 

-— fresh 

N 
Kaine 

10 ^'■'*'' 


Oil 
015 
0-25 
0-25 

03 
001 
004 
0-025 


7-8 
385 
35-6 
25-4 

18-6 
12-2 
210 
27-2 


37-8 
340 
22-8 

19-6 
13-2 
210 
28-3 


16-4 


anode 

remained 

bright 
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§ 5. A theoretical explanation of the production of carbon 
dioxide is required in the case of the electrolysis of pure water 
(Bartoli and Papasogli, loc. cit) of dilute sulphuric acid (Faraday, 
Experimental Researclies, vol, I. section 744) and of potassium 
permanganate solution. 

Bartoli and Papasogli used distilled water, and an electromotive 

force of 1200 volts. The ions in distilled water are OU and H, 

and when the OH ions combine with the carbon it is possible that 
an orthocarbonic acid C(0H)4 is at first formed, and that this 
breaks up into CO, and 2HaO. Orthocarbonic acid has not been 

isolated although its ethereal salt has been prepared. In the case 

- + 

of dilute sulphuric acid with its ions HSO4 &nd H we may suppose 
that an unstable compound C (HS04)4 is formed at first, and that 
this immediately breaks up in aqueous solution forming CO, and 

4HsS04. Similarly in KMn04 solution, where the ions are Mn04 
+ 

and K, we must suppose that C (Mn04)4 is an intermediate product 
which reacting with water produces CO, and 4HMn04. The 
solution of carbon is here regarded as analogous to the solution of 
the zinc in a simple voltaic cell. 

The formation of CO appears to be controlled by the current 
density. The results in Table I. show that with a low current 
density less CO is formed than with a high density. The nature 
of the negative ion has an influence, since Cohen found that only 
70 per cent, of the gas given off from warm fairly concentrated 
sulphuric acid was COa, and 29 per cent, was CO. The lowest 
percentage with permanganate and bichromate was 77 per cent. 
No organic compounds were found deposited or in solution in my 
experiments. 

The solution of the quantity of zinc in a simple cell which is 
accompanied by the flow of a unit quantity of electricity may be 
regarded as the electro-chemical equivalent. In this sense these 
experiments give a value for the electro-chemical equivalent of 
carbon three times that of hydrogen, since twelve parts by weight 
of carbon enter into combination when four parts by weight of 
hydrogen are set free. 
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Magnetic Disturbances in ths Isle of Skye, By Mr Ai^bkd 
Harkeb. 

[With Plates XI, XIL] 
[Beeeived 23 January 1900.] 

It has long been known that in the Isle of Skye and other 
parts of the Inner Hebrides there are local magnetic disturbances, 
sometimes of such magnitude that the compass becomes useless 
as a guide. This fact may plausibly be connected with the 
geological constitution of the islands in question, the prevalent 
rocks being basalt, gabbro, and other igneous rocks rich in iron- 
compounds, largely in the form of the magnetic oxide. Bat 
although casual allusions are often met with, there seems to be 
little or no information available as regards the amount and 
distribution of these magnetic irregularities, and the probable 
explanation of the phenomena. This must be my excuse for 
o£^ring some results of observations made during the last few 
^ears in the central part of Skye. The observations were taken 
mcideutallv in the course of geological work, and were of a very 
rough kind, the only instrument used being the azimuth-compass 
or often the ordinary pocket-compass. 

In their * Magnetic Survey of the British Isles \' Professors 
Rucker and Thorpe give the magnetic elements for about a score 
of stations in the Western Isles and on the adjacent coast of 
Scotland, with their differences from the calculated normal values. 
The disturbances there indicated are, however, of a totally 
different order from those with which I proceed to deal, rarely 
amounting to one degree in declination and less in inclination^ 
with a variation up to about three per cent, in horizontal force. 
The much larger, and at the same time much more local, disturb- 
ances, which can be observed with a compass, were outside the 
scope of that survey, though a special examination was made of 
part of the Isle of Canna, which has long had a reputation for the 
abnormal behaviour of the compass. Here the authors record 
disturbances up to as much as 25'''3 in declination, the highest 
figures being for points just E. and W. of the Compass Hill. The 
influence diminished rapidly with distance, and was trifling at 
200 yards. This is almost the only record from the Western Isles 
which I can find to compare with the phenomena to be described 
in Skye. 

These phenomena are exhibited in the Cuillin Hills, composed 
mainly of gabbro, which occupy the centi-al part of the island, and 
on the moorland plateaux, consisting of basalt, which extend 
thence northward and westward, covering about half the area of 

1 Phil, Trofu. (a), vol. 181, pp. 58—828, plates 1—14; 1890. 
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Skye. I have found no remarkable magnetic disturbances in the 
R^ Hills, composed of granite (a rock very poor in iron-oxides), 
nor do they occur, so fisu* as my information goes, in the south- 
eastern part of the island, which is built mainly of stratified 
sedimentary rocks. 

The first fact to note is that on any salient point, either of 
the gabbro mountains or the basalt plateaux, the rocks are per- 
manently magnetised, and very often to such an extent that, by 
moving the compass about, the needle may be made to point in 
any direction. The disturbance aflfects dip as well as declination, 
so that, with the dial held horizontally, the needle will often jam 
against the card. When a rock-face forming part of such an 
eminence is tested more closely with the compass, it is found 
that certain points of the rock behave as north poles and others 
as south poles, such poles being irregularly distributed at intervals 
varying from a few inches to a few feet. A vertical and a hori- 
zontal rock-face give similar results in this respect Attempts to 
measure roughly the strength of a pole (assumed to be on the 
surface of the rock) gave various and not very satisfactory results. 
One method was to select a fairly isolated north pole on a rock 
facine south and present the compass to it, adjusting until the 
needle lay in the normal magnetic meridian, but in reverse 
position. The compass was then withdrawn in the same direction 
until the needle became unsteady and swung round. In one 
case this did not occur until the needle was 2 feet from the 
rock. 





Fia. 1. Rough sketch of cairn on Sgtlrr nan Gobhar, looking down on it from 
above. The small arrows show the positions assumed by the compass needle. 
When one end of the needle dips very strongly, this is indicated by a small circle. 
The highest point of the cairn is on the edge of the stone on the extreme left of the 
ftfnu^f and this behaves as a north pole. Another strong north pole is indicated 
towards the right of the figure. 
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These phenomena are not confined to high mountain-summits, 
but are exhibited equally by insignificant knolls on the moorland 
plateaux, provided they form the highest ground in their imme- 
diate neighbourhood. The localisation of these intense magnetic 
disturbances in such situations seems to point very decidedly to 
atmospheric electricity as the cause of the magnetisation of these 
salient points of rock. It is not necessary to suppose that the 
exposed points have been struck by lightning. Indeed, the re- 
markable rarity of thunderstorms in Skye rather suggests that 
the summits act to some extent as lightning-conductors. It is 
easy to show too that no great lapse of time is required for rocks 
so exposed to become magnetised. The stones composing the 
cairns erected by the Triangulation Survey are invariably highly 
magnetic, while the loose stones lying about the base of the cairn 
are much less so. This is true even of small cairns erected by 
climbers within a few years past. (See fig. 1.) 

The very violent, and at the same time very local, disturbances 
which have been briefly described may be styled for the sake of 
clearness disturbances of the first order. As stated, they are 
found generally in connection with salient points of rock all over 
the gabbro mountains and, so far as my examination has extended, 
over the basaltic plateaux of Skye. It may be taken as established 
that they are directly due to permanent magnetisation of the 
rocks in these exposed places. The enquiry naturally suggests 
itself, whether a like explanation is applicable to any disturbances 
of a lower order. My observations on this point are rather sug- 
gestive than conclusive, but some of the results may be worth 
putting on record. They apply to what may be called disturb- 
ances of the second order, affecting a larger area than the pre- 
ceding, but having a smaller magnitude. Observations of de- 
clination (the only kind taken) still show large deviations from 
the normal magnetic meridian, but not sucn as involve com- 
plete rotation of the needle, except where centres of disturbance 
of the first order occur within the area affected. Two examples 
will suffice to illustrate the nature of the phenomena. 

I take first the summit of Glamaig, a hill of more than 
2500 feet altitude in the neighbourhood of Sligachan. The summit 
consists of basalt, metamorphosed by the proximity of the granite 
on which it rests and in which it has been involved. The hill 
has a round top, which falls away in smooth slopes on the south 
and west sides, but the north-east face is at first steep and rocky. 
It forms a cliff, the edge of which runs in a curved line N.W. and 
N.N.W., passing very near the summit. Centres of intense local 
disturbance due to permanent magnetisation (disturbances of the 
first oi-der) occur at several places where crags project prominently 
on the face of the steep slope, and the summit-cairn, standing 
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about 10 feet S.W. of the edge of the cliflF, is also highly 
magnetised. Observations of declination were taken at 46 points 
within a radius of 15 yards of the sumrait-caim, and the results 
are shown on the accompanying ground-plan (PL XL). The de- 
clination proper to the time and place is about N. 21° W., and 
the edge of the cliff, which is practically the crest-line of the hill, 
is thus roughly coincident with the normal magnetic meridian. 
In order to note the effect of this crest-line we will consider the 
deflections of the needle from the normal magnetic meridian as 
observed at points on opposite sides of the line. For brevity we 
may call deflections to west and east of north positive and 
negative deflections respectively. Of 28 observations at points 
to the (magnetic) west of the line, 2 gave the normal declination ; 
4 gave positive deflections, but never exceeding 2^*" in amount ; 
while 22 gave negative deflections varying up to 13°, with a mean 
of about ()^°. The mean for the 28 was a negative deflection of 
nearly 5°. Of 18 observations at points to tlie (magnetic) east 
of the line, 7 were in the neighbourhood of highly magnetic 
crags, and so gave large and irregular deviations: these, for our 
present purpose, may be left out of account. Of the remaining 
11, 3 gave negative deflections, but only of 2°, 5°, and 7°, re- 
spectively; while the other 8 gave positive deflections varying 
from 6^° to 30J°, with a mean of 17°. The mean for the 11 was a 
positive deflection of 11°. It will be noticed that the deflections 
are higher and also more iiTegular on the steep than on the gentle 
slope. The irregularities, however, are not so great as to hide 
what appears to be the general rule governing the disturbance ; 
viz. that the horth pole of the needle is deflected eastward on 
the west side of the crest-line and westward on the east side. 

A similar diagram of the behaviour of the compass-needle on 
the summit of Qlamaig was given by MaccuUoch in a paper 
published in 1816^ and one object of my own observations was to 
ascertain what changes, if any, had taken place in the interval of 
more than eighty years. The comparison is not very easily made, 
for the reason that MaccuUoch had no topographical map to guide 
him : he does not tell us how he fixed the points of the compass, 
and there would also be some small latitude possible in fixing the 
actual summit-point on the round top of the hill. The only 
differences that can be certainly verified between the two diagrams 
relate to places of violent local disturbance. One such is in- 
dicated on Macculloch's diagram which certainly did not exist at 
the time of my observations (September, 1898). It is on the 
smooth side of the hill, about 36 yards from the summit, in a 
direction a little west of N.W. Here MaccuUoch marks an arrow 

* Trans. Geol. Soc, vol. iii., plate 3, fig. 1. 
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pointing nearly S.E., while at or near the same spot I found the 
declination nearly normal or with a very slij^ht negative de- 
viation ^ It appears then that a magnetic distarbance of the 
first order (due perhaps to a lightning-stroke) once existed at this 
spot, but has since died out. As regards the centres of violent 
local disturbance on the steep slope, it is only possible to say that 
the older diagram, like mv own, shows some highly anomalous 
declinations in this part; but the rapid changes from point to 
point which are always found near such spots make any close 
comparison impossible. 

The next example is of a somewhat different kind, and is 
selected with the view of examining the probable relation between 
disturbances of the second order and those of the first. It is a 
prominent ridge on the hill named Meall an Fhuarain, about half- 
way between Sligachan and Portree and a mile west of the hi||^h- 
road*. The ridge rises abruptly about 60 feet above the fairly 
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Fia. 9. Enlarged ground-plan of a Bmall area at the tmnmit C in Plate XTT. 
Three north poles and four sonth poles are indioated by the beha^ionr of the 
eompass needle. 

level moorland immediately surrounding it, and runs in a straight 



^ These and some other observations made merely for comparison with the 
earlier ones are not included in the summarised account, because thqr coiUd not 
oonTcniently be brought within the Umits of the diagram. They are quite in accord 
with the general resiUt as summarised. 

* It is a station of the Trigonometrical SurTejr, marked 962*7 on the Ordnance 
Snrr^ map, and is a conspicuous object directly m front of anyone approaching by 
road from Sligadhan. 
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the prominent features among the moorland hills, it is formed, 
not by the basaltic lavas, but by a more durable rock, also of basic 
composition, intruded among them in the form of a sheet or sill. 
The long axis of the ridge bears about N. IS^"" W., and is there- 
fore nearly in the normal magnetic meridian for the place and 
epoch (N. 21** W.). Violent local disturbances connected with 
intense magnetisation of the rocks occur at several spots, notably 
at the two summits, C and E, and at other salient points such as 
F and H\ and these disturbances are of the character already 
described as distinguishing the ' first order/ Fig. 2 is a ground- 
plan of part of the rock-aurface at C, the point which exhibits 
the strongest disturbance of this type. It may be remarked in 
passing that this summit, though not quite so high as ^, is a 
more marked prominence : hence perhaps its more intense mag- 
netisation. 

Observations of declination were taken at intervals of a few 
yards, or in critical places one yard, along the crest of the ridge 
and also along a line at right angles to the long axis, passing 
through the summit E\ the results of these are indicated in 
diagram (PL XII.). It is cl^ear from the figures there given that 
the field of disturbing force is of a very complex nature, but on 
examination some indication of law is evolved from the apparent 
irregalarities. Most striking are the manner in which the de- 
flections increase towards each of the centres of strong local dis- 
turbance, and the abrupt change in sign of the deflection as we 
pass such a centre. The relation of all the deflections along the 
northern half of the rid^e to the centre of disturbance at the 
summit G is veiy manifest. This summit produces negative 
deflections, diminishing with distance, at points to the north of it ; 
and positive deflections, also diminishing with distance, at points 
to the south. To the north, where no other important centre of 
disturbance complicates the result, the effisct is felt to at least a 
hundred yards, and probably with more delicate instruments 
might be proved much farther. The centres E and F produce 
somewhat similar effects, except that the deflections are in the 
opposite sense. It is interesting too to note the abrupt chan^ of 
7 at the point B. This may be interpreted as the superposition 
on the effioct of C of an effect of the same kind but much smaller 
magnitude, and probably points to the existence at £ of a centre 
of disturbance too feeble to be detected in a rough and hasty 
examination. Other irregularities may be conjectured to have a 
like origin. 

The observations at this locality seem then to indicate that, 
besides the powerful local forces which cause the needle to spin 
rapidly about as the compass is moved over the surface, a summit 
magnetised in this apparently fortuitous manner exerts neverthe- 
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less a definite resultant force sensible, with diminishing effect, to 
considerable distances. Without multiplying examples, it may be 
stated generally that this statement is borne out at numerous 
other localities examined in a more cursory way. On those ridges 
in the Cuillins especially which trend approximately north and 
south, and culminate in marked summits, results showing con- 
siderable regularity were obtained, so long as subordinate centres 
of local disturbance residing in minor prominences were avoided. 
Such east and west ridges as I have examined (Sgiirr Dearg, 
Sgtirr nan Gobhar, and others) showed considerable deflections 
varying from point to point and not easily reduced to any 
semblance of order; a fact perhaps attributable to the rough 
profile of these ridges, presenting as they do numerous crags 
which are centres of more or less strong local disturbance. 

My observations, taken on most of the peaks and ridges of the 
Cuillins, though numerous, were, as already intimated, of a very 
rough kind. They are sufficient, in my opinion, to demonstrate 
that magnetic disturbances, gradually varying from place to place, 
and of such magnitude as, in favourable circumstances, to be 
detected by the compass to distances of a mile or two miles, stand 
in relation to summits composed of highly magnetic rocks. Any 
attempt to specify the nature of the relation must be based on a 
much more thorough survey conducted with instruments of pre- 
cision. The general rule on north and south ridges seems to be 
that the deflections of the needle from the normal magnetic 
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Fio. 8. Behaviour of the compass needle on part of the Bummit-ridge of Bgdrr 
na Banachdich. The obBervations are marked, as before, on a gronnd-plan, and a 
longitudinal profile of the ridge is added. The numbers give the deflections from 
the normal magnetic meridian (N. 21^ W.). 



meridian are in opposite directions on opposite sides of the 
summit, and diminish in absolute magnitude with distance from 
the summit. Sometimes the deflections are negative to the north 
of the summit and positive to the south ; sometimes the reverse. 
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Again, there are cases in which the deflections are small or 
vanishing near the summit itself (the small area of magnetiBed 
rock beiDff excluded), and reach a maximum value at some little 
distance u'om it. This may perhaps be a complex result due to 
the joint effect of distinct centres of local disturbance, as illustrated 
by the summit portion of the ridge of Seiirr nan Banachdich 
(ng. 3). Here the summit-cairn (£) is highly magnetised, and so 
also are the points of rock A, 14 yards north, and (7, 21 yards 
south. Going north from the summit, the negative deflection 
increases from zero to — VJ" (at four and five yards), then decreases 
towards Ay and there changes sign. Qoing south iix>m the summit, 
the positive deflection increases from 1"" to 34"^ (at fourteen yards), 
then diminishes, and at C changes both magnitude and sign 
abruptly. I have not observed such phenomena in connection 
with summits which exert a sensible effect to long distances. 

The next enquiry in natural sequence seems to be whether a 
nionntain, as distinguished firom a mountain summit, or (to go 
further) a group of mountains, composed of such rocks as gabbro 
and basalt, exerts an appreciable effect of the nature of magnetic 
disturbance over the adjacent country. Rough compass observa- 
tions cannot be expected to contribute much to the solution of 
this Question, for the disturbances contemplated will be of what 
may oe regarded as the third order of magnitude, usually not 
exceeding a degree or two in declination and affecting a corre- 
spondingly extensive area. A large number of observations were 
taken on the belt of low moorland country bordering the Cuillins 
to the north and west, but, as might be anticipated, the results are 
found to be quite inconclusive. JNot only are the errors of obser- 
vation* too nearly comparable in magnitude with the actual 
deflections, but on this ground, composed of basaltic rocks, it is 
impossible to eliminate satisfactorily the disturbing effect due to 
slieht permanent magnetisation of small knolls and ridges. Prob- 
ably better results might be obtained in places where the gabbro 
mountains are bordered by a broad tracK of granite, a rock not 
itself susceptible to magnetisation. 

In this connection we mav notice the case of Garbh-bheinn, 
which may perhaps be regarded as supplying a connecting link 
between magnetic disturbances of the second and of the third 
order. Qarbn-bheinn, the northern termination of the Blaven 
range, is a mountain of 2650 feet, consisting in the main of gabbro, 
but this rock is obliquely underlain by granite, with a small inter- 
vening wedge of volcamc agglomerate and basalt. The granite is 
continuous with a large tract of the same rock extending northward 

' The method adopted in every case was to take the magnetic bearings of one or 
more distant objeets, and to compare with the true bearings as plotted with the 
protractor on the Ordnance Survey map. 

VOL. X. PT. V. 20 
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for some miles. Observations were taken along the northerly 
ridge of the mountain, avoiding magnetic crags which are not 
numerous or important. Beffinnmg at the (ummit, the declination 
was found to be quite normu for the first half mile, that is, down 
to about 1650 feet altitude. Here a negative deflection b^fins, as 
we approach the boundary of the gabbro, and this negative deflec- 
tion continues, with a steady magnitude of 5^ or 6'', for a mile and 
a half at least along the lower (granite) portion of the ridge. 
Unfortunately the observations were not earned beyond this point, 
but they are sufficient to prove a somewhat, wide-spread magnetic 
disturbance, changing only slowly in magnitude, and extending 
well beyond the mnits of any possible magnetised rocks. 

In the foregoing paragraphs I have, so fSar as is possible, 
avoided theoretical considerations, feeling that the data are not 
sufficient to warrant any strong opinion as to the precise explana- 
tion of the magnetic disturbances noted, but a few concluding 
remarks under this head will not be out of place. It may be 
taken as highly probable, if not certain, that, as resards Skye, 
these disturbances, small as well as large, are attributable to rock- 
magnetism. The alternative advocated by Naumann, viz. the 
effects produced in earth-currents by dislocations of the strata, 
can scarcely be appealed to in this case, especially in view of the 
fact that the district affords extremely little evidence of the 
existence of such dislocations. There remain the rival claims of 
permanent magnetisation of the rocks and the inductive action of 
the earth's magnetic field. As regards what I have distinguished 
as disturbances of the first order, the former cause is cleany indi- 
cated by the facts recorded ; but whether it supplies a vera causa 
for the disturbances of lower orders is a more doubtful question. 

Messrs RUcker and Thorpe, in the valuable report already 
cited, lay stress upon induction ; but it must be remembered that 
they deal generally with disturbances much smaller and moze 
wide-spread than those described above. They distinguish three 
different orders, as follows: — 

[iii] (local) affecting only a single station or its immediate 
neighbourhood ; i,e. havmg a range less than the average distance 
between the stations ; 

[iv] (regional) having a greater range, but small compared 
with the entire area under survey; 

[v] involving the whole, or a considerable firaction of that 
area. 

I have renumbered these to correspond with the orders of 
magnitude recognized above, on the assumption that the most 
loc^ disturbances embraced by this general survey are similar to 
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the moet wide-spread of those which I have attempted to establish 
within my limited area. 

In these latitudes a peak magnetised by induction should 
attract the north pole of the needle, and this is a simple test to 
apply to disturbances of what have been called the second and 
third orders. Some peaks, such as Qiamaig noticed above, con- 
form to this rule ; but it clearly affords no general explanation of 
the phenomena. At the same time certain considerations, and 
especially a comparison of N. — S. with K— W. ridges, suggest 
tluit induction may be one element contributing to the general 
result. Its influence miffht be sought in disturbances of low order 
among the granite hills bordering the gabbro tract or on the low 
ground built of Jurassic strata near the basaltic plateaux. 

Prof Blicker^ has endeavoured to show by calculation that 
induction is capable of producing regional magnetic disturbances 
comparable in magnituoe with those detected by his survey ; but 
the argument is open to serious criticism from the geological side. 
The author calculates the effect due to a large rectangular slab of 
rock of given magnetic susceptibility (this figure being obtained 
by experiments on basalts from Mull) magnetised by the earth's 
induction. The thickness of the slab is taken at 12 miles, it being 
supposed that beyond that depth, where the temperature would be 
about TOO"" C, magnetic matter does not exist. It is thus assumed 
that basalt, or rock of similar magnetic susceptibility, extends 
downward to a depth of twelve miles, an assumption not warranted 
by the known jgeological structure of any part of the globe. In 
Skye the basalt and gabbro are in the form of an irregular sheet, 
the base of which is seen in many places, the underlying rocks 
being sandstones, etc., for which no magnetic properties can be 
postulated. The base of the sheet is in some places above sea- 
level, in others a little below, and the average thickness of the 
sheet must be roughly about the same as the average elevation of 
the land, or probably not more than the fiftieth part of twelve 
miles. 

It may be remarked in conclusion that, although little in- 
formation has been published concerning magnetic pohirity amonff 
British rocks, there are numerous records and some detailed 
accounts from the Harz, the Fichtelgebirge, the Eifel, and other 
districts on the continent of Europe. The facts are very fairly 
comparable with those described above. Any considerable mag- 
netic properties are confined in general to basalts, diabases, 
serpentines, and other rocks rich in iron-compounds and usually 
in the mineral magnetite. The phenomena are such as would be 
produced by a large number of small magnets distributed through 

^ Pfoe. JSoy. 5oe., vol. xlyui., pp. 505—585 ; 1690. 
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the maas of the rock, without parallelism of their axes and, 
according to most observers, without any ascertainable law of 
arrangement. The property is described as residing only in the 
more superficial parts of a rock-mass, but the inferences drawn 
from this distribution are not always concordant. For example, 
Zaddach^ connected the magnetic polarity with chemical altera- 
tion of the rock by atmospheric agency ; a hypothesis not in itself 
very plausible, since one chief result of such weathering would be 
the conversion of the magnetic oxide to the peroxide or hydrated 
peroxide. The magnetic basalts and gabbros in Skye are often 
perfectly fresh, ana the property is confined to rocks which are 
not only exposed to the atmosphere but exposed in prominent 
situations. 



EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 

Plate xi. Ground-plan of the summit of Glamaig. The arrows show 
the positions assumed by the needle at diffen nt spots. The n ambers 
are not declinations, but deviations from the normal magnetic meiidi&n 
for the time and place (N. 21** W.), reckoned i)ositive towaixls the left 
and negative towards the right. The asterisks mark places where 
violent local disturbances occur in consequence of strong polarity of the 
rocks. 

Plate xii. Behaviour of the compass needle on the prominent ridge 
of Meall an Fhuarain. The observations are marked on a gi^ound-plan, 
and longitudinal and transverse pi-ofiles of the ridge are added to show 
the form of the ground. The numbers give, in degrees, the deflections 
from the normal magnetic meridian (N. 21** W.), reckoned positive 
towards the left and negative towaixis the right. Many observations 
have been omitted to avoid confusing the diagi^am : they are in hII cases 
in accord with the observations actually shown. The asterisks mark 
the chief places of violent local disturbance due to strong polarity of the 
rocks. 



On Differential Equations with two Independent Variables. By 
A. C. Dixon. 

[Read 5 February 1900.] 
V, Transactions, Vol. xix. Part i. 

' Verh, naturh. Vereim, Bonn, vol. vm., pp. 196 — 806, plates n. — iv.; 1861. 
BesidoR a minute description of certain magnetic crags of basalt, this paper oontaina 
a review of the earlier literature of the subject. For a more complete bibliogru^y 
see Meli, Boll. Soc. Geol. Ital., vol. ix., pp. 646—670; 1881. 
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A. suggestion as to a possible mode of Origin of some of 
the Secondary Sexual Characters in Animals a^ afforded by 
Observations on certain SaXmonids. By G. E. H. Babrett- 
Hamilton. 

[Read 19 February 1900.] 

The changes of colour or form which the males of so many 
vertebrates undergo in anticipation of, and often immediately 
before, the breeding-season are so well known that it is needless 
bare to cite any examples of them. Not less striking than their 
wide prevalence amongst every class of vertebrates, is the exceed- 
ingly varied form in which these changes make their appearance. 
Not only may either the whole or only a part, and that by no 
means always the same part, of the body be affected, but in some 
cases changes of both colour and form may occur in the same 
individual, as is found in many species of the genus Salmo, The 
breeding-season past, all trace of the nuptial colouring or out- 
growths is lost. 

Phenomena that seem to be analogous are presented by the 
permanent, and not merely temporary, assumption of sexual 
characters by the males of many animals. Here we have not 
only brighter coloration, but superior armature and, more 
frequently than all, increase of size. But, as in the case of the 
above, there may be alio special local developments of particular 
organs, such as the nasal glands and appendages of certain 
Chiroptera, excess of hair, forming a shaggy mane, in several other 
mammals, and differences of vocal power especially noticeable in 
many birds. 

As a rule those who have written on such phenomena leave 
the question of their possible origin alone ; and, seeking only to 
understand their present uses, have been content to assign to 
them a combative or aesthetic cause, the latter often in default 
of any other apparent reason. Thus Darwin was content to trust 
to Sexual (which is in part the effect of Natural) Selection as 
the guiding and perfecting factor in their development, while 
Mr Wallace, without being clear as to the radical difference 
between their origin and subsequent perfection, believes that the 
greater vigour of the males over the females finds an external 
vent in the manner described. No attempt, so far as I know, 
has been made to trace their primary physiological meaning, 
which, nevertheless, may have been widely different from their 
present or secondary use. 

If Darwin's explanation be of universal application it seems 
strange that the sexes should be alike and ofteu dully coloured 
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in the case of many of the more intelligent animals such as tbe 
Mammalia. Again, among Birds, the sexes of the Corvidas, 
wherein we should surely nave expected to find the greatest 
possible enjoyment of iEiesthetic display, are often alike. On the 
other hypothesis, if it be true that the males are inherently more 
vigorous than their females, how are we to account for the fitct 
that in some whole families such as the diurnal Birds of Prey 
(Acdpitree) the females are the larger ? In the case of some other 
Birds — as the Hemipodes (Tv/mix) and the Phalaropes {Phala- 
ropus) — and some few others it is the female and not the male 
which assumes the brightest breeding plumage, which exceptions 
to the general rule are usually explained by me fS^ct, more or leas 
ascertained, that there is here an exchange of function, the male 
performing the duty of incubation. Yet tnat the nuptial weapons 
or ornaments are mainly dependent on the condition of the 
sexual organs, has been asserted firom the days of John Hunter. 
Since his time the (question has been examined by many in- 
vestigators, and a considerable number of cases have been recorded, 
principally amongst Birds, in which the alleged intimate relation 
between the condition of the generative orrans and the external 
sexual characters has been usually a£5rmed, out sometimes ques- 
tioned^ and even denied. 

But what seems to me to throw most doubt of all upon the 
aesthetic theoiy as the guiding principle and upon that which 
relies upon the greater vigour of the male as the primary cause 
is the fact that in the case of many Birds, and those apparently 
of stupid species which we cannot suppose to be capable of 
appreciating differences of colour-tints, both sexes share in nuptial 
changes which may be very striking. Such is the case, for 
instance, amongst many sea birds. The crest and white side- 
tufts of the Shaes (Phalacrocoraa) and the wondeHul mandibular 
excrescences and facial plumes of the little Auks and Puffins 
{Fratercvia, Lunda, Simorhynchue and others) are temporarily 
assumed by both sexes. 

The wide-ranging nature of these phenomena, and their 
prevalence not only among vertebrates but among invertebrates, 
as, for instance, to quote only familiar instances, amongst the 
Spiders' of the family Attidae and many Linyphiidas, or amongst 
the Lepidoptera, suggests that there must be some wide-spread and 
fundamental causes to which all owe their origin, some primary 
state of things from which they all started, and which, once founa, 

^ See a paper by Mr J. H. Gurney, Janior, on ** Male Plumage in Female Biids," 
IbiSt 1888, p. 226, also ZoologUt, 1894, p. 15 : also a paper by the same author on 
a female Redstart which assumed the plnmage of a male, in Traiu, Norwich Nat 



IV. p. 182. 
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would indicate the analogies of all such, and, perhaps, of many 
other phenomena. 

I believe a clue to such a state of things is to be found in 
the nuptial changes of the anadromous salmonoid genus (hico- 
rhynckus, the spawning of which I was recently fortunate enough 
to observe in J^mchatkan waters. 

The &cta in their broad sense have been described by Dr Quille- 

mard^ and are so well known that only the briefest recapitulation 

of them is necessary. E^ch spring and summer the rivers of 

E^mchatka are crowded with hosts of these salmon which leave 

the sea for the purpose of spawning. There are several species, 

and each has its own particular time for running, so that during 

the whole summer the rivers are filled with individuals of one 

or more species. On their first arrival these fish present no 

remarkable coloration, being of a rather ordinary silvery or bluish 

appearance. After they have been a short time in fresh water, 

however, a great chau'i^e comes over them. This manifests itself 

in the appearance of very striking colours accompanied by a 

strange increase in size or hypertrophy of certain parts of the 

body. The colonics and the parts affected are different in each 

species. Most of the species become red, but especially 0. lycaodon 

(Pall.), locally known as the Red-fish. Others turn to a livid blue 

or brown. All develop a formidable hooked snout, none more so 

than 0. sanguinolentus (Pall.), the " Elisutch,'' and in one of them 

0. j>roteus (Pall.), the Humpback, such an extraordinary hump 

is produced on the bock as to ^ve rise to a belief among the 

natives that this deformity has its origin in the frantic efforts of 

the fish to ascend the rivers. 

Here then we have what, at first sight, appears to be an 
abundant development of nuptial colours, together (in the case 
of the snout) with a most efficient weapon wherewith to fight 
a rival male*. A closer examination of the facts shows, I think, 
that this is not all. 

In the first place tlie alterations, whether of colour or of form, 
are not confined to one sex, but are (as far as we know) 
developed in both. In the second place the fish when thus 
affected are most obviously out of conditioiL There is in their 
case no heightening of the silvery glancing colours of health, 
but a replacement of them by utterly different sickly or livid 
hues. The colours, and also the strange unnatural looking hyper- 
trophy of snout or doi^sal region are indeed merely the outward 
symptoms of what I suggest is a pathological condition, in the 

1 See The Cruise of the Marcheea, Vol. i. Chap. yi. 

* The facta were thas interpreted in the latter case by J. K. Lord {The NaturdUet 
in Vancouver Itland and British Columbia, 1866, i. pp. 40—61), from whom Darwin 
(The Descent ofMan, 1871, ii. pp. 4 and 6) borrowed them. 
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more advanced stages of which the fish becomes coated with 
fungus, ulcerated (Lord), and so wasted that it gradually loses 
all its power of movement and eventually dies, so that in late 
autumn the water of every Kamchatkan river or lake is pollated 
with rotting carcases. Such colours and hypertrophies then can 
hardly be of mere aesthetic or combative use to the fish, and 
I look on the different tints and metamorphoses of the Tarious 
species as being caused by the working of the same influence on 
different constitutions. The point I wish to emphasize then is 
that the coloration and growth are due to a pathological condition 
by which both sexes are affected, but the exact nature of which 
we cannot know until some physiologist or pathologist finds an 
opportunity of studying the fish in the firesh state. It may be 
a kind of piscine jaundice accompanied by the hypertrophy of 
certain organs, or it may be (and this I myself believe) that in 
the effort to produce as much spawn as possible the whole meta- 
bolism is so upset that the ordinary excretory organs are unable 
to do all the work demanded of them, and a last effort is made 
to get rid of the unduly increased quantity of poisonous products 
by depositing them in the skin. In an enormous majority of 
cases however, this effort is unsuccessful, and the fish (with 
possibly a very few exceptions) perish after spawning. Be that 
as it may, the nature of the disease does not concern me now. 
What I wish especially to emphasize is the fact that it iff a disease 
which kills these fish. 

And from the recent investigations of some of the specialists 
who have worked on this still disputed topic, it seems possible 
that the nuptial changes of our own Salmon are the outwaid 
symptoms of a pathological state which pervades the whole 
system of the fish with the result that (acconiing to Drs GuUard 
and Gillespie^) its mucous membrane is in a condition of desqua- 
mative catarrh, suggesting a cessation of function and associated 
with the absence of zymogen granules in the pancreas, the fatty 
condition of the liver, the emptiness of the gall-bladder and the 
absence of all trace of food, together with a low condition of 
the proteolytic and diastatic action of the digestive secretions, 
as ascertained by experiment, and an abundance of bacteria in 
the gut — the latter phenomena interpreted as being probably 
due to the diminished activity of the gastric fluids. 

It is not so very hard to see that such a disease and such 
a death, though fatal to the individual, may in reality be the 

1 Report of Investigatiom on the Life- History of Salmon (Fishery Board for 
ScotlaDd, 1808, edited by Dr Noel Parker). 

I am aware that the above concluBions have been directly denied by Dr Alex. 
Brown (see Zoot. Anzeig.^ 1898, xxi. pp. 514, 517 — 23), but it is hard to BOppose 
that the carefaUy-made observations above described can have been entirely withoat 
foundation, even if they be at all exaggerated. 
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salvation of the various species as a whole. It may be that 
the fish which die have, before doing so, produced more spawn 
than those few which survive, and if that be so, it seems probable 
that the production of a greater quantity of ova or milt is of far 
more importance to the species than the mere survival of a few 
individuals. Moreover, there can be little doubt that the influx 
into the rivers of such a jostling crowd of hungry fish would act 
most prejudicially to the young fry by consumption of all avail- 
able food, and not only that, but by proving a stupendous cause 
of destruction to the fry themselves. The death, on the contrary, 
of the old fish should lead to the rapid appearance of a rich 
invertebrate life, which finding abundant sustenance on the rotting 
salmon carcases, must in its turn prove an ample food-supply 
to the young. 

Next to come to the fish that do uot die — it is said that one 
species^ alone, 0. orientalis (Pall.) the King-Fish or Chervichi, 
survives the spawning season, and it is most significant that this 
is one of the species which become the least distorted and dis- 
coloured of the whole genus. Besides the King-Fish a few 
individuals of the other species are reported to survive the 
winter in some of the hot streams of the interior. 

Now I would suggest that we have in these phenomena a 
possible source and origin of many of the highly developed 
sexual characters met with in other animals. We have here 
instances of the production in both sexes of the most gaudy 
colours, the most conspicuous changes in form, and all as the 
result of pathological conditions. 

Thus there are several lines of development ready for the use 
of sexual selection. There are the highly discoloured and dis- 
torted species which perish to a fish, and the less highly discoloured 
and less distorted species which survive, although with difiiculty. 
I suggest then that the nuptial changes characteristic of so many 
vertebrates may possibly be reminiscences of a former condition 
of things through which their ancestors passed and in which the 
processes of reproduction were accompanied, as in the Oncorhyn- 
chia, by disorganism of the nietabolism resulting in vivid changes 
of coloration and hypertrophy or overgrowth of certain organs. 
There might be various degrees of such a condition, in some of 
which the animal, as in the case of our Salmon, recovered, re- 
taining at the same time a varying and temporary extent of 
change of colour or form of certain organs. 

It does not necessarily follow that death was in all cases the 
result of such disorganism, and it may be that in particular cases 

1 This I take from Gaillemard. It is, however, not supported by B. W. £ vermann 
and 8. E. Meek's Report of obBervations in tlie Columbia Biver basin and elsewhere 
on the Padfio coast (see BuU. U.S. FUh. Coiwm., Vol. zyii. 1S97, pp. 15--S4). 
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such as that of Oncorhynchtts the fatal result of the spawning 
efforts is an ac<juired habit, the obvious use of which to the 
species I have tned to show above. There seems to be no reason 
why the plan adopted in the vegetable kingdom whereby we mpj 
divide plants into annuals and those which live longer than one 
year should not be equally successful amongst animals, so that 
we may have in the same &mil^ examples of the annual in 
Oncorhynckua, of the perennial m Saimo, with the additional 
advantage that in the case of Oncorhynchus the death of the 
parent supplies the ofispring with food. 

But I conceive, that once the existence of such a primitive 
state of things characterised hy growth or discoloration of the 
whole or of part of the body is admitted we have therein the 
starting point whence Natural Selection by alteration, suppression 
or accentuation of the details, might easily produce many or all 
the nuptial changes of animals as we now see them, evolving in 
each a structure suitable to its own particular need, whether in 
eye as in the Eel, in snout as in the Salmon, or in hind-limb as 
in Lepidosiren, 

The originally temporary assumption of colours or outgrowths 
under the influence of the activity of the generative organs might 
recur annually or be fixed as a permanent characteristic of one 
or both sexes of a species according to the need of each particular 
instance. Such colours or outgrowths need not, however, lose 
their connection with the generative organs, and thus (as is 
actually the case in many instancesi) would appear only when the 
development of these organs reached a point such as to influence 
the general metabolism of the body. They would therefore be 
absent during immaturity. Thus in most birds the breeding 
plumage differs from that of immaturity or of seasons when the 
generative organs are quiescent, and is only assumed and worn 
during the periods of activity of these ormns. In many spedes 
it is probable that the occurrence of such changes in the breeding- 
season may have, under the constant action of Natural Selection, 
been altered or suppressed to such an extent as to be now un- 
recofi;nisable, although such influence may possibly be traceable 
in the moults which so usually precede or follow the breeding- 
season, and which are not necessarilv restricted to the casting off 
of hair and feathers, but may include the shedding of the horns, 
as in certain Ruminants, of the claws, as in some of the Tetra- 
(midde, or of portions of the homy mandibles, as in the Alcidae\ 

It would seem to be a logical deduction from my theory, if 
iu be correct, that both sexes should normally be the same in 

> The ourious neaBonal ohanges in the forefeet of ZHeroctoi^s (« Ctmietiitiff) maj 
he analogooB : Bee G. L. MiUer, jDoior. ** Oenera and 8nbg«nera of Volev and 
LemmingB*' {North American Fauna, No. 13, July 23, 1896, p. S9). 
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outward appearance, and that where the sexes differ the more 
powerful or highly coloured is that in which the influence of the 
generative organs has had its full force on the development of 
pigment, of muscle, or of particular regions of the body, while in 
the weaker or more dully-coloured sex the same processes have 
been restricted for protective reasons. That the latter should 
be usually the female is not, I think, surprising when we consider 
her usually different functions in the care of her offspring and in 
other respects, but I think I have made it clear, if proof were 
needed, that either sex may be the more highly developed. 

The decoration of birds like the Peacock or the male Pheasant 
I would regard as a possibly permanent assumption by the sexually 
mature mide of ornaments which in many species are only as- 
sumed temporarily. Even in these familiar cases, however, the 
decorations are not really, but only comparatively permanent, 
since their assumption begins and ends with the strong functional 
activity of the generative organa 

Lastly, if, as I suggest, each sex has naturally a similar capacity 
for the production of nuptial changes, we should surely need to 
account in some way for the failure to produce them in one or 
other sex of so many animals. I suggest that the excess of pig- 
ment may be disposed of, at least in the case of females, in many 
way's, such as in the pigmented egss of Birds, or in the excrement, 
urine, and in the menstrual discharges and young of placental 
Mammals. 
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An Account of some Eskimo from Labrador. By W. L. H. 
Duckworth, Jesus College, and 1B. H. Pain, Emmanuel College. 
(Communicated by W. L. H. Duckworth.) 

[Read 19 Febmary 1900.] 

In the autumn of 1899, a party of 27 Eskimo were brought 
from Labrador to this country by an American gentleman, Mr 
Ralph 0. Taber, and were exhibited at Olympia^ during the latter 
part of that year and in January 1900. The following account deals 
with the more important of their physical characteristics and we 
are much indebted to Mr Taber both for the opportunities he 
afforded us of making measurements and for his courtesy in 
answering numerous enquiries about Eskimo-life in Labrador. 
The measurements were made by means of the following instru- 
ments: Garson's Anthfopometer, Martin's Anthropometer and 
Callipers, Cunningham's Craniometer (for radial measurementsX 
and the strengths of ''pull as archer" and of the grasp of the 
hands respectively were recorded by means of the instruments 
in use in the Anthropometric investigations of the Cambridge 
Philosophical Society. Finally a Phonograph was used to record 
some Eskimo words. The measurements are recorded in a Table 
which follows this communication and some of the chief results 
are reproduced in a dia^;ram which is compared with similar 
diagrammatic representations of other human races. The latter 
are taken from an article on Physical Anthropology in a recent 
number of ** Knowledge " written by Professor Arthur Thomson 
of Oxfoi-d, to whom we desire to acknowledge our indebtedness for 
such comparative material. 

It is convenient to mention here that in making the measure- 
ments our work was much facilitated by one of the Eskimo women, 
Elsther Enutsiak, who acted as an interpreter; and finally, that 
owing to the thick and somewhat rigid sealskin garments of our 
subjects, some of the measurements proved very difficult to 
obtain with accuracy. 

These Eskimo comprise members of five families. Their native 
land is that part of Labrador which is situated in the region of K 
long. 64"" and N. lat. 58° ; there has been in this neighoourhood 
for some eighty years a Moravian settlement called Hebron, 
and the missionaries have certainly infiueuced the Eskimo in 
tliis district very considerably: it may bo added that the mis- 
sionaries are also traders. To judge from the photographs of this 
pai-t of Labrador, the country is of a desolate and forbidding aspect: 
moreover communication by land is almost impracticable aud 
trading or fishing vessels are only able to approach Hebron during 
a very short period in the summer months of the year. We may 

* The Exhibition UiiU in Keusiugtun, Louduu. 
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here mention that the University Anatomical Museum received 
a few years ago a donation of Eskimo skulls from Hopedale (pre- 
sented by Dr E. Curwen, St John s College) : Hebron is as much 
as four hundred miles north of this place, but the physical type 
is probably very similar in both instances. These Eskimo thus 
belong distinctly to the Eastern group of their race with whom 
the Oreenlanders are usually ranked, and so are to be compared or 
in some particulars contrasted with the " Central," and " Western " 
or Alaskan groups of this stock. There is, however, reason to be- 
lieve that the Labrador Eskimo have been less subject than any of 
the other branches to foreign influences and admixture, and this 
consequently enhances the interest they possess firom the stand- 
point of physical aathropology. It is a matter of great regret 
that they are so few in number : Mr Taber estimates at some- 
thing under 2000 individuals the whole Eskimo population of an 
area in Labrador about equal to that of Great Britain : such paucity 
of numbers when taken into consideration together with the fact 
of their liability to many forms of disease may well cause the 
gravest apprehensions for their permanence. (For these diseases, 
&c., cf Turner : Annual Report of the American Bureau of Ethno- 
logy, Vol. XI. pp. 187—.) 

The appended flexures will afford an idea of the average stature 
of males and females respectively, the difference being on the 
average about 80 mm. in favour of the' former. But there is a 
considerable range of variety presented by the males, of whom 
Tapeka-Pinnit and Alukt^Mikiuk represent the highest and 
lowest extremes respectively. (Herein differing from the Ungava 
Eskimo — cf. Turner, loc. cit. p. 184.) The skin colour and com- 
plexion does not differ much in the two sexes, but was rather 
paler than might have been expected, though this is probably due 
to the conditions of life at Olympia, viz. in almost constant confine- 
ment indoors, and in exposure to the glare of electric arc-lamps 
(cf. Turner, loc, citp. 185). One or two of the men exhibit however 
a coppery tint. Freckling was not observed, but one woman had 
several moles (naevi) on the face. There was no tattooing to be 
noticed. In all the men, the hair of the head is abundant, thick 
and rather coarse, lank, and of a jet-black colour. It is cut 
evenly round the head just below the ears. The hair of the 
women is carefully braided, partings being made on the head 
in the transverse and antero-postenor directions, and the four 
Inasses of hair thus separated being gathered up into four plaits, 
which are looped around the sides of the head. 

In the men, a beard appears to be developed but is compara- 
tively late in appearing and never seems abundant. The moustache 
and whiskers are also of feeble development only. 

These Eskimo are thus remarkably uniform in the characters 



288 Musts Duckworth A Pain, Same Eskimo Jrom Labrador. 



presented by the hair both in amount and distribntion : 
exception must be made as regards colour in the case of a 
half-breed child (Nancy) in whom the hair is lighter. In other 
children the hair is quite as black as in the adults. 

The colour of the eyes is even more constant, there being no 
exception to the rule that the iris is of a dark brown tint (though 
not <juite black, as Eeane says). In several cases, some conjunc- 
tivitis has occurred, and in one instance had been veiy severe, for it 
had produced extensive corneal opacity. Epicanthus is not quite 
constant and is only seen in one of five females : it is distinctly 
more frequent in the men (6 out of 10 possessing this character- 
istic fold). 

The ears, thoueh large, are according to the human standard 
well shaped; the lobule is usually auite well developed. The 
indices are recorded in the table ana shew quite a " high " type 
of ear to be the rule. 

The nose is very flattened and the alae wide, and thus the 
index is higher than one would expect from the cranial propor- 
tions of the nose, the cranial aperture of which is, on the average, 
narrower than in any other human race. 

In comparing our results with the records of other observeia, 
we find but little need for comment, for the Labrador Eskimo 
seem to present all the features previously regarded as character- 
istic of this hyperborean Race. Our comparisons relate less to 
the external characters, such as skin and hair colour, than to 
the results of measurements. We have found the following the 
most important works of reference : (Virchow : Zsitschrift fOr 
Ethnologie, Band xii., 1880; Boas and Turner, in the Annual 
Volumes vi. and xi. respectively of the Reports of the American 
Bureau of Ethnology, also Boas, in the Zei£schr\ft fWr Elhnotogis^ 
Band xxvu.). 

Takinff these in order we note that Yirchow's communication 
{ZeUschrifi fHhr Ethnologie) is of particular interest, for it records 
the principal characteristics of a party of eight Labrador Eskimo 
exhibited in Berlin in 1880: these Eskimo came fix>m Hebron 
and Nackvack, and whereas five had been partially educated by 
the Moravians, the remainder had never been subjected to any 
civilizing influence of European origin. It is therefore interesting 
to observe that one of these more primitive Eskimo became a 
prey to hysterical excitement of some violence, under the ordeal 
of being measured. Some of the members of this party were 
subsequently taken to Paris and unfortunately contracted small- 
pox with fatal consequences. In comparing the results of our 
observations with those of Virchow, we have to note a general 
concordance, with the following exceptions only. Firstly, the 
average stature obtained by us is rather less than the correspond- 
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ing figure in Vircbow's table : the smaller number of individuals 
at Yirchow's disposal would have an important effect in determin- 
ing this result. We would further suggest that the figure 1189 (mm.) 
which Yirchow records as the span in the woman Baimgo, is very 
disproportionate. Secondly, Yirchow notes a depth of cutaneous 
pigmentation which was not presented by our subjects. Finally 
it should be noted that Yircnow's account is most elaborate, and 
includes psychological data : in the case of the Eskimo lately in 
London, Dr Rivers will publish an account of their psychology. 

In comparison with the Eskimo of Ungava Bay (about 200 
miles firom the home of our Eskimo) described by Turner, a 
greater variation in stature is observed by us ; the apparent short- 
ness of the lower limbs is a feature in each case, and the toes 
were noticed to be somewhat turned in during walking and the 
hands and feet to be relatively small in the Hebron Eskimo. 



Fig. 1. 



Fig. 2. 



Fig. 8. 



Fig.i. 



boas' publication in the Report of ike Am. Bx.reau of Ethno- 
logy is mentioned here for the sake of the valuable references 
to literature which it affords. The second publication, as reported 
inthe ZeitschriftfilrEthnologie, 1895, ^ves figures for the stature 
of Labrador Egkimo which are very similar to those we obtained 
for males (i.e. 1575 (Boas) — 1577) though a slight difference exists 
in the case of the females (1480 (Boas) — 1497). Boas speaks of 
the great elongation aud great height of the skulls of Eastern 
Eskimo and this we noticed could be ascertained even in the living 
Labrador Eskimo: our figures for the Cephalic Index in the 
living do not however indicate so considerable a degree of dolicho- 
cephalv as the figures recorded by Boas. But we hope to deal 
specially with the Craniology of the Labrador Eskimo at a later 
date. 
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It remains to refer to the diagram which embodies the results 
of measurements of 10 Eskimo males from Labrador: the other 
three figures are as follows: (No. 2) obtained from results of 
measurements of 10680 American soldiers, (No. 3) from 2020 male 
negroes, (No. 4) from 20 Aboriginal Australian males. Our figure 
for the Eskimo male from Labrador will be seen to occupy a 
position intermediate between the negro and the white man. 

The illustrations accompanying this note are 

Fig. 1. Shewing average Proportions of Male Eskimo from Labrador. 

Fig. 2. „ „ „ "Caucasian." 

Fig. 3. „ „ „ Negro. 

Fig. 4. „ „ „ Aboriginal Australian. 

COMPLETE LIST OF AVERAGEa 

Measarement Hale Female 

1. Stature 1577 1497 

2. Shoulder to Ground 1275 1182-5 

3. Tip of Middle Finger to Ground 568 580 

4. Patella to Ground 459-8 407*3 

5. Sitting Height 810 797 

6. Height of Auditory Meatus from Ground 1456 1406 

7. Height of Chin from Ground 1343 1292 

8. Span 1627-9 1447 

9. Biacromial Breadth 379 340 

10. Radii: Auriciilo-Bregmatic 140*4 133-5 

11. „ Auricular-Nasal 9875 92-5 

12. „ Auricular-Alveolar 101-4 98 

1 3. Great Trochanter to Ground 868 — 

14. Strength (pull as archer) (67 -2 lbs.) in Kgm. 30-48 

1 5 Strength I ^'^^^ ^*^^ ^^^^^ ^^^'^ "^ » ^^'^^ 

ID. Strength jj^^^ g^^^ ^^^^^^ ^g3 ^ ^ ^^ gg.^^ 

16. Cranial Length 19115 190-25 

17. Cranial Breadth 147-65 141-8 

18. Face : Total Length 127 116-5 

19. Face: Breadth 141-7 136-5 

20. Nasi-Alveolar Length 73-15 69*35 

21. Jugo-Nasal Width 116-6 112-25 

22. Jugo-Nasal Arc 1271 121-25 

23. Interocular Breadth 33-5 31-6 

24. Orbital Cavity, Height 34-9 36-6 

25. Orbital Cavity, Breadth 426 42-7 

26. Bigonial Breadth 131-2 126-2 

27. Ear; Height 67-5 63-6 

28. Ear; Breadth 361 302 

29. Head, Horizontal Circumference 559-5 547*2 

30. Head, Transverse Circumference 339 319 

31. Nose; Length 57*4 51-25 

32. Nose; Breadth 36-8 32 
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TABLE OF INDICES. 

(From measurements of Heads, not of Skulls.) 

Male Female 

1. Cephalic (or Breadth) 77 74-6 

2. Altitudinal (or Height) (n. b. 

from auricular radii) 73*5 70*7 

3. Alveolar (n. b. from auricular 

radii) 102-6 105-9 

4. Orbital 81-9 85-7 

5. Nasal 641 62 4 

6. Nasomalar 109-6 108 

7. Aural 53 47-4 

8. KoUmannV Facial 51*6 50-8 

9. Gonio-Zygomatic 93-1 91-4 
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A DsscripHon of some dental Rudiments tti human cranitL 
By W. L. H. Duckworth, M. A., Jesus College, and D. H. Frasbb, 
Caius College. 

[Bead 19 February 1900.] 

In this oommuDication it is desired to draw attention to the 
occorrenoe in human crania of small discrete dental masses which 
appear with great, though not with absolute, constancy, on that 
portion of the alveolar margin of the upper maxilla which lies 
between the last premolar and the first molar teeth. These 
occurrences appear to us to raise some questions of interest which 
may be statea m the following order : 

(i) the nature of these rudiments ; which may conceivably be 

(a) remnants of teeth of the milk or temporary den- 
tition which have not been completely di^laced 
and ejected by their permanent successors, or 

(fc) aborted or vestigial premolars which would correspond 
to the 3rd premolars of the platyrrhine apes, or 

(o) elemeuts bearing no homological relation to those 
of either of the two normal sets (temporary and 
permanent) of the primate dentition ; 

(ii) the frecjuency with which these rudiments appear : herein 
considering the possible influences of 

(a) Bace, 
(h) Age, 
(c) Sex; 

and (iii) the bearing on the preceding questions, of observations 
made on other pnmates and mammals than man, but 
especially on the anthropoid ape& 

The general position of these rudiments has already been 
indicated, and the results of our observations on this pomt are 
embodied in a Table of Classification. It is necessary to note 
that this is not a common situation for the occurrence of ordinary 
supernumerary teeth, by which we mean teeth that resemble in 
size those immediately adjacent to them : such teeth are of most 
frequent occurrence in the neighbourhood of the indsors (see 
Fi^. 1: mandible of an aboriginal Australian with a supemumenuy 
incisor) and of the molars (see Fist. 2, for the occurrence of a 
4th molar tooth in the mandible or an Orang-utan). Secondly, 
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fhese mdimento are of amall nze (cf. Figs. 3 and 4) and in no way 
M>mparable in this respect to the additional premoUre which ore 
leflcxibed (see Tomes: Denial Surgery) as occasionally appearing 
in front of the first molar teeth. Our observations further led us 
bo notice that small fossae or pits are not infrequent in the same 
poeitioD as the rudiments where these are absent : such fossae 




presumably at one time contained smalt dental masses similar to 
those we describe and they accordingly have been incorporated in 
the record of the Table of Classification. 

It is also interesting to note that the mdimentai^ masses 
occnr (rarely however) in the upper maxilla between the first and 
second premolars and in either case they may occupy positions 
on the inner or the outer border of the alveolar margin, or both, 
or poffitiona of an intermediate nature. Hore rarely, we find indi- 
cations of similar rudiments in the mandible. The fossae or pits 
have a similar distribution. 

Tumioff now to the consideration of the first important 
question, vu. the nature of these rudiments, we recognise that their 

21—2 
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oommonest situation (between the 2nd premolar and Ist molar 
teeth) does not by any means preclude the possibility of their being 
persistent remains of the " temporary " teeth, and while we cannot 
consider the question as finally answered, the following considera- 
tions seem to us to discountenance the view which regards these 
as fragments of " temporary " teeth : viz. 

(a) the comparative constancy of their position on the 
alveolar margin; 

(6) and the rarity of their occurrence in the mandible ; 

(c) the differences which are exhibited by various races of 
Man in presenting these appearances; this will be more fitly dealt 
with later ; 

{d) the comparatively j?reat frequence of their occurrence 
symmetrically on both sides of the palate; 

{e) the fact that the recognisable persistent milk teeth are 
usually of considerably greater size than these rudiments; the 
rudiments are admittedly in one case (2154, Australian) of &ir 
size; 

(/) the variation in the frequency of occurrence which will 
be seen to characterize the different species of anthropoid apes. 

On the other hand there is a slight indication of greater 
frequency in young adults than in senile individuals, but on the 
whole there is sufficient evidence to justify the view that at least 
some of these rudiments are not vestigial temporary teeth. 

In considering the other possibilities regarding their nature, 
we have had the advantage of a discussion with Dr Marett Tims, 
to whom the specimens were submitted, and who suggests that 
these are examples of dental rudiments considered to belong to a 
third or post-permanent dentition, such as are very constantly 
demonstrable embedded in the alveolar arcade of certain mammals 
(carnivora), though they do not as a rule make their way to the 
surface. These are developed, however, on the lingual side of the 
alveolar ridge, whereas the masses are observed by us to occupy 
positions on the lingual or the buccal alveolar margin, or even 
both simultaneously, so that while a certain number of these 
rudiments probably fall into the category proposed by Dr Tims,oD 
the whole we think that it is most reasonable to adopt the view 
that they are aborted thii-d premolars which constitute a human 
type of dentition similar to that of the New World Apea Should 
further investigation prove this to be a correct view, it would 
constitute a link connecting man more closely with these platyr 
rhine primates. 

We do not deal at present with the occurrence of enamel on 
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these rudiments though this is a point which should be worked 
out in detail; but just now there seems to be no direct inference 
to be drawn from this subject in respect of the exact nature of 
the rudiments. 

In looking at the second question, the factors influencing the 
frequency of occurrence, it at once appears that while Sex has 
no appreciable effect and A^e but little, that of Race is most 
unmistakable. To begin witn, we found no instances in three 
hundred crania of Egyptians and only one in about fifty crania 
of Europeans examined : whereas in the negro races and aborigines 
of Australia the frequency is, comparatively speaking, very great. 
Of all these, however, the natives of New Britain seem to present 
by far the greatest number, both absolutely and relatively, of 
cases of the abnormality. The aborigines of New Britain are 
followed by those of Australia and these by African negroes: the 
Americcm races also appear; but whereas the number of Peruvians 
examined was considerably over 100, only two presented signs of 
these rudiments. These facts claim attention for this subject, 
whatever be the exact nature ascribed to the abnormalities. 

Finally, on examining a large series of Cxuuia of Anthropoid 
Apes, the answer to the third question indicated is, that here also 
occiurs a curious variation in the mode of occurrence: for none 
of the lower primates (about twelve were examined) afforded a 
case ; no occurrence was seen in six crania of Hylobates, and four 
of Chimpanzees : among the Orang-utans available was one very 
important specimen which alone (out of nine skulls) shewed the 
occurrence, whereas no less than seven out of thirteen Gorilla 
skulls presented examples of various modifications of the anomaly. 

The Orang-utan skull deserves a word of special mention : 
the rudiments occurred in the mandible, not only between the 
2nd premolar and 1st molar, but also between the 1st and 2nd 
molars on the left side: now in the latter case there could be 
no question of the retention of a temporary tooth or a fragment 
of the same, for the temporary series does not extend backwai-ds 
beyond the position of the second premolar. This we regard as 
evidence of the independent origin of the fragment but we 
recognise that it is difficult to argue from the case of an Orang- 
utan to that of Man. 

The extraordinary frequency of the occurrence of these 
anomalies in Gorilla skulls certainly points in the same direction 
as the evidence from the Orang mandible. We would therefore 
conclude by expressinc; the belief that though a classification of 
these rudiments may be needed, yet some of them really repre- 
sent aborted teeth which, if fully developed, would confer on Man 
a dentition formula identical with that of the platyrrhine apes. 

In expressing this belief we admit that we are aware that there 
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is a strong tendency in certain quarters^ to insist oa a greater 
approximation of the platyrrhine apes and Man than has hitherto 
been regarded as justifiable, but we have tried to discuss in 
an impartial manner the significance of the observations we have 
mada 

The third and fourth figures of the plate shew palates of 
crania of New Britain (Melanesian) aborigines of the Willey 
Collection which has already afforded such excellent material for 
research. These maxillae bear rudiments, viz. in Fig. 3» sym- 
metrical masses on right and left sides and on the lingual margin 
of the alveolar border, in Fig. 4, a single intermediate mass on the 
left side only. 



CLASSIFICATION. 

The Numbers are thoae of the CcUalogue of the Cambridge Museum. 

Class One rudiment between 2nd premolar and Ist molar, on one or 

A. both aides of Upper Jaw : 

Kaffir— 1774 (one side). 

Now Britain — 3373 (see illustration, fig. 4), (one side). 

New Britain — 3355 (one side). 

New Britain— 3338 ?both sides). 

New Britain — 3354 (one side), also Class C. 

Anthropoids: 

Oorilla, no. 3 (both sides). 

Gorilla, no. 5 (both sides), but see Class B. 

Gorilla, no. 7 (both sides). 

Gorilla, no. 8 (one side). 

Class Two rudiments, between 2nd premolar and 1st molar, on one 

B. or both sides of Upper Jaw : 

Aboriginal Australian — 2134 (two on each side of 

upper maxilla, additional incisor in lower jaw). 
Aboriginal Australian — 2154 (one side). 
Manitoba — 1837 (one side). 

Anthropoids : 

GoriUa, no. 5 (one side). 
Gorilla, no. 10. 

Class Small pits or Fossae between 2nd premolar and Ist mdar, 

C. on one or both sides of Upper Jaw: 

New Britain — 3334 (one side). 
^ Beoent work by Dabois is partionUurlj to be oonBultocL 
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New Britain— 3325 fboih Mes). 

New Britain — 3328 (one side^. 

New Britain — 3354 ?one ndeh ol also Class A. 

New Britain— 3379 (one side). 

Negro— 1728 ^one side). 

Negro — 1776 (one side). 

Kaffir— 1774 (one side). 

Aboriginal Australian — 2113 ^one side). 

Aboriginal Australian — 2159 (one side). 

Aboriginal Australian — 2124 ^both sides). 

Aborigioal Australian — 2162 (both sides). 

Peruvian— 1932 (both sides). 

Peruvian — 1929 (one side). 

N. American Indian — 1839 (one side). 

Anthropoids : 
None observed. 

Class Fossae or Dental masses elsewhere than between 2nd pre- 

D. molar and Ist molar: 

New Britain^— 3362 (one side), pit between two pre- 
molars. 

Peruvian — 1987 (one side), pit between two premolars. 

Italian (Paestum) — 1114, Dental masses ^one side 
between canine and 1st premolar, tne other 
between the two premolars). 

Anthropoids: 

Gorilla at Hamburg, second canine (not a milk tooth) 
(of. Selenka, ^'Mensohenaffian," Part 2, Wiesbaden, 
1899). 

Chimpanzee : Ldbeck Museum, No. 222 \ 

Orang : Munich, No. 129*. 

Class Fossae or Rudiments in the Mandible: 

E. New Britain — 3344 (pit between two premolars, 

dental rudiment between two premolars) one side. 

Aothropoids: 

Gorilla, no. 6, dental rudiment opposite 2nd molar, one 

side. 
Orang — D 1, two masses on left side, one between 

2nd premolar and 1st molar, the other between 

1st and 2nd molars. 
Gorilla— Zool. Museum (2 small rudiments). 

1 Sinoe writing this paper, we have found theee interesting records of super- 
oomerary teeth in Anthropoid Apes recorded by Selenka, "Mensohenaflen,'* Part 1, 
Wiesbaden, 1898. 
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The Zoological Position of Palaeospondylus, Traquair. B7 
J. Graham Kerb. 

[Bead 19 February 1900.] 

In the course of my work on the development of Lepidosiren, 
having occasion to examine some skeletons of larvae which had 
died and become macerated, and from which the heavy lower jaw 
had dropped off, I was struck by certain resemblances in their 
structure to that described by Traquair for PalaeospondylusK 
Although these resemblances may possibly prove to be of a 
superficial character I think that in the meantime, looking to 
the very great importance of such a form as PalaeospondyluSj 
they are worth while calling attention to by a short note. 

One of the most striking features about Palaeospondylus 
appears to be the pair of curious post-occipital plates or rods, 
projecting back from the hind end of the skull on either side 
of the vertebral column. These, thoueh so cou^icuous and 
striking, have so far received no morphological explanation. It 
is interesting to note then that in the young Dipnoan we have 
a pair of very similar structures in the so-called cranial ribs. It 
is suggested that the two structures are actually homologous^ 
and in that case it would follow that Palaeospondylus is not a 
Cyclostome but a young Dipnoan. It accordingly becomes of 
interest to see whether the other features of Palaeospondylus as 
described by Traquair are or are not understandable on this view. 
A comparison of Giinther's figure of the ventral surface of the 
skull of Ceratodus^ with Traquair's figure of his most perfect 
skull of Palaeospondylus^ is enough to show the remarkable 
agreement in the general features of the two skulls in their 
posterior portion. In each case we have a median ridge (in 
Ceratodus covered in by the parasphenoid) flanked on either side 
by a deep depression and tapering backwards towards the point 
where it is continued into the vertebral column, and attached on 
each side close to the junction of skull and backbone — the cranial 
rib (labelled x, curiously enough, in each of the figures referred 
to !). Further forward the resemblance is less striking but even 
here it only requires the slight modification of the pterygo- 
palatine teeth in the Ceratodus skull, their antero-posterior axes 
being increased in length and becoming parallel to one another 
and their lateral projections becoming more prominent (by no 

^ (1) On the fossil fishes found at Aohanarras Qaarry, Caithness. Ann, amd 
Mag. Nat, HUt,, Series 6, Vol. vi. p. 479. 
(2) A further description of Palaeotpondylut Oimni, Traquair. Proe. Boy. 

Phy$. Soc. Edin. Vol. zii. p. 87. 
(S) A still further contribution to our knowledge of Palaeo^^ndylui QymUt 
Traquair. Proc. Roy. Phys. Soc. Edin. VoL xii. p. 812. 
> Phil. Tratu. 1871, Pt. u. PUte 84, Fig. 8. 
s (8) PUte IX. Fig. 5. 



of Palaeospondylus, Traquair. 299 

means an extravarant demand looking to the great variety in the 
teeth of Dipnoi, Doth in different species of the group, and in 
different stages of the life history of the same species) to give an 
appearance which would be extremely like that of Palaeospondylus. 
Finally the Dipnoi possess structures which might in a fossil well 
give rise to appearances suggestive of cirrhi round the mouth 
opening — in the cartilaginous bars of the roof of the nasal capsule, 
and in those other cartilaginous processes, whether representing 
merely labial cartilac^es or processes of the original lower jaw, 
which project upwaras in the region of the lower lip in Lepidosiren, 
In one of Traquair's figures^ a pair of plates are shown con- 
verging forwards at an angle beneath the hind portion of the 
skull. These recall strongly the two moieties of the strongly 
developed Hyoid arch in Lepidosiren, 

Dr Traquair says that it is only the ventral side of the skull 
which is exposed in all bis specimens. There seems no very 
special reason why this should be so in a Cyclostome, while in 
a younc; Dipnoan on the other hand, the cranial roof being still 
incomplete, it is obvious that the dorsal side would be firmly 
imbedded in the matrix and would not afford a plane along which 
the stone would readily split. 

It is to be noted that Dipnoans were abundant about the 
times in which Palaeospondylus lived (Dipterus is one of the most 
frequently occurring genera in the rocks of the quarry from 
which Palaeospondylus is obtained and the Arthrodiran Coccostevs 
and Homosteus also occur, Traquair), while of undoubted Cyclo- 
stomes beyond Palaeospondylus there is no trace. 

A point apparently against, the Dipnoan nature of Palaeo- 
spondylus lies in the highly-developed Vertebrae, though this 
ODJection tells obviously equally against its being a Cyclostome. 
If however the tubular centra are really, as Dr Traquair suggests, 
formed in the sheath of the notochord their presence would tell 
much more strongly against the latter view than against the former, 
for, as Dr Gadow' has well accentuated, while the Dipnoi are poten- 
tially chordo-centrous, the Cyclostomes are essentially arcocentrous. 
I have now referred to the main points which have struck me 
of resemblance between Palaeospondylus and a young Dipnoan. 
In regard to the structure of Palaeospondylus 1 have preferred 
to depend entirely upon the data set forth by the unrivalled skill 
in this department of investigation by Dr Traquair himself. 
Whether the resemblances are superficial or not they seem to 
me at least sufficiently striking to deserve notice, as suggesting 
the possibility of Palaeospondylus having been either a young 
Dipnoan, or the young of some form closely allied to the Dipnoi. 

1 (3) Plate IX. Fig. 2. 

» Phil Trans. Vol. 186 (1895), B, p. 191. 
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On the Separation of a pure Albumen from Egg-whiAe, By 
F. QowLAND Hopkins. 

[Read 19 February 1900.] 

A very important service to the chemical study of animal 
proteids was rendered by HoAneister's discovery that egg* 
albumen can be obtained in crystalline form when its solutioDS 
are evaporated in the presence of ammonium sulphate. Hof- 
meister's observation was made in 1890S and it was shortly 
afterwards shown by Otirber' that albumens from the blood 
serum of horses and rabbits also assumed a crjrstalline form 
under like treatment. 

These observations made it reasonable to hope that material 
for chemical study could be thus obtained for which there would 
be some guarantee of chemical purity. But the crystalline pro- 
ducts obtained by Hofineister's process directly from egg-white 
or serum are almost certainly not chemical individuala Thus 
in the case of the egg-proteid Bondzynski and Zqja* prepared 
various crystalline fractions, and found rotatory powers for these 
which varied from — 25*''8 to — 42"'64, and I have myself repeat- 
edly observed that more than one albumen separate in crystalline 
form. 

Any attempt to fractionate out a product of constant rotatory 
power proves very laborious and involves much loss of material 

About a year ago I described, in conjunction with Dr S. N. 
Pinkus^ a method of crystallizing albumens, which, while involving 
only a slight modification of Hofmeister's process, makes it possible 
to obtain products with extreme ease and rapidity. By a further 
modification of this method I believe it is possible to arrive with 
little trouble, at an albumen well characterised as a chemical 
individual 

For this purpose egg-white is intimately mixed with an equal 
bulk of saturated ammonium sulphate solution, and the mixture 
is filtered. The filtrate, which is alkaline with ammonia (liberated 
by the fixed alkali of the native proteid) is carefully neutralised 
by means of dilute (10 "Z^) acetic acid, further acid being after- 
wards added till one part per mill, of acetic acid is present. A 
precipitate separater which, though at first amorphous, becomes 
rapidly crystalline on standing. After a few hours, microscopical 

1 Zeitich. /. phytiol. Chem, ziy. s. 165. 

* Sitzungth. d. pkyt^-med, OeseUtch. mu fFUnburg, 1S94. 

* ZeiUch, /. phirioL Chem, 1S94. 

* Journal of Phytiol. 1894. 
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examination shows it to consist wholly of small circular crystals. 
This being separated and redissolved in water it may be re- 
crystallized by simply adding ammonium sulphate to the point 
of commencing precipitation. A product may be then many 
times reci^stallized in the course of a few days. 

After it has been once recrystallized the product elhibits 
upon further fractional crystallization such absolute constancy of 
rotatory power and percentage composition as I believe should 
entitle it to consideration as a chemical individual We possess 
at present no better test of individuality in the case of proteids 
than the rotatory power and percentage content of sulphur. The 
former varies j^reatly in albumen of different origin, and, as stated 
above, its variations are great even among the different albumens 
found in egg-white. The proportion of sulphur also differs within 
somewhat wide limits. 

Products prepared by the process described above and frac- 
tionated by repeated recrystallization show a rotatory power and 
a percentage of sulphur (determined by Carius' metnod upon 
washed alcohol coagula) which in different fractions vary only 
within the limits of experimental error. 

. In five successive fractions obtained from one preparation the 
specific rotatory power (aD) varied only between — 80***66 (second 
fraction) and — 30***72 (fourth fraction), the mean being 30**'69; 
and the percentage of sulphur lay between 1*677 (first firaction) 
and 1*568 (fourth fraction), the mean being 1*571. Another 
prepeuration was recrystallized six times and the variations in 
rotation were from -30*'*6o to -30*'*72 (mean 30***71) and in 
sulphur from 1*671 to 1*676 per cent, (mean 1*673). 

The rotatory power has been determined in preparations from 
eleven different supplies of eggs, the original products being twice 
or thrice recrystallized. The extreme variations were from — 30*'*64 
to - 30°*76. 

The peld is good, amounting to about 80 grammes per litre 
of egg-white or about 50 per cent, of the whole proteid present. 
The results obtained appear to offer satisfactory evidence of 
purity, and the product is probably better characterised as an 
mdividual than any material yet employed in chemical research 
upon proteids. 



On the simplest algebraic minimal curves, and the derived 
reed minimal surfaces. By Herbert Richmond, King s College, 
Cambridge. 

[Bead 5 March 1900.] 
V, Transactions, Vol. xix. Part i. 
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Diophantine Inequalities. By G. B. Mathews, M.A., F.R.Sl 

[Read 5 March 1900.] 
v. Transactions, Vol. xix. Part i. 



On the distance between the striae in the positive column and 
othei^ phenomena connected with the discharge. By R. S. Willows, 
B.A., B.Sc., Trinity College, Cambridge; 1851 Exhibition Science 
Scholar. [With Plate XIII.] 

[Read 6 March 1900.] 

1. The experiments described in the following paper were 
undertaken for the purpose of examining the manner in which 
the distance between the striae in the positive column varied 
when the pressure, current or other conditions were altered. 

Although the positive column bears a much more important 
relation to the discharge than the phenomena connected with 
the kathode, the latter being merely local effects, yet, owing 
to the variety and importance of the effects connected with 
kathode, Lenard and Rontgen rays, measurements relating to 
the former have been relatively few. Thus, although it has been 
frequently noticed that a decrease in pressure causes an increase 
in distance between the striae, the only measurements we have 
on the subject appear to be those of Goldstein^ If cl is the 
distance between two striations, and p is the density of the gas, 
then for the same gas Goldstein found that d varies as p~* where 
n is somewhat less than unity. He also found that if d be 
measured for the same two pressures in a large number of tubes 
of different diameters, then the ratio of the two values is the 
same for all tubes provided the striae reach nearly to the sides of 
the tube. 

As far as I have been able to learn, no one has measured the 
influence of current on the distance between the striae ; De la Rue 
and Miiller* observed that, starting with an intensity of current 
giving steady striae, an increase in current produced unsteadiness 
followed afterwards, as the current was further increased, by 
a second steady state. This was repeated as the current was still 
further increased. In another paper' they remark that *' The 

1 Wied, Annal. 15, p. 277. 1S82. 
« Comp. Rend. 86, p. 1072. 1878. 
» Phil. Tram. Vol. 169, pp. 90 and 118. 1878. 
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effect of the current is irregular, sometimes causing an increase 
and sometimes a decrease in the number of the striations"; the 
gas under consideration was hydrogen. 

Groldstein (lac, cit) does not appear to have investigated the 
effect of current, and from the particulars given in his paper it is 
not clear that the alteration in the distance between the striae 
which would be caused by an alteration in the current is separated 
from the alteration due to a variation of pressure alone. 

As the law connecting the distance between the striae with 
pressure and current must be of importance in any theory of the 
discharge that may be advanced, a repetition of Goldstein's work 
seemed desirable. 

2. As the range of pressure in which the striae can be 
obtained in the same tube is very small (in air they appear and 
disappear again when the pressure is changed by less than 2 mm., 
in hydrogen they can be obtained over a range of 10 mm.), the 
alteration in pressure needs to be measured with considerable 
accuracy. A McLeod gaujj^e was used for this purpose ; the 
apparatus consisted in addition of a mercury pump, dryinc; bulbs 
containing P,Ob all in connection with several cylindrical tubes 
with aluminium electrodes. 

Spottiswoode^ succeeded in obtaining striae in a steady state 
by means of an induction coil with ap independent break and 
a set of resistances. At the beginning of the experiments this 
method was used for the production of the striae. A six-inch 
coil was used and the resistance of both the primary and secondary 
could be altered between wide limits, that of the latter by means 
of a liquid rheostat. Several different interrupters were used, 
the most successful being a tuning-fork of frequency about 60, 
one prong of which carried a wire dipping into mercury, but this 
was unsatisfactory when the striae were separated by a distance 
of two or three mm. only. It was found that the striae were 
made more distinct by the introduction of a small air gap in 
the secondary, especially if the primary current was increased ; 
a discharge which was continuous frequently showed striae when 
this was done. The discharge is of course brightened considerably 
by putting a Leyden jar in parallel with the secondary, but the 
striae flicker badly owing to the variation in the current at different 
instants of the discharge. 

Using a coil, and getting some measure of the current by 
passing it through a water voltameter, and collecting the hydrogen 
given off, no appreciable variation in the distance between the 
striae could be observed due to alterations in the current. Owing 
to its smallness the current could not be measured sufficiently 

1 Proe, Ray, Soe. Vol. 28, p. 455. 
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accurately in this manner, and, in addition, it could not be varied 
in wide enough limits ; as the method was unsatis&ctorj for other 
reasons it was abandoned as fieur as the quantitative part of the 
experiments went, and a battery of over seven hundred storage 
cells used instead. This entailed a shortening of the tubes as 
the available voltage was reduced, and this meant, of course, that 
a smaller number of striae could be obtained, making the accurate 
measurement of their mean distance less certain, but this was 
more than compensated for by their increased steadiness. In 
addition the current through the tube and the difference of 
potential at the terminals could ixow be easily measured, the 
former by a galvanometer in the main circuit and the latter by an 
electrostatic voltmeter. 

As observed by Hittorf ^ a less voltage is required to maintain 
the discharge than to start it ; in most cases it was started by 
vrrapping the wires from the secondary of a small coil round the 
glass in the neighbourhood of the terminals. 

Although quantitative results could not be obtained when the 
discharge was produced by a coil, yet some interesting qualitative 
results were noticed ; these are given later. 

3. The gases concerning which definite information can be 
obtained are very limited, for it is well known that most compound 
eases are decomposed wholly or partially by the passage of the 
discharge*; hence, although the distance between the striae were 
measured, the proportion of decomposed gas present would not 
be known, as it would in all probability depend on the pressure, 
current, &c. and therefoi*e no accurate knowledge would be 
gained, especially as Crookes' has found that when the discharge 
passes through a mixture of rases each gas gives rise to a separate 
set of striations. This instability under the electric discharge at 
once excludes those vapours which give rise to the finest striae, 
viz. the numerous organic vapours^ and also the more common 
compound gases. Of the simple gases remaining chlorine is 
difficult to work with as it attacks both electrodes and the 
mercury in the pump, and oxygen is partially converted into 
ozone. If ozone were not produced, the latter gas would be very 
troublesome owing to the extreme feebleness of the light of the 
discharge, making it impossible to measure the distance between 
the striae with any approach to accuracy. 

The gases finally used were air, hydrogen and nitrogen. The 
hydrogen was generally prepared electi*olytically, the hydrogen 
peroxide produced can be taKen out by passing through solution 

1 med. Atmal. 30, p. 705. 18S8. 

' Recent Researehea, pp. 178 — 9. 

* Preeidential AddreBB to the Soo. of Telegraph Engineers, 1891. 
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of potaasium iodide. The gas was finally passed through potassium 
permanganate and strong sulphuric acia before passing into the 
apparatus. 

The nitrogen was prepared by heating a mixture of potassium 
nitrate and ammonium chloride and passing the evolved gas 
through strong solution of EHO and finally strong H,S04. 

when a fresh gas was to be worked with the apparatus was 
pumped down to a very small firaction of a mm. and refilled with 
the required gas. This was repeated five or six times. 

It was found in working that when a tube had been running 
for some time impurities made their appearance, as shown by a 
direct vision spectroscope, necessitating the admission of fresh 
ga& This was no doubt owing to gas being given off from the 
electrodes. To ^et rid of this as far as possible it was found 
necessary each time the gas was admittea and pumped out to 
send a strong current through the tube at a low pressure for 
some hours. 

Oxygen frequently allowed a large current to pass without 
showing any luminosity save at the electrodes. 

It snould be mentioned that in order to prevent injury to the 
batteiy and also to provide a means of varying the current an 
adjustable high resistance was placed in the circuit. This con- 
sisted of two fairly wide capillary tubes having platinum wires 
fused into their lower ends and nearly filled with water in which 
a small quantity of salt had been dissolved. A platinum wire 
bent twice at nght angles connected the two at top and dipped 
into the liquid, and the resistance could be varied by raising or 
lowering this wire. 

4. Before giving details of the results of the measurements 
made an account is given of the appearance presented by the 
discharge under different conditions, m the hope that some, at 
least, of the phenomena observed may be new. 

A remarkable appearance is frequently presented when a tube 
freshly made ia sealra on to the pump and the pressure reduced 
to about *75 mm., the gas in it being moist air from the room and 
not in communication with the dryine bulbs. For example, in a 
tube of about 12 mm. diameter which bad been in use some time, 
the striae were about 7 mm. apart when the pressure was '8 mm. 
the gas being dry air, but when two fresh aluminium wire elec- 
trodes were put in and the tube filled with moist air at the same 
pressure as previously then they were separated by a distance of 
1 nam. only, were much flatter than before and hair-like in ap- 
pearance; the dark spaces between were also much more distinctly 
marked. 

To what circumstances the production of these fine striae was 
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due could not be exsu^tly determined; two conditions however 
seemed necessary, viz. that the gas should be damp and that the 
electrodes should not have been used for some time previously. 
The latter may possibly mean that the electrodes must contain 
occluded gas. Thin electrodes were apparently better for their 
production than thick ones. These fine striae did not always 
appear even when these two conditions were fulfilled, showing 
that they were not always sufficient, although they could be 
proved necessary. Moist gas is certainly necessary, for they could 
never be obtained when it was dry; in &ct, a tube which con- 
tained moist air and was presenting the appearance described, 
gave an entirely different appearance, and the striae several muL 
apart when it was put in communication with a bulb containing 
P,Os for a few hours. As the current which passes through a tQfa« 
^ving these narrow striae is increased the striae get brighter as 
IS the case in the normal state, but this increased brightness soon 
gives place to a general haziness and as the current is further 
mcreased the positive column becomes continuous, although with 
dry air at the same pressure the striae would be quite distinct 
When the pressure was reduced the normal striations then ap- 
peared, and when this had once taken place it was difficult to 
again produce the first state; pumping out and refilling with 
moist air frequently failed to do this, but if the tube was allowed 
to stand open for some weeks and then exhausted the fine striae 
generally reappeared. 

It is possible that when the air is moist a large part of the 
current is conveyed by the water vapour and that the narrow 
striae are those given by this ; it is well known that in a damp 
gas conveying a discharffe the hydrogen lines are present. 

If this be so, it is difficult to see why the admission of fresh 
moist gas should fail to reproduce the appearance. 

The resistance of the tube to the passage of the dischai^e 
was considerably diminished by drying the contained gas. 

This agrees with experiments of Bailie* and Warburg*, for at 
these pressures a considerable fall of potential takes place along 
the positive column and the latter observer found that moisture 
increased the potential differences along thia 

5. De la Rue and Mil Her' in one of their papers on the 
discharge produced by their large silver chloride battery give 
numerous photographs of the stnated discharge. Some of these 
are remarkable in presenting a series of double striations. It 
seemed to be of interest to see whether these were due to 

1 Armal, de Chimie et de Physique, 25, p. 4S6. 1882. 

> Wied, Annal. 31, p. 645. 1887 ; 40, p. 1. 1890. 

* Phil, Trans, 1878, Part i. p. 155 ; see also p. 112, Recent Researehe$. 
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accidental impurity or whether they may be coDsidered a normal 
feature of the discharge. I have frequently been able to produce 
them in hydrogen, the gas in which De la Rue and Miiller ob- 
served them, but, with one exception, have never seen them in 
any other gas. This exception was a tube which contained moist 
air and which was showing the fine striae described above; on 
ereatly decreasing the current it presented the appearance shown 
in the accompanying photograph. In this case they may be 
easily explained by supposing that water vapour and air give rise 
to separate sets which are &r enough apart to be distinguished. 
In every other case the discharge through moist air gave rise to 
striations which were perfectly regular in their spacing. 

If proper precautions are taken the double striae appear to be 
a normal form of the discharge in hydrogen. Generally they are 
more easily obtained by a coil than by a battery if the interrupter 
works regularly; the tuning-fork mentioned earlier gave good 
results here. As the appearance in hydrogen differs considerably 
fix>ni that shown by the figure a description of the former is given 
which is more detailed than that given by De la Rue and Mtiller 
in the paper already referred to. 

Bonlering on the Faraday dark space is a very clearly defined 
striation which is generally blue in colour, especiallv just on the 
convex part. Next to this and nearer the anode is another 
slightly more convex than the former; it is usually faint red in 
colour. These two together make up one double striation; the 
distance they are separated increases slightly as the pressure 
diminishes and is greater in wide tubes than in narrow ones. 
The distance between the two parts is considerably less than that 
between the red part of one stnation and the blue part of the one 
immediately behmd it. The double appearance frequently, but 
by no means always, becomes less and less distinct as the anode 
is approached, due to the component parts of each double striae 
becoming further separated, until near the anode they are equally 
spaced, aJtemate striae being bluish and the others pink. It is 
not often that this appearance persists for more than a few 
seconds with the battery, and with either coil or battery it can 
only be obtained within very narrow limits of pressure. These 
limits depend on the diameter of the tube, the wider the tube 
the narrower the limits and the lower the pressure at which the 
double striae first appear. Wire electrodes seem to give them 
rather more certainly than disc ; in a tube whose diameter exceeds 
15 mnL they are difficult to obtain at all, but this may be due to 
the difficulty of producing striae in a perfectly steady state in 
these wide tubes. 

If a battery of voltage sufficient to maintain the discharc^e 
when once it is started but not high enough to stai't it be 

VOL. X. PT. v. 22 



808 Mr Wittaw8, On the dutanoe between the striae in the poaMee 

oonneoted to the tenninalB of a tube in which a preaetire saitable 
for giving the doable striae has been established, then if a spark 
be passed from a coil, at the instant the initial dischaige passes 
the number of striae in the tabo is largely in excess of the 
number that finallv remaina That end of the positive colamn 
next to the kathoae remains fixed, while the remainder of the 
striae rapidly move towards the anode and some of them disappear 
there. While this is taking place the pontive column has the 
appearance of a spiral spring fixed at the end nearest the kathode, 
compressed from the other end and then suddenly released. This 
appearance only lasts for an instant, when it has disappeared the 
column is seen to be doubly striated. If the discharge is main* 
tained by the battery these double striae generally disappear 
after a few seconds; this is brought about by a moyement of 
that component furthest fit)m the Kathode in the direction of 
the anode and so forming a separate striation. The whole are 
then equally spaced and identical in appearance. In some cases 
however the doubleness persists, but if the current is considerably 
increased the change to single striae takes place immediately. 
If the current is then broken and the discluurge restarted the 
double striae again appear. 

By suitably adjusting the intensity of the current the sepaiate 
parts of a double stria can be made equally bright and of nearly 
the same colour ; generally that part nearest the kathode is the 
brighter and in no case could it be made the weaker of the two. 
For very small currents the part nearest the anode was generally 
much the weaker of the two. 

When produced by a coil the most apparent explanation of 
this double appearance would be to suppose that the coil dis- 
charges both ways and the separate parts of a double striation 
are produced by currents in opposite directiona Spottiswoode* 
found when his interrupter was changing its note that something 
like this did actually occur and that the dark parts when the 
current was passing in one direction became the bright parts 
when it was passing in the other direction. In such a case, 
however, the separate discharges can easily be distinguished in 
a revolving mirror. In the present case whether battery or coil 
was used examination by a revolving mirror showed that the 
separate parts were coexistent, so that this explanation will not 
suffice. 

Further, if the coil was purposely made to discharge both 
ways the appearance in the tube was totally different from that 
presented by the double striae. 

Since Grookes {loc. cit.) has shown that a mixture of gases 
gives rise to different sets of striae, the presence of impurity 

1 Proe. Bay, Soe. Vol. S8, p. 455. 
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might be adduced to explain the appearance. If that be the 
case it is remarkable that the doubieness should be destroyed 
by altering either the current or the pressure, and that above 
and below certain limits of pressure it cannot be produced in 
a given tube by the intentional introduction of an impuritv. 
The odIj effect of adding impurity is to cause what were originally 
well-denned striae to become hazy. 

In order to make certain that it was not due to gas given 
out by the electrodes, a tube was filled with hydrogen after the 
electrodes had previously been made very hot several times by 
running, and before a discharge was passed the pressure was 
reduced to an amount suitable for ffiving double striae. When 
the current was passed they immediately appeared, no matter 
in what way the hydrogen had been prepared, but by letting in a 
further amount of gas they were immediately destroyed 

An attempt was made to see if the different parts differed 
spectroscopically. For this purpose the vertical discharge tube 
was covered with black paper and a narrow horizontal slit made 
at one position, so that by bringing this opposite any striation 
the latter could be studied by means of a direct vision spectro- 
scope which was held a centimetre away. In order to intercept 
light reflected from other parts of the tube, another piece of black 
paper with a small slit m it was plsu^ed between the tube and 
the spectroscope. As far as could oe seen by this method both 
parte of a double striation gave the same spectral lines, those 
seen in the spectroscope being the red, green and blue of hydrogen 
and the green line of mercury. The only difference between the 
two was that the blue line was stronger in the half nearest the 
kathode than in the other, while for the red the reverse was true. 
In the case examined the halves of the striations were separated 
from each other by about 2 mm., in the photograph of those in 
moist air the distance between the two is about half this. In 
the latter case also a change in pressure of less than 'I mm. was 
sufficient to cause the double striae to disappear when well-defined 
single striae made their appearance. 

CondiUons influencing the dietance between the striae, 

6. The effect of altering the current on the distance apart 
of the striae when other conditions are kept constant was first 
examined; one division deflexion of the galvanometer corre- 
sponds to 2*6 X lO"* amperes. In taking readings the current was 
only kept on long enough to enable the measurements to be 
taken as otherwise it was found that the distance apart altered, 
due probably to the heating effects of the dischaige and consequent 
change in density. 

22—2 
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Fig. 2 shows at a glance the relation between current and 
distance apart of the striae in a tube 12 mm. in diameter when 
filled with hydrogen. The abscissae are galvanometer deflexions, 
the ordinates distance between successive striae. 
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Fio. 2. Onrres ehowing the relation between ouirent and distanoe apart of the 

Btriae in hydrogen. 

The figures on the curves denote the constant pressure at which 
the measurements were taken. 

When the discharge was passing in a tube an increase of 
resistance in the liquid rheostat caused the current to decrease 
at first, without much alteration of the potential difference at 
the terminals, but finally a point was reached at which a laiige 
increase in resistance caused no further decrease in current ; this 
was the minimum current required to carry the discharge. At 
this stage the striae were steadier than under any other con- 
ditions, and a telephone in the circuit was nearly or quite silent 
Starting from this point, an increase in current causes a rapid 
increase in distance between the striae, the rate of increase gets 
less as the current gets bigger until a maximum distance is 
reached, after which a further increase in current causes them 
to approach each other. 

The rate at which the striae separate or approach is different 
for different pressures as is shown by the cutting of curves A and B, 
Curve G is referred to later. 

As the pressure is diminished the value of the maximum 
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distance increases, but the streDgth of current required to produce 
it gets less, so that at pressures of a few tenths of a mm. (see 
next section) that phase in which an increase in current produces 
a separation uf the striae may be nearly absent, and the current 
required to produce the maximum separation is nearly equal to the 
smallest current required to maintain the discharge. 

The presence of this maximum explains the observation of 
lililler and De la Rue (loc. cit.) that sometimes an increase in 
current causes the striae to separate, while in other cases the 
reverse effect is obtained. 

With air and nitrogen the effect is rather different. Starting 
from a current just large enough to maintain the discharge, an 
increase causes a rapid separation of striae nearly proportional to 
the current until the latter is nearly four times its original amount, 
after which the distance between is constant. 

The curve in fig. 3 is plotted from measurements taken on 
the same tube as that from which the curves in the previous 
figure were obtained, when it was filled with nitrogen at a pressure 
of 1'16 mm. 
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Fio. 3. Showing the relation between current and distance apart of striae in a 
tnbe 12 mm. in diameter filled with nitrogen at a pressure 1*16 mm. 



Influence of the variation in pressure, 

7. In taking observations on the effect of pressure, from 
what has just been said, it is seen that the current must be kept 
constant throughout. Four sets of readings were taken at each 
pressure, when possible, with different currents, but it was not 
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always possible to get the striae in a steady condition over the 
whole range of pressure in which they were visible when it was 
attempted to use the same current throughout, so that four com- 
plete series of readings could not always be obtained. 

Measurements could be obtained with hydrogen over a range 
of about 10 mm. Starting at the highest pressure the striae 
were further apart for greater currents but for pressures near 
'5 mm. the reverse was true. This is what would be expected 
from what has been said in the previous section concerning the 
manner in which the pressure influences the amount of carrent 
required to produce the maximum separation. Hence if the 
observations be presented in the form of curves having distance 
between striae for ordinates and pressures for abscissae, the 
current being constant throughout one curve but different for 
different curves, then each of these will cut the others. 

This is clearly shown in fig. 4. 
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Fio. 4. Showing the relation between pressaxe and distance between striae 

In hydrogen. 



The numbers on the curves give the current in galvanometer 
deflexions. 

It is seen from the figure that at a pressure of about a mm. 
the striae get nearer together, and that shortly after this as the 
pressure is decreased, they are the same distance apart for all 
currents ; when this holds, the rate of variation with pressure is 
much greater than it was before. 

This appears to be due to the controlling action of the sides 
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of the tube as it is much more ootioeable in D€urrower tubes, 
while in tubes exceeding 25 mm. diameter it was not observed 
at alL 

The general effect of change of pressure is the same in 
nitrogen and air as in hydrogen. In these gases, however, as 
an increase in current never causes a decrease in distance between 
the striae, their distance apart is never less for large currents 
than for small ones; hence at low pressures the corresponding 
curves do not cross each other but merely become merged into 
one. The decrease in distance, due to the sides of the tube, is 
rather more marked than in hydrogen, and it occurs at a lower 
pressure. 

From the results of numerous measurements it seems certain 
that Goldstein's law, already stated, may be replaced more 
accurately by the following : — If the striae do not reach to the 
sides of the tube, then, for the same intensity of current, their 
distance apart varies inversely as the pressure. 

Influence of the nature of the gas. 

8. The distance between the striae in different gases under 
the same conditions of current and pressure is not very different ; 
it bears no simple ratio to the density. At pressures between 
1 mm. and *5 mm. thev are further apart in hydrogen than in 
nitrogen and air, for the two last gases the separation is the 
same. The rate at which the distance between successive striae 
decreases as the pressure increases is much greater in the dense 
gases, and is greater in wide tubes than in narrow ones. If the 
rates of decrease for hydrogen and nitrogen be compared it is 
found that their ratio is independent oi the diameter of the 
tube and is equal to ^ nearly. From this it follows that if striae 
could be obtained in nitrogen over the same range of pressure 
as in hydrogen, then at the higher pressures the distance apart 
would be appreciably greater in hydrogen. 

Influence of the diameter of the tube. 

9. The striae are further apart the wider the tube, but the 
distance between bears no simple relation to the diameter or 
section of the latter. Goldstein's second law (loc, cit), viz. " That 
if c2 is the distance between the striae then the i^tio of the two 
values of d at two given pressures is the same for all tubes," is 
very approximately true when, as Goldstein says, the discharge 
reaches to the sides of the tube, but does not hold when the 
distance between the striae varies inversely as the pressure; in 
this case the ratio is greater for wide tubes than for narrow onea 
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From numerous curves for different gases and different tabes 
it appears that the limiting distance between the striae is equal 
to the diameter of the tube. 



Influence of length of tvbe and shape of electrodes, 

10. The distance between the striae in two tubes similar in 
all respects except length was the same in each case provided the 
external resistance be so altered that the same current passes 
through both. If the c^as be pure, the striations are equally 
spaced throughout the wnole column, except that that one next 
to the Faraday space is farther removed &om the next than the 
mean distance. 

If the gas be impure they may be very unevenly distributed. 
When the pressure in a tube is reduced, the positive column 
always becomes striated first at that end nearest the kathode, 
and the pressure at which this takes place seems fixed for the 
same tube. 

The shape of the electrodes was found to have a slight in- 
fluence. This is shown in curves A, C (fig. 2) where A was 
obtained from measurements taken on a tube having aluminium 
wires for electrodes and G from an exactly similar tube with discs. 
The striae are thus seen to be further apart in a tube having 
points for electrodes ; the difference, however, is very small. 

The discharge is different according as points or discs are used 
when the pressure is a few tenths of a mm. Thus in a tube with 
points eight striae were visible, while in an exactly similar tube 
m communication with it with disc electrodes only two could be 
seen when the current was strong, the negative glow and Faraday 
space filling nearly all the tube, but if the current was considerably 
weakened then the negative glow was considerably reduced and 
four striae could be seen. 

A similar effect was produced in a tube 15 cm. in length having 
one electrode a point and the other a disc, e,g. at a pressure of 
'4 mm. there were four striae present when the point was kathode, 
but if it was anode and the current was strong, there was only a 
glow at the extreme tip of the wire to represent the positive 
column, while the negative glow extended from the disc half way 
down the tube. If the current was considerably reduced then the 
negative glow was weakened and two striae appeared. 

These effects as well as the well-known lengthening of the 
positive column by a transverse magnetic field are easily explained 
by the ionization theory. 

It has been shown ^ that in all probability the end of the 

1 J. J. Thomson, Phil. Mag, Mwroh, 1S99, p. 267. 
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positive column is the position in the tube where the oppositely 
charged ions from the electrodes meet. The magnetic field 
deflects these streams, probably by different amounts since the 
positive and negative ions may differ in mass, charge and velocity, 
and so the point of meeting is shifted nearer the kathode. 

When an electrode is a disc the ions produced there are pro- 
pelled along the axis of the tube by the action of the electric 
field and a less number shot at the sides than would be the case 
if it were a piece of wire ; hence the position in the tube where 
the oppositely charged streams meet will, other things being 
equal, be further from the disc than from the point, bearing out 
the observations above on a tube with a point and disc for elec- 
trodes. 

In the same way it was found that when both electrodes are 
discs, the pressure being a few tenths of a mm., then the positive 
column was longer than if the anode was a point, but shorter 
than if both electrodes were points. 

11. Other causes influencing the distance between the striae 
are a transverse magnetic field and gas occluded by tlie electrodes. 
When a magnetic field is produced at right angles to the tube, 
more striae appear from the anode. If the current is kept con- 
stant these striae are nearer together than they were originally. 

Measurements could not be taken concerning this effect as 
the striae are distorted when the field i^ not uniform throughout 
the length of the tube. 

From observations on the lengths of the positive column and 
the Faraday dark space it appears that these varied irregularly 
with the current and pressure. 

12. Experiments were made to see if the distance between 
the striae at a given pressure was equal to the distance between 
the electrodes for which the sparking potential is a minimum, 
Peace ^ having shown that this minimum sparking potential 
depends on the distance apart of the electrodes. 

The apparatus shown in fig. 5 was used for this purpose. 

The top electrode was an aluminium disc and was fixed, the 
bottom electrode was a clean mercury surface whose position could 
be varied by means of the reservoir A, a wire dipping in this was 
connected to one of the poles of a battery. The distance between 
the electrodes could be mecwured by a small cathetometer or by 
placing a ruled glass mirror close behind the tube 

Measurements of the sparking potential for varying distance 
of the electrodes were first tried but very irregular results were 
obtained, no doubt owing to the change in the surface of the 

^ Proe, Boy, Soc, 1898. Recent Retearches, pp. 86 et seq. 
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electrodes caused by successive dischuves, and bo the further 
measurements were taken while the discDarge was passing. The 




difference of potential of the terminals was taken by an electro- 
static voltameter. 

On decreasiog the distance between them, the difference of 
potential fell to a minimum and then rose rapidly, but the critical 
distance was always considerably less than the distance between 
the striae ; in fact, the minimum did not occur until the anode 
had entered the dark space. 

Id conclusion I must thank Prof. Thomson for much help aod 
encouragement 

GlTKRDUB LlBOUIOBr. 



The teaching of Mechanics 6y experiment. By Prof. Ewinq. 

[Bead 6 March 190a] 

Prof. Ewing pointed out how by a course of suitable experi- 
ments students could not only be rendered familiar with the 
general principles of Mechanics but could at the same timu learn 
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how to apply these principles to practical questions and how to 
detect and allow for the causes wnich produce aberrations from 
what may be called the theoretical result. He exhibited in 
illustration of his remarks a number of self-contained pieces of 
apparatus for experiments in Statics, Dynamics and Elasticity. 



On the calculation of the dovJble integral ewpreeeing normal 
correlation. By Mr W. F. Sheppard, M.A., LL.M. 

[Read 5 February 1900.] 

{Abstract, v. Transactions, Vol. xix. Pt. i.] 

When the measures of two organs vary about their mean 
value according to the normal law, and the statistical correlation 
of the two sets of variations is also normal, the frequency of 
joint variation within anv selected limits is expressed by the 
integral considered in the paper. The integral involves five 
parameters, one being the angle which measures the statistical 
divergence of the one set of variations firom the other (this 
divergence being a right angle when the variations are inde- 
pendent, and tending towards zero or two right angles for perfect 
positive or negative correlation); but it can be split up into 
eight terms, each of which is a definite function of two para- 
metera It is therefore only necessary to tabulate this function 
in terms of its two parameters. The table has not been con- 
structed, but formulae are given by means of which the function 
can be calculated in any particular case. 

The integral is required in two classes of cases. In the first, 
the data represent actual measurements, and the object is to 
determine whether the correlation is nonnal. For dealing with 
these cases, in the absence of the desired table, an alternative but 
less convenient method is given, accompanied by a complete 
table. In the second class of cases the characteristics observed 
are not capable of quantitative measurement, but their presence 
or absence is regarded as dependent on the greater or less de- 
velopment, acconling to the normal law, of some physiological 
fjActor. (Some of the more important questions of assortative 
mating and heredity come under this head.) The data then 
shew the relative frequency of the presence or absence of the one 
characteristic in connexion with the presence or absence of the 
other, and the problem is to determine the divergence. This is 
done by expressing the double integral as a single integral, in 
which the divergence is the independent variable, and then 
applying the ordmary methods of quadrature. 
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Apparatus for Measuring the Extension of a Wire, By 
Mr O. F. C. Searle, Demonstrator at the Cavendish Laboratoiy. 

[Eeceived 29 March 1900.] 

In the study of the effects of longitudinal stress upon the 
length of a wire some accurate means is required for measur- 
ing the elonration of the specimen. The simplest method of 
magnifying the effects to be observed consists in using a wire 
of a considerable length, which for convenience is hung from a 
fixed support, the extension being produced by hanging weights 
to the lower end of the wire. Two chief sources of error must 
be avoided at the outset. These arise from the yielding of the 
support and the change of length of the wire due to rise of 
temperature. The latter cause may introduce a lar^e error, for 
a rise of 2"" C. will produce an increase of length of -^ mm. in 
a copper wire 3 metres long. Both errors are practically 
eliminated if, instead of finding the displacement of the lower 
end of the wire relative to a fixed mark, observation is made 
of the displacement of the end of the wire relative to the lower 
end of a second wire of the same material, hanging from the 
same support, stretched by a constant weight and serving as 
a standard of comparison. It is here assumed that the coefficients 
of expansion of the two wires are identical in spite of their differences 
in stress. 

It may not be out of place to consider the amount of error due 
to the failure of this assumption. 

Let the coefficients of expansion under zero stress and under 
a stress of T dynes per square cm. be denoted by a and a^ respec- 
tively. Let E and E^ denote the values of Young's moidulus at 
a standard temperature and at a point 0^ higher '. Let l^ be 
the length of the wire when free from strain at the standard 
temperatura 

Then if the wire be first heated and then strained we have for 
the new length 

i = /^ (1 + a^) Tn- ^ j , approximately ; 

' The modulus E^ is determined from observations on the elongation of a wire 

by a load, at the constant temperature 9, without regard to the causes which may 
contribute to that elongation. A similar remark applies to a^. 
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while if the wire be first strained and then heated under strain 

i = j; M + -= j (1 + ajSy approximately^ 

The products of small terms being neglected, the equality of these 
two expressions gives us 

T T 



Now the experiments of Mr G. A. Shakespear {Phil. Mag., 
v., vol. 47, p. 539) give the following values for dE/EdO : 

^^^^ ^sf- 

Copper - -00041. 
Hard brass - 00035. 
Iron - 00019. 

Steel - -00038. 

Taking the case of copper we have approximately a » -000016, 
j!?= 1*2 X 10" dynes per square cm., and thus we find for copper 

?^^^«2xl0-"xT. 
a 

For a wire 1 square mm. in section a load of 2 kilos gives 
approximately 7 == 2 x 10" dynes per square cm. We thus find 

a 

Hence if two copper wires each 1 square mm. in section and 
3 metres long carry loads differing by 2 kilos, the expansion 
of either wire due to ]** rise of temperature will be about 5x10"' 
centimetres, and the more heavily loaded wire will lengthen by 
6 X 10"* X 4 X 10"' « 2 X 10"* cm. more than the other wire. This 
quantity is hardly appreciable by the apparatus described in this 
communication, and thus the method may be considered to be 
satisfactory. 

The simplest method of determining the relative displacement 
of the lower ends of the two wires consists in attaching a scale 

^ These expreBsions are only approximate since the changes in the area of the 
section of the wire have been neglected. 
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to one wire and a vernier to the other '. By this means the 
changes of length may be read to X mm. But since the whole 
extension due to the maximum load is perhaps not more than 
8 or 4 mm., it is clear that so great accuracy can be expected in 
the use of this method 

The apparatos exhibited to the Societv famisbes a much man 
sensitive means of measuring the relative displacement of the 
ends of the wires. In addition to ite Beositiveness it poaa o oo o e the 
advantage of giving direct readings. 

The two wires A, A', Fig. 1, have their upper ends secured 
to a stout piece of metal bolted to a beam. From the lower eoda 




Fig. 1. 
bang two brass &amea OD, O'Tf supporting the two ends of 

L, PML ivofu. s,. a.. Vol. 174, ^ i. 
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a sengitive level Z. One end of the level is pivoted to the frame 
CD by the pivots H ; the other end of the level rests upon the 
end of a vertical screw S working in a nut attached to the firame 
C'ly. The two links K, K' prevent the frames from twisting 
relative to each other about vertical axes, but freely allow vertical 
relative motion. When these links are horizontal the two wires 
are parallel to each other. From the lower ends of the frames 
CD, C'ly hang a mass M and a pan P represented diagram- 
raatically in the figure. The weights of M and P are sumcient 
to ensure that the wires are straight. The connexions between 
the wires and the frames are maoe by the swivels F into which 
the ends of the wires are soldered. The swivels enable the wires 
to be without torsion and thus ensure that the two wires hang in 
a vertical plane. Two other swivels connect M and P to the 
frames. 

The head of the screw is divided, and a scale R engraved on 
the side of the frame serves to determine the number ofcomplete 
revolutions made by the screw. In the instrument exhibited to 
the Society the pitch of the screw is ^mm. \ while the head is 
divided into 100 parts. Each division on the head thus corresponds 
to i^nim.« 

The instrument is used in the following manner. Suppose 
that the screw has been adjusted so that one end of the bubble 
of the level is at its fiducial mark. If a mass be placed in the 

KD P, the wire A' is stretched and the bubble moves towards H, 
ie bubble is then brought back to its fiducial mark by turning 
the screw so as to raise the end of the level resting upon it. 
The distance through which the screw is moved is clearly eaual 
to the increase of length of the wire A' and is determmea at 
once by the difference of the reading of the screw in the two 
positions. The level is sensitive enough to enable the screw to 
De adjusted to ^ of a division on its head, i.e, to y^mm. 

To steady the instrument, it is convenient to allow the two 
wires to press lightly against a rod fixed horizontally at a small 
distance above the frames CD, CD, 

A brief discussion of the kinematics of the instrument may 
be added. In order to secure that there shall be only one possible 
type of displacement of one fr*ame relative to the other, five 
degrees of relative freedom must be destroyed Since only 
relative motion is in question we may imagine one frame, say CD, 
to be fixed. The other frame CD is kept vertical by the tensions 
of the wires above and below it. If the links were absent it 

^ A pitch of 1 mm. would be more conyenient and would give ample eenn- 
tiTeoess. 

* The chief dimeneionB of the apparatus are as follows: — CD =11 cm. Length 
of links 6 cm. Diameter of screw-head =4 cm. 
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would be iree to move horizontally E2ast and West, or North and 
South, or vertically (when the wire is stretched) and to turn about 
a vertical axis. It thus possesses four degrees of freedom. The 
two links destroy three degrees of freedom by preventing the 
frame from (1) rotating about its own wire A\{2) rotating about 
the wire A^ (3) moving towards or away from the frame CD, 
The frame CU has thus but one degree of freedom remainiD^, 
viz. that which enables it to follow the stretching of the suspend- 
ing wire. 

One objection to the use of the links K, K' arises from the 
fact that when the wire A* is stretched so that the ends of the 
links on CD' are lower than the ends on CD, the tensions of 
the two wires are not the same as if the links were absent It 
is here supposed that the two wires are vertical when the links 
are horizontal. The error due to the obliquity of the links is 
easily found. If a be the length of the links, I the length of the 
wires, and P and Q the tensions in the absence of the links, 
then when the links make an angle 6 with a horizontal plane, 
the ends corresponding to P being the lower, the tensions of the 
wires are approximately 

In my apparatus a = 5 cm., I = 300 cm. approximately. Hence, 
when there is a diflFerence of level of 1 cm. between the ends of 
the links, ^ = ^ and a^/4i = 3^ . Since 2PQ/(P + Q) is roughly 
the mean of the two loads, we see that the obliquity of the links 
in this case only alters the tensions by 30^00 ^^ ^^^ mean load. 
This error is therefore negligible. 

Since increasing obliquity of the links brings the two frames 
closer together, it is necessary that the surface of that part of 
the level-holder which rests upon the screw should be part of 
a plane which passes through the axis of the pivots H, and is 
such that it is horizontal when the bubble is at its fiducial 
mark. 

With this apparatus the students at the Cavendish Laboratoiy 
find it easy to mvestigate the deviations from Hookers Law for 
copper wire. When a copper wire of *01186 square cm, in section 
is put slowly through a series of cycles of loacfing and uuloading, 
well-marked hysteresis curves are obtained, even though the 
range of load is but 2 kilogrammes. The maximum extension 
in this case is only *037cm. in a length of 286 cm. The gradual 
extension due to a continued load and the gradual contraction 
consequent on the removal of a load are also easily measured 
by means of the apparatus. 
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The apparatus was constructed by Mr F. Lincoln, second 
mechanical assistant at the Cavendish Labpratory; its eflBcient 
^irorking is due to his care and skill. 

The following method of destroying three degrees of relative 
fireedom of the frames would, I thmk, be practically convenient, 
and would be free from the errors eurising from the use of links. 
Any extent of relative vertical motion consistent with size of the 
apparatus might occur without giving rise to any inaccuracy. 

To the frame CD fix two vertical bars of soft iron in approxi- 
mately the same positions as they would occupy if their axes 
passed through the centres of the two links. Let one bar have 
a plane face, and in the other bar let a V-shaped groove be cut. 
To the frame CI/ pivot two brass wheels, one witn a flat edge 
to run on the flat iron bar, the other with a rounded edge to 
run in the V groove. These wheels must be adjusted so that 
when each bears upon its own iron bar the two wires A, A' are 
vertical. To provide the force necessaiy for maintaining this 
geometrical constraint against disturbing causes two small horse- 
shoe magnets may be fix^ by the side of the wheels, so that their 
poles are within 1 mm. of the iron bars. 



Pm. Soe. Pnt. VW. Z. Piatt XI. 



V 






r'V 



r 






r r -,-^ \ A^^^i^ 



\is; 



,r 



V 










-a-tt -H -• -•♦ -« -•• -*» -»•-«- 



-• ^ ^^,4>-€l-t|-i» -Iff 






LE OF YARDS. 



a- 



Phil. Soe. Proc. V<A 



-I* 



-» -4 



•^^ 



3 ^ $ n 



V » 






H 






*»©. 



'Oc 



— I 



^n 






V 



N 



'.'■^ - 



L. 



^ 4 



j-< 



/ 



MiM D. F M. Pbkw and Mr PiuWTf DuMis.-fcT^- 

p^hdic htuamtnt r/ Pi't'tit ... 

Mr i.C- 8KW*Bti,0n'A. '^ 
Mt'R-Il. liiM^i. (Mf'^ 

Mr AtrMO IUi>"«». <?« '** Jkf«i"^<^ />uV«rtuju:^ in O.- t'i' ■</ ^>^ { 
^wUliPlatwXI.Xll). . . ; - ' 

I- A. c. nttox, On iyiffKw>aba Vquioiim, wUh f." r.iJ^^'J«il 

hWri^iMM - • • • • 

Mr W. L. U. brfttWonTii imd Mr B. U- I'*". ^" ■' 

Mr W L. U. UrcKwoRTH mU Mr D. H. F»MW, J /J/.<-r.f.-i.'« ■:'J 

^BM iwita/ RtMiimwU in A«»n-* «-u«w . • - • -| 
Mr J. OwuuM Kwiis 0« '*" Zooi^<^ iWriw. V rilmoMpondjiaU 

Tnmniiir ' ^ ^ 

Mr F. Gowiuso UoMUSHi, Oi.lA» Bn'ontltw ¥ « t"^» ■AOamMAP^M 

Ber^iu ...... 

Mr n«RBKRt Kiomoxi*. On ttu limplMt algttrr^i 

anj tA* dtrittd wtJ tamintal tar/nca 
Mr a B. MjtTUKirB, IHop/uaitin* tntguafUUt _ . 
Mr K. 8. WnJ-owa, On IK* disUtnc4 bttio^m W* rfriil* «"*** f 

FkttXIU). .....'-•■ 

Mf W- F. aawriBD, Oit (*• cAtJalkm 1/ (A* Ajwbft fn^v*^ .* 

Mr 0. F. 0. 8k*".". Appanau* Ar StMiurinf ttn SxUMim *^^ 
fVir* , - 









- <-« 



PBOCEEDINGS 



* s- ' 



■<.»- 






\ 



OF tFHlB 

 "~ ■«-.''. • 



-ai. 





\r 



^ 







^-. '' 






>~ .-. 



V. . . , • ^ - .-  ^^ V - _ .. '^ J 



Vol. X. PART. vr. 






r*' •• - 1 



- [Easter .Term 1900 J 

' '' ,' •   > 



->• 



' \ 



u 






K . - 



V- 



s 



I. 'll 






- ^ v^ -  AT THE UNIVEKSI,TY PRESS, 

''' . . " - ■^'   -■ - '•■' • ■'■■,'■  '- '  " -*• ^ . - 

\. ' - 7^ " „, AND 0OLD fit  - ' 

'r - l>BiaHTONf BEtL A CO. AWD MACMILLAN <fe BOWES, CAMBRIDGE. 
*» 'v.- . -*. J. -giii'Y AKi> SONS, AVE MARIA LANE^. LONDON. 

:. -^V  '/  ' -y^: ' ■-/ "^ . 1900' :\-V - "' - . .' '- V' 



- r Priee Two Shillings and Sicvpence. 

13 iijf^i/ie 1900. * .. / : , ~.^ 



^ 



V V 



-.  - -. tT • 



1. A limited number of compjete sets of the iirat Ten 
Volumes (thirty parts and indjex) of the TrandCK^on^ is in 
stock ; sets may be obtained on .applicati<ni to the. Secretaries 
of the Society. The ptioe is £20 a »et. 



2. Transactions, 



■^ ' n 



Volume XIX., Part i., was published on June 19. Fellows 
and Honorary Members of the Society, not having already ap- 
plied, who desire that the various Parts of Volume XEX. should 
be sent to them as they appear are required to tni&e application 
at the University Press, Cambridge. jA. separtrte application is, 
by order of the Council, neeessaiy for each Volume, but not for 
each Part of a Volume. / . '■ ; , - 

3. Letters and Communications for the Sciciety should be 
addressed to one of the Secretaries, 

Mr H. F. Baker, St John's CQllege, . 
Mr A. E. Shipley, Christ's College, . \ 
^ Mr L. R. WiLBERFOBCE, Trinity College. 

Presents for the Library of the Society should be addressed to 

The Philosophical Library/ . 

" New. Musevms, 

*, . ' . •■ ' -  

Cambridge. ' ^^ ^ 

•; .-.,-.''•.•• ' -V- --^  - " ^  -' -' '  !^ "- - 

"' 4. Members of the Society are requested to iiiforin the 
Secretaries of any change of address. The Secretariea. will be 
obliged also for any corrections of the list of MembexB which 
was issued in May, 1899. 



V 



PROCEEDINGS 



OF THB 



Camfoitrge |pi^xl0sop[l^iral Somtg. 



Exhibition of AnomaUrus Bones from Pre-dynastic tigyptian 
Skeletons. By rrofessor Macalister. 

[Read 7 May 1900.] 



Ammocoetes a Cephcdaspid. By Dr Gaskell. 

[Read 7 May 1900.] 



Note on some Abnormalities of the limbs and tail of Dipnoan 
Fishes, By Mr H. H. Brindley, M.A., St John's College. 

See Plate XIV. 
[Read 7 May 1900.] 

I AM indebted to Mr J. Graham Kerr for the opportunity of 
examining some cases of abnormal limbs in Lepidosiren paraaoxa 
obtained oy him in the Paraguayan Chaco. The specimen now 
shewn and these sketches of the limbs of others shew the unusual 
condition to be either partial duplicity of the limb or else a 
sudden tapering into a sharp tip. Mr Kerr informs me that 
among 26 adult individuals examined he found two cases of partial 
duplicity, and it seems certain that this condition is of fairly 
frequent occurrence, while the sudden sharpening of the tip is still 
more common. 

Goeldi^ has described and figured a case of more elaborate 
branching than any which are illustrated here. The branches 

1 P.if.fif. 189S,p. 856. 
VOL. X. PT. VI. 24 
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arose daring captivity in an aquarium, and the author has made 
the suggestion that the branches are to be regarded as casual 
accessory respiratory organs arising in connection with the con- 
fined condition. 

Albrecht^ has described a similar duplicity in the limbs of 
Protopterus. 

Boulenger', in comment of both Qoeldi's and Albrecht's caBes, 
has expreiMed the opinion that such abnormalities arise in con- 
nection with reproauction after injury, and with Howes has 
described a trifid limb in Protopterus which appeared after the 
normal limb had been nibbled by fishes in the same tank. 

Serial sections through these abnormal limbs of Lepidosiren 
point to a similar conclusion. In them, whether the extremity is 
bifid or not, the axial row of cartilage segments (mesomeres) is 
present, as in Howes's Protopterus, and the appearance of the 
cartilage cells and matrix has the usual features oi young tissue — 
the matrix is hyaline and relatively scanty and the cells are 
actively dividing, these appearances being in clear contrast with 
those of the cartilage of the thicker basal portion of the limb. 

Eerr has noticed that in Lepidosiren the limbs and the tail 
appear frequently to be injured, and Budgett finds that this 
holds good for Protopterus also. Thus in Kerr's 26 Lepidosireiis 
10 exhibited signs of regeneration of the tail, while three othen 
had bifid and probably reproduced tails. 

The radiograph shews the bifidity of the tail in one of 
Budgett's specimens which is on the table. 

Ihere seems no doubt that both the limbs and tails of these 
Dipnoan fishes have considerable liability to injury and well 
marked power of regeneration, and also a tendency to grow in 
a branched condition, reminding us of the cases of double repro- 
duced tails in Lizards and Polydactyly after mutilation in Am- 
phibiana In Lizards the extra tail is apparently sometimes a 
growth arising from an injured place on a normal tail 

But in some of the cases described in Lizards and in the 
several bifid limbs of Lepidosiren which have been examined by 
section the new growth is bifid from its commencement. The 
existence of a tendency towards branching after injury or section 
is well known in certain plants, but the idea presents itself that 
an unusual expression of branching in a root or stem miffht 
possibly be advantageous, while in the case of an actively moving 
animal it would be rather an inconvenience. In any case we can 
hardlv call upon selection to account for such a tendency in a 
verteorate animal. As has been stated bifidity in a Lizard's tail 

^ Sitz, Akad, Berlin, 1886, p. 545, pi. vi. 
« P. Z. S, 1891, p. 147. 
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fieeiDS almost certainly in some instances to be the healing tissue 
of a woond assuming a special form and conspicuous dimensions, 
thus forming a new tail springing from the side of a normal one. 
^here the new growth is bifid from its commencement we have 
miso sprouting from a wounded surfieu^, that is, the origin of the 
growth differs only in position from the above. In the de- 
velopment of a normal limb or tail the growth proceeds with 
"that of the whole animal, but in the repair of an injury there is a 
special proliferation at one point and the epidermis makes haste 
to cover the subjacent tissues exposed at the end of the stump. 
Thus the trophic events of growth proceed otherwise than in 
normal development and with the immediate purpose of covering 
the wound, while at the same time there is unusual exposure to 
accidental interference from external influences, such as contact 
^th foreign bodies. Under these circumstances it seems not 
impossible that extremely slight circumstances of the moment 
may affect the direction of growth of the rapidly-extending epi- 
dermis without checking the growth as a whole m its endeavour 
to cover the wound, or the subjacent tissues might be interfered 
^th before they were covered over. So in the absence of the 
coordination of growth holding in normal development external 
interference might in some cases mould the regenerating structure 
in a special form. The curious tendency to branch displayed by 
the structures described is interesting, though the suggestion 
made by one or two authors that abnormalities of this kind may 
have some phylogenetic importance appears to rest on doubtful 
jpx>unds. Tne branched condition seems more probably explicable 
on the strength of accidental and local influences. 
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The Standardisation of Antivenomous Serum. By Waltkb 
Mtebs, M.A.; John Lucas Walker Student in the Universitj 
of Cambridge. 

[Bead 7 Jiatf 1900.] 

The Standardisation of Antivenomous Serum is of some theo- 
retical interest, as well as of practical importance, for the fint 
step in studying the process of neutralisation of a toxin by its 
antitoxin is to obtain a reliable method of measuring the latt^. 
As illustrating the practical bearing of the subject, the £BLct may 
be mentioned that some 20,000 persons are reported to have di^ 
from snake bite in India during the year 1898. 

Now it is a matter of extreme difficulty to obtain clinical 
evidence of the therapeutic value of an antitoxin. Diphtheria 
antitoxin is one of the most successful antitoxins, and the 
clinicians were long undecided as to its value, and even now 
their opinions are not altogether in agreement. There has nev» 
to my Knowledge been any doubt as to the laboratoir value — if 
I may use the expression — of this antitoxin. In the case of 
snake poison however the case is different. As is shewn by the 
history of the therapeutics of snake-bite, there has been the 
greatest difficulty in determining the value of various remedies em- 
ployed, as is well illustrated by the case of strychnine*. Further, 
the antivenomous serum is prepared by immunisation against a 
mixture of venoms of which Cobra poison forms 80 °/^. Calmette 
in whose laboratory the antitoxin is made, claims that it neutral- 
ises, and is for a certain .time at least after the bite, even curative 
for, the bite of all poisonous snakes. Other observers however 
have not substantiated this claim. Cunningham', for instance, 
found that in the laboratory the antitoxin has very little if any 
neutralising effect even upon Cobra poison, against which it 
should be most efficacious. And more recently Stephens' has 
shewn that its power of neutralising the venom of certain other 
snakes is very limited indeed. 

It is possible that the results of Cunningham were due to 
a deterioration of the serum after leaving Lille, its place of 
manufacture, a deterioration doubtless in some part due to the 
effect of temperature on the antitoxin. It is therefore important 
that a reliable method of standardisation should be used for the 
serum which is employed clinically, both in the advantage of the 
patient, and in view of obtaining reliable statistics as to its 

' Martin, Sijiitcin of Mediciiie^ Ed. by Clifford AUbutt. 
« Sci. Man. of Meil. OJ'. of India, IHDC. 
» Stephens, Jonni, Path, and Bact, 1900. 
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t^lierapeutic value. So far to my knowledge, apart from a few 
isolated recorded cases, there are no statistics yet available. 

At Lille the sei-um is standardised in the following way. 
Sabbits of about 2000 grams in weight are employed, and the 
'best dose of the mixture of venoms that is used for immunisation 
is ascertained. It may be mentioned in passing that this mixture 
is heated to 73° C. for half-an-hour before use. The test dose 
chosen is that amount of the mixture which kills the animal in 
from 15 to 20 minutes when injected intravenously. The amount 
of serum which will just prevent death when injected 5 minutes 
before the venom is then determined. This amount of serum is 
said to contain 2000 units of immunity. 

We now know that for snake poisons, toxin and antitoxin 
interact directly, and so far as our knowledge goes the process 
is independent of any vital action. Since the above described 
method was designed to permit of the supposed stimulation of 
the cells of the animal by the antitoxin before the toxin is 
introduced, but does not allow of the completion of the reaction 
between the two bodies before they enter the blood stream, it 
must be described as unscientific. 

The first step in the direction of a rational method of 
standardisation was taken by Semple and Lamb\ These authors 
determined the number of minimal fatal doses contained in 
Calmette's test dose, and thus gave a value for the serum in 
terms of its neutralising power, not as in the method above 
described, in terms of its preventive power. They found that 
Calmette's test dose for the rabbit amounted to three times the 
minimal lethal dose for that animal. 

As has been mentioned it is important that the method of 
standardisation be devised such that the general practitioner 
may be able himself to ascertain, at all events approximately, 
the strength of the serum he is about to use. This method is 
unsuited for this purpose for several reasons. The mixture 
Calmette uses is complicated, and should be replaced by one 
single venom, which is easily obtainable. 

Although intravenous injection is a simple operation, sub- 
cutaneous inoculation is simpler, and if equally accurate is for 
this reason to be preferred. Calmette heats his venoms to 73° C. 
for half-an-hour before use. This procedure may render the 
venom more suitable for immunisation, but as we have clinically 
to deal with intoxication by unheated venom, it seems a prion 
preferable to use unheated venom for standardisation. The 
changes that Cobra poison undergoes on heating to tljis tonipoia- 
ture will be mentioned later. 

1 BrlU Med, Journal, Ap. 1, 1S99. 
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A cheap and susceptible animal is defdrable. Now it is dear 
that with equally susceptible animals, that is with animals for 
which the minimal lethal dose per gram weight is the same, the 
smaller the animal, the smaller will be the differences that can 
be observed in the neutralising power of the antitoxin, since 
with snake poison, we can only distinguish between mixtures of 
toxin and antitoxin that are fatal and non-feitaL The lai{;er the 
maximal non-fatal dose, the greater is the error therefore. For 
the same reason, the test dose should be a multiple of the 
minimal lethal dose, and as large a multiple as possible. 

Amongst common laboratory animals, ^guinea-pigs and mice 
seemed to be the most suitable. Quinea-pigs however cannot be 
used. For to neutralise a multiple of the minimal lethal dose, 
undiluted serum must be used, and, as Cobbett^ has shewn, 
anti venomous serum is very often acutely toxic for these animala 

This serum is also often toxic for mice, but I have found that 
death firom it does not occur within the first 24 hours, so that if 
the results be noted for this space of time, we can neglect the 
toxic action of the serum. Antivenomous serum, as some speci- 
mens of normal horse serum do, often kills mice in fix>m 4 — 6 days. 

Using mice of about 16 grams in weight then as test animals, 
and unheated Cobra venom, it was found possible to determine 
the minimal lethal dose to within 20 ''f^, that is increments 
of 1 in 5 could be appreciated. The minimal lethal dose I found 
to be '012 mgrms. This dose killed in firom 3 — 4 hours. 

Taking ten times this quantity, namely '12 mgrms., the amount 
of serum required to neutralise it was then determined, the 
mixtures being allowed to stand at room temperature for half- 
an-hour. 

The neutralisation of ten times the lethal doee coald be 
estimated to within 15 ""/^ ; when the doses of serum were made 
closer, the series became irregular, and it was found impossible to 
distinguish within this limit. 

On comparing the two methods, the method of mixing in tfitrio 
and testing the mixtures on mice was found to be more accurate 
than the rabbit method as used by Calmette. 

Thus with rabbits of about 2000 grams, 0'5 mgrm. per kilo of 
the dr\ venom employed killed in 20 minutes. 

When 0'3 cc. serum per kilo had been injected 5 minutes 
previously, the animal died in an hour and a half With 0*4 ac. 
serum and more, the animals lived and shewed no symptoms. 
0*5 mgrm. of venom is here neutralised by 0*4 c.c. of senim. Hence 
0*12 mgrm& would be neutralised by 0*096 cc. of serum. 

With mice, however, using the same serum, 0*2 &c. was required 

^ Proceedingi of the PhyHol, 8oe, 1899. 
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to neutralise 012 mpfrms. of the poison. When 0*175 cc. was 
ased the animal died in 3 hours. The latter method therefore is 
much more accurate. 

This method of standardisation with unheated Cobra poison^ 
is simpler and more exact than that at present in use, and can 
be used by the general practitioner in testing his serum for 
clinical purposes. We may for convenience call a unit of im- 
munity that Quantity of antitoxin which neutralises ten times 
the minimal lethal dose for a mouse weighing fifteen grams. 
A serum, for example, of which 0*2 c.c. were required, would 
contain 5 units per c.c. 

This method does not reach any s^reat accuracy ; and this is 
doubtless due to the weakness of the antitoxin. When it is 
possible to standardise this serum with 100 times the minimal 
lethal dose, much greater accuracy will probably be possible. 

I wish here to express my thanks to Prof. Ehrlich, at whose 
suggestion this work was begun in his laboratory last year, and to 
whom I am indebted for much assistance and aayice. 
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i The effeet of heating a solatioii of Cobra poison (1 o.c. = 1 mgrm. in phynologioal 
saline eolation) to 78** 0. for half-an>hoar I have foand to be as follows. The 
nunimal hsmolyring dose for haman blood is raised to 20 times the previous 
quantity. The minimal lethal dose for mioe is doabled. The power of the toxin 
of oombining with the antitoxin is diminished, but not nearly to the same degree 
to wlu€^ its toxio power is weakened. 
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Experiments on Impact By J. H. Vincent, D.Sc, BJL, 
A.R.C.SC. 

Introduction, 

Newton was one of the first who performed experiments qq 
impact. In the famous scholium on the laws of motion^ after 
showing that the momentum of two impinging spheres is con- 
served he says : " In bodies imperfectly elastic the velocity of the 
return is to be diminished together with the elastic force ; because 
that force (except when the parts are bruised by their congress, 
or suffer some such extension as happens under the strokes of 
the hammer) is (as far as I can perceive) certain and determined 
and makes the bodies to return one from the other with a relative 
velocity, which is in a given ratio to that relative velocity with 
which they meet." 

This number is usually denoted by e and has received the 
name of " the coefficient of restitution." Newton found that e 
was independent of the size and the relative velocity of the 
spheres and thus depended only on the material of which the 
sphere was composed. 

Hodgkihson' next attacked the subject. His experiments 
were veiy exhaustive, and his chief result was that although e 
was approximately constant for spheres of the same material 
or the same two materials, yet it diminished slightly when the 
velocity of concurrence was increased. 

Newton experimented with bodies which were not permanently 
deformed, but Hodgkinson dealt also with bodies which suffered 
a permanent deformation and found that the value of e in these 
cases diminished more rapidly than in the case of bodies which 
did not undergo any such persistent change. 

In this paper experiments on bodies which suffer large defor- 
mation, whether permanent or temporary, are described. 

Experiments on Rvhber BaUs. 

Fig. 1 shows the result of a series of experiments with a lawn 
tennis ball divested of its cloth covering, its mass was 49 grams 
and its diameter 6 cm. The ball was placed at different heights 
above a stone bench or stone floor, and allowed to fall by means 
of a light wooden lever actuated by a stretched rubber band 

^ Motte's Principia, vol. i. p. 81. 
' Brit, Ansae, Report, 1884. 
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The end of the wooden lever had a small depression in it, and 
the whole was so arranged that the ball received no initial 
velocity when the lever was released. The height to which the 
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Yd. <^ Approcuih In emi, a ite. 
Fia. 1. Stripped Lawn Tennis Ball rebounding from stone slab. 

ball bounced was determined by noting the highest reading on 
a millimetre scale which could be observed, the ball obscuring 
the readings just above this point. Parallactic errors were 
obviated by placing the eye at the expected height on another 
vertical scale. If the reading was different from that expected, 
then a new height was taken for the eye until the eye, bottom 
of ball, and readmg were all at the same height above the plane 
from which the ball rebounded. 



The 
velocity 
without 
Thus it 
relation 
rebound 



points surrounded by circles are obtained by plotting the 
of rebound afi^ainst the velocity of impact, both computed 
any attempt being made to allow for the effect of the air. 
would be more accurate to say that the curve shows the 
between the square roots of the heights of fall and 
than that of the velocities of concurrence and recession. 



The points indicated by crosses show on the same figure the 
way in wnich the value of e thus calculated falls off as the velocity 
of approach increases. These points lie approximately on a straight 
line and, without assuming tnat the value of e thus computea is 
the ratio of the velocities of recession and approach, we have 



v/; 



^=c-*VAi, 



where Ai and ht of the heights of £sill and rebound and c and k 
are constant& 

The results which would follow if such a sti*aight line law 
connected e with the velocity of approach over an extensive range, 
are interesting. 
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The equation, oonnecting $ and u the velocity of approach, is 

e = «i — mu, 

where e^ is the coefficient of restitution for an infinitely small 
velocity. 

e. = -82, 

m « -00018, 

and e is zero when u s 4600 cm. a sec. approx. 
If V be the velocity of rebound, 

This equation is that of a parabola with its axis vertical, and 
concave towards axis of u. Its vertex is at the point 

tt = ^ = 2800 approx. 

V = ^ « 930 approx., 

while the value of e corresponding to this point would then be 

^a*41. This shows that if the straight line law for e held 

through a great range then the maximum velocity of rebound 
would be 930 cm. a sec. 

Fig. 2 exhibits a series of experiments on another lawn tennis 
ball. The ball with the cloth on does not in this curve give e as 
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Fio. 3. Lawn Tennis Ball. 

Pts * obtained next day from same ball with oloth on. 
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a Unear function of the velocity of approach. The removal of the 
cloth raises the values of e, and the effect of puncturing the ball 
after the cloth is removed is to lower e very little^ 

^^' S gives the results of some experiments on a lawn tennis 
ball of this season's make ; the two sets of readings were taken 
on successive daya The difference is a temperature effect, pro- 
bably on the material of the envelope and not on the oontemed 
gas, as it is greater than one would expect puncturing to cause. 
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Yd. «if Approach in emt. a Me. 
Fio. 8. Two Bets of obsenratioDB. 



The curves A on Fig. 4 were obtained from the same ball, 
care being now taken to handle it as little as possible, and to 
leave an interval of a couple of minutes between each experiment. 



s^ 




Vti. 1^ Approach in cmt. a tee, 
FlO. 4. 

^ The gas eaeaping from the ball on pnnotaring smelt strongly of ammonia. 
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This curve shows that e (as thus computed, without allowing f<»r 
air effects) is a linear function of the velocity, for a long range. 

Using the same notation as before, we have 

e. = -72, 
m = 00016 ; 
e is zero when 

u = 4500 cms. a sec. approx. 

The vertex of the parabola 

is at the point 

u = ^ ~ — 2250 cms. a sec, 

t; = 7— = 810 cms. a sec. approx., 

while the value of e corresponding to this point would be 

I = -36. 

The curves B on Fis^. 4 were drawn from results obtained 
with a "squash rackets ball. 

e. = -69, 
m « 00018 ; 

e is zero when u s= 3800 cms. a sec. approx. The vertex of the 
parabola v^e^u — mu^ is at the point u = 1900 and t; = 670cin& 
a sec.; e is then '35. 



Experiments with a Steel BaU and Indiarvhber Bung, 

Fifi;. 5 shows the results of two series of experiments on the 
bouncmg of a steel ball from a large new rubber bung. The ball 
was of " hard " steel, brightly polished. It weighed 67 grammes 
and measured 2*54 cms. in diameter. The bung was of grey 
rubber 4*9 cma thick, and its circular ends were 6*5 and 8*2 cma 
in diameter respectively. 

The larger of its two plane surfaces was cemented to a laige 
stone block and the impacts were made to occur at the centre of 
the smaller surface. 
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The points in Fig. 5 indicated by circles were obtained as in 
the above described experiments, but those shown by crosses are 
the results of a series of experiments performed on another day 
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Fef. Cif Approach in ems, a tee. 
FiQ, 5. Steel Ball impinging on rubber bung. 

by the pendulum method. The pendulum was 245 cm. long so 
that the velocity on impact in cm. a sec. was numerically equal 
to twice the length of the chord in cms. The pendulum experi- 
ments were not easy to perform, as the thread supporting the 
steel ball stretched considembly even under a small tension. 
Thus it was found necessary to release the ball (this was done 
by the wooden lever apparatus described above), to let it strike 
the rubber surface once, to read the length of the chord for the 
first rebound and for the second; these last two readings were 
the ones used and gave fairly concordant results. 

Parallax was avoided by using a scale fastened to a plane 
mirror parallel to the plane of motion. 

The resistance of the air had so small an effect that no 
allowance was made for it, and the results for e are probably 
not appreciably different from what would have been obtained 
from experiments in a vacuum. 

The coefficient of restitution is again a linear function of the 
velocity of approach. 

6o = -81, 
m = -00011, 

and e is zero when u = 7400 cms. a sec. The maximum velocity of 
rebound is 1840 cms. a sec. and the velocity of approach corre- 
sponding to this is 3700, while e = '40. 
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The preceding experimente vitb the steel ball and indiambber 
bone tend to show that « in the other cases decreased unifivmlf 
as the velocity of approach increased and to indicate that the 
results are not veiy much affected by the resistance of the air. 
There are practical difficulties in the accurate determination of e 
for large and for small velocities of approach, and it would be 
bllacioue to lay stress on the results of wide extrapolation of sach 
curves as- are given in the figures. Yet the experimentg indicate 
the possibility and even the probability of the existence in the 
above cases of a maximum value for e which occurs when the 
velocity of approach is vanishingly small and which is considerably 
less than amty. Also the existence of a maximum veloci^ of 
rebound is inoicated. 



Eaiperiments vnth Lead. 

In order to determine the circumstances of impact in which 
one or both of the bodies suffer permanent deformation it seemed 
desirable to find the relation between the deformation produced 
and the velocity. 

In Fig. 6 we have the results obtained by dropping a " hard," 
highly polished steel ball, mass 67 grammes, on to a slab of lead'. 
The diameter of the ball was 2'54 cm. and the slab of lead was 
5 cm. thick with a sur&ce of 15 X 20 sq. cms. 





























^. 


















































 




























































































-^ 




















_ 


^ 


L 


J 



rd. tfJppnaik tm an. < ite. 

BtMl B*U (2-54 uhr. diuneter) blling on lead. 



The surface of the lead blocks used in this and suoceeding 
experiments was prepared by planing with a carpenter's plane. 
This tool when set so as to cut a very thin shaving will plane lead 
readily, if oil is used freely as a lubricant The sur&ce thus 
prepared has a remarkably beautiful appearance. The ciystalB 
composing it are seen in reflected light and if the lead has been 
" cJiUled the sections of the crystals are on an average about a 

 Thfl lead wu oommerei*) ploinben' lead. 
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mm. across. If I^owever the lead be cooled slowhr by leaving it in 
the iron mould in which it haa been meltedi tne crystals ai» as 
much as a cm. in diameter. 

In these experiments with lead the one surface, planed as 
above and rubbed with a clean cloth, was used throughofit any 
one set of experiments. Results shown by different curves refer 
to different blocks of lead or to a newly planed surfiaee. 

The character of a leaden surface varies in different parts and 
thus the averaging of many results is indicated ; but this method 
is inapplicable, as one woul4 use up the whole surface in deter- 
mining a single point on a curve. Where indentations occurred 
near tne edges of the surfiewce or near other dents they were not 
measured. 

The depression which the ball makes in the lead is exactlv a 
cast of the surface of the ball. This was proved by the £EUit that 
although the ball would stand without shake in the dent which it 
had made, yet if a very small grain of dust were introduced into 
the dent, the ball would not ht exactly but would rock on the 
speck of dust 

The curves in Fig. 6 are drawn by plotting the squares of the 
diameters of the dent in cms. against the velocities of approach. 
Bv the diameter of the dent is meant the diameter of its circular 
edge. This was measured easily in reflected light by a traversing 
microscope whose vernier read to *01 cms. 

From these curves we see that 

where d = diam. of dent -• 2r, 

u a= velocity of approach, 
and b s a constant. 

The volume of a spherical cup is 

where I is the length of the radius R of the sphere, cut off by the 
plane of section. If the cup is small we may put the volume as 

irP-B, 

but !■ is approximately equal to j^ and thus the volume is 
approximately 

TIT* 
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or Qo7)> where d is the diameter of the dent and D is the 
diameter of the sphere. 

Thus the volume of the dent is proportional to the energy of 
the ball just before impact. 

We may write then, using the above value for the volume of 
the dent, 

Mu^_ ird* 
2 "^•32D ^^'' 

where M^ mass of ball, 

u = velocity at impact, 
j) = a constant. 

If the other quantities in the equation are in O.Q.S. units then 
p is the force in dynes per sq. cm. which will make the lead flow. 
The quantity p is also numericallv equal to the number of ei^ of 
work done in making a dent a cubic cm. in volume. 

From equation (i) we have 

16if2)/i^V 

p — -\a^^ 

which may be written 

p = aft', 

where a = — - and may be calculated from the dimensions and 
mass of the ball. 

The value of 6= -^ is obtained from the straight line AotB 
on Fig. 6. 

For the ball used in these experiments a — 866 ; curve A 
Fig. 6 gives h = 857, thus p — &'\^x 10" dynes per sq. cm. 

, For the curve B in Fig. 6, 6 = 1 140 and p = U x 10«. That is, 
the pressure which is necessary to make the specimen of lead, 
used for curve B, flow, is nearly twice as great as that necessary in 
the case of the material used m the set of experiments shown bj 
curve A. 

The total upwaxd force of the lead on the ball at any depth of 
penetration I is 

Trpr* = irpDl, 
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and conse(iiiently varies as /. The time taken in making a dent is 
therefore independent of the velocity of impact. The time is 






which equals -^r 



For curve A Fig. 6 the time is 1'85 x 10"^ seca and for curve D 
it is 1-4 X 10"^ sees. 

The law of proportionality between u and eP may be used to 
determine e. By giving the surface of the lead block a slight tilt 
from the horizontal we can ensure that successive dents do not 
occur too near each other, and if this inclination is slight the 
impact is still practically direct. The velocity of impact at the 
(n4-l)th dent is the velocity of recoil from the nth dent; and 
kuowing the value of h we can compute several values of e from 
the measurements of successive dents. The calculations and 
observations are tabulated below for the lead used in curve B, 
Fig. 6. 

The values of e given in column V. are set out in Fig. 7 
against the values of the velocity m column I. as the abscissee. 
Alternative ordinates from column VI. are distinguished by 
crosses in the three cases in which any difference in the value 
of e occurs. The alternative values for the cases of velocities 
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326, 678 and 950 have now to be combined with the other values 
to draw a curve. This is more regular if drawn through the 
crosses in these cases, and these points indicate probably the 
better value for e in each case. 

The velocity of impact in the case of second dent can be 
computed in two ways which are given in columns VIII. and IX., 
and thus to the ordinates in column XI. we have two alternative 
sets of abscissae, those in columns VIII. and IX. 

VOL. X. PT. VI. 25 
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The Talaea of e are plotted in Fig. 7. The etars are from 
columiiB IX. and XI., while points from colunmB YIII. and XI. 
are so nearly identical with the positions marked by stara that 
they are not indicated. 

The values of e thus obtained show that e decreases as the 
velocity of impact increases. The curve showing the relation oit 
to u is convex towards the axis of «. 
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3 of experiments similar to those exhibited 



Fig. 8 gives a s 
in Figs. 6 and 7. 

h =- lOSO, 

p = 9-6 xlV dynes per sq. cm. 
The time taken to make any dent is 



8Db 



= 1-5 X 10-* sees. 



Fig. 9 is drawn from a similar set of experiments. In this 
case some smaller velocities of impact were employed. 
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This was done b^ soldering a small hook of bright wire to the 
steel ball and hanging the ball up by this hook from the extreme 
point of a needle, which was horizontal. The needle could be 
moved quickly by a spring in the direction of its length thus 
releasing the ball. The height fallen through was measured by 
a cathetometer. 

For large velocities of impact d? is less than that indicated by 
the equation 

This is noticeable also in Figs. 6 and 8. The deviation from 
the straight line is due to two causes : 

1. The ordinate d^ is not accurately proportional to the root 
of the volume of the dent. 

2. The volume of the dent is less than it would be if it were 
proportional to the energy of the ball just before impact. 

It is at once seen that the latter cause is the most efficient. 
For the dent is still small compared with the ball so that bj 
taking another term in the expression for the volume of the dent 
we get a formula of quite sufficient accuracy to test the effect of 
the cause 1. 

We have previously taken the volume of the dent as 

32jD' 
It is to a nearer approximation 

1 + .^) 



32DV ■*"3W- 



If then we wish to make the ordinate proportional to the root 
of the volume we must plot 



*( 






instead of d^ ; 

that is, each point must be raised about -777 . This correction is 

40 

small even for the larger dents and is not sufficient to bring the 

points up to the straight line through the smaller dents. 

We must conclude then that the displaced volume is pro- 
portional to the initial energy of the ball for small velocities of 
impact ; but as the velocities increase the volume of the dent is 
less than it should bo according to this rule. 
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For the smaller dents 

b = 1000, 
so that p = 8*7 X 10" dynes per sq. cm. 

The cases in which the straight line is deviated from are those 
having small values for p. The specimen of lead giving 

p = llxlO» 

being the one in which the straight line law was obeyed over the 
greatest range. 

The time occupied in making the small dents in Fig. 9 is 

IT . 



SDh 



= 1*5 X 10-* sees. 



Using the same block of lead successive dents were measured 
and computed as already explained. Values for e were obtained 
similar to those shown on Fig. 7. 

In the experiments on lead described so far, we have used 
a steel ball 2*54 cms. in diameter. 
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Fza. 10. Steel Balls of different diameters falling through h oms. on to lead. 



In Fig. 10 the results of three sets of experiments are set 
out. These were performed on the same block. The lead was 
slowly cooled and showed large crystals on its newly planed 
surface. Three steel balls were used in these experiments. Their 
diameters were in the ratio of the numbei*s 1, 2, 3. The block 
was replaned after the largest ball wjis used, but the other two 
sets of readings were taken on the same surface. 
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The diameters of the balls were 1*27, 2*54 and 3'81 cms. 
respectively. The block measured 8*5 x 8*5 x 13*5 c.cm& 

In this figare the ordinates as before are proportional to the 
square of the diameter of the dent, while the abscisse are pro- 
portional to the velocity of approach, the numbers being the roots 
of the heights of fall. 

Reading the straight lines we have, when h s 100 cms., 

(? = 1*22, -62, 12, 

or rf=l*ll, -72, -35, 

so that the diameter of the dent is approximately proportional to 
the diameter of the ball which makes it, other thmgs being the 
same. 



T^T 16if2)u« 8p (DhA\^ 



where p - the density of the steel 

Thus the above results agree with the law that p is constant. 
Adapting the above equation for direct computation from the 
figure, we have 

16esr/WA\« 

^ 3 V d« ; 

p for the steel balls was determiued and was found to be 7*78 
grammes per c.cm. ; a is thus 4*07 x 10*. 

The values of fi for the three balls are set out below : 

8333 134*2 

19*23 1241 

8*20 1191 

The value of ^ decreases in the above table, while D increases. 
This is due to some fortuitous circumstance and as will be shown 
below the linear dimensions of the dent vary with those of the 
ball very accurately, even when the range of diameter of the ball 
is greater than in Fig. 10. 

Taking the mean value of fi we get, for this slowly evolved 
block, 

p = 6*4 X 10* dynes per sq. cm. 

Again, the specimen of lead has a small value for p, and the 
curves in this figure bend over towards axis of velocities. 



IHameter of (alL 


i)» 


1-27 


1-61 


2-54 


6-45 


3-81 


14-52 
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The time of impact is 

8Du'" 8 •/>»«<• 

Now jrr- is a constant, thus the time of impact is directly 

proportional to the diameter of the impinging ball. The above 
expression for the time may be written 



t 



8V2^)8' 



and thus the time of impact for a ball of 1 cm. diameter is 
'745 X 10^. The time of impact of the three balls is thus: — 



D 


t 


1-27 


•89 X 10 


2-54 


1-79 X la 


3-81 


2-68 X 10 



After performing the experiments described above, it was 
necessaiT to test the accuracy with which d and D are pro- 
portional For this purpose another piece of lead was taken and 
three sets of experiments performed without replaning the surface. 
The results are set out below : — 

- . Nnmber of ezperimentB of . 1*27(1 

^ « which d is the mean. * Hd" ^ 

1-27 -SOSa 12 100 -3033] 

2-54 -6117 6 100 ^OSSV 12 x 10« 

3-81 -8975 4 100 2991 J 

The numbers in the last column are nearly the same, and thus 
d and D are proportional to a considerable degree of accuracy. 
To test this point further a number of steel spheres were obtained 
from the Automachinery Company of Coventry. They were 
made of "hard" steel, and haa a hifi^hly polished surface; no 
difference in the density of the material could be detected by the 
balance. 

Fig. 11 shows the results of a series of experiments with this 
set of spheres. The height of &11 was 100 cm. in all cases. The 
block of lead on which the spheres fell weighed about 100 kilos, 
and was approximately cubical. It was a chilled casting, the 
lead being allowed to cool until solidification began, before it was 
poured into the mould. The mould consisted of four blocks of 
uron set up on a slab of iron. The surface which was used in the 
experiments was that in contact with the slab of iron forming 
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the bottom of the mould. On planing up, the surfiioe showed 
a fine grained crystalline structure. In Fig. 11 the ordinates give 
the diameter of the dents in cms. but the abscissae give the 
diameter of the balls in inches. 

The points thus determined come very nearly on a 8tiai£^t 
line and this is true for a rauffe of diameters from a quarter of an 
inch up to two inches. The small discrepancies would have 
pi*obably disappeared if it had been practicable to have used the 
average of several results for each ball. This was not done, as it 
was desired to use the same sur&ce throughout, and not to use it 
all up on one or two points, as was done in the experiments in 
which three balls were dropped from the same height. The 
points plotted are the results of one experiment for each ball. 

The constant p computed from Fig. 11 is 7*3 x 10". 

Using the block of lead which gave the result j9 s 12 x 10*, 
some experiments were made to test the validity of the formula 

pV^Mgh, 



or 



_32g MDh 



when the material of the impinging sphere was varied. The 
results are set out in the table oelow : — 



Material of 
the sphere 



Stoue 



Steel 



Glass 



M 


D 


515 


1*56 


66*95 


2-54 




(2-69 


26-28 


.2-70 




2-68 



160 



100 



100 



MhD 



1-26 X 10» 



1-28 X 10» 



110 X 10» 



8^ MhD 



13xlO» 



13xlO» 



llxlO* 



If the formula had been obeyed the last two columns should 
each contain equal numbers. The numbers are not very different 
and the formula is obeyed approximately. 
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The complete formula giving the relation between the volume 
of the dent and the height of bM is probably more nearly 
approached by any of the formulsB 

pV^Mg{h^h% 

p(F+F+F' + &Ca) = %A, 

in which h! is the height of the first rebound, v the velocity of 
rebound, V the volume of the 1st dent and V\ V\ &a, the 
volumes of the successive dents. It seems then that the complete 
law must involve a knowledge of the coefficient of restitution for 
different velocities of impact. But this number e is more nearly 
constant as the dents set smaller: that is to say the bodies suffer- 
ing small permanent oeformation have a nearly constant value for 
e^. Thus the laws which we have seen are nearly obeyed for lead 
would probably be obeyed with greater accuracy for brass, for 
example, if we put in a term for e. Thus for steel balls filling on 
brass it is probable that the formula 



would hold. 



pV^^Mu^(l^€l') 



Dents in Brass and Cast Iran. 

When " hard " steel balls impinge on surfaces of brass or of 
cast-iron the diameters of the dents are found to be proportional 
to the diameters of the spheres if the height from which they M 
is constant. 

The fourth power of the diameter of the dent is also again 
proportional to ttie height if other circumstances are unchanged. 

These results follow from the numbers set out below. 



steel UU falling on 


Height of fall 


Diameter of Dent in emi. 


ForbaU 
2*64 oms. 
diameter 


ForbaU 
6-08 cmsa 
diameter 


Bi*aAS 
Cast ii-on 


80 cm. 

5 cm. 

320 cm. 

20 cm. 


•37, 38, -37 

•19, -21, -21 

•40 

•20, 22 


•77, ^77 
•40, -40 

•79 
•38, 37 



^ Hodgkinson, loe. cit. 
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IHreot determination of e /or Steel Ball and Lead Block. 

The ball used weighed 67 grammes, was 2*51 cms. id diameter 
and the pendulum was 109 cms. long. The block weighed about 
SO kiloB. and was slowly a cooled one, exhibiting large crystals on 
plauiDg up the surface. 

After obtaining the values shown in Fig. 12 by points sur- 
rounded by circles the block was hammered with a small hammer 
till it was quite smooth, then a block of steel was put on the 
surface, having a planed surface in contact with the lead. Repeated 
blows with a sledge-hammer were then given to the steel block 
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and the lead surface, this rendered quite flat was used again in 
determining those points in the figure indicated by crosses. It 
was at once noticed that hammering the lead made the results 
more uniform. Hammering also raises the value of the coefficient 
of restitution for any given velocity. 

On comparison with Fig. 7 it will be seen that these results are 
in general agreement with those obtained by the measurement of 
successive dents. 

In Fig. 13 some determinations are ^ven for two leail blocks, 
one chilled, the other slowly cooled. These results are set out 
below : — 

Slowly cooled lead Uock. 



( Td. ot tpjKoaoh 


b«IOM 




hamiiMn 


10 


•270 


■370 


•100 


60 


'194 


•862 


-068 


164 


146 


•187 


■041 
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Chilled lead block. 



50 
1S4 



■150 
•11* 



■310 
■836 
■152 



The values of e are giren to throe fi 
mean of a numher of oDeervationa 



■038 
ures because they are the 



From thU experiment e is less for chilled lead than for slowly 
cooled lead, while the effect of hammenoj; is to Iftise e (for any 
velocity) by approximately the same amount for both blocks. 

































LJ.i -111 i i j, Lil.i-U 



1- ^ Approach In cm 

Via. 18. 






 Cooled alovrlj uid hi 

O „ ,. (befon 

• „ qniokly aod bammered. 

X „ „ (before hammering). 



Before faammeriDg the chilled block, dents for various steady 
loads were measured. The dents were made with a steel ball 
similar to that used in the peudulum experiments. This was 
constrained to move in a vertical direction by contact with a 
conical hollow tool placed id the jaws of a drilling tnachine. The 
load was applied slowly by a screw, which when turned sufficiently, 
lifted a scale-pan containing the weights. The pressure was thus 
transmitted by the vertical rod of the drilling machine to the 
ball. This rod moved quite freely In well lubricated bearings in a 
vertical direction, and thus the ball had only one degree of 
freedom. Some experiments in which the ball was not thus con- 
strained were useless owing to the dents being ill-shaped. The 
above arrangement worked quite satisfactorily. 
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The results are given in Fig. 14, which shows that the square 
of the diameter of the dent is approximately pioportional to the 
load. From this figure we find P the pressure which the lead can 
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SUady load in pounds 
Fia. 14. 



4 



support to be TwvfQ P^^^^s weight per sq. cm. or nearly 

3 X 10* dynes per sq. cm. Now from the impact experiments 
already performed we find that p has a value always much greater 
than this. But the dents produced by impact were measured for 
this piece of lead and gave : — 



u 





befoie 


«fter hammering 


before 


after hammering 


160 


•43 


■42 


■150 


•236 


462 


■72 


■71 


•114 


•152 



The mean value for p before hammering is thus 6*2 x 10". 

This shows that the pressure the lead exerts on the ball during 
impact is about twice as great as the pressure which the lead can 
resist in the form of a steady load. 

The results in the above table show also that the increase in 
the value of p due to hammering is accompanied by an increase in 
the value of e. 

The value of P was also determined after hammering. A load 
of 350 lbs. before hammering gave a dent '77 cms. in diameter, but 
after hammering, the same load gave a dent 71 cms. in diameter. 
Thus P rises considerably, due to the hammering. 

The block of lead used in Fig. 11 gave a dent *69 diameter 
with a load of 350 lbs. on a ball 2*54 cms. in diameter, so that 
different specimens of lead even when chilled differ considerably 
in the value of P measured under the same conditions. 
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Experimmta with Para^ln Wax. 

The phenomena of indentation of paraffio wax by a steel spha 
seem to oe veiy similar to thooe in case of lead. 

Fig: 15 shows some sets of readings taken with a steel sphec 
falling on parafGn. 
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In the case of curve A, Fig. 12, the dents were measured on 
the paraffin block. The block was used as it comes from the 
makers except that it was planed up. It was obvionsty filled with 
air holes, and the way in wnich such a material obeys the straight 
line law is very strikmg. 

The character of the dent itself is quite different from the 
dent in lead. In lead no burr is raised round the depression and 
the sphere fits the hole it makes. In this case there is a very 
obvious burr produced, and the hole has a radius of curvature 
greater than ttiat of the sphere which makes it. It was found 
difficult to measure the dent in paraEEu accurately; but the steel 
ball has a perfectly i^ular and easily measured mark on tt which 
is easily measured. This patch is as near as could be determined 
equal to the dent 

Curve 15 £ is obtained in this way from paraffin wax which 
had been kept melted for some time to get rid of contained gases. 
The diamet^ of the ball was 381 cms. 

Curves 16 A and B are both for " hard" pai^ffin, while curve 
16 C refers to "soft" paraffin. This block was much larger than 
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the rest being about SO x 30 x 15 ccma. in volume. The values 
of p and t cawulated fix>m these carves are given below :— 



Carve 


D 

StMlBaU 
inmni. 


KindorPknffin 


dTnupw 
•q. era. 


JDWOl. 


15 J 

IS B 
ISO 


2-61 
3-81 
3-81 


"Hard- 

" Hard " i-e-meltod 

"Soft" re-melted 


2-4 X 10* 
l-7xlO« 
1-2 X 10" 


2-9 X 10-* 
41 X 10-* 
6-S X 10-* 



From this table we see that though p ia less than in the case 
of lead, it is of the same order of magnitude. For same height 
of fall and with balls of one material a varies with i> aa is shown 
in the following table : — 



hma. 


Demi. 


doma. 


21'2 


1-27 


-33 


21-2 


2-64 


'66 


21-2 


3-81 


1-03 


126-6 


1-27 


-48 


126-6 


2-64 


1-07 


126-6 


3-81 


1-68 



Coejicient of RestituHon for Steel Spheres impinging on Paraffin, 
Brass, and Cast-iron. 

Eizperiments on the value of e for a steel ball and paraffin, 
brass, and cast-iron blocks were performed. The results are set 

I 
J 



^_^., 
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out in Fig. 16. It will be seen that paraffin although more easily 
deformed than lead has always a higher coefficient of restitution. 

The experiments were performed on massiye blocks of the 
materials. 



Summary of Results. 

In the case of indiarubber balls impinginjg; on a non-deformable 
plane and also for a non-deformable sphere impinging on a block 
of iudiarubber, the equation 

« = 6^ — mu 

gives the value of e for any velocity of approach u, e^ and m being 
positive and constant. 

For a steel ball impinging on the plane surfisM^ of a lead, 
paraffin, brass, or cast-iron block e rises rapidly when the velocity 
of approach becomes small. For large velocities of approach e is 
given approximately by the same formula as above. 

Hammering the surface of lead increases e whether the lead 
be a " chilled " or a slowly cooled casting. 

The dents produced by the impact of non-deformable spheres 
on plane surfaces of lead, paraffin, brass, and cast-iron obey the 
following simple rules when the velocity of impact is not great : 

(1) The square of the diameter of the dent is proportional to 
the velocity of impact. 

(2) For spheres of the same material impinging with the 
same velocity, the diameter of the dent is proportional to the 
diameter of the sphere. 

From which it follows when e is small, i.e. for lead and paraffin, 
that: 

(3) The time taken by any one sphere to produce a dent is 
independent of the velocity of nnpact. 

(4) The pressure {p) between the surfaces in contact is con- 
stant during this time. The value of jp for diflferent specimens 
of lead varies from GxlO' to 13xl0* dynes per sq. cm. While 
for " soft " paraffin it is about 1 x 10« dynes per sq. cm. 

These results may be grouped together when the velocity of 
impact and the radius of the sphere both change by the rule 
that : 
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(5) The volume of the dent is proportional to the energy of 
motion of the sphere just before impact. This was found also to 
apply even when the material of which the impinging sphere 
was changed. 

For steady loads the square of the diameter of the deut is 
proportional to the load. The pressure (P) between the surfaces 
in contact is constant, and in tne case of lead is about one-half 
of p. 

(6) The time of impact is directly proportional to the diameter 
of the impinging ball if other things are constant. 

Cancltision. 

The result (5) is in accord with Martel's^ work on the inden- 
tation produced by a pyramidal steel tool driven into a metal 
block by a falling weight. He showed that the volume of the 
indentation was nearly proportional to the work of the falling 
weight. The volume was also nearly the same for tools of some- 
what different form. 

Unwin^ suggests that P and p would be found to differ. 

In conclusion I wish to thank Prof. J. J. Thomson for many 
valuable suggestions. 

1 From Unwin, Te$ting of Materials of Construction. He gives tbe reference to 
Marters work as Comtnission des Mitlwdes (VEssai des Matiriaux de Construction, 
Tome n. p. 261. 
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The CUtssification of Conies and Quadrics. By T. J. FA. 
Brohwich, M.A., Fellow of St John's College, Cambndge. 

[Received 26 April 1900.] 

This problem. is one of the oldest in the theory of quadratic 
forms and has been handled by many writers. Until recently, 
howeyer, it has not been treated by the Weierstrassian methods 
of classification, and this is probably due to the &ct that some 
modifications are necessary which preyent the direct application 
of the method. 

Hensel has attacked the nroblem (Crelle, 113 (1894), p. 303) 
without using metrical methods (i.e. without the absolute) and his 
results agree with what has been fonnd in Sea 2 of the following^, 
but of course the reduction is not complete from a metrical 
point of yiew. Hensel's process is considerably simplified by this 
omission. 

Timerdin^ (Crelle, 122 (1900), p. 172) has recently published 
an investigation on the same lines as Hensel's ; this follows yery 
closely the reduction of a quadric to its centre, given in books on 
solid geometry. 

Qundelfinger (Vorlesunaen aus Anal. Oeom. KegelsAniUe, 
edited by Dingeldey, 1895) has considered the problem in all its 
generality for conies; and Briickel (Crdle, 119 (1898), p. 210 and 
p. 313) for quadrics. The method given below differs considerably 
from theirs (which are essentially the same) in the case of point- 
coordinates. For tangential equations their method is viitoally 
the same as mine (Sec. 3) ; but I have abbreviated the pre 
by using a method of simplifying Weiei*strass's solution of the 
when one of the fundamental forms of the &mily (Schaar) has 
a zero determinant. (See a note presented to the London Math. 
Soc., 5th April, 1900.) 

It should be remarked that the method of reduction given 
in Sec. 1 below ou^ht to be capable of being applied to the case 
when the comparison quadric is not of the special type used in 
the remainder of the paper {i,e, is not definite). 
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1. PreUminary consideration of bilinear Jbrme. 

Let A = ^Or^rtft* B s ^br^rt/i be two bilinear forms each of 
which is symmetrical, so that a«r = an» bgr^b„. Then let 

C — ZCffXryt » Xil — 5, 

r,9 

so that C is also a symmetric bilinear form, and then consider the 
form 



D« 



Ai 



where 



Ai« 



Cn, Pr, Vt 

Pi, 0, 

A^f , , 

Crt, Pr 

Pi, 



. (r, 5=1, 2,..., n), 



Here the p's are supposed to be constants and the deter- 
minants are abbreviated symbols * for determinants of (n + 2) 
or (n + 1) rows and columna 

Take the symbolical product CD in the sense given by 

Frobenius (Crelle, 84 (1878), p. 1)"; this is obtained by writing 

XctfOt instead of Wr in D, Thus 
t 



CD^i- 

A, 



On f Pr, Vr 
p. , 0, 

2c«^e, , 



t 






Crf> Pf, Vr 

p., 0, 

, —'iprXft —E 



where E^ Xx^yr is the unit-form {EinJieiUform). 

It will save a certain amount of repetition if we wnte 

Px=^Pr^r, Py'^^Xpryr' 

With these symbols we now have 



A, 



Cr,, yr 

p., 



1 This Biiggestion has been made both by Frobenias and by Nanson. 
* This method of multiplication is really Gayley's method of oombining 
matrioes. 

26—2 
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Similarly 



A, 






Pr 




Expand D in powers of (1/X), and let us write 

where m will extend from — 1 to — x and may also include a 
finite number of positive indices as well. 

Write further, also expanding in powers of (1/X), 



1 






A, 


Ortt 


Vr 




P" 






= SlJmX"*, 



A, 



'rf* 



X, 



Bt 



Pr 




= 2f «,V*, 



then by the symmetry of C, ^m will be the same function of 
osi, .,. , Xn that ffm is of yi, ..., yn- We shall suppose that X*~* 
is the highest power of \ which occurs in Sf^^** ; and X^ the 
highest in SAnX"*. Then we have 

(m= /8, )9— 1» •••! — Qo ) 
(m = a — 1, a — 2,...,— 00 ), 






Hence /8 ^ (a - 2), and if /? > a - 2 we shall have AD^^O, 
so that A\ = if D/i + 0. By comparing coefficients of other 
powers of \, we find in general 

but for m = 0, ^D_i - BDq = -E^-p^ri^. 

It is to be noted that the products on the left are all 
symbolical; while those on the right give a simple product of 
two linear functions which will be itself a bilinear form, capable 
of symbolical combinations. 

Similarly, from the value of DC, we find 

Dn^^A - Dn,B = pyf ,„, in general, 

D^A -D^ =-jE? + pyfo (m = 0). 

Hence 

A D^,A = A (D^,A - D,B) + (il A - BD,) B + BD,B 
^^A + A(py^o) + (PxVi)B + BD^B, 

where now A (pyfo) and (ps^i) B are symbolical products ; to form 
say the former of them, we have to replace av in (pyfo) by the 
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linear function Xa^r^t and we thus obtain py^f,' where ^o ^ the 
term independent of \ in the expansion of 



: t 



— ^fm^***' 



In like manner (j)grfj)B =p«i;i", where 

1 



Ai 



On, ^brtyr 

p., 



= 2i;,n"X"*. 



We shall use f,n", i;^' in analogy with rfj\ f ,«' respectively, and 
we now find 



while 



A = BD,B - ilD-xil +i?yfo' + PxVi\ 



It must be observed that f ,» , f^ ' are not independent : for 
we have 

\(2f,A'»)-2f„"\~=^ 



Orgy 




t 


: 

1 



where we write 



A« = I c 



n 



From these equations it appears that when Aq/Aj is expanded 
in powers of (l/^) the highest power of X will be X* ; further, 
if we write 

Ao/Ai = S.X* + S.-iX*-> + . . . , 
we shall have 

and generally f »»«/ - f ,« ' = - j^ Ai- 

Substituting, we have 

5 = BDoB - ilD_^il + pyf o" + p*i7o" - i>xi>A- 

These forms will be the best for our future investigation ; and 
now write r/r = a?r in each term, which will give the corresponding 
quadratic forms 

5 = Jo-G_a+2p,r«-pA, 
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where we write 








^=2iUX"-^| 


On. 


Pr, 


t 




P'- 


0. 







26t,«e. 
1 


0, 





(?-2fl'«X"=^^ 


<V*> 


Pr. 


1 




p.. 


0, 







2ato«i, 
e 


0. 





r=2?^«=l 


c»> 


?r 


,(m = a- 


**J 










,{m = fi,fi-l, ..., — 00^ 



, (m = ^,^ — 1,..., — ao), 



SsaSSwX**^ A^Ai, (m = a, a - 1, ...,- «). 



2. Applicatum to the principal axes problem. 

Let ^==0 be the equation to a quadric in homogeneous 
coordinates of space of (n— 1) dimensions; and then B^O will 
be chosen to be any hyper-sphere in this space, the coefficients of 
B being adjusted so that for a point x not on the hyper-sphere, B 
will represent the square of the tangent from a to the hjper- 
sphere. The coordinates of any point will be connected by a 
relation, which is here assumed to be 

so that the hyper-plane at infinity is j^ » 0. 

Now returning to the forms found at the end of Section 1, we 
see that we can reduce to the form 

0--2y,V^,(\-tf,), (r = l,2,...,A), 

by using the process given by WeierstrassS Darbouz*, and 
Stickelberger*. Here (X — 0^) is a typical factor of Ai,yr is a 
corresponding linear function of the w%, and h is the index of the 
highest power of X in Aj. There may also be positive powers of X 
in the expression for 0, but we are not concerned with these. 

1 Berl Beriehie, lS6S=G€i. Werke, 8, p. 19. 
s LiouviUe (1874), 19 (2nd Ser.), p. 847. 
' CreUe (1879), S6, p. 20. 
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It should be observed that any number of ffs may be equal 
inrithout a£fectiDg the form of ; for all the invariant-factors of Ai 
(^JSlementartheU^) must be linear\ and then the form of will 
still be the same though we are left with some arbitrary quantities 
in the y's (two simple illustrations of the geometrical meaning of 
this arbitrariness are given by considering a surface of revolution 
and a sphere in space of three dimensions). 

Expanding G we see that the negative powers of X give 
or e_, = - V/^r. fl"-. = - Syr*, (r = 1. 2, . . .. h). 

r r 

We shall next require the coefficient of X and the term indepen- 
dent of \ in the expansion of ^ in powers of (1/X) ; these can 
be found by a method c^ven in my note quoted above (p. 358) 
which is analogous to the Weierstrass-Darboux process. Since 
the invariant-fSftctors of A^ which correspond to tne infinite root 
are here linear, this will be found to give no term in X and the 
term independent of X will be 

Xzr\ (r«l, 2, ...,n-A-l). 

r 

From this it appears that 

JPo! 2V + negative powers of X, 

r 

and there are no positive powers of X in F. 

Thus /3 » and hence a ; )8 + 2 ^ 2. 

Now returning to the values oi A^B found in Section 1, we 
shall find, on putting p^^ 1, 

jB«2y^« + 2^ + 25,-8, U = l,2,...,n-A-i; ' 

^ A| it the detenninant of {kA • B) when the x's are enbjeot to the oondition 
Zj»y.x^sO ; or, more preoieelj, if j;,^ be eliminated from (\A - B) by this oondition, 

the determinant of the resulting qaadratio form of (n - 1) variables is A^ multiplied 
bj a power of p^. When this elimination is made in £ the resulting form is 
ignite (in the variables Xp ... , «._t) ; thus by a theorem due to Weierstrass (BtrU 
BeriehU, 1S6S= Get. Werke, 1, p. 288) it is dear that the invariant-factors of A^ are 
all real and linear. Since these are real, all our transformations will be real ; and 
ftuiher A| (0)^(0, so that all the 9*s are different from sero. Since the invariant- 
fiaetors are aU linear, it follows from the investigation of Weierstrass {BerL Berichte, 
186S=Gm. JVerket 2, p. 19) and others, that the reduced form of G is the same as 
if all the factors of A« were distinct. If A<(n - 1) there will be infinite roots of 
A}=0; the eorresponding invariant factors are found by taking those to base /a of 
the determinant obtained by writing Cr.=art-M^rt ^ ^i* ^^^ ''^ linear by the 
same argument. 
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(2(^0—^0) will be a linear function of the y's and /s and a constant 
term, consequently B has now the form it would have if y^f ^« 
formed an orthogonal set of Cartesians in space of (n— 1) dimen- 
sions ; and this must therefore be the case. 

Thus to complete the reduction of A we have only to find ^1; 
but the highest power of X in f is \*~\ so if a 5 1, fi = 0. Henoe 
we find 

a=:l, A^lyr'l0r-ii 

a<l, A^iyr'lOr (^rl» 2,. ..,&). 

r 

forifa<l, S, = 0. 

The case remaining is that of a = 2; here we shall see that (Ti 
can be expressed by means of a z. For, using the fundamental 
transformation of Darboux's paper, we find 

i ^bftXt, 

The highest power of \ in Ao is X^"^ (as a = 2) and conse- 
quently (using the same method as used before to reduce F) the 
part independent of \ in the first term on the right is of rank 
(2?aw5r) = (/i — A — 2), i.e. it can be expressed as the suoa of 
(n^h — i) squares. The term indepenaeut of X in — (Ai/Ao) f* 
is clearly — fi'/^i, so we have 

Fo = 'S.Zr^ = (w - A - 2) squares - f iV^i. 

Thus ti^ = ~~ ^l^ selecting Zi to be the particular one of the 
^'s to go with fi. 

Hence if a = 2, ^1 = 2y,V^^ + 2(-S,)*ir, + S,, 

r 

and clearly the term Si may be combined with Zi without altering 
the form of B, 

Hensel uses a number Jo to classify his results, and defines 

Jo — (rank of il) — (rank of quadratic terms in A), 

thus we find the correspondence 

a = 2, Jo«2; a = l,/o«l; a<l, J*o = 0. 

It should be remarked that corresponding to J^^O we may 
have a = 0, — 1 or — 2. Without giving the details of the proof, 
I may indicate its lines ; — B is a form of rank ?i and signature 
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(n — 2) (Signatur, introduced by Frobenius, Berl. Berickte, 1894 
= GreUe^ 114, p. 187). For cleameas we give the definition, 

signature » (number of positive squares) — (number of negative 

squares). 

We can now apply a theorem due to F. Klein (Inaug. 
DiiBS. Bonn, 1868 » Maik, Annalen, 23, p. 539)^ and deduce that at 
most one invariant-factor of A^ is not linear : and this one may be 
squared or cubed. Further the invariant-factors of Ai are all 
linear. These facts will connect a and Jq- 

Hensel's second classifying number ia Ji^h (thie rank of the 
quadratic terms in A). 

We add a classified list of conies (n « 3) and quadrics (n » 4) ; 
and we should remark that in drawing these out we have 

5 A 5 (n— 1) or (n — a). 
Conies (n = 3). 

Note, a is (he highest power of X in the expansion of (Ao/Aj) in powers of 1/X. 

(i) a = 2, J. = 2. 

(1) h = l, A'^yi*J0i + 2kzi, parabola. 

(2) A-0, A= 2kz„ 

k=Lt i- A,/X'A,)*. 

(ii) ««1, /o«l. 

(3) A = 2, ^ = yiV^i + yaV^j + ^'> central conic. 

(4) A = 1, A = VijOi + Ar', parallel lines. 

,-v , ^ - ,, (two lines, both at 

(^) h = 0, A^ k. |.^^^.^y 

k « Lt (- Ao/XA,). 

A»oo 

(iii) a < 1, Jo = 0. 

(6) A =2, A^yi^e.'^yJ'/e^, pair of lines. 

(7) A = 1, J. = yiV^i, two coincident lines. 

(8) A = 0, A^O. 

^ It may he pointed out that Klein's results have heen considerably extended by 
A. Loewy [Math, Aimalen, 52, p. 588 and CrelU, 122 (1900), p. 153). These papers 
give iuequalities connecting the numbers of varions classes of invariant-factors of 
"kA-Bl with the eharaeteriitic and iignature of B. 



(pair of lines, 
[at infinity. 



one 
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It may be remarked that here (X — Oi), (X — 0^ are fiicton oi 
Ai; and tnat forther subdivisions of each class may be made, by 
examining the siopis and equalities of 0u0f This is done in the 
ordinary text-books on comes and may be omitted here. Hensel 
gives the subdivision according to the possible arrangements of 
signs (by usinff Sylvester's " law of inertia" of quadratic forms), 
but his method will not give the absolute values of di, 0^ and so 
does not give the subdivision 0x ^ 0^. 



Quadrics (n » 4). 
Note, a is the hi^est power of X in the ezpaneion of (AJA|) in powen of 1/X. 



(i) a = 2. J.-2. 

(1) A-2, A 
(i) A-1, A 

(3) &<-0. A» 



ikzu 



paraboloid. 

parabolic eylinier, 

[two planet, one 



{: 



* - Lt (- A^»A,)». 



(ii) o « 1, Jo^l. 



(4) A -3. 


A - ym + y,V<». + y,*/e, + k'. 




central 
quadric^ 


(5) A-2, 


A - y,»M + y.V^. + *'. 


eylinder. 


(6) A-1, 


A - y.'M + f , 


ttoopmralM 
planet. 








two planes, 


(7) A-0, 


il- *'. 


« 


bothai 
infinity. 




*'-Lt (-A,/XA,). 

Atsoo 




(iii) a < 1, Jt 


MtO. 




(8) A -3. 


A - y.V^, + y.V^, + y,V^.. 


cone. 


(9) A-2, 


A = y.V^. + y.'/^., 


two planei. 


(10) A-1, 


J. a: y,*/0i , two eoinoident plana. 


(11) A-0. 


ii-0. 




1 
1 
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Here (X-^i), (X-^,), (X-ft) are &ctoi8 of A,; and we can 
subdivide each class according to possible equalities and arrange- 
ments of sign amongst ^i, 0^, 0^. These subdivisions mav be 
found in all text-books on Solid Geometry. The remark above 
(referring to Hensel's further subdivisions) applies here also. 



3. Conies or quadrics given by a tangential equation. 

There are some cases in which the point-equation does not 
give sufficient information to completely determine the conic or 
quadric. For instance, a conic in a plane has a space tangential 
equation, but the corresponding pomt-equation is simply the 
equation to its plane squared. It is therefore convenient to have 
a method of classifying by means of the tangential equation, 
directly. 

Let then A^l, OnVrVg (r, « = 1, 2 . .. n) be the given tangential 

equation and let B^X br§VrVg be the tangential equation to the 

absolute with the coefficients determined so that the perpendicular 
on the generalized plane 7,VrWr » is liVrar/B^, when the afs are 

r r 

subject to the relation 'ipfWr^ 1 as before. It follows that as the 

absolute is a (generalized) conic in the hyper-plane at infinity 
Spr^BsO, we shall have |£|=='0 and the point-equation corre- 
sponding to B = will be (ZpfWrY = 0, ie. the first minors of \B\ 

r 

will be proportional to prPg. So let us write kprpg as the minor 
of br$; we may note that we have further 

XbnPr^O, (r, 5 = I, 2 ... n). 

r 

We have now to consider the simultaneous reduction of the 
forms A, B ; and we observe that £ is a definite form of rank 
(n — 1), consequently bv a theorem of Weierstrass's^ the deter- 
minant \kA + \B\ may have one invariant-&ctor /^ but no more, 
but under ordinary circumstances there will be the one invariant- 
factor K. Besides this one, all the other invariant- &ctors must 
be linear. 

The reduction of {A — \B) for the finite roots of |il — \B\ = 
can be carried out by the ordinary Weierstrass or Darboux process, 
thus if (X — cy is a fiaustor of 1-4 — XB|, (X-c) will be a &ctor of 

^ Quoted in a preyiouB footnote (p. 868). 
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every minor up to the Ith minors, and we shall have corresponding 
parts o{ A, B m. Darbouz's form 

where F* is the limit for X = c of the function 



X-c\* 



(a*-,aJ 



art ~" ^ 

B. 



Tt, 9/", 9r" 1, (r, « = 1, 2,...,n, 



(•I /> « 

, 
, 



a = l, 2,...,fc-lX 



and 



A*-,= 



ar,-X6^, ?/•* J, Bt = bitVi+...+bntVny 



here the j's are arbitrary constants and the value zero for c is not 
excluded. 

But with regard to the infinite root of |il — \B\ = we shall 
have to take special steps. I apply a method given by myself 
in the note Quoted above (p. 358). Let us suppose first of all 
that \**^^ is tne highest power of X that occurs in \A — X5|, and 
then write U for the term independent of X in the expansion iu 
powers of (1/X) of the expression 



art - ^Art» qr^^^ , (r, « = 1, 2, . . ., fl), 

At , 



(- AoAO* 



where we put At = ai^Vi + . . . + amVn* 

With this notation we have the term U* in A and no corre- 
sponding term in B, by the results of the note quoted Now the 
terms of highest degree in X are respectively (since the minor of 
br, in |5| is i^rP^X 

in Ap, (- X)**-' XOrtkprPt « fc (- X)«^* tOriPrPif 

in A„ - (- X)~-^ 2g.<«3,w (kprPt) « - A; (- X)«-» (Sp^r^O*, 



m 



o^-Xfcn, qr^^ 



At , 

Thus we find U* = {lprAry/{la,.tPrPi)- 

But we are to have that for the special values Vr^Prt Fo is to 
be unity (for 2pi-ic,.= 1). For these special values Fi, ..., Fn-i are 

r 

zero because Bt'^O', and then 'S.prAr- XayaPrPt- 
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Thus we write 



Vo = (2prAr)l(l.ar,PrPi\ 



and then we have the term F©* (2(irtPr/?«) in the reduced form of 
A, with no corresponding term in B. Hence we shall have the 
complete forms 

il = 2c,F,«+(2a«p,p.)Fo«, (r«l, 2,...,n-l), 

r 
r 

From these it is obvious (remembering the special meaning 
of B) that the point-coordinates given by 

are rectangular Cartesians. We have accordingly found the 
principal plaues of the quadric, and we can put down by inspection 
the lengths of the principal axes. 

In the next place we may have X = oo a repeated root of 
[A'-XBl, then the highest power of X in | il — Xi^ | is X""^. The 
condition for this is at once seen to be ^OrtPrPM^O, Let us 
then write 

Ao = (-X)»-» [2, +a,/X +...], 
A, = (-Xr-»[A+A/X +..•], 



(so that 



A, , . 



Theu expanding - ^-r- 



a„ - X6r*, 9r^'^ ' in powere of (1/X), 
A, , 



we find 



A.k.{...j.,g.|)}.....J. 



and so write ?7, = V^ (aiy8i)*. We must next calculate the values 
of Uit £/, when Vr^pr* We have that if Vr =pr 



and so 



17, = 0, U,^a,(Xp^r^^)^a,(^fiJk)K 
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If then we write 

we shall have Fp =s 1 when Vr — p^ 
Now we find 

; A, 

= XF,' + 2 F.F, (- «^A)* + . . . . 

According to the results in the note abeadv quoted we now 
see that there is a term F,* in B and 2F,Fi (— «,/«y in A. Hence 
the reduced forms are 

4»2F.F,(-a,/ife)» + 2<vF/ 

« T, t^ (r=2,8,...,n-l)L 

B= Fj* +2F,' 

r 

Here again, by the form of B and the fact that V^ — 1 corre- 
sponds to Vr "^ Pr> we see that the point-coordinates given by 

7,-1- FiZi + ... + K„.iX„.i = Via?, + •.. + v^^ 

are rectangular Cartesians. Hence we have the quadric referred 
to its principal planes. 

We have then the classification : 

Conies (n«3). 

(i) 2ar,pri>. + 0. 

(1 ) A= avi" + ftV + (ZonPrPt) V, central conic 

(ellipse, hyperbola or circle), 

(2) A-aVi^ +(Zar$PrPt)v,t\ pair of pointer 

(ii) tonPrPi = 0. 

(8) A = at;,* + 2v,,v^ (- a/A;)*, parabola. 

a = Lt (- Ao/\) 

It will be observed that the cases (2), (4), (6), (6), (7) of the 
previous classification do not appear here, the tangential equation 
being degenerate ; on the other hand, case (2) above does not 
appear in the previous list, as then the point-equation is de- 
generate. 
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Qtiadrica (n = 4X 

(i) ^><h$PrP$ + 0. 

(1) -4 =■ avi* + bv^ + or," + (So^p*) V, central quadric, 

{mipwid, hyperbdaid, sphere) 

(2) Ass av^ + 6vt* + (^OnPtPd V> central conic, 

(3) -4 =s avi* + (iortPrPi) V, pair of points. 

(ii) 2arrfVi>f = 0. 

(4) il = av," + 6V + 2voVi (— a/A?)*, paraboloid. 

(6) il^avt" + 2voVi (- a/A;)*, paraioZa. 

a « Lt ( Ao/X») 

A»oo 

Here cases (1), (4) appear as (4), (1) in the former list, but the 
other cases are not common to the two lists. 

As I £ I B it is possible that we may meet with the singular 
case I jd ~ X£| = for all values of X. But on oonsultino; Eronecker's 
reduced forms of singular quadratic forms, we readily see that 
(owing to the nature of B) they only arise when ^ is a (generalized) 
conic m the hyper-plane at infinity. 

In reducing these no special point occurs, for if we are in 
a space of (n — 2) dimensions | £ | 4= and B is still a definite form, 
so that Weierstrass's reduction may be applied directly. 
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On the Heat generated hy certain Fibrous Subetances vjhen 
wetted. By Louis Cobbett, M.D., F.RC.S. Eng. 

[Read 21 May 1900.] 

It is well known that many fibrous materials readily absorb 
water, but it is not so well recognised that the process is attended 
by an evolution of heat. Dr R. E. Dudgeon^ was I believe the 
first to point out that if the bulb of a clinical thermometer were 
surrounded by a little cotton-wool or a few turns of a silk hand- 
kerchief and placed in the mouth, and the expired air breathed 
through the wrappings, a temperature might be registered con- 
siderably higher than that of the walls of the mouth. From this 
he concluded — no doubt wrongly — that the temperature of the 
breath considerably exceeds that of the mouth. Sir W. Roberts' 
confirmed the observation, but contested the conclusion of Dr 
Dudgeon and attributed the rise of temperature above that of the 
mouth to " conversion of latent heat into sensible heat, by the 
rapid condensation of aqueous vapour," and he showed that the 
rise of temperature was much greater when the material used to 
surround the thermometer was previously dried, and became leas 
and less each time the observation was repeated with the same 
strip of flannel, until on the third occasion the thermometer 
reached 98*6° F. only. 

Dr H. F. Parhons* repeated Dr Dudgeon's observation with 
the clinical thermometer, and showed that the same phenomenon 
takes place at a higher temperature by means of the following 
experiment. A few rolls of flannel enclosing a thermometer bulb 
were dried in hot air at 220° F. for some time, and then allowed to 
cool a little. As the mercury fell the index was shaken down 
until it stood at 212° F. The roll of flannel and thermometer was 
then placed in a tin cylinder and exposed for five minutes to 
steam at 212° F. At the end of this time the temperature within 
the roll was found to be 239° F. Experiments somewhat similar 
to this have been made by Prof. Max Rubner of Berlin^ who has 
found the temperature in the interior of a mass of wool dried 
and warmed, and placed in a current of saturated steam at 100° C, 
rise to 146° C. in ten minutes, and remain above 140° C. for over 
an hour. 

The observations with the clinical thermometer are easily 

1 Nature, ISSO, Vol. xxn. p. 241, and Vol. xzin. p. 10. 

> Ibid. Vol. XXIII. p. 55. 

' Supplement to tlie Fourteenth Annual Local QovemmetU Beport, 1884. 

* Hygieniiche Rwidichau, Berlin, 1898, 1899. 
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verified. Cotton, woollen, cuid silken materials, and paper are all 
effective ; and if previously well diied will readily attain in the 
mouth a temperature of 110° F. and over in less than a minute. 
But it is not necessary to dry those substances, in order that their 
temperature may be raised above that of their surroundings, for 
I have frequently seen the thermometer reach 100** F. or more 
when simply wrapped in a few turns of my pocket-handkerchief 
taken directly from the pocket ; and have Imowii it attain 102" F. 
when enclosed in a strip of lineu torn from a towel hanging in 
the room. I have often repeated the experiment of Dr Parsons, 
uidng woollen or cotton materials and paper, and found the tem- 
perature rise 30** C. or more above that of the steam. The 
following is a representative experiment. 

A long strip of filter paper was weighed, and then thoroughly 
dried iu hot air, and weighed again. It w^as found to have lost no 
less than 11 per cent, of its weight in the process of drying, 
although at the start it was in the ordinary sense dry. It was 
then rolled tightly round the bulb of a thermometer, and sur- 
rounded by a few more turns of the same kind of paper, making 
u roll 3 in. by 2^. Next it w^as warmed to 96'' C. and placed in a 
current of unconfined steam at lOO"*. The temperature within 
the roll rose to 125'' C. in 4 minutes, and soon after to 132^ C, at 
which point it remained for some time, and then fell slowly, so 
that at the end of half-an-hour it was still 128° C. The roll of 
paper was then taken out of the steam, and its protective cover 
removed. On weighing it was found to have risen in weight from 
21*5 to 21*8 grms., thus gaining 1*5 percent. Nevertheless it was 
still very dry and crackled when crumpled. 

A similar experiment was made with asbestos fibre, which had 
undergone a prolonged washing in distilled water to remove salts. 
The asbestos was packed into a small cylinder of copper gauze» 
and heated all nignt in a gas flame in order to thorougnly dry it. 
It was then cooled over sulphuric acid, and when its temperature 
had reached 95^ it was put in a current of steam at lOO''. The 
result was very different from that obtained f with fibrous materials 
of an organic kind. The temperature within the asbestos did not 
exceed that of the steam. 

From this it appears that one has to do with a chemical and 
not merely a physical action. For though the asbestos fibres may 
be very different both in size and configuration from those of the 
other materials used, it is not probable that they would have been 
entirely inactive had the action in question depended on physical 
causes. It is therefore probable that there is some form of 
chemical union between the organic material and water. 
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The ezperimentB just related show that when dry organic 
fibrous matter comes in contact with steam, heat is generated, 
and the temperature of the material rises above that of the 
steam. The following experiment shows that exactly the opposite 
condition of affairs prevails when these materials in their oroinary 
condition are placed in dry steam. Rolls of cotton or woollen 
bandages each containing a thermometer were placed in a current 
of unconfined steam wnich had been superheated by passing 
throufi^h a hot copper pipe. The temperature of the steam within 
the chamber was thus raised to 200'' — 250° C. or more, and was 
frequently high enough to scorch the surface of woollen materials 
exposed to it. Nevertheless when rolls of fibrous material were 
placed in this superheated steam, the thermometers within them 
did not exceed lOO'^C, for as long a time as the observation 
lasted, namely an hour or more. This result was obtained when 
asbestos, as well as when paper, cotton or flannel was used. In 
some cases a rise of temperature a few degrees above 100^ did 
indeed take place, but m others it remained exactly at the 
boiling point of water. It therefore seemed probable that in the 
former instance superheated steam must have found direct access 
to a portion of the thermometer bulb through some crevice in the 
material. 

The failure of the little rolls of fibrous material to attain the 
temperature of the surrounding steam within the time limits of 
the experiments was no doubt due to the evaporation of water 
held in some way by the fibres; thus causing the superheat of 
the steam which penetrated the roll to be converted into latent 
heat, and stored in the steam thus generated. It moreover 
appears that, this water was distributed mechanically over the 
surfaces of the fibres, and not combined chemically with their 
substance, because the phenomenon appeared both when asbestos 
and when organic fibres were used, and it has already been shown 
that dry asbestos does not combine with water with evolution of 
heat as the other substances used do, and because the process 
occurred precisely at lOO"* C, thus indicating that no energy was 
required to separate the water from the fibre. 

It is probable therefore that in the case of fibrous materials, 
whether they are composed of organic or inorganic matter, one 
has to do with water mechanically spread over their surfaces, 
.which prevents them for a considerable time from attaining a 
temperature above lOO"" C, when surrounded by superheated 
steam, and which at once converts the superheated steam which 
penetrates into their interstices into saturated steam. And 
further it is probable that in the case of fibrous materials of ao 
organic nature, one has to do with water united in some chemical 
manner with their substance, and that the affinity which these 
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subetances have for water when dry causes heat to be generated 
when they are surrounded by saturated steam ; and thus causes 
the steam which penetrates into their interstices to be converted 
from saturated into superheated steam. 

The source of the heat generated when fibrous organic 
materials are wetted by coming in contact with water vapour is 
not only the latent heat of vapour converted into the liquid state, 
for a generation of heat occurs when very dry filter paper, flannel 
or cotton is wetted with water. Thus a little roll of filter paper 
was thoroughly dried in hot air and cooled over sulphuric acid. 
A thermometer was inserted so that the bulb was in the centre of 
the roll. The roll was then taken out, and flooded with water at 
a temperature slightly lower than that of the roll. Nevertheless 
the thermometer rose almost immediately 5"" C. Similar results 
have been obtained with other organic materials, but not with 
asbestos. It seems probable from this experiment that the 
source of the heat in question is to be found partly in the latent 
heat of water converted into the solid state. On the ground of 
Dr Dudgeon's experiment a similar conclusion was reached by 
Sir W. Roberts, who wrote {loc. cit.\ " it is probable that with the 
superexsiccated flannel the first portions of the aqueous vapour 
condensed at the beginning of the experiment pass from the 
gaseous into the solid form and constitute that portion of water 
which is incorporated in intimate union with all organic tissues." 

How far the results related in this paper are due to the salts 
present in the materials used has not been ascertained. 

These observations have some bearing on practical disinfec- 
tion. Superheated steam, as was shown by Von EsmarchS has 
a very inferior sterilising action to that of saturated steam, but 
some experiments which I have made in conjunction with Di- 
J. H. G. Dalton' have shown that this only applies to the outside of 
such articles as pillows, rolls of blanket, etc., for in the interior 
the temperature does not exceed lOO^'C, no matter how much 
higher that of the outside may be ; the microbes are therefore 
exposed there to saturated and not to superheated steam ; and in 
our experiments dried Anthrax Spores in the interior of the 
pillows etc. were always quickly killed, while those on the surface 
sometimes escaped. 

A^n, under the opposite conditions, namely when very dry 
organic material is put into saturated steam, the experiments 
have shown that Anthrax Spores within a little roll of flannel 
bandage may escape death, when the roll has been placed in 
saturated steam for 10 minutes and a thermometer in the im- 

» ZeiUchf.J, Hygiene, ISSS. pp. 196 and 899. 
' Lancet, Feb. 8, 1900. 
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mediate neighbourhood of the spores has registered over lOO^ C. 
for 9 minutes, and over 125'' C. for 5 minutes. It is therefore 
clear that extreme dryness may interfere with the sterilisation of 
such things as are composed of organic fibrous material, and it is 
important to know whether in practice such a state of dryness 
ever occurs. Probably in our climate it does not, for though it has 
already been stated that a temperature considerably over that of 
the breath (87 "* C.) may be registered in the mouth by blowing 
the expired air through a few rolls of one's pocket-handkerchief 
enclosing a thermometer without any preliminary drying^ what- 
ever, I nave never seen a temperature of over lOO"" attained in 
rolls of flannel, cotton or paper, exposed to saturated steam, 
unless these materials have previously been artificially dried. 
But it must be added that the experiments were made in the 
damp atmosphere of an English November, and they by no means 
show that heat cannot be generated, and the steam thereby 
superheated within the material and its sterilising properties 
diminished in the dry atmosphere of hotter countries, or even 
perhaps in this country during the summer. This point is still 
under investigation. 



A Method of Measuring the Retardation produced 6y a 
Crystal Plate, By Mr L. R. Wilberforce. 

[Bead 21 May 1900.] 
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PROCEEDINGS AT THE MEETINGS HELD DURING 

THE SESSION 1899—1900. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 



October ZOth, 1899. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

The following were re-elected as Associates, having been nominated 
by the Council : 

Mr R. Bowes. 
Mr R. I. Lynch. 
Mr A. E. Smith. 
Mr A. Deck. 
Mr W. E. Pain. 

The names of the Benefactors were read. 

A vote of thanks to Mr Newall and Mr Bateson for their services 
to the Society as Secretaries was proposed and carried. 

The officers and new members of the Council for the ensuing year 
were elected, the new Council being constituted as follows : 

President : 
Mr J. Larmor. 

Vice-Presidenta : 

Mr F. Darwin. 
Professor A. R. Forsyth. 
• Dr W. H. Gaskell. 

VOL. X. FT. VII. 28 
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TrecLSv/rer : 
Mr H. F. NewaU. 

Secretaries : 

Mr H. F. Baker. 
Mr A. E. Shipley. 
Mr L. R. Wilberforce. 

Other Members of the Council: 

Mr A. Harker. 

Mr A. Hutchinson. 

Professor Liveing. 

Mr S. Skinner. 

Dr H. Gadow. 

Mr D. Sharp. 

Professor J. J. Thomson. 

Mr A. Beriy. 

Sir G. G. Stokes. 

Mr W. Bateson. 

Mr A. C. Seward. 

Mr G. T. Walker. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. On semi-convergent series. By W. M^'F. Orb, MA., St John's 
College 

2. An experiment on the condensation of clouds. By C. T. R. 
Wilson, M.A, Sidney Sussex College. 

3. Conductivity of Gases from arcs and incandescent wires. By 
J. A. M'Clblland, M.A., Trinity College. 

4. On the Secondary Rontgen Rays. By J. S. E. Townbehd, RA, 
Trinity College. 



November Uth, 1899. 

In the Cavendish Laboratory. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chai& 

The following was elected an Associate, having been nominated by 
the Council : 

L. N. G. Filon, King's College. 
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The following Communications were made : 

1. Intumescences on Hibiscus vitifolius. By Miss E. Dale (oom- 
municated by Professor Marshall Ward). 

2. Note on the name Balanoglossus. By Dr S. F. Harmbb, King's 
College. 

3. The Skeleton of Astrosclera compared with that of the Fhare- 
tronid Spongea By J. J. Lister, M.A., St John's College. 

4. Observations on Polypterus and Protopterus. By J. S. Budgett, 
B.A., Trinity College. 

5. Note on Hypotheses as to the origin of the Paired Limbs of 
Vertebrates. By J. Graham Kerr, M.A., Christ's College. 



November 21th, 1899. 

In the Chemical Laboratory. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

The following were elected Fellows of the Society : 

J. Barcroft, B.A., King's College. 

J. S. E. Townsend, B.A., Trinity College. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. On the influence of temperature, and of various solvents, on 
the absorption spectra of didymium and erbium salts. By Professor 

LlVBlNO. 

2. Researches in. the Sugar Group. By H. Jackson. 

3. On a new Mineral. By A. Hutchinson, M.A., Pembroke 
College. 

4. On the condition that five lines in space of four dimensions 
should lie on a quadric. By H. W. Richmond, M.A., King's 
College. 
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January 22nd, 1900. 

In the Optical Lecture Boom. 

Mr J. Larmob, President, in the Chair. 

The following was elected a Fellow of the Society : 

J. G. Leathern, M.A., St John's College. 

The Balance Sheet for the year 1899 was presented and laid on the 
table. 

Mr F. Darwin proposed a vote of thanks to the Auditors ; this was 
seconded by Mr Bateson and carried unanimously. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. Expeiiments on the periodic movement of Plants. By Miss 
D. F. M. Pertz and F. Darwin, M.A., Christ's Collega 

2. Wealden Plants from Bernissart. By A. C. Seward, M.A.y 

Emmanuel College. 

3. Bulgaria polymorpha as a wood-destroying Fungus. By R. H. 
Biffen, B.A., Emmanuel College. 



Febrwvry bth, 1900. 

In the Cavendish Laboratory. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

The following were elected Fellows of the Society : 

Professor W. Somerville, M.A., King's College. 
W. McDougall, M.A., St John's College. 
Hon. K C. Rothschild, B.A., Trinity Collega 

The following Communications were made : 

1. Ionization of Gases in the Electric Field. By Profeaaor 
J. J. Thomson, Trinity College. 
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2. On Differential Equations with two Independent Variables. By 
A. C. Dixon, Sc.D., Trinity College. 

3. On the calculation of the double integral expressing normal 
correlation. By W. F. Sheppard, M.A., Trinity College. 

4. On the hemihedrism and twinning of Crystals of Dolomite 
from the Binnenthal. By R. H. Solly, M.A., Downing College. 

5. Apparatus for measuring the extension of Wires. By G. P. C. 
Sbable, M.A, St Peter's College. 

6. Magnetic disturbances in the Isle of Skye. By Alfred Harkeb, 
M. A., St John's College. 



Febnuxry 19«A, 1900. 

In the Physiological Lecture Boom. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

The President announced that the Adjudicators of the Hopkins 
Prize for the period 1891-1894 have awarded the Prize to W. D. 
NiVEN, M.A., F.R.S., for his Memoir on Ellipsoidal Harmonics (P?iU, 
Trans., 1891) and his other valuable contributions to Applied Mathe- 
matics. 

The following were elected Fellows of the Society : 

S. St Barbe Sladen, M.A., M.D., Caius College. 

R. H. Adie, M.A, Trinity College. 

T. J. I' A. Bromwich, M.A, St John's College. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. A suggestion as to a possible explanation of the origin of 
some secondary sexual characters in animals as afforded by observa- 
tions on certain Salmonids. By G. E. Barrett-Hamilton (communi- 
cated by Professor Newton). 

2. Anthropological Notes. By W. L. H. Duckworth, M.A, Jesus 
College. 

3. On the zoological position of Palaeospondylus. By J. Graham 
Kerr, M.A., Christ's College. 
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4. On the extraction of Gases from small quantities of Blood. Bj 
J. Babcroft, B.A., King's College. 

5. On the separation of a pure albumen from egg-white. By 
R G. Hopkins, M.A. (communicated by Mr A. K Shipley). 



March 5th, 1900. 



In the Engineering Laboratory. 

Mb J. Labmob, Pbesident, in thb Chaib. 
The following was elected a Fellow of the Society : 

A. W. Hill, B.A., King's CJollege. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. Considerations regarding the Zeeman effect. By J. Labmor, 
M.A., St John's College. 

2. On the simplest algebraic minimal curves, and the derived real 
minimal surfaces. By H. W. Richmond, M.A., King's College. 

3. On Diophantine inequalities. By G. B. Mathbws, M.A. 
(communicated by Mr H. F. Baker). 

4. Experiments on impact. By J. H. Vincent, B.A. 

5. On the distance between the Striae and on the Phenomena 
connected with the discharge of Electricity. By R. S. Willows, B.A. 

6. The teaching of Mechanics by experiment. By Professor 
J. A EwiNQ. 



May 7 thy 1900. 



In the Lecture Room of Anatomy and Physiology. 

Pbofessob Cliffobd Allbutt in the Chaib. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. Exhibition of Anomalous Bones from Pre-dynastic Egyptian 
Skeletons. By Professor Maoalisteb. 
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2. Ammocoetes a Cephalaspid. By W. H. Gaskell, M.A., M.D., 
Trinity Hall. 

3. Note on Abnormal Limbs in Lepidosiren. By H. H. Bbindlet, 
M. A., St John's College. 

4. On the Standardization of Antivenomous Serum. By W. 
Mtbbs, M.A., Cains College (communicated by Mr A. E. Shipley). 



May 2l8ty 1900. 

' In the Cavendish Laboratory. 

Mr J. Larmor, President, in the Chair. 

The following were elected Fellows of the Society : 

C. G. Lamb, M.A., Clare College. 

H. Yule Oldham, M.A, King's College. 

The following Communications were made : 

1. On a certain Diophantiue inequality. By Major P. A. Mag- 
Mahon, R.A., F.R.S. 

2. On rational space curves of the fourth order. By H. W. 
Richmond, M.A., King's College. 

3. On the reduction of quadrics. By T. J. I'A. Bromwich, M.A., 
St John's College. 

4. Experiments upon the rise of temperature of Fabrics when 
moistened. By L. Cobbett, M.A., M.D., Trinity College. 

5. Experiments upon striated discharges. By R. S. Willows, 
B.A. 

6. A method of measuring the retardation produced by a crystal 
plate. By L. R. Wilberforce, M.A., Trinity College. 



HOPKINS PRIZE AWARDS. 

We beg leave to recommend that the Hopkins Prize for the period 
ending 1894 be awarded to W. D. Niven, M.A., F.R.S., late FeDow 
of Trinity College, for his paper on Ellipsoidal Harmonics published in 
the Philosophical Trcunsactiona of the Royal Society for 1891 and for 
other valuable contributions to Applied Mathematics. 

G. G. Stokes. 
J. J. Thomson. 
Horace LAMa 
19 February^ 1900. 



We recommend that the Hopkins Prize for the period 1894-97 be 
awarded to J. L armor, M.A., of St John's College, for his investi- 
gations on the Physics of the Ether and other valuable contributions to 
Mathematical Physics. 

Horace Lamb. 
W. M. Hicks. 
J. J. Thomson. 

June 6eA, 1900. 
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